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SUMMARY 
The European Union is the world's largest market for fishery and aquaculture products, with a total 
value of extra-EU imports and exports reaching €26.6 billion in 2018. The consumption of fish in the 
EU exceeded 24 kg per capita in 2017, with the highest consumption levels in Portugal and Spain. 
In terms of production, the EU-27, excluding the United Kingdom, ranks sixth globally. This includes 
catches taken by EU vessels on the high seas and in the waters of third countries. The EU's 
self-sufficiency ratio of 43 % in fishery and aquaculture products is rather low. As a result, internal 
demand is primarily met through imports.  

To ensure the supply of fish to the EU fish-processing industry, import duties are removed or 
reduced for a number of fishery products up to a specific annual import volume. In addition, 
products can enter the EU market, at zero or a reduced rate of duty, from countries with which the 
EU has a free trade agreement in force, or from developing countries that can export to the EU under 
the Generalised System of Preferences (GSP).  

In addition to tariffs, fish imports are subject to EU food hygiene regulations, which set out sanitary 
and phytosanitary requirements, and the EU's common fisheries policy (CFP). The CFP requirements 
include EU marketing standards − covering freshness and size categories − and specific labelling 
requirements that go beyond those required for other food products, for example the obligation to 
indicate the catch area and the main fishing gear used. Other market areas regulated by the EU cover 
the support and organisation of professional bodies and exemptions to competition rules. On the 
one hand, most market intervention mechanisms, such as withdrawal schemes and reference prices, 
have been removed since the most recent reform of the CFP in 2013. On the other hand, the EU 
fishing industry now has greater responsibility in the management of supply and demand. The 
submission of yearly production and marketing plans has become an obligation for all recognised 
producer organisations. 

In this Briefing 

 Introduction 
 The EU fish market in figures 
 Common market regulation 
 Trade in fishery and aquaculture products 

 

 



EPRS | European Parliamentary Research Service 

2 

Introduction 
The distribution of fish stocks across the seas and internal waters is very uneven. Some coastal regions 
of the EU enjoy an abundance of marine fish beyond the needs of the local population, while 
production in landlocked Member States is limited to freshwater fish resources and fish farming. 
Therefore, trade in fish has existed since ancient times. Fishing activities and consumption patterns 
depend on the culture and traditions of each regions. In recent decades, the development of freezing 
and the improvement of transportation has allowed for a vast expansion in international trade. 

Trade policy and the 'conservation of marine biological resources' are among the few policy areas 
that constitute an exclusive competence of the EU. This implies that the core of the common 
fisheries policy (CFP), namely legislation related to marine fishery resources, is implemented 
through EU regulations directly applicable in the Member States. The marketing of fishery products 
falls under shared competence with Member States, together with other policy domains of the CFP, 
such as freshwater fisheries, aquaculture, and processing. Concerning trade issues, the Commission 
acts as the sole negotiating partner with third countries, for instance as regards fishery agreements 
or import conditions for fishery and aquaculture products.  

The first EU regulations on fisheries, adopted in 1970, were very much in line with the agricultural 
policy of the time and covered the common organisation of the market (CMO) in fishery 
products − setting among others marketing standards and guide prices to allow for market 
intervention − and structural aid to the fishing sector − aimed at modernising and extending the 
means of production. However, unlike agriculture, marine fisheries are a finite common resource 
and prone to over-exploitation. Therefore, since the creation of the CFP in 1983, financial aid to the 
fishing sector has gradually come into line with conservation goals. The CMO regulation has been 
thoroughly revised following the latest CFP reform. 

Besides a description of the EU market and trade in fisheries, this document outlines the related 
elements of the CMO regulation. As regards the statistical data, EU figures refer explicitly to the 
EU-27 − excluding the United Kingdom. Otherwise, they refer to the EU-28.  

The EU fish market in figures 
Consumption 
The EU is the largest market in fishery and aquaculture products. Per capita consumption in the 
EU-28 amounted to 24.9 kg in 2016, compared to a worldwide average of 20.3 kg. The annual 
publication from the European Market Observatory for Fisheries and Aquaculture Products 
(EUMOFA) provides interesting information on the EU fish market. The 2019 edition reports that in 
2017 total EU-28 consumption amounted to 12.45 million tonnes or 24.4 kg per capita, but with 
strong differences between Member States. The two EU countries where per capita consumption is 
by far the highest are Portugal (56.8 kg) and Spain (45.6 kg). The United Kingdom is slightly below 
the EU-28 average at 22.9 kg. The three most-widely consumed species account together for almost 
one third of the EU-28 per capita consumption − tuna (3.07 kg, 12.6 %), cod (2.31 kg, 9.5 %) and 
salmon (2.24 kg, 9.2 %). While the first two come almost exclusively from wild captures, salmon 
comes almost exclusively from aquaculture, making it by far the most-widely consumed farmed 
species. Overall, aquaculture accounts for about one quarter (26 %) of the total EU-28 consumption. 
Tuna is mostly sold as a canned product containing skipjack or yellowfin tuna. 

Household expenditure on fish and seafood, excluding out-of-home consumption, reached 
€50.1 billion in 2018 for the EU-27, where the highest expenditure can be noted for Italy 
(€11.6 billion), followed by Spain (€9.8 billion) and France (€8.5 billion). In terms of expenditure per 
inhabitant, Portugal spends not surprisingly the most at €360 per capita. According to Eurostat 
weightings of household expenditure on goods and services, the euro amount spent on fish and 
seafood in the EU-27 in 2019 was one-quarter of that spent on meat. Fish and seafood are also 

http://www.fao.org/3/I9540EN/i9540en.pdf
https://www.eumofa.eu/
https://www.eumofa.eu/documents/20178/314856/EN_The+EU+fish+market_2019.pdf
https://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=prc_ppp_ind&lang=en
https://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=prc_hicp_inw&lang=en
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classified into four states of preservation, with almost half of the expenditure referred to above 
falling under the category of fresh or chilled (48.4 %). Other categories are frozen (19.6 %), dried, 
smoked or salted (10.4 %), and other preserved or processed and preparations (21.6 %). 
Proportionally, Greece has the highest household expenditure on fresh or chilled fish and seafood 
products as a share of total expenditure on fish and seafood products, at 75 %. Finland has the 
highest national share of dried, smoked or salted, at 27 %.  

