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Brexit: The EU-UK trade deal 
The European Union and the United Kingdom reached a last-minute deal on trade and other issues 
on 24 December 2020, thereby avoiding major disruption from 1 January 2021, the date on which 
the transition period ended. However, many politicians and experts have noted that the agreement 
does not cover all areas of potential partnership, as well as leaving some issues ambiguous, so there 
is much potential for complex further negotiations in the future. In practice, the EU-UK trading 
relationship has been further complicated, at least in the short term, by the effects of the coronavirus 
crisis and a recent upsurge in infections in the United Kingdom. 
 
This note offers links to recent commentaries, studies and reports from international think 
tanks on Brexit and related issues. More studies on the topic can be found in a previous item from 
this series, published in September 2020. 
 
Brexit brief 
Institute of International and European Affairs, January 2021 
 
The great Brexit heist 
European Council on Foreign Relations, January 2021 
 
The UK-EU Trade and Co-operation Agreement 2020 
Senior European Experts Group, January 2021 
 
How Britain and the EU could cooperate on defence after Brexit 
European Council on Foreign Relations, December 2020 
 
How UK-EU trade cooperation can survive Brexit 
European Council on Foreign Relations, December 2020 
 
Warming relations: UK-EU climate cooperation after Brexit 
European Council on Foreign Relations, December 2020 
 
What’s in the EU-UK Brexit deal? 
Council on Foreign Relations, December 2020 
 
Ten reflections on a sovereignty-first Brexit 
Centre for European Reform, December 2020 
 
Brexit trade deal means ‘freedom’, but at a cost: The arguments will be far from over 
Centre for European Reform, December 2020 
 
Navigating accidental illegality 
Centre for European Reform, November 2020 
 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652076/EPRS_BRI(2020)652076_EN.pdf
https://www.iiea.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/BrexitBrief_101.pdf
https://ecfr.eu/article/the-great-brexit-heist/
https://senioreuropeanexperts.org/paper/uk-eu-trade-co-operation-agreement-2020/
https://ecfr.eu/article/how-britain-and-the-eu-could-cooperate-on-defence-after-brexit/
https://ecfr.eu/article/how-uk-eu-trade-cooperation-can-survive-brexit/
https://ecfr.eu/article/warming-relations-uk-eu-climate-cooperation-after-brexit/
https://www.cfr.org/in-brief/whats-eu-uk-brexit-deal
https://www.cer.eu/insights/ten-reflections-sovereignty-first-brexit
https://www.cer.eu/in-the-press/brexit-trade-deal-means-%E2%80%98freedom%E2%80%99-cost-arguments-will-be-far-over
https://www.cer.eu/publications/archive/bulletin-article/2020/navigating-accidental-illegality
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Post-Brexit foreign, security and defence co-operation: We don't want to talk about it 
Centre for European Reform, November 2020 
 
The Brexit trade deal is no frictionless uncoupling 
Centre for European Policy Studies, December 2020 
 
Brexit, le malheur de rompre 
Institut français des relations internationales, December 2020 
 
Breaking up is hard to do: Royaume-Uni et Union européenne après le Brexit 
Institut français des relations internationales, December 2020 
 
A deal is done: What happens now? 
UK in a Changing Europe, December 2020 
 
Is Brexit war finally over? 
UK in a Changing Europe, December 2020 
 
Brexit is not done: This deal is no ‘game, set and match’ 
UK in a Changing Europe, December 2020 
 
What the Brexit deal means for Northern Ireland 
UK in a Changing Europe, December 2020 
 
UK manufacturing welcomes the deal in as far as it goes 
UK in a Changing Europe, December 2020 
 
Boris Johnson’s brinkmanship: To the cliff edge or beyond? 
European Policy Studies, December 2020 
 
China and Brexit drive the UK's ‘tilt’ to Indo-Pacific 
Chatham House, November 2020 
 
Brexit and coronavirus: Economic impacts and policy response 
Institute for Government, December 2020 
 
The Brexit deal is the latest case of the government’s disregard for parliamentary scrutiny 
Institute for Government, December 2020 
 
The New Year does not mean that Brexit is old news 
Institute for Government, December 2020 
 
The Brexit deal is about taking back control rather than ‘exact same benefits' 
Institute for Government, December 2020 
 
Partnerships for the future of UK foreign policy 
Foreign Policy Centre, December 2020 
 
Le Brexit pourrait-il mener à la fin du Royaume-Uni? 
Egmont, December 2020 
 
Parliament should have a meaningful vote on the EU trade deal. But it doesn’t 
Foreign Policy Centre, December 2020 

https://www.cer.eu/publications/archive/policy-brief/2020/post-brexit-foreign-security-and-defence-co-operation-we-dont
https://www.ceps.eu/the-brexit-trade-deal-is-no-frictionless-uncoupling/
https://www.ifri.org/fr/publications/politique-etrangere/brexit-malheur-de-rompre
https://www.ifri.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/royaume-uni_et_union_europeenne_apres_le_brexit.pdf
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/a-deal-is-done-but-what-happens-now/
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/is-the-brexit-war-finally-over/
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/brexit-is-not-done-this-deal-is-no-game-set-and-match/
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/what-the-brexit-deal-means-for-northern-ireland/
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/a-deal-is-done-but-what-happens-now/
https://www.epc.eu/en/publications/Boris-Johnsons-brinkmanship-To-the-cliff-edge-or-beyond%7E3a1ee8
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2020/11/china-and-brexit-drive-uks-tilt-indo-pacific
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/publications/brexit-coronavirus-economic-impacts
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/blog/brexit-government-disregard-parliamentary-scrutiny
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/blog/new-year-does-not-mean-brexit-old-news
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/blog/brexit-deal-about-taking-back-control-rather-exact-same-benefits
https://fpc.org.uk/publications/partnerships-for-the-future-of-uk-foreign-policy/
https://www.rtbf.be/info/monde/europe/detail_le-brexit-pourrait-il-mener-a-la-fin-du-royaume-uni?id=10662561
https://fpc.org.uk/parliament-should-have-a-meaningful-vote-on-the-eu-trade-deal-but-it-doesnt/
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Partnerships for the future of UK foreign policy 
Foreign Policy Centre, December 2020 
 
Brexit: Adieu or Au revoir? 
Friends of Europe, December 2020 
 
European security after Brexit 
Institut des relations internationales et stratégiques, December 2020 
 
Brexit, the area of freedom, security, and justice and migration 
Istituto Affari Internazionali, December 2020 
 
Devolution in the UK and the combined challenges of pandemic and Brexit 
Polish Institute of International Affairs, December 2020 
 
The UK’s European question is far from over 
Scottish Centre for European Relations, December 2020 
 
Where next for Scotland and Brexit: Four challenges 
Scottish Centre for European Relations, November 2020 
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https://fpc.org.uk/publications/partnerships-for-the-future-of-uk-foreign-policy/
https://www.friendsofeurope.org/insights/brexit-adieu-or-au-revoir-2/
https://www.iris-france.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/16865-20201215.pdf
https://www.iai.it/sites/default/files/euidea_pb_3.pdf
https://www.pism.pl/publications/Devolution_in_the_UK_and_the_Combined_Challenges_of_Pandemic_and_Brexit
https://www.scer.scot/database/ident-12931
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