
  
  

 

 

ECONOMIC GOVERNANCE SUPPORT UNIT (EGOV) 
Authors: Cristina DIAS, Jost ANGERER 

Directorate-General for Internal Policies 
PE 659.644 

 

EN 

 

BRIEFING 

Exchange of views with 
Commissioner Elisa Ferreira on 
the implementation of the 
Technical Support Instrument  
 
Ahead of BUDG-ECON exchange of views with Commissioner Ferreira, on 14 June, this note provides a brief 
overview on the 2021 annual workplan, ongoing and finalised projects and some other elements of the Technical 
Support Instrument.  

 

I. The Technical Support Instrument  
The Technical Support Instrument (TSI) aims at providing technical assistance to Member States in 
implementing strutural reforms. It has a wide scope of action and is endowed with a budget of  around 
EUR 114 millions for 2021 (of an overall envelope of EUR 864 millions for the period of the current 
Multiannual Financial Perspectives (2021-2027). The 2021 workplan has been adopted and disclosed on 
2 March (see below section 2).  Further details of the TSI main elements can be found in a separate  EGOV 
briefing. A new Commission website page on reforms under the TSI (and its predecessor, the Structural 
Reforms Support Programme) was launched on 9 June 2021.  

The TSI regulation foresees that Parliament can invite the Commission for an exchange of views to discuss 
the annual report on the implementation of the instrument.  

II. Annual workplan of the Technical Support Instrument 
The 2021 annual workplan and its annex focus on issues related to the European Semester: “Of the requests 
selected, 97% concern support for implementing reforms that will help to achieve strategic policy priorities, as set 
out under the European Semester framework for policy coordination. This includes support (...) under the EU-wide 
policy initiatives, such as the Green Deal, the Single Market Strategy, the Digital Single Market, the Energy Union, 
the Capital Markets Union, the European Pillar of Social Rights, or implementation of Union law. It also includes 
actions and activities in support of reforms that may help Members States prepare for joining the euro area.” 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2021/659652/IPOL_IDA(2021)659652_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2021/659652/IPOL_IDA(2021)659652_EN.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/commission-website-dedicated-reform-support-goes-live-2021-jun-09_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2021/240
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/tsi_2021_fd_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/annex_tsi_2021_en.pdf
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The Annex of the workplan details the ten priority areas for intervention in 2021, which can be summarised 
as follows: (a) public financial and asset management and budget process; (b) institutional reform and 
efficient and service-oriented functioning of public administration and e-government; (c) business 
environment, including for small and medium-sized enterprises; (d) education, lifelong learning and 
training, vocational education and training, (e) accessible, affordable and resilient public healthcare, social 
security systems, care and welfare, and childcare; (f) policies for the mitigation of climate change, a just 
digital and just green transitions; (g) financial sector policies and regulation, including financial literacy, 
financial stability, access to finance and lending to the real economy; (h) the production, provision and 
quality monitoring of data and statistics; (i) preparation for membership of the euro area; and (j) early 
detection of and a coordinated response to substantial public health or security risks. 

For 2021, the Commission has chosen 226 projects focusing mostly on green (30% of chosen projects) and 
digital (44% of chosen projects) transitions. Eighteen Member States will benefit from joint targeted public 
financial management training in green budgeting. 

III. The Technical Support Instrument: projects ongoing and finalised 

The Commission discloses a list of approved projects, available here for those approved in the  2021 cycle. 
Projects approved in previous cycles are also listed (see here and DG Reform country factsheets). Two of 
the most recent examples of finalised projects are the technical assistance granted to Croatia by the OECD 
(available here) and a project on financial literacy in Portugal (available here).  

For the first project, OECD made available the final report. As explained by the OECD, the report describes 
and evaluates the corporate governance framework of the Croatian state-owned enterprise sector relative 
to the OECD Guidelines on Corporate Governance of State-Owned Enterprises (SOEs). The report provides 
a number of recommendations on how to better align governance of SOEs with international standards 
and pratices. Among these, one could highlight the elaboration of an ownership policy and strong 
corporate governance and disclosure standards for SOEs, clarification of SOEs’ financial and non-financial 
performance objectives or improving transparency and disclosure practices.  

