
DG IPOL & DG EXPO Policy Departments, European Parliament  
Coordination of Editorial and Communication Activities Unit 
PE 700.894 - Issue 110, March 2024 

Dear Reader, 

The EU is the world’s largest market for 
fishery and aquaculture products. Al-
though these sectors have shown re-
silience to the recent disruptive political 
and economic shocks such as Brexit, CO-
VID-19 and the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine, it has faced an overall increase in 
imports from non-EU countries in recent 
years.  

The study commissioned by the Policy Department for Structural and 
Cohesion Policies deconstructs the main trends in the EU’s seafood 
supply over the last 15 years and identifies the main internal and ex-
ternal factors affecting the sector’s competitiveness. Based on case 
studies and in-depth assessments of possible adjustments to the 
internal and external policy framework, the research paper provides a 
series of recommendations to strengthen the competitiveness of the 
entire value chain of the EU fisheries and aquaculture sector in the 
coming years.  

Pierre Karleskind (MEP)  

Chair of the Committee on Fisheries (PECH) 

AGRI The dependency of the EU's food 
system on inputs and their sources  
Study presentation    
18 March 2024, 15.00, Antall 4Q1 
 

DEVE Global financial architecture  
reform and fiscal space of developing 
countries  
Workshop    
19 March 2024, 15.30 - 17.00, Spaak 5B1   

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
You can check all past and future events  
organized by committees and policy  
departments on the committee website  
under the Events tab. 

FOCUS 

Due to decreasing self-sufficiency rates in 
recent years, the EU fisheries and aquacul-
ture products market is largely dependent 
on external producers. Albeit some EU 
market entries come from countries with 
lax regulations.  

 
The study presents opportunities for strengthening the competitive-
ness of EU’s fisheries and aquaculture sector. It provides options on 
how to improve the level playing field for EU producers through regu-
lating the conditions of access to EU’s market for non-EU countries.  
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to access the publication 
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
A permanent system for seat allocation in the EP   

According to Art. 14(2) TEU, the allocation of seat quotas in the European Parliament 

must be “degressively proportional”, giving smaller Member States a larger number 
of MEPs per population. This paper, for the AFCO Committee, proposes a perma-

nent system for the allocation of EP seats that ensures transnational electoral equa-
lity even under the conditions of increasing degressivity of national quotas. This is 

achieved through a system of proportional completion using a new EU-wide seat 
quota.  

Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs  

Due Diligence in EU Institutions' Own-Account Procurement: Rules and Practices    

This study investigates whether EU institutions implement human rights and sustai-
nability due diligence when they purchase goods and services. Based on documen-

tary analysis and interviews, this study finds that sustainability due diligence is lack-
ing in procurement carried out by the European Parliament, the European Commis-

sion and the EU agencies. Accordingly, it makes recommendations to promote bet-
ter integration of due diligence into the procurement of goods and services by the 

EU institutions.  

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs 

Forcible transfer and deportation of Ukrainian children  

The forcible transfer and deportation of Ukrainian children by Russia started in 2014 

and intensified with the invasion of 2022. These briefings, presented during a 
workshop commissioned by DROI, detail the efforts in Ukraine and at the internatio-

nal level to stop the deportations and repatriate the children. The authors scrutinise 
the situation and the challenges on political, legal and practical fronts. They prop ose 

recommendations for what the EU could do to help bring the children back.   

Policy Department for External Relations  

The situation of young carers in Europe   

Young carers are an often overlooked category of carers who carry out substantial 
caring tasks for a family member. The responsibilities they take on may have an im-

pact on their mental health, social development and school performance. The in-
depth analysis requested by EMPL committee looks at the situation of young carers 

across Europe, their support needs, the level of a wareness of their situation and the 
policies different Member States have developed.  

Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies 
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CONT  The future of digitalisation in budgetary control | March 2024 Policy departments provide in-house and  
external expertise to support EP  

committees and other parliamentary bodies 
in shaping legislation and exercising  

democratic scrutiny over EU policies.  

Send your details to: 
ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu 

All publications: 
www.europarl.europa.eu/

supporting-analyses 

IMCO Impact of EU legislation in the area of digital and green  
transition, particularly on SMEs | March 2024 

DEVE  Opportunities and challenges of the green transition for 
pastoralism and indigenous people in Africa | April 2024 

REGI  Absorption Rates of Cohesion Policy Funds – Final Study | 
April 2024 

LIBE The right to die in dignity | April 2024 
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