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SUMMARY 
The coronavirus pandemic has resulted in Latin America's worst economic and social crisis in 
decades, with a disproportionate impact on informal workers. The informal economy describes 
economic activity by workers or economic units that is not or only insufficiently covered by formal 
legal or practical arrangements. Although it is on the decline in Latin America, the informal economy 
still accounts for slightly over half of all jobs in the region. 

To counteract the spread of Covid-19, various confinement measures were implemented in Latin 
American countries. These lockdowns have had a substantial effect on earnings in the informal 
economy, some estimations show income contraction of up to 80 %. By its very nature, the informal 
economy leaves workers vulnerable to external shocks. Inadequate or non-existent social safety nets 
mean that income losses can quickly lead to poverty or death. Despite several Latin American 
countries being classified as high- or upper middle-income countries, large parts of the region's 
inhabitants lack access to health care. For those who do have access, out-of-pocket expenses are 
high. Furthermore, many public hospitals are overstrained and lack the qualified staff to deal with a 
health crisis. 

The pre-existing levels of high inequality have been aggravated since the start of the pandemic. 
Various economic and social policy responses have been implemented to alleviate the current 
circumstances. Nevertheless, limited fiscal space and a lack of state capacity weakens the 
effectiveness of such policies. The situation is worsened by an expected slow economic recovery: 
estimates project a return to pre-pandemic levels of aggregate output only by the end of 2023. The 
European Union has pledged €918 million to support the region under the Team Europe package. 
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Definitions 
According to the International Labour Organization (ILO), the informal economy refers to 'all 
economic activity by workers or economic units that are – in law or practice – not covered or 
insufficiently covered by formal arrangements'. It includes autonomous and salaried workers, 
normally producing legal goods and services. The reasons for the rapid growth of the informal 
economy are often interconnected. The informal economy tends to absorb workers in areas with 
high population growth or urbanisation, as the formal economy is not sufficient to provide 
employment. Additional reasons include high entry barriers to the formal economy in the form of 
excessive regulation and corruption, and weak capability of institutions to deliver education, 
training and infrastructure. The informal economy usually flourishes in areas with high levels of 
unemployment and poverty, with most workers operating in the informal economy doing so out of 
a need to survive. While the informal job market has low entry barriers, the jobs seldom meet the 
standards of decent work. The informal economy is also described as 'the diversified set of economic 
activities, enterprises, jobs, and workers that are not regulated or protected by the state'. The 
informal economy is not taxed or 
monitored by the government. Despite 
not paying tax, the average disposable 
income of informal workers is lower than 
that of workers in the formal economy. 
Furthermore, workers are not covered by 
labour legislation or social protection 
schemes, leaving them more vulnerable 
to poverty and external shocks. In 2018, 
over 60 % of the world's employed 
population were estimated to be working 
in the informal economy.  

The informal economy in Latin America 
Although the scale of the informal economy has shrunk in Latin America over the last two decades, 
it still accounts for slightly over half of total employment in the region (around 140 million workers). 
The agricultural sector is characterised by higher levels of informality than other sectors. Bolivia, 
Ecuador, Colombia, Peru, Paraguay, the Dominican Republic, and El Salvador all showed informal 
employment rates greater than 85 % in their agricultural sectors in 2019. The contrast between 
agricultural and non-agricultural employment is reflected in the differences between rural and 
urban areas, with informal employment in rural areas being 1.5 times higher than in urban areas. As 
Table 1 shows, countries' levels of informal non-agricultural employment vary greatly. The share of 
informal employment in the non-agricultural sector in Bolivia reached 79.1 % in 2019, while in 
Uruguay 23.6 % of non-agricultural employment was informal. Women, the elderly, young adults 
and those with low levels of formal education are especially vulnerable when it comes to non-
agricultural employment. 