For the second project, no final report could be found. Nevertheless, the national beneficiary, Comissao 
do Mercado de Valores Mobiliarios, organised a public presentation where the main conclusions of the 
report were highlighted (video recording available here).  

 

Focus on: Financial sector and access to finance 

The Commission provides technical support to EU Member States across a broad spectrum of reforms in 
the financial sector. The technical support is focused on strengthening the sector’s oversight, responding 
to the quickly changing market and supporting broad financing options for the real economy. 

For examples of projects in the Member States relating to Banks, Insurance undertakings and pensions, 
Capital markets, Green finance, Insolvency and debt restructuring, Anti-money laundering, Financial 
literacy, and Crisis management, please see this webpage of DG REFORM of the Commission. 

  

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/QANDA_21_746
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/approved_technical_support_requests_under_the_technical_support_instrument_2021.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/rss-technical-support-per-country_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/tsi-2021-country-factsheets_en
https://www.oecd.org/corporate/soe-review-croatia.htm
https://www.cmvm.pt/en/Comunicados/Comunicados/Pages/20210519a.aspx
https://www.oecd.org/corporate/OECD-Review-of-the-Corporate-Governance-of-State-Owned-Enterprises-Croatia.pdf
https://www.cmvm.pt/en/Comunicados/Comunicados/Pages/20210519a.aspx
https://vimeo.com/555127601
https://ec.europa.eu/reform-support/what-we-do/financial-sector-and-access-finance_en
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III. Other isssues 
Brexit reserve 

In her confirmation hearing, Commissioner Ferreira said “There would need to be emergency aid to those 
countries or rather the regions concerned to try and reduce the impact of a hard border caused by a hard Brexit.  
We would have to help the populations affected. [...] If that happens we would have to go over the details of every 
cooperation programme, in Interreg and elsewhere.”. Following the negotiations of the Multiannual Financial 
Framework, a special Brexit reserve (the Brexit Adjustment Reserve) has been set up. Commissioner Ferreira 
will be responsible for managing such reserve. The legislative procedures are ongoing, on the basis of a 
Commission proposal of 25.12.2020. REGI is the responsible committee in Parliament, with the budgetary 
implications being dealt with by BUDG following a Commission proposal to amend the 2021 EU budget.  

Assistance to Member States on their Recovery and Resilience Plans 

The TSI can provide technical assistance to Member States in preparing and implementing measures 
contained in their Recovery and Resilience Plans. In fact, in accordance with Commission information, more 
than 60% of 2021 pre-selected TSI projects are related to the implementation of the RRPs. A specific call for 
RRPs-related projects has also been launched, as foreseen in recital 15 of the TSI Regulation.  

For an overview of the RRF, see separate EGOV briefing.  

TSI and the European Semester  

The TSI can assist Member States in implementing reforms covered by Country Specific Recommendations  
issued under the European Semester (see separate TSI briefing for the relationship of the TSI and the 
European Semester). In its Communication of 2 June 2021 on the European Semester, the Commission 
underlines that ensuring an effective policy coordination under the European Semester remains crucial to 
set the EU economy on a stronger growth path after the crisis. While this year’s cycle was temporarily 
adapted to allow for the launch of the Recovery and Resilience Facility, the European Semester continues to 
support the policy discussions among Member States, exchange of best practices and agreements on a 
common way forward. In their recovery and resilience plans, Member States are required to effectively 
address all or a significant subset of challenges identified in the relevant country-specific recommendations, 
including fiscal aspects thereof. Beyond the scope of the Facility, those recommendations that are not 
addressed remain valid and will continue to be monitored under the European Semester framework. 

For an overview of the 2019, 2020 and draft 2021 CSRs, see separate EGOV briefing. 
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/629207/IPOL_BRI(2019)629207_EN.pdf
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0380(COD)&l=en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/docs_autres_institutions/commission_europeenne/com/2020/0854/COM_COM(2020)0854_EN.pdf
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2021/0022(BUD)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2021/0022(BUD)&l=en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/docs_autres_institutions/commission_europeenne/com/2021/0030/COM_COM(2021)0030_EN.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/QANDA_21_746
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2021/659656/IPOL_IDA(2021)659656_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2021/659652/IPOL_IDA(2021)659652_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/651391/IPOL_STU(2021)651391_EN.pdf
mailto:egov@ep.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/supporting-analyses
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