According to the special Eurobarometer survey on EU consumer habits regarding fishery and 
aquaculture products (2018), 70 % of respondents in the EU-28 eat fishery and aquaculture products 
at home at least once a month − with Spain and Portugal on top, followed by Sweden, Estonia, and 
Finland − and 41 % do so at least once a week. However, respondents also said that they are less 
likely to consume fishery and aquaculture products in restaurants with the same frequency. Most 
respondents buy fishery or aquaculture products mostly at grocery stores, supermarkets, or 
hypermarkets. In some southern countries however, such as Italy, Greece, and Malta, consumers 
favour fishmongers and specialist stores. 

Production 
The ownership of fish catches is linked to the ownership of the catching vessel. When fish caught by 
a vessel flying the flag of a Member State is landed in a port of a non-EU country, it is considered as 
an export of that Member State to the country of landing. Equally, landings of a vessel flying the flag 
of a third country – for example Norway − in a port of a Member State are considered as an import 
from that third country into the EU. In trade policy, fish catches are therefore considered 'specific', 
given that the criterion for production and trade is not necessarily related to the origin of the good.1  

Table 1 − EU production in fisheries and aquaculture by Member State (2015, in tonnes) 

MS 

Marine fisheries Inland fisheries Aquaculture 

Total 
Tonnes 

% out 
of MS 
total 

% out 
of 

total 
EU-28 

% out 
of 

total 
EU-27 

Tonnes 

% out 
of  

MS 
total 

% out 
of 

total 
EU-28 

% out 
of total 
EU-27 

Tonnes 
% out 
of MS 
total 

% out 
of total 
EU-28 

% out 
of 

total 
EU-27 

ES 901 512 75.1% 17.5% 20.3% 6 000 0.5% 4.9% 4.9% 293 510 24.4% 22.5% 26.8% 1 201 022 
UK 701 769 76.8% 13.6% N/A 747 0.1% 0.6% N/A 211 568 23.1% 16.2% N/A 914 084 
DK 868 890 96.0% 16.9% 19.6% 174 0.0% 0.1% 0.1% 36 010 4.0% 2.8% 3.3% 905 074 
FR 497 435 70.5% 9.7% 11.2% 1 187 0.2% 1.0% 1.0% 206 800 29.3% 15.8% 18.9% 705 422 
NL 364 990 85.1% 7.1% 8.2% 1 904 0.4% 1.6% 1.6% 62 204 14.5% 4.8% 5.7% 429 098 
IT 191 634 55.7% 3.7% 4.3% 3 800 1.1% 3.1% 3.1% 148 763 43.2% 11.4% 13.6% 344 197 
DE 251 268 83.0% 4.9% 5.7% 21 349 7.1% 17.5% 17.6% 30 167 10.0% 2.3% 2.8% 302 784 
IE 234 772 86.2% 4.6% 5.3% 78 0.0% 0.1% 0.1% 37 581 13.8% 2.9% 3.4% 272 431 
PL 187 051 78.3% 3.6% 4.2% 18 376 7.7% 15.0% 15.1% 33 560 14.0% 2.6% 3.1% 238 987 
SE 202 946 89.9% 3.9% 4.6% 10 520 4.7% 8.6% 8.7% 12 277 5.4% 0.9% 1.1% 225 743 
FI 153 394 77.6% 3.0% 3.5% 29 476 14.9% 24.1% 24.3% 14 879 7.5% 1.1% 1.4% 197 749 
PT 185 217 95.2% 3.6% 4.2% 1 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 9 320 4.8% 0.7% 0.9% 194 538 
EL 64 431 37.6% 1.3% 1.5% 940 0.5% 0.8% 0.8% 106 038 61.9% 8.1% 9.7% 171 409 
HR 72 264 80.7% 1.4% 1.6% 444 0.5% 0.4% 0.4% 16 875 18.8% 1.3% 1.5% 89 583 
LV 81 305 98.7% 1.6% 1.8% 226 0.3% 0.2% 0.2% 863 1.0% 0.1% 0.1% 82 394 
LT 72 432 92.9% 1.4% 1.6% 1 437 1.8% 1.2% 1.2% 4 083 5.2% 0.3% 0.4% 77 952 
EE 70 753 95.3% 1.4% 1.6% 2 654 3.6% 2.2% 2.2% 799 1.1% 0.1% 0.1% 74 206 
HU 0 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 9 937 36.4% 8.1% 8.2% 17 337 63.6% 1.3% 1.6% 27 274 
BE 24 463 98.5% 0.5% 0.6% 283 1.1% 0.2% 0.2% 82 0.3% 0.0% 0.0% 24 828 
CZ 0 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 3 841 16.0% 3.1% 3.2% 20 200 84.0% 1.5% 1.8% 24 041 
RO 4 843 23.8% 0.1% 0.1% 4 464 22.0% 3.7% 3.7% 11 016 54.2% 0.8% 1.0% 20 323 
BG 8 747 44.9% 0.2% 0.2% 86 0.4% 0.1% 0.1% 10 652 54.7% 0.8% 1.0% 19 485 
MT 2 437 18.4% 0.0% 0.1% 0 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 10 800 81.6% 0.8% 1.0% 13 237 
CY 1 475 21.2% 0.0% 0.0% 20 0.3% 0.0% 0.0% 5 459 78.5% 0.4% 0.5% 6 954 
AT 0 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 350 9.1% 0.3% 0.3% 3 495 90.9% 0.3% 0.3% 3 845 
SL 191 5.3% 0.0% 0.0% 1 971 54.8% 1.6% 1.6% 1 434 39.9% 0.1% 0.1% 3 596 
SK 0 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 1 971 61.2% 1.6% 1.6% 1 248 38.8% 0.1% 0.1% 3 219 
EU-28 5 144 219 78.3% 100%    122 236  1.9% 100%   1 307 020   100%  19 9% 6 573 475 
EU-27 4.442.450     100% 121.489     100% 1.095.452     100% 5.659.391 

Data source: Facts and Figures on the CFP and FAO report on inland fisheries.  

