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Christos Stylianides, the recentlyconfirmed European Commissioner for
Humanitarian Aid and Crisis
Management, appeared before the
European Parliament's Committee on
Development (DEVE) on 30 September
2014 to answer MEPs' questions.
In that hearing and in his answers to
the questionnaire prepared for the
meeting in advance, Commissioner
Stylianides made a number of
statements of interest to the European
Parliament.
This document provides a summary of
his most salient points 1.
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The Humanitarian Consensus and
humanitarian principles
"I will defend the specificities and principles of
humanitarian aid. For that, we have an excellent
collective basis in Europe: the Consensus on
Humanitarian Aid."
"I will continue to ensure that humanitarian aid is
not instrumentalised and that tested principles of
humanity, impartiality, neutrality and independence
are respected."
Compliance with International Law
"I will see it as my duty to speak up with added
vigour for the respect of international law, including
IHL, international human rights law and refugee law,
as well as for the humanitarian principles. I see it as
my duty as Commissioner to act as the voice of the
voiceless."
"I want to ensure that the EU becomes the beacon for
the respect of IHL."
Needs-based EU Humanitarian Aid
"We will continue with our core mandate of
providing essential assistance to victims. The EU
must not arrive with too little, too late – not even
once!"
"Humanitarian aid is deployed differently than
foreign political, economic or security policy tools as
response is based on needs with the objective to save
lives and not anchored in foreign policy interests. [...]
I am committed to assist in 'forgotten crises'. [...] The
Commission will continue to respond to needs
wherever they are to the best of our capabilities."

The EU comprehensive approach and
coordination
"I will carry out my responsibilities in full cooperation
with the other members of the Commission; I will
work closely with the High-Representative/VicePresident and my other colleagues of the external
relations team with the aim to effectively coordinate
our action and concretely deliver on the ground."
Within the EU's comprehensive approach
"... the mandate of each tool has to be respected. I
will insist on the "In-but-Out" approach [as regards
EU Humanitarian Actors]."

"... I will insist on more robust early warning, crisis
and conflict preparedness and preventions as well as
early recovery, stabilisation and peace-building.
Drivers of conflict such as scarcity of resources and
the effects of climate change need to be addressed
together. In this regard, I will work closely together
with the HR/VP and the other Commissioners with
responsibilities in these areas."
Resilience and local actors
"I will continue the work on resilience. Investing in
resilience today through humanitarian and
development assistance is much more cost-effective
than responding to a crisis tomorrow."
"I agree with you that we need to further develop our
strategy and focus on working with local authorities
and communities."
Improving coordination
"The Ebola crisis is a perfect example of the crucial
need for something beyond coordination – a really
joined-up approach between countries and different
ministries [...] bringing all the services together in the
newly-created Emergency Response Coordination
Centre (ERCC), linking up with Member States, our
international partners and the big humanitarian
donors. But frankly, the results are not there yet.
More needs to be done."
"I have to be present on the ground - my first trip will
be to the areas where the virus is active in order to
witness the situation [...] to understand what needs
to be done in order to draft a plan for the
cooperation and coordination."

Civil protection
"The implementation of the new Civil Protection
Legislation should bring up a more reliable,
predictable and efficient response to disasters but
also contribute to preventing disasters in Europe."
"... much more should be done for prevention. And
the Civil Protection Mechanism is the basis for
expanding our prevention measures."

Financing humanitarian action
Increasing needs for humanitarian assistance
"It will be my priority to safeguard and further
develop Europe's capacity to help people in need."
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"...my approach will be to: sustain the recognition of
the specificity of humanitarian aid in the EU budget.
This will require payments at the level of
commitments on a systemic basis; secure the
Emergency Aid Reserve (EAR) as a flexible instrument
to respond to new crises and disasters with sufficient
commitments and payments."
Maximising impact of EU humanitarian aid
"I will work with the VP for the Budget and Human
Resources to ensure that we can finance any
commitments made [...] we will also work together
to ensure the sound and performance-based
management of the budget."
Corruption and fraud
"We have to be adamant on issues of corruption and
fraud [...] If there is such an issue, the programme has
to be suspended and all the necessary procedures which have to be very strict - have to start."
Damages requested from Israel
"In Area C many EU-financed projects have been
destroyed and the EU has requested damages from
the State of Israel. This is correct. And this request
should be upheld because this is how the money of
the European taxpayers foreseen for constructions in
the framework of humanitarian aid is properly used."

Cooperation with the European
Parliament
Responding to growing humanitarian needs
"I have the ambition to work in close cooperation with
the European Parliament as we need to join our
efforts".
Accountability of the Commission to the
Parliament and to our citizens
"... is not just a concept but a necessity which must
drive our collective action."
The European Parliament as a key partner
"I am fully committed to build up an open,
transparent and trustful relationship with the
Members of the Parliament and especially with the
DEVE Committee. The relationship with you will be
one of genuine dialogue and mutual exchange of
ideas and information."
"I will apply the provisions of the Framework
Agreement and, in my areas of responsibility, make

sure that the Commission responds to parliamentary
resolutions or requests made on the basis of Article
225 TFEU, within 3 months after their adoption."
Revising the Humanitarian Aid Regulation
"... we should see in detail what could be revised, and if
we arrive at a common stance, we shall see how to
move forward. [...] I am ready, within the next year, to
have this consultation within the framework of your
Committee."
World Humanitarian Summit (WHS)
"Together with the Member States and humanitarian
partners, as well as the European Parliament, I will
explore options on how to provide the best input to
the Summit."
The Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk
Reduction
"... will be an opportunity to make disaster prevention
and preparedness equal priorities to disaster
response. Parliament’s views are very important, and I
am ready to discuss with you ahead of the
conference."
Constant exchange of information
"I intend to participate as much as needed in the
Parliament's plenary sessions. I also stand ready to
appear before relevant committees as often as
necessary and to exchange with the Members on all
matters in the areas of my competence". [...]
"Reporting on ECHO's humanitarian operations and
the implementation of our budget would become a
regular feature."
Transparency
"I will make sure that the European Parliament is
appropriately informed and consulted on policy or
legislative initiatives. As a general rule, I will share
with you all relevant documents in accordance with
the provisions of the Framework Agreement on
relations between the European Parliament and the
European Commission."
Quotes are either taken from Commissioner
Stylianides's answers to the questionnaire or from the
hearing held on 30 September 2014. In case of multiple
quotes on the same issue, only one is reported here.
Some quotes may be free translations of the original
language spoken.
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