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China: From partner to rival

According to analysts and politicians, China’s increasingly autocratic domestic stance and assertive
foreign policy are damaging its relations with the European Union. No substantial agreement was
achieved at a virtual EU-China summit on 14 September, despite years of negotiations on many
issues, not least on trade and investment. ‘For the EU, China is simultaneously (in different policy
areas) a cooperation partner, a negotiation partner, an economic competitor and a systemic rival,’
the European External Action Service’s background paper says.

Formally, the EU and China have been strategic partners since 2003 — a partnership that was
broadened five years ago by the EU-China 2020 Strategic Agenda for Cooperation. However, more
recently, EU officials and politicians have been expressing increasing concerns over China’s
economic expansionism and human rights violations. The current coronavirus pandemic and
developments in Hong Kong have had a marked negative impact on EU-China relations.

This note offers links to recent commentaries, studies and reports from major international
think tanks on China, its ties with the EU and related issues.

EU-China

Non-summit shows EU-China ties at new low
Bruegel, September 2020

Towards tougher bilateral relations between EU and China
Institut francais des relations internationales, September 2020

The new China consensus: How Europe is growing wary of Beijing
European Council on Foreign Relations, September 2020

The EU-China relationship
Deutsche Gesellschaft flir Auswartige Politik, September 2020

Europe, the US and China: A love-hate triangle?
Centre for European Reform, September 2020

[t's time for NATO and the EU to have a serious conversation about China
Friends of Europe, September 2020

EU-China relations: State of the art and new perspectives
Istituto Affari Internazionali, September 2020

Relocating production from China to Central Europe? Not so fast!
Bruegel, September 2020
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https://eeas.europa.eu/topics/external-investment-plan/34728/eu-china-relations-factsheet_en#:%7E:text=For%20the%20EU%2C%20China%20is,on%20our%20values%20and%20interests.
http://eeas.europa.eu/archives/docs/china/docs/eu-china_2020_strategic_agenda_en.pdf
https://www.bruegel.org/2020/09/non-summit-shows-eu-china-ties-at-new-low/
https://www.ifri.org/en/publications/editoriaux-de-lifri/lettre-centre-asie/towards-tougher-bilateral-relations-between-and
https://www.ecfr.eu/publications/summary/the_new_china_consensus_how_europe_is_growing_wary_of_beijing
https://dgap.org/en/research/publications/eu-china-relationship
https://www.cer.eu/publications/archive/policy-brief/2020/europe-us-and-china-love-hate-triangle
https://www.friendsofeurope.org/insights/its-time-for-nato-and-the-eu-to-have-a-serious-conversation-about-china/
https://www.iai.it/en/pubblicazioni/eu-china-relations-state-art-and-new-perspectives
https://www.bruegel.org/2020/08/relocating-production-from-china-to-central-europe-not-so-fast/
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Europe's manoeuvring on 5G technology: The case of Italy
Istituto Affari Internazionali, September 2020

The missing partnership: The United States, Europe, and China’s economic challenge
German Marshall Fund, September 2020

China and the EU in the Western Balkans A zero-sum game?
Clingendael, August 2020

Towards strategic autonomy: The role of the EU in the growing China-USA rivalry
Egmont, July 2020

EU-China trade and investment: Views from East and West
Friends of Europe, July 2020

Europe’s China problem: Investment screening and state aid
Bruegel, July 2020

The pandemic, power rivalries and the EU
Friends of Europe, July 2020

Europe’s digital sovereignty: From rulemaker to superpower in the age of US-China rivalry
European Council on Foreign Relations, July 2020

The meaning of systemic rivalry: Europe and China beyond the pandemic
European Council on Foreign Relations, May 2020

Hong Kong calls: Can Europe respond?
Carnegie Europe, May 2020

Other studies and commentaries

China’s ‘dual circulation’ plan is bad news for others’ exports
Bruegel, September 2020

The cacophony of powers: International politics in the 2020s
Istituto Affari Internazionali, September 2020

