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Design package 
In November 2022, the European Commission tabled a pair of proposals as part of a 'design package', as a step 
towards coherent rules fit for purpose in today's digital age and more efficient for applicants. The first proposal 
was the amendment of the Community Design Regulation and the second, the recast of the Design Directive. 
During its March 2024 plenary session, the European Parliament is set to vote on the political agreement on both 
files reached in trilogue negotiations with the Council. 

Background 
Design gives products their visual appeal and influences consumers in choosing one product over another. 
Design-intensive industries contribute substantially to the EU economy, accounting for almost 16 % of EU 
gross domestic product. Design protection is the legal regime protecting the appearance of a product 
against imitations. Challenges such as new technologies in the digital world (e.g. copying of protected 
designs using 3D printing), the lack of a liberalised spare parts market (e.g. repair clause), and costs for 
businesses to seek protection could undermine the effectiveness of the EU design protection system. 
Against this backdrop, in November 2022, the Commission put forward the 'design package' proposals to 
revise the Design Directive (Directive 98/71/EC) and the Community Design Regulation (Council Regulation 
(EC) No 6/2002) for the first substantial review of EU design law in over 20 years. 

European Parliament position 
In Parliament, the 'design package' proposals have been assigned to the Committee on Legal Affairs (JURI). 
The JURI committee adopted its reports and decided to enter into trilogue negotiations in October 2023. 
Following trilogue negotiations, Parliament and Council negotiators reached a political agreement on the 
final texts in December 2023. The texts were then approved by the Council's Permanent Representatives 
Committee in December 2023 and the JURI committee in January 2024. The main points of the agreed texts 
are: 
 Product and design. To future-proof design protection against technological developments 

(e.g. metaverse, non-fungible tokens, 3D printing), products not embodied in a physical object 
or materialising in non-physical form also fall under this protection. Moreover, design will also 
extend to 'movement, transition or any other sort of animation' of the design's features. 

 Fees. A registered EU design will be protected for 5 years, and this protection can be renewed 
for 5-year periods for a maximum total length of 25 years. Negotiators agreed on the headline 
registration fee to be €350, and adjusted prices of renewal fees to motivate individual 
designers and small and medium-sized companies to protect their designs. 

 Repair clause. The new rules liberalise the market for spare parts used in the repair of 
complex products such as cars, envisaging an 8-year transition period (from the date of entry 
into force of the directive) before the EU repair clause would become applicable. 

 Enforcement. The regulation on EU designs would be applicable throughout the EU once it 
comes into force, whereas Member States would have 3 years to take the necessary measures 
to transpose the directive on the legal protection of designs into national law. 

First-reading report: 2022/0391(COD) and 2022/0392(COD); 
Committee responsible: JURI; Rapporteur: Gilles Lebreton (ID, 
France). For further information see our 'EU Legislation in 
progress' briefing.  

 

mailto:eprs@ep.europa.eu
http://www.eprs.ep.parl.union.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank
http://epthinktank.eu/
https://euipo.europa.eu/tunnel-web/secure/webdav/guest/document_library/observatory/documents/reports/IPR-intensive_industries_and_economic_in_EU_2022/2022_IPR_Intensive_Industries_FullR_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_7216
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20231023IPR08164/meps-support-updated-rules-protecting-eu-designs
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20231204IPR15635/deal-on-updated-rules-on-eu-design
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-16992-2023-INIT/en/pdf
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2022/0391(COD)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2022/0392(COD)&l=en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)751401

	Background
	European Parliament position

