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This At a glance note is based on a study concluding that 
overall the implementation of the European Solidarity 
Corps (ESC) programme is achieving its objectives, and 
that the content of the programme is of high value, 
particularly the solidarity aspect. 

Main observations 

The ESC programme aims to bring together young 
people to build a more inclusive society, supporting 
vulnerable people and responding to societal and 
humanitarian challenges.  

The programme is divided into two strands – solidarity 
strand and humanitarian aid strand.  

In order to ensure that the 
organisations participating in the 
ESC are of the highest standard, a 
Quality Label has been introduced. 
The Quality Label affirms that an 
organisation is legitimate and is 
able and willing to carry out high-
quality, solidarity activities that are 
in line with the principles, 
objectives and quality standards of 
the ESC. 

While a communication strategy 
has been developed, there is a need to increase further 
the awareness-raising and ‘brand-building’ activities at 
European and national levels.  

Regarding the solidarity aspect, several national 
agencies stressed that the programme’s budget was 
insufficient since it did not allow new organisations and 
individuals to effectively participate in the programme. 

Since the ESC was separated from the Erasmus+ 
programme, stakeholders have the impression that there 
has been an increase in administrative requirements. 
Additionally, stakeholders have reported issues with the 
IT tools, including frequent system errors. 

Also some organisations cannot afford to work with 
volunteers and have had to give up on some projects due 
to the low budget coupled with inflation and the cost of-
living crisis.  

Conclusions and policy recommendations 

Based on the findings of the research, the authors made 
the following recommendations:  

Recommendation 1: Increase the visibility and brand of 
the programme. The European Commission as well as 
national agencies should prioritise communication and 
awareness-raising efforts for the ESC programme, as it is 
currently not widely known to the public. Good practices 
should be promoted at the European and national level. 
Establishing a common branding strategy would 
facilitate the recognisability. Strengthening the prestige 
of the Quality Label would not only increase the visibility 
of the ESC but also contribute to its greater credibility. 

 

See the full study 

The study 

analyses the European 
Solidarity Corps 
programme 2021-
2027. It covers the 
early implementation 
of the programme and 
provides a description 
of barriers identified. 

 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2023/752448/IPOL_ATA(2023)752448_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/747261/IPOL_STU(2023)747261_EN.pdf
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Recommendation 2: Ensure a sufficient budget as a 
prerequisite for guaranteeing that the programme is 
accessible to persons from all socioeconomic 
backgrounds.  

Recommendation 3: Reduce the administrative burden 
to adjust to the programme target groups. The processes 
should be continuously improved in order to reduce the 
administrative burden for applicants and beneficiaries.  

Recommendation 4: Continue to enhance inclusion 
measures. The ESC, in general, should strive for the 
greater inclusivity of participants from vulnerable 
backgrounds as well as providing greater support to 
organisations that focus their activities on these target 
groups. In order to enhance the inclusion measures, good 
practices among organisations should be collected and 
exchanged at the European and the national level. A 
greater inclusion of third country participants should be 
considered. 

Recommendation 5: Improve the IT and functioning of 
the online platform. The IT environment accompanying 

the ESC is deemed as highly volatile and not fit for the 
purpose and aims of the programme. Further investment 
into the user-friendliness of the online platform should be 
made and training opportunities complemented by 
instructional videos on how to use the tools should be 
developed.  

Recommendation 6: A programme committee similar to 
the one that exists for Erasmus+ should be established. 
As a result of creating such a committee, political 
awareness of the programme and its importance to the 
integration of youth into the society would be 
strengthened, which may in turn lead to increased 
awareness-raising efforts at the European and national 
levels.  

Recommendation 7: The European Commission should 
increase the transparency, searchability and findability of 
the funding and tender opportunities portal (Single 
Electronic Data Interchange Area, SEDIA) where ESC 
calls and funded projects are published to allow 
stakeholders and external parties to download and 
analyse project data per programme...

 

Structure of the European Solidarity Corps programme 

 

Source: European Solidarity Corps - Performance webpage 
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