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/c230fb8b-0fe8-11e9-81b4-01aa75ed71a1
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/08d4994e-4446-11e8-a9f4-01aa75ed71a1
http://www.fao.org/3/ca0388en/CA0388EN.pdf
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Complete data on catches and aquaculture production for each Member State can be found in the 
bi-annual Facts and Figures on the Common Fishery Policy publication, complemented with inland 
catch data from the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) − see Table 1 for a 
complete overview of production data by Member State in 2015, sorted in descending order by total 
production and with the five most important Member States for each of the categories highlighted 
in red shading (strongest to weakest in descending order).2 

According to the 2015 data shown in this table, catches in marine fisheries amounted to 
5.14 million for the EU-28 and 4.44 million tonnes for the EU-27. As can be noted, the United 
Kingdom was the third largest producer in the EU-28, after Spain and Denmark.  

The EUMOFA 2019 report offers more recent data on catches for the EU-28 and other major world 
producers. According to this report, the EU-28 marine catches amounted to 5.25 million tonnes in 
2017. Deducting the UK catches (722 725 tonnes, as shown by Eurostat), the EU-27 marine catches 
amount to 4.53 million tonnes in 2017, which makes the EU-27 the sixth largest producer in the 
world (see Figure 2 below). The most important fished species in the EU-28 in terms of volume were 
herring (16 %), blue whiting (9 %), and mackerel (9 %). In terms of monetary value, the top three 
species were shrimp (€ 532 million, 7 % of total value), hake (€ 473 million, 7 %), and mackerel 
(€ 386 million, 5 %).3   

Figure 2 – Top six world producers of marine fishery products in 2017 (in tonnes) 

 
Data source: EUMOFA 2019 report (EU-28 and major world producers) and Eurostat table (UK production).  
 
Regarding inland fisheries, as can be seen in Table 1, Finland and Germany account for most of the 
catches, of which the majority is taken by the recreational fishery sector. Nevertheless, both 
countries count on significant catches by the commercial sector.4  

Aquaculture production in 2015 amounts to about 1.31 million tonnes for the EU-28 and 
1.10 million tonnes for the EU-27. At 16.2 %, UK production as a share of total EU-28 production is 
higher for aquaculture than it is for marine fisheries.  

According to the EUMOFA 2019 report, EU-28 aquaculture production in 2017 amounts to 
1.37 million tonnes. Deducting the UK catches (222 249 tonnes as shown by Eurostat), the EU-27 
aquaculture production amounts to 1.15 million tonnes for that same year. This makes the EU-27 
only the tenth largest producer in the world − with 1.0 % of global production − far behind the 
leading producers − China (57.5 %), Indonesia (14.2 %), India (5.5 %), and Vietnam (3.4 %) − and 
other major Asian producers and Norway (1.2 %). By far, the most farmed species in terms of volume 
in the EU-28 are mussel (35 %), salmon (15 %), and trout (14 %). However, the most important 
species in terms of monetary value are salmon (€974 million, 26 %) − more than 90 % of which is 
produced in the United Kingdom, trout (14 %), and oyster (10 %).  

China: 16,7%

Indonesia: 7,2%

India: 5,8%

United States: 5,4%

Russian Federation: 5,2%

EU27: 4,9%

Others: 54,7%

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/08d4994e-4446-11e8-a9f4-01aa75ed71a1
https://www.eumofa.eu/documents/20178/314856/EN_The+EU+fish+market_2019.pdf
https://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=fish_ca_main&lang=en
https://www.eumofa.eu/documents/20178/314856/EN_The+EU+fish+market_2019.pdf
https://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=fish_ca_main&lang=en
https://www.eumofa.eu/documents/20178/314856/EN_The+EU+fish+market_2019.pdf
https://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=fish_aq2a&lang=en
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EU growth rates in the field of aquaculture lag behind those of the rest of the world. As aquaculture 
was chosen as one of five focus areas in the EU's blue economy, problems were identified − namely 
administrative complexity, lack of transparency in licensing, and spatial planning difficulties. 
Strategic guidelines from the Commission − aimed at assisting Member States in developing their 
national plans and recently evaluated − point to the high EU environmental, animal health, and 
consumer protection standards, which could be turned into a competitive advantage for the EU. In 
February 2020, Parliament held a hearing on the subject. The Commission is expected to publish 
revised strategic guidelines.  

Supply 
As can be noted from the figures above, EU-28 production is far from sufficient to meet the 
consumption levels of the EU market. In addition, a significant share of the production is not 
intended for human consumption. According to the EUMOFA 2019 report, supply – the sum of 
domestic production and imports − of fishery and aquaculture products for human consumption to 
the EU-28 amounted to 14.61 million tonnes in 2017, out of which 5.40 million tonnes came from 
domestic production (37 %) and 9.21 million tonnes from imports (63 %). Out of the total supply, 
2.16 million tonnes was exported, leading to an 'apparent consumption' of 12.45 million tonnes in 
2017. This means that the EU-28 self-sufficiency ratio with respect to apparent consumption is only 
43 %, which is very low compared to other food products, such as meat products, of which the EU is a 
net exporter.5 The self-sufficiency ratio varies from one species to another, being highest for the 
species most caught by EU-28 vessels, such as herring (95 %), sprat (112 %), and mackerel (121 %), and 
lowest for the species most consumed in the EU-28, such as cod (11 %), salmon (18 %), and tuna (27 %).  