In 2016, 62.4 % of Latin American young adults aged 15 to 24 (around 27 million) were estimated to 
work in the informal economy, compared with 52.5 % of adults aged 25 to 64. Informality is 
especially widespread among young women and young workers living in poverty. Concurrently, a 
negative relationship between education and informality has been observed. As education 
increases, informality decreases: 67.5 % of workers with a primary education were found to work in 
the informal economy, the percentage dropped to 38.9 % for those with a secondary education and 
to 24.4 % for those with a tertiary education. Informal employment is also 1.5 times higher in rural 
areas than in cities. Unlike in other regions of the world, informal employment in Latin America and 
the Caribbean is high both among employees and own-account workers (over 41 %) – the usual 
trend is that in the less-developed economies informal employment is highest among own-account 

Box 1 – Features of informal employment 

 No protection against unpaid wages 

 Compulsory overtime/extra shifts 

 Lay-offs without notice or compensation 

 Unsafe working conditions  

 No social benefits (such as pensions, health care, 
unemployment insurance and family allowances). 

Source: ILO. 

https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_norm/---relconf/---reloff/documents/meetingdocument/wcms_080105.pdf
https://www.rrojasdatabank.info/sida.pdf
http://wiego.org/informal-economy/about-informal-economy
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/04/how-can-we-save-the-poor-from-latin-americas-informal-economy/
https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_627189/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---americas/---ro-lima/documents/publication/wcms_645159.pdf#page=28
https://csa-csi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/ORIGINAL-Boletin-02-English.pdf
https://expansion.mx/economia/2018/09/26/hay-140-millones-de-trabajadores-informales-en-america-latina
https://ilostat.ilo.org/data/
https://ilostat.ilo.org/data/
https://www.ilo.org/americas/publicaciones/panorama-laboral/WCMS_675285/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/publication/wcms_626831.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_362985/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---americas/---ro-lima/documents/publication/wcms_732198.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---americas/---ro-lima/documents/publication/wcms_675285.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---americas/---ro-lima/documents/publication/wcms_675285.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/public/english/bureau/stat/download/papers/meas.pdf
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workers, while in more developed economies dependent employment accounts for the largest 
share of the informal economy. 

Table 1 – Percentage of informal employment in the non-agricultural sector – Selected 
countries 

2018 2019 

Total Men Women Total Men Women 

Argentina 48.1 % 47.7 % 48.7 % 49.4 % 49.4 % 49.4 % 

Bolivia 73.2 % 71.5 % 75.2 % 79.1 % 77.5 % 81.2 % 

Brazil 44.7 % 43.1 % 46.5 % 44.9 % 43.4 % 46.7 % 

Chile 27.7 % 25.9 % 29.9 % 27.8 % 26.3 % 29.7 % 

Colombia 57.3 % 55.5 % 59.3 % 57.3 % 55.2 % 59.7 % 

Costa Rica 36 % 31.5 % 42.7 % 36.8 % 32.6 % 42.7 % 

Dominican Rep. 53.6 % 54.7 % 52.3 % 51.1 % 52.1 % 49.9 % 

Ecuador 64.8 % 63.3 % 66.8 % 65.8 % 64.7 % 67.2 % 

El Salvador 62.9 % 56.7 % 69.6 % 63.8 % 56.9 % 71.4 % 

Panama 45.3 % 44.9 % 45.7 % 46.7 % 46.6 % 46.8 % 

Paraguay 64.5 % 61.9 % 67.7 % 63.4 % 61.4 % 65.9 % 

Peru 59.6 % 53.8 % 66.3 % 59.9 % 54.2 % 66.5 % 

Uruguay 23.5 % 24.4 % 22.4 % 23.6 % 24 % 23.2 % 

Data source: ILOSTAT (SDG indicator 8.3.1), collected from household and labour force surveys, 2018 and 2019. 