Europe’s global test
Carnegie Europe, September 2020

The race for critical minerals in an era of geopolitical realignments
Istituto Affari Internazionali, September 2020

How US-China tensions could hamper development efforts
Brookings Institution, September 2020

Lessons from the Trump administration’s policy experiment on China
Brookings Institution, September 2020

China’s structural power and the fate of the BCIM economic corridor
Istituto Affari Internazionali, September 2020



https://www.iai.it/en/pubblicazioni/europes-manoeuvring-5g-technology-case-italy
https://www.gmfus.org/publications/missing-partnership-united-states-europe-and-chinas-economic-challenge
https://www.clingendael.org/sites/default/files/2020-08/china-and-the-eu-in-the-western-balkans.pdf
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2020/07/19/towards-strategic-autonomy-the-role-of-the-eu-in-the-growing-china-usa-rivalry/
https://www.friendsofeurope.org/insights/eu-china-trade-and-investment-views-from-east-and-west/
https://www.bruegel.org/2020/07/europes-china-problem-investment-screening-and-state-aid/
https://www.friendsofeurope.org/insights/the-pandemic-power-rivalries-and-the-eu/
https://www.ecfr.eu/publications/summary/europe_digital_sovereignty_rulemaker_superpower_age_us_china_rivalry
https://www.ecfr.eu/publications/summary/the_meaning_of_systemic_rivalry_europe_and_china_beyond_the_pandemic
https://carnegieeurope.eu/strategiceurope/81927
https://www.bruegel.org/2020/09/chinas-dual-circulation-plan-is-bad-news-for-others-exports/
https://www.iai.it/en/pubblicazioni/cacophony-powers-international-politics-2020s
https://carnegieendowment.org/2020/09/09/europe-s-global-test-pub-82499
https://www.iai.it/en/pubblicazioni/race-critical-minerals-era-geopolitical-realignments
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2020/09/17/how-us-china-tensions-could-hamper-development-efforts/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/lessons-from-the-trump-administrations-policy-experiment-on-china/
https://www.iai.it/en/pubblicazioni/chinas-structural-power-and-fate-bcim-economic-corridor
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China’s system of oppression in Xinjiang: How it developed and how to curb it
Brookings Institution, September 2020

Will the U.S. stance on Chinese telecom equipment change?
European Centre for International Political Economy, September 2020

Returning to the shadows: China, Pakistan, and the fate of CPEC
German Marshall Fund, September 2020

An answer to aggression: How to push back against Beijing
German Marshall Fund, September 2020

The Sino-Russian normative partnership in action
European Union Institute for Security Studies, August 2020

US-China phase one tracker: China’s purchases of US goods
Peterson Institute for International Economics, August 2020

Differentiated cooperation in European Foreign Policy: The challenge of coherence
European Policy Centre, August 2020

Fewer Chinese investments in the US are raising national security concerns
Peterson Institute for International Economics, August 2020

Debunking the myth of ‘debt-trap diplomacy’: How recipient countries shape China’s Belt and Road
Initiative
Chatham House, August 2020

Arms and influence? Chinese arms transfers to Africa in context
Peterson Institute for International Economics, July 2020

How ‘democratic security’ can protect Europe from a rising China
German Council on Foreign Relations, July 2020

Despite the rhetoric, US-China financial decoupling is not happening
Peterson Institute for International Economics, July 2020

Mask wars: China’s exports of medical goods in times of Covid-19
Kiel Institute for the World Economy, July 2020

Masks off: Chinese coronavirus assistance in Europe
German Marshall Fund, July 2020

Hong Kong: The second hand-over
Fondation pour I'innovation politique, July 2020

European fear of ‘missing out’ and narratives on China in Africa
European Think Tank Group, July 2020