Common market regulation 
Background 
The common market organisation (CMO) regulation for fishery and aquaculture products is the EU 
policy for managing the market for those products and one of the pillars of EU fisheries policy. The 
first CMO Regulation − Regulation 2142/70 adopted in 1970 − established basic marketing 
standards for major fish species, financial support for setting up producers' organisations, and 
market intervention mechanisms. The provisions for market intervention included:  

• withdrawal prices set and applied by producer organisations, below which products would 
be removed from the market for human consumption and for which member organisations 
might receive compensation; 

• guide prices set for the whole of the EU for certain fish products and corresponding lower 
intervention prices − EU-wide withdrawal prices; 

• private storage aid for frozen products when prices fall below a certain level; 
• compensation for the canning industry in case of a fall in tuna import prices that would 

threaten the income of those producers; 
• reference prices below which imports from third countries can be restricted or suspended; 
• export refunds for economically important products to cover the difference between world 

market prices and prices within the EU. 
 

The CMO Regulation has been amended and replaced several times, but the market intervention 
mechanism remained quite stable for over 40 years until the 2013 CFP reform. The previous 
regulation − Regulation 104/2000 − still included, albeit in a modified form, most of the mechanisms 
mentioned above − withdrawal schemes, guide prices, private storage aid, compensatory allowance 
for tuna producers, reference prices below which imports from third countries cannot benefit from 
tariff reductions or suspensions, and other safeguards measures with respect to trade with third 
countries.  

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/646152/EPRS_IDA(2020)646152_EN.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52013DC0229
https://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/sites/fisheries/files/docs/swd-2020-6_en.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/public-hearing-measures-to-improve-susta/product-details/20200204CHE06981
https://www.eumofa.eu/documents/20178/314856/EN_The+EU+fish+market_2019.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A31970R2142
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32000R0104
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The end of market intervention mechanisms 
The current CMO Regulation − Regulation 1379/2013 − was adopted at the end of 2013. To achieve 
its objectives, laid down in Article 35 of CFP Regulation 1380/2013, the CMO Regulation covers the 
following five main areas: professional organisations, competition rules, consumer 
information, marketing standards, and market intelligence. Compared to the previous 
regulation, the current one aims to incorporate sustainable production practices and to enhance 
the connection between production and fluctuations in the market by improving consumer 
information and by giving the fishing industry more responsibility in managing supply and demand. 
To this end, it removed all market interventions with the exception of private storage aid − for 
which the end date of 31 December 2018 was set through the EU's Maritime and Fisheries Fund 
(EMFF, Regulation 508/2014). The idea is to move away from market intervention mechanisms and 
to focus instead on the planning and management of production and marketing activities. The 
EMFF for the next programming period − 2021-2027, currently being negotiated in trilogues – might 
however reintroduce support for private storage, following the EP's first-reading position.  

Professional organisations and competition rules 
The main aim of the reformed CMO Regulation is to give the fishing industry more responsibility in 
managing supply and demand. To that end, it provides that producer organisations (POs)6 may be 
recognised and supported if they pursue objectives in line with the CFP and the national strategic 
plans in aquaculture. In addition, the regulation sets other objectives, such as improving the 
conditions for marketing products, improving the economic returns, stabilising markets, 
contributing to food supply, and promoting high food quality and safety standards. Measures to this 
end may include, among others:   

• adjusting production to market requirements;  
• promoting products of PO members by using, for example, certification and, in particular, 

designations of origin, quality seals, geographical designations, traditional specialities 
guarantees, and sustainability merits; 

• collectively planning and managing fishing or aquaculture activities of PO members; 
• promoting vocational training and cooperation programmes to attract young people. 

 
Rules agreed within a PO may, under certain conditions, even be binding for producers who are not 
PO members but who work in the same area – for example, a fishery PO should account for at least 
55 % of the quantities marketed of a given product in a given area. As a new obligation for all 
recognised POs, a production and marketing plan regarding the PO's main marketed species, but 
not necessarily limited to them, must be submitted to the competent authority for approval. Such 
plans should help POs to regulate the market and to find solutions to deal with landings of 
unwanted fish following the discard ban of the reformed CFP.7 

Concerning the above-mentioned measures and the private storage aid mechanism, POs enjoy an 
exemption to competition rules, especially with regard to the prohibition of agreements between 
undertakings or associations of undertakings – for example the control of production or prices 
triggering the storage mechanism.8  

Consumer information and certification  
Another main goal of the reformed CMO Regulation is to provide consumers with improved 
labelling so that they can make better choices when buying fish. The mandatory requirements for 
labelling fishery and aquaculture products, which go beyond those for other food products, include:   

• the commercial designation of the species, accompanied by the less known but universal 
scientific name; 

• the production method, indicating whether the product was caught in marine waters, 
fresh waters, or farmed;  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:32013R1379
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32014R0508
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2019-0343_EN.pdf
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• the area where the product was caught or farmed and the category of fishing gear used in 
the case of catches.9  
 

As one commercial designation may be commonly used for different species and one species may 
have different commonly used names in the same language, the Regulation stipulates that each 
Member State must draw up and publish a list of the commercial designations accepted in their 
territory, together with their scientific names. In addition, the Commission maintains an 
information system that gathers all commercial designations and other useful information.   

Other mandatory information, as required by the Regulation on the 'provision of food information 
to consumers', include the date of maximum durability − 'use by date' or 'best before date' − and 
whether the product has been defrosted. In addition to the mandatory information, the following 
information may be provided on a voluntary basis: date of catch or harvest, landing date, flag state 
of the catching vessel, environmental information, nutritional content, etc.   

However, these labelling provisions do not cover information about the conservation status of a 
stock, which would enable consumers to contribute to sustainable fisheries. There is no such 
labelling policy in the current CFP, only national or private initiatives, such as the Marine 
Stewardship Council (MSC). The CMO Regulation required the Commission to submit to Parliament 
and Council a report on the feasibility of a European label to replace the current system of national 
and private certifications. The Commission complied with this obligation but did not come out in 
favour of creating an independent, voluntary European eco-label. As regards follow-up in the 
Parliament, the Committee on Fisheries (PECH) decided not to take action on this report. An example 
information sheet and a pocket guide illustrate the new rules and the optional certification label. 