Data source: 2018 Labour Overview for Latin America and the Caribbean (ILO). 
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https://ilostat.ilo.org/data/
https://www.ilo.org/americas/publicaciones/panorama-laboral/WCMS_675285/lang--en/index.htm.
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The effect of coronavirus on the informal economy 
Between 2003 and 2013, economic growth in Latin America was bolstered by an increase in global 
commodity prices. When commodity prices fell, economic growth stagnated. Between 2014 and 
2019, average annual economic growth was estimated at 0.4 % (with some differences among 
countries: for instance, in 2019 Argentina and Nicaragua experienced negative growth, in Mexico 
and Peru it was practically zero, and in Colombia, Dominican Republic, Panama and Guatemala the 
economies grew by over 3 %). Simultaneously, an increase in informal employment was observed 
in the region. The added pressure of the coronavirus pandemic has resulted in Latin America´s worst 
economic and social crisis in decades (a decrease of between 5.3 % and 7.4 % of gross domestic 
product (GDP) was expected for 2020), which disproportionally affects informal workers. According 
to ILO, the effects of the pandemic and the high level of informality led to the loss of 47 million jobs 
in the first half of 2020 in the region. Following the outbreak of coronavirus, a series of lockdown 
measures were implemented in Latin American countries. These confinement measures have had a 
substantial effect on earnings in the informal economy. Many informal jobs cannot be done from 
home, particularly those in urban areas. Furthermore, small enterprises such as street food vendors, 
taxi drivers, and tourist guides thrive on the circulation of people to buy their products and services. 
Some estimations on the informal economy show income losses as high as 80 % and a rise in poverty 
of over 50 %. 

The characteristics of the informal economy leave workers vulnerable to external shocks. Due to 
insufficient or non-existent social safety nets, income losses may quickly lead to poverty or death. 
Workers in the informal economy are more likely to break confinement measures as they are forced 
to prioritise their economic survival over their health and thus face exposure to the virus. Female 
domestic workers and migrant workers are especially vulnerable. The ILO estimates that 8 out of 10 
domestic workers in Latin America work informally (9 out of 10 in Central America and the 
Caribbean), and around 20 % of them lost their jobs due to the pandemic between January and 
September 2020. Domestic workers are at high risk of infection, and they usually lose their income 
if they cannot travel to their place of work. Restrictions on movement have left migrant workers 
unable to return home, but they do not necessarily qualify for the social policies aimed at informal 
workers in the countries in which they are confined. The adverse effects of lockdown measures have 
increased the vulnerability of informal workers compared with previous economic crises. As poverty 
is prevalent in the informal economy, the 
majority of informal workers and informal 
businesses do not have sufficient savings 
to survive the pandemic. A lack of savings 
can force informal businesses to close 
permanently, leading to higher long-
term poverty rates. Furthermore, as many 
informal workers have no bank accounts, 
they also have difficulty receiving state 
subsidies. To solve this problem, some 
Latin American countries have come up 
with imaginative solutions: Brazil has 
introduced a smartphone application, 
Colombia and Costa Rica have offered 
free digital banking products or accounts, 
and Chile has handed out debit cards. 

Despite several Latin American countries being classified as high- or upper middle-income 
countries, large parts of the region's inhabitants lack access to health care (over 140 million, 
according to the ILO). The region lacks basic infrastructure, which limits treatment options for 
coronavirus patients. People working in the informal economy normally have poor access to health 
care; therefore they do not receive proper care and have limited access to ventilators for instance. 

Box 2 – Typical jobs in the informal economy 

 Own-account workers such as street vendors or taxi 
drivers 

 Domestic workers such as housekeepers or nannies 

 Home-workers producing goods (for example clothing) 
for sale 

 Casual workers without fixed employment, for example 
in agriculture and construction 

 Contributing family worker without employment 
contract 

 Workers active in the formal economy without formal 
arrangements, for example cleaners. 

Source: ILO, Sida. 