China has blown its historic opportunity
Peterson Institute for International Economics, July 2020



https://www.brookings.edu/research/chinas-system-of-oppression-in-xinjiang-how-it-developed-and-how-to-curb-it/
https://ecipe.org/blog/us-stance-on-chinese-telecom-equipment/
https://www.gmfus.org/publications/returning-shadows-china-pakistan-and-fate-cpec
https://www.gmfus.org/commentary/answer-aggression-how-push-back-against-beijing
https://www.iss.europa.eu/sites/default/files/EUISSFiles/Brief%2018%20China%20Russia_0.pdf
https://www.piie.com/research/piie-charts/us-china-phase-one-tracker-chinas-purchases-us-goods
https://www.epc.eu/en/publications/%7E36a63c
https://www.piie.com/research/piie-charts/fewer-chinese-investments-us-are-raising-national-security-concerns
https://www.chathamhouse.org/publication/debunking-myth-debt-trap-diplomacy-jones-hameiri
https://www.chathamhouse.org/publication/debunking-myth-debt-trap-diplomacy-jones-hameiri
https://www.piie.com/blogs/realtime-economic-issues-watch/arms-and-influence-chinese-arms-transfers-africa-context
https://dgap.org/sites/default/files/article_pdfs/dgap-policy_brief-2020-13-en.pdf
https://www.piie.com/blogs/china-economic-watch/despite-rhetoric-us-china-financial-decoupling-not-happening
https://www.ifw-kiel.de/fileadmin/Dateiverwaltung/IfW-Publications/Andreas_Fuchs/KWP_2161.pdf
https://www.gmfus.org/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/ASD-ASIA%20-%20EU%20China%20Coronavirus%20-%20final.pdf
http://www.fondapol.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/fondapol-study-hong-kong-the-second-handover-laurence-daziano-jean-pierre-cabestan-2020-08.pdf
https://ettg.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/ETTG-European-fear-of-missing-out-and-narratives-on-China-in-Africa.pdf
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/china-xi-jinping-missed-global-leadership-opportunity-by-arvind-subramanian-2020-07?barrier=accesspaylog

EPRS | European Parliamentary Research Service

China has an unfair advantage in the EU Market: What can be done to level the playing field?
Bruegel, July 2020

China’s targeted corporate shopping spree to continue, especially in Europe
Bruegel, July 2020

China and the Trans-Pacific Partnership: In or out?
Peterson Institute for International Economics, June 2020

Australia’s strateqic shift to the United States infuriates China
Carnegie Europe, June 2020

China's focus remains firmly fixed on domestic problems
Chatham House, June 2020

East Asia decouples from the United States: Trade war, Covid-19, and East Asia's new trade blocs
Peterson Institute for International Economics, June 2020

China’s Indian Ocean ambitions: Investment, influence, and military advantage
Brookings Institution, June 2020

Reading tea leaves from China’s two sessions: Large monetary and fiscal stimulus and still no growth

guarantee
Bruegel, May 2020

How images frame China's role in African development
Chatham House, May 2020
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https://www.bruegel.org/2020/07/china-has-an-unfair-advantage-in-the-eu-market-what-can-be-done-to-level-the-playing-field/
https://www.bruegel.org/2020/07/chinese-targeted-corporate-shopping-spree-to-continue-especially-in-europe/
https://www.piie.com/blogs/trade-and-investment-policy-watch/china-and-trans-pacific-partnership-or-out
https://carnegieeurope.eu/strategiceurope/82140
https://www.chathamhouse.org/expert/comment/chinas-focus-remains-firmly-fixed-domestic-problems
https://www.piie.com/publications/working-papers/east-asia-decouples-united-states-trade-war-covid-19-and-east-asias-new
https://www.brookings.edu/research/chinas-indian-ocean-ambitions/
https://www.bruegel.org/2020/05/reading-tea-leaves-from-chinas-two-sessions-large-monetary-and-fiscal-stimulus-and-still-no-growth-guarantee/
https://www.bruegel.org/2020/05/reading-tea-leaves-from-chinas-two-sessions-large-monetary-and-fiscal-stimulus-and-still-no-growth-guarantee/
https://www.chathamhouse.org/publication/ia/how-images-frame-chinas-role-african-development
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