In addition, the EUMOFA 2019 report indicates that 36 fishery and aquaculture products from the 
EU-27 benefit from EU-regulated food logos and corresponding standards, namely the protected 
designation of origin (PDO, 9 products), the protected geographical indication 
(PGI, 24 products), and the traditional speciality guarantee (TSG, 3 products).10 Aquaculture 
products may also request the EU label of organic farming, granted for example to salmon 
produced in Ireland.  

Marketing standards and intelligence 
The CMO Regulation provides for the continuation of the existing common marketing standards 
so as to realise the potential of the internal market and facilitate marketing based on fair 
competition. The standards imply uniform characteristics for all products sold in the EU and 
intended for human consumption, regardless of origin – which means they also apply to imported 
fish. The CMO Regulation defines the general objectives of the common marketing standards, 
whereas three specific Council Regulations spell out their details:   

• Council Regulation 2406/96, contains freshness and size categories for about 47 fresh and 
chilled species. According to a Commission evaluation, this list covered 73 % of all EU-28 
landings of fresh fish for human consumption in 2016. Other fresh species, 
prepared/preserved products, and farmed products are not subject to this classification 
system.  

• Council Regulation 1536/92, containing trade descriptions for canned tuna and bonito, and 
Council Regulation 2136/89, containing trade descriptions for canned sardine and 
sardine-type products, resemble two existing FAO standards that are used as reference for 
trade disputes in the World Trade Organization (WTO).11 According to the Commission 
evaluation, the production of canned tuna and sardines represents about 25 % of all 
prepared or preserved fish products and 10 % of all processed fish products produced in the 
EU-28 in 2015.  
 

https://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/market/consumer-information/names
https://mare.istc.cnr.it/fisheriesv2/home?lang=en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:02011R1169-20180101
https://www.msc.org/what-we-are-doing/our-approach/what-does-the-blue-msc-label-mean
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2016:263:FIN
https://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/sites/fisheries/files/docs/body/2015-market-facts_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/sites/fisheries/files/docs/body/eu-new-fish-and-aquaculture-consumer-labels-pocket-guide_en.pdf
https://www.eumofa.eu/documents/20178/314856/EN_The+EU+fish+market_2019.pdf
http://www.bim.ie/media/bim/content/publications/aquaculture/BIM-Annual-Aquaculture-Survey-2018.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A31996R2406
https://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/sites/fisheries/files/docs/body/swd-2019-453_en.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A31992R1536
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1581333045370&uri=CELEX:31989R2136
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Apart from the common standards, producers may also apply higher minimum requirements to 
achieve better market returns. They may base these requirements on EU quality schemes, organic 
farming or private certification schemes, or national legislation.12 

The Commission evaluation of the marketing standards points out that control of marketing 
standards for fresh products is frequently combined with control of other CFP requirements where 
the focus may be on compliance with minimum sizes rather than on ensuring the correct quality 
grading − based on freshness and size categories − and where the subjective nature of quality 
grading leads to different implementation. Minimum marketing sizes in the CMO Regulation are 
aligned with minimum conservation reference sizes (MCRS) or 'minimum landing sizes' for those 
species subject to such size requirements. Minimum marketing sizes remain relevant for imports of 
fish caught in areas for which no MCRS have been set, although they only account for 5 % of the 
volumes of non-EU fresh and chilled fish imports destined for human consumption.  

As regards market intelligence, the CMO Regulation provides that the Commission a) gathers, 
analyses, and disseminates economic knowledge and understanding of the EU market for fishery 
and aquaculture products, b) surveys prices, and c) conducts market analyses and studies. To this 
end, the Commission established in 2013 the European Market Observatory of Fishery and 
Aquaculture Products (EUMOFA), which collects data from FAO Globefish, the European 
Commission's Directorate-General (DG) Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, DG Taxation and Customs 
Union, and Eurostat, as well as Member States and private organisations. Regular publications 
include monthly highlights, which focus on the early sales of certain fish species in a few countries 
and analyses specific topics, and the yearly EU fish market publication.  

Trade in fishery and aquaculture products 
Extra-EU trade flows 
As mentioned above, the EU is far from being self-sufficient in fishery and aquaculture products, 
which makes the EU highly dependent on imports. The EUMOFA 2019 report contains interesting 
figures on trade between Member States and with third countries. However, aggregated EU figures 
in this report refer to the EU-28, which includes the United Kingdom. The extra-EU trade deficit in 
fishery and aquaculture products − the total value of EU-28 exports minus the total value of EU-28 
imports − has been rising since 2013, amounting to €20.8 billion in 2018.  

Data obtained from Eurostat's reference database on international trade in goods (Comext)13 allow 
a better understanding of extra- and intra-EU trade flows. In a scenario using 2018 data but 
considering the United Kingdom as a third country, the trade deficit for the EU-27 amounts to 
€18.9 billion − total imports of €25.9 billion minus total exports of €7.0 billion.14 Needless to say that 
this is a hypothetical scenario, as the free intra-EU trade flows between the United Kingdom and 
other Member States inside the internal market cannot be extrapolated into a post-Brexit scenario, 
even in a scenario of a future trade deal. Table 2 shows the extra-EU-27 import value, for the ten 
most important third-country partners (in descending order from left to right), with the five most 
important importing Member States highlighted in descending red colours.  