https://blogs.worldbank.org/developmenttalk/what-does-end-commodity-boom-mean-poverty-latin-america
https://www.cepal.org/sites/default/files/publication/files/45477/S2000285_en.pdf
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.MKTP.KD.ZG?locations=ZJ
https://www.infobae.com/america/mexico/2019/05/29/el-empleo-informal-en-abril-alcanzo-su-nivel-mas-alto-en-5-anos-segun-cifras-oficiales/
https://www.cepal.org/en/pressreleases/2014-2020-period-will-mark-lowest-growth-last-seven-decades-latin-american-and
https://www.cepal.org/en/pressreleases/covid-19-pandemic-will-lead-biggest-contraction-economic-activity-regions-history-53
https://blogs.imf.org/2021/02/08/latin-america-and-caribbeans-winding-road-to-recovery/
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---americas/---ro-lima/documents/publication/wcms_764169.pdf
https://www.americasquarterly.org/article/how-to-think-about-the-lockdown-decision-in-latin-america/
https://www.americasquarterly.org/article/how-to-think-about-the-lockdown-decision-in-latin-america/
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---travail/documents/briefingnote/wcms_743623.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/americas/sala-de-prensa/WCMS_744298/lang--es/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---travail/documents/briefingnote/wcms_743523.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---travail/documents/briefingnote/wcms_743523.pdf
https://blogs.worldbank.org/opendata/how-does-informality-aggravate-impact-covid-19
https://www.ids.ac.uk/opinions/precarious-and-informal-work-exacerbates-spread-of-coronavirus/
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---americas/---ro-lima/---sro-santiago/documents/publication/wcms_746274.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---americas/---ro-lima/documents/publication/wcms_764630.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/latin-america/events/lac-ministerial-on-social-inclusion/2020-OECD-LAC-Ministerial-Informality-and-employment-protection-during-and-beyond-COVID-19-background-note.pdf
https://oecdecoscope.blog/2020/06/29/reaching-out-to-informal-workers-in-latin-america-lessons-from-covid-19/?print=pdf
https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_007961/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_007961/lang--en/index.htm
https://guyana.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-07/SG%20Policy%20brief%20COVID%20LAC%20%28English%29_10%20July.pdf
https://www.economist.com/the-americas/2020/04/11/latin-americas-health-systems-brace-for-a-battering
https://www.ilo.org/public/english/bureau/stat/download/papers/meas.pdf
https://publikationer.sida.se/contentassets/ff689029b9a5479ebc8688bbe521600e/13925.pdf
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The elderly population in the informal economy, without pensions or health care, is especially 
threatened. The situation has been made worse by vaccination delays: although most countries 
have already started the vaccination process (Argentina, Chile, Costa Rica and Mexico in December 
2020, and others in January and February 2021), they are still in the first stages of immunising priority 
groups. Chile has been the most efficient in the process so far. Other countries, such as Cuba, Haiti, 
Honduras and Nicaragua, have not yet started or are just beginning to vaccinate. 

In its Labour Report 2020 on Latin America and the Caribbean, the ILO noted that, in the first half of 
the year, following the start of the coronavirus pandemic, the informal economy had not followed 
its usual dynamics in times of crisis. Instead of growing at the expense of lost formal employment, 
the rate of informality contracted proportionally more than that of formal employment. 

Table 2 – Covid-19 situation in Latin America and the Caribbean (20.4.2021, ordered by 
no. of cases) 

Country No. 
confirmed 
cases (World 
ranking) 

Number of 
deaths 

Case-fatality 
ratio (%) 