As can be seen from the table, Norway is by far the most important supplier, accounting for over 
one quarter of EU-27 imports of fishery and aquaculture products in terms of value, with the main 
entry points being Sweden, which imports almost exclusively from Norway, and, to a lesser extent, 
Denmark. One single species, namely fresh Atlantic salmon, accounts for two thirds of all imports 
from Norway in money terms.15 The United Kingdom would have been the second biggest supplier, 
with France as the main EU-27 market for imports from the United Kingdom. Overall, Spain is the 
number-one market for extra-EU-27 imports, accounting for about one fifth of all imports. Apart 
from the third-country suppliers shown in the table, Spain imports large quantities, in money terms, 
from countries such as Mauritania, Peru, Namibia, and Chile – over €200 million for each country. 

https://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/control_en
https://www.eumofa.eu/
http://www.fao.org/in-action/globefish/en/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/maritime-affairs-and-fisheries_en
https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/home_en
https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/home_en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat
https://www.eumofa.eu/web/eumofa
https://www.eumofa.eu/documents/20178/314856/EN_The+EU+fish+market_2019.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/international-trade-in-goods/data/focus-on-comext
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Table 2 – Top 10 extra-EU-27 suppliers in terms of import value of fishery and aquaculture products, 
in descending order from left to right (2018, in €1000) 

Data source: Comext (2018 data, as of 11 March 2020). 
 
Regarding exports, more than half of the € 7 billion of EU-27 exports is generated by three countries: 
Denmark − 1.4 billion, of which about half goes to the United Kingdom and Norway, including large 
amounts of processed fish, such as fish meal and fish oil, Spain − € 1.2 billion, including large tuna 
catches landed by the Spanish distant fleet in third countries, and the Netherlands − € 1.1 billion.  

Import duties and conditions 
Import duties for fishery and aquaculture products can be roughly divided into four main categories: 
most-favoured-nation (MFN) tariffs practised among WTO members, reduced tariffs following 
free trade agreements (FTA), autonomous tariff quotas meant to guarantee adequate supply, 
and the generalised system of preferences for developing countries. While the first two are 
reciprocal arrangements, the latter two are applied unilaterally. 

The list of fishery products affected by the autonomous EU tariff quotas for the 2019-2020 period 
has been drawn up by the EU on the basis of Council Regulation 2018/1977. The preceding list was 
valid for the three-year period from 2016 to 2018. The autonomous EU tariff quotas are tariff 
reductions – most of which are in effect total tariff suspensions − that only apply to specific import 
quotas for certain products − mostly unprocessed products intended for human consumption. 
These tariff reductions are meant to ensure adequate supply to EU processing industries that are 
highly dependent on such imports. Furthermore, developing countries may benefit from lower EU 
import duties under the generalised scheme of preferences (GSP), a set of rules allowing exporters 
from developing countries to pay lower duties on some or all of their exports to the EU. The current 
GSP Regulation has been in force since 2014.  

MS Norway United 
Kingdom China        Morocco      Ecuador      Iceland      Viet 

Nam 
United 
States India        Argentina    Others Total 

ES 16 750 241 637 450 958 705 026 451 486 47 315 62 316 86 303 162 863 401 458 2 483 483 5 109 596 
SV 4 134 633 7 099 49 846 7 613 1 723 10 100 14 681 9 168 1 540 180 74 198 4 310 782 
DK 1 460 327 66 496 39 926 11 097 4 748 145 613 31 397 83 137 7 773 1 084 998 846 2 850 444 
FR 10 727 736 628 179 363 98 973 211 874 14 473 111 688 206 111 99 899 42 589 1 102 219 2 814 545 
NL 252 356 134 959 156 581 158 218 92 485 489 544 227 025 89 836 99 288 4 096 970 315 2 674 702 
IT 2 066 126 304 98 497 193 712 265 510 1 415 116 367 74 234 136 109 158 585 1 317 718 2 490 517 
DE 228 814 105 377 339 816 52 988 105 801 78 469 144 434 168 022 21 874 4 559 626 725 1 876 878 
BE 2 570 56 761 67 383 9 706 26 485 57 543 113 432 26 130 86 752 5 741 351 590 804 095 
PT 2 679 25 560 95 051 27 174 23 202 15 022 44 150 23 409 52 036 16 822 400 241 725 347 
PL 239 744 51 599 78 859 658 8 396 56 115 23 297 49 709 7 638 11 952 184 888 712 855 
EL 49 357 5 405 25 125 4 601 12 935 562 6 854 4 842 34 413 9 759 176 638 330 491 
FI 272 875 1 505 1 032   1 294 3 526 672 744 0   26 760 308 408 
IE 9 519 228 679 2 719 0 1 898 10 163 1 135 91 2 568 792 7 490 265 052 
LT 48 908 9 477 4 562 96 39 4 373 2 704 34 940 2 861 1 806 60 974 170 740 
MT 2 009 5 998 986 12 853 1 684   281 14 236   51 543 75 605 
CZ 1 382 3 644 2 976 5 264 8 284 156 6 259 10 260 16 231 15 706 54 177 
RO 442 2 869 2 030 1 959 2 884 461 7 257 1 797 107 447 32 510 52 765 
AT 115 4 698 2 279 981 898 188 2 543 88 624   32 228 44 642 
LV 17 998 5 198 1 711 430   6 694 1 457 109   291 7 643 41 531 
CY 2 672 3 772 3 694 380 1 531   4 175 139 2 951   21 821 41 135 
EE 1 545 1 226 1 740 0 317 54 2 154 2 828 221 123 21 193 31 402 
HR 44 4 123 3 318 846 1 339 447 806 44 145 4 885 13 710 29 705 
BG 1 108 935 2 285 1 400 292 1 742 1 043 598   1 195 17 032 27 631 
SK 41 421 1 235 920 1 808 37 486 4 139 0 817 6 489 16 393 
SL 48 871 1 821 99 184 0 2 164 63 525 1 099 4 631 11 504 
HU 440 742 2 016 479 646   1 311 330 137 93 2 810 9 004 
LU   5 442 624     1   405     174 6 646 
EU-
27 6 759 170 1 837 424 1 616 435 1 295 474 1 227 745 944 015 930 087 877 488 720 577 668 605 9 009 575 25 886 593 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/international-trade-in-goods/data/focus-on-comext
https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/glossary_e/mfn_tariff_e.htm
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32018R1977
https://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/development/generalised-scheme-of-preferences/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:02012R0978-20190101
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Regarding FTAs and the GSP, special attention must be given to the rule of origin, which takes into 
account, in the case of capture fisheries, the flag State and the ownership of the vessel.  

Seafood imported from WTO member countries without a preferential arrangement − following a 
trade agreement or the GSP − or outside the framework of autonomous tariff quotas are subject to 
the standard, usually higher, tariffs. These tariffs are defined in Regulation 2017/1925, range from 
0 to 26 % depending on the product, and appear in the combined nomenclature (CN) under a) 
Chapter 3 − Fish and crustaceans, molluscs and other aquatic invertebrates, b) 1604 − Prepared or 
preserved fish; caviar and caviar substitutes prepared from fish eggs, and c) 1605 − Crustaceans, 
molluscs and other aquatic invertebrates, prepared or preserved.  

Fishery and aquaculture imports are subject to general food legislation and the CFP. The general 
principles and requirements of EU food law are laid down in Regulation 178/2002, also called the 
general food law regulation. As regards food imports into the EU, Article 11 of the Regulation 
contains the principle according to which such imports should meet EU food law requirements. 
Where a specific agreement exists between the EU and the exporting country, food imports should 
meet the requirements contained therein.  

EU food imports are also subject to EU food hygiene legislation, which covers all stages of 
production, processing, distribution, and marketing, and includes specific regulations on meat, fish, 
and dairy products. The food hygiene package includes the following regulations: 
Regulation 852/2004 on 'the hygiene of foodstuffs,' Regulation 853/2004 on 'specific hygiene rules 
for food of animal origin,' and Commission Implementing Regulation 2019/627 laying down 
uniform practical arrangements for the 'performance of official controls on products of animal origin 
intended for human consumption' in accordance with Regulation 2017/625. The provisions of the 
food hygiene legislation imply that seafood can be imported into the EU only if it comes from a 
country on the list of approved countries and from an approved establishment inside that 
country (in the case of fisheries, the establishment can be a fishery vessel). The formal recognition 
of a competent authority − responsible for keeping up-to-date the list of approved establishments 
and ensuring credible inspection and controls throughout the production chain − is a pre-requisite 
for a country to be eligible and authorised to export to the EU.  

In order to be imported into the EU, a product must meet the EU sanitary and phytosanitary 
requirements (SPS) and be accompanied by a health certificate. Imports of fishery products must 
enter the EU via an approved border inspection post under the authority of an official veterinarian. 
The delivery of seafood is subject to document and identity checks as well as possible physical 

Shrimp imports from Vietnam 

Vietnam is an important partner country when it comes to fishery and aquaculture imports into the EU. 
Shrimp accounted for half of the country's seafood exports to the EU-27 in 2018 − about €467 million out 
of a total of €930 million (see table 2 above) and corresponding to more than 55 300 tonnes, of which some 
60 % are frozen raw shrimp (mainly CN codes 03061792 and 03061799) and 40 % are prepared or preserved 
shrimp, including some subcategories of 'cooked and peeled, for processing' (mainly CN codes 16052110, 
16052190, and 16052900). EU-27 shrimp imports from Vietnam represent around 10 % of all EU-27 shrimp 
imports − about 547 300 tonnes in 2018. The EU sets the autonomous tariff quota to 0 % for up to 58 000 
tonnes of shrimp imports. Beyond these annual quotas, the corresponding full customs duties are 12 % for 
frozen raw shrimp (codes mentioned above) and 20 % for prepared or preserved shrimp. These base rates 
are applicable to countries such as Thailand and China. Before the trade agreement with the EU, Vietnam 
already enjoyed preferential GSP tariffs − 4.2 % for frozen raw shrimp and 7 % for prepared and preserved 
shrimp. The EU-Vietnam free trade agreement, ratified by Parliament and the Council and due to come into 
force on 1 August 2020, will remove all duties on raw shrimp − including fresh, frozen and chilled − as soon 
as it comes into effect, while import tariffs on prepared or preserved shrimp will only be abolished in 2027. 
The FTA will create an extra competitive advantage to Vietnam, a country that, according to its 2018 
strategy, aims to double its shrimp aquaculture production to 1.3 million tonnes by 2030. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32017R1925
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/tradehelp/eu-product-classification-system
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:02002R0178-20190726
https://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/biosafety/food_hygiene/legislation_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:02004R0852-20090420
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1581430186567&uri=CELEX:32004R0853
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:02019R0627-20190517
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32017R0625
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/sanco/traces/output/non_eu_listsPerActivity_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/international_affairs/trade/non-eu-countries_en
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/tradehelp/sanitary-and-phytosanitary-requirements
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200206IPR72012/parliament-approves-eu-vietnam-free-trade-and-investment-protection-deals
http://dsms.consilium.europa.eu/952/system/newsletter.asp?id=3935320D33323137320D34313937360D37353433380D320D300D6137385961566B4B703343370D310D0D300D3430353639370D372E372E302E32303131350D30
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/629175/IPOL_STU(2018)629175_EN.pdf
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checks. Regulation 2017/625 also sets out the fees to be paid by operators for the official controls 
on imports of fishery products.  

Fishery products also need to comply with the CFP. More specifically, products that fall within the 
scope of the marketing standards − see the above-mentioned Regulation for 47 fresh and chilled 
species and the specific regulations for canned tuna, bonito, sardine, and sardine-type products − 
must also meet the requirements of those standards. As mentioned in the Commission evaluation, 
imports covered by the CFP marketing standards accounted for 11 % of the total EU imports of 
fishery and aquaculture products in 2016, in terms of volume. In addition, imported products must 
also comply with the same labelling requirements as specified in the CMO Regulation (see above). 

Imported fishery products must also be accompanied by a catch certificate in line with the Illegal, 
Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing Regulation.  