Deaths per 
100 thousand 
population 

Vaccine 
doses 
administered 

% of 
population 
fully 
vaccinated 

Brazil 13 973 695 (3) 374 682 2.7% 117.53 33 807 132 4.3% 

Argentina 2 714 475 (11) 59 476  2.2% 132.35 6 433 141 1.8% 

Colombia 2 667 136 (13) 68 748  2.6% 136.57  3 867 076 2.4% 

Mexico 2 306 910 (14) 212 466 9.2% 166.54 14 368 0741 3.1% 

Peru 1 707 787 (17) 57 537 3.4% 176.98 1 284 556 1.7% 

Chile 1 131 340 (23)  25 277 2.2% 133.37 13 352 602 30% 

Panama 361 044 (46) 6 189 1.7% 145.75 565 471 __ 

Ecuador 360 563 (47) 17 703 4.9% 101.90 545 132 1.0% 

Bolivia 290 362 (54) 12 666 4.4% 110.01 557 394 1.5% 

Dom. Rep. 261 531 (58) 3 422 1.3% 31.87 1 509 898 5.6% 

Paraguay 252 443 (60) 5 384 2.1% 76.43 87 827 0.2% 

Costa Rica 230 837 (67) 3 099 1.3% 61.40 698 327 5.0% 

Guatemala 213 049 (69) 7 241 3.4% 43.61 158 918 <0.1% 

Honduras 201 677 (71) 4 963 2.5% 50.92 57 639 <0.1% 

Venezuela 184 595 (74) 1 925 1.0% 6.75 250 000  __ 

Uruguay 167 033 (77) 1 971 1.2% 56.94 1 436 135 10% 

Cuba 94 571 (93) 531 0.6% 4.69 __ __ 

El Salvador 67 557 (100) 2 078 3.1% 32.20 200 000 __ 

Jamaica 44 136 (110) 727 1.6% 24.66 135 473 __ 

Haiti 12 918 (134) 251 1.9% 2.23 __ __ 

Belize 12 558 (137) 318 2.5% 81.46 34 262 N/A 

Guyana 11 901 (138) 271 2.3% 34.62 73 600 0.1% 

Bahamas 9 791 (144) 194 2.0% 49.81 __ __ 

Surinam 9 581 (145) 187 2.0% 32.17 34 630 __ 

Trinidad and 
Tobago 

8 964 (146) 154 1.7% 11.04 16 462 __ 

Nicaragua 6 778 (150) 180 2.7% 2.75 61 625 __ 

Regional Total 27 303 232 867 640     

World Total 137 542 415 2 962 538     

Source: Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, Coronavirus Resource Center, (JHU Global Map, Mortality analysis) and 
New York Times Vaccination Tracker, updated daily on websites. EPRS own elaboration. 

 

https://cnnespanol.cnn.com/2021/03/02/asi-va-la-vacunacion-contra-el-coronavirus-en-america-latina/
https://www.infobae.com/america/tendencias-america/2021/03/12/vacunacion-en-america-latina-avanza-lento-y-advierten-que-pueden-subir-los-casos-de-covid-19-tras-semana-santa/
https://www.infobae.com/america/tendencias-america/2021/03/12/vacunacion-en-america-latina-avanza-lento-y-advierten-que-pueden-subir-los-casos-de-covid-19-tras-semana-santa/
https://www.infobae.com/america/america-latina/2021/02/12/como-chile-logro-la-vacunacion-mas-masiva-y-eficiente-de-america-latina/
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---americas/---ro-lima/documents/publication/wcms_764630.pdf
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/data/mortality
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/world/covid-vaccinations-tracker.html
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Containment measures limiting the movement of people and confining them in their homes 
restricted the possibilities for informal labour considerably. Informal labour usually involves the 
provision of goods and services in person (informal workers do not usually have the infrastructure 
or meet the conditions for telework), and its suspension is not usually compensated by subsidies or 
benefits. The ILO expects informality rates to rise again in the region in 2021 as restrictions are lifted 
or become more flexible. This will probably have a negative impact on employment conditions, as 
the rise in informal work tends to make working conditions more precarious. 

Brazil 
Brazil was slowly recovering from its 2014-2016 recession when the Covid-19 pandemic hit the 
country (the recovery amounted to just 1.3 % of real GDP growth in 2017 and 2018, and 1.1 % in 
2018). At that time, the income of the poorest 40 % of the population remained below the pre-2014 
crisis level. Nearly 20 % were living on less than US$5.50 per day, and 9.3 million Brazilians were 
living in extreme poverty (on less than US$1.90 per day). As a result of the pandemic, the Brazilian 
economy was plunged back into a new, deeper recession, with the unemployment rate reaching 
13.3 % in June 2020. According to the continuous national household sample survey (PNAD-
Contínua), the coronavirus crisis penalised informal labour, as employment of informal private 
sector workers fell by 20.8 % between March and May 2020, compared with 7.5 % for formal workers. 
In addition, the number of own-account workers fell by 8.4 % in the same period. The steep drop in 
labour income and employment prompted by the crisis increased the likelihood that low-salary and 
informal workers (41 % of total workers in Brazil) would fall into poverty. 

As of 20 April 2021, Brazil is the Latin American country worst affected by the pandemic, with over 
13 973 000 confirmed cases and 374 000 deaths (occupying third and second place in the world for 
cases and deaths respectively). The spread of Covid-19 overwhelmed the health systems in all 
Brazilian regions, especially in areas where these systems were already fragile. Hospital admissions 
and mortality were higher in northern and north-eastern regions at the beginning of the pandemic 
(31 % of patients aged under 60 died in hospitals in the