Members of the WTO aim to finalise, by written procedure, negotiations on a multilateral agreement 
on fishery subsidies before the 12th Ministerial Conference. The goal is to ban subsidies contributing 
to IUU fishing, overcapacity, and overfishing. 
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Illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing  

A significant problem in the global fish trade is IUU fishing. Besides representing a major threat to the 
sustainability of fish stocks, IUU fishing is the most unfair type of competition against responsible fishermen. 
It also disrupts the fish market. A conservative estimate from a 2009 study states that IUU worldwide could 
range from 11 to 26 million tonnes annually, making it one of the largest 'producers' worldwide – China, the 
largest producer in marine fisheries, captured an average of 13 million tonnes in 2005-2014. According to 
international law, every country is required to effectively exercise jurisdiction and control over vessels flying 
its flag − the flag state. The root cause of IUU fishing is the flag state's failure to exercise this responsibility 
properly. Countries can also exercise control over vessels not flying their flag. For example, coastal 
countries have an obligation to and an interest in controlling fishing activities in their waters. Developing 
countries with a weak control system over their waters are especially vulnerable to IUU fishing. On the other 
hand, port and market states can act as gatekeepers, restricting as much as possible the entry of IUU-
caught fish into their market.  

The EU's responsibilities as a coastal area and flag state are managed through the control regulation 
(current Regulation 1224/2009 is in the process of being replaced) and the fishing authorisation system 
− for its external fleet (Regulation 2017/2403). In addition, the EU, in its role as port and market state, has 
developed a dedicated regulation on IUU fishing, namely IUU Regulation 1005/2008, supplemented with 
Commission Regulation 1010/2009 , which lays down the implementation details. The regulation, which 
entered into force in 2010, is the most far-reaching and influential regulation of its kind in operation today, 
making the EU a global leader in the fight against IUU fishing. The regulation's main objective is to prevent, 
deter, and eliminate the import of IUU products into the EU. It consists of a catch certification system and 
a multiple-step procedure that deal with non-cooperating third countries and may ultimately determine 
the prohibition of imports of fishery products. However, the logic of the regulation is not to put sanctions 
on countries but to improve the situation, encouraging changes in fisheries law and improving fisheries 
management. The impact of the regulation, therefore, lies not only in publicly listing non-cooperative third 
countries but in achieving progress through negotiations before the listing becomes necessary.  

https://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/sites/fisheries/files/docs/body/swd-2019-453_en.pdf
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news20_e/fish_23mar20_e.htm
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2017/608761/EPRS_ATA(2017)608761_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/614598/EPRS_BRI(2017)614598_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2019)633150
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_IDA(2019)642229
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0004570
http://www.fao.org/3/I9540EN/i9540en.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32009R1224
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2019)642281
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32017R2403
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1408984470270&uri=CELEX:02008R1005-20110309
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1408984782181&uri=CELEX:02009R1010-20130917
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ENDNOTES
1   More details can be found at https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-manuals-and-guidelines/-/KS-GQ-16-009 - 

Chapter 4.6 – How is the Partner Country defined? / 4.6.2. Exceptions / Sea products.  
2   The underlying source for marine catches is the Eurostat table fish_ca_main. While the table shows more recent catch 

data for most countries, the latest data update of 16 June 2020 shows complete data only for 2015. Data from FAO on 
inland catches are added to this data in the facts and figures publication − for Czechia, Hungary, Austria, and Slovakia − 
and in Table 1 for all other countries. The underlying source for aquaculture production is Eurostat table fish_aq2a, 
complemented with EUMOFA data. Luxembourg is not included in the table as it has no production. 

3  See the EUMOFA 2019 report, page 77, chart 67 and chart 68.  
4   According to the FAO report, there were 849 registered commercial inland fishermen in Finland in 2016. In Germany, 

commercial inland fisheries accounted to about 16 % of the total inland catch in 2007.  
5   See the EUMOFA 2019 report (page 55), the 2014 Council working document 'How can EU agriculture contribute to the 

food security challenge', which shows self-sufficiency rates (table 2), and the EU agricultural outlook 2019-2030 (page 
41 onwards).  

6   The regulation contains provisions for associations of producer organisations and 'inter-branch organisations' − 
organisations of different interest groups in the fishery and aquaculture sector. The full list of POs can be found here. 

7   Commission Implementing Regulation 1418/2013 and Recommendation 2014/117/EU structure and facilitate the 
plans. 

8   Article 41 of the CMO Regulation lays out the exceptions to the application of competition rules, in particular the 
exemption of Article 101(1) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) on agreements between 
undertakings and decisions by associations of undertakings.  

9   Mandatory information on fishing gear must contain at least one of the seven main net categories − seines, trawls, 
gillnets and similar nets, surrounding nets and lift nets, hooks and lines, dredges, and pots and traps.  

10   Products from outside the EU may benefit from these quality schemes. That is currently the case for freshwater crayfish 
from China, cod from Norway, and anchovy sauce from Vietnam. The United Kingdom has four products registered in 
the EU quality schemes − 4 PDOs and 10 PGIs. 

11  The FAO codex alimentarius, or 'food code,' is a collection of internationally agreed standards, guidelines, and codes of 
practice. Of the 27 codex standards on fishery and aquaculture products, two coincide with EU standards – 
codex 94-1981 for canned sardines and sardine-type products and codex 70-1981 for canned tuna and bonito. 

12  For example, German law, in the Lebensmittelbuch, stipulates the detailed standards for frozen fish fingers, including 
the requirement that they should contain at least 65 % fish. 

13  Statistics can also be found on the Comext interface, DG TRADE statistics page, and Eurostat table DS-016890. 
14  Trade between the UK and third countries is not considered. However, trade between the UK and the EU-27 counts as 

extra-EU-27 trade.  
15  In particular, CN product code 3021400 − fresh or chilled Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar) and Danube salmon (Hucho 

hucho) – which accounted for €4.58 billion of import value from Norway into the EU-27 in 2018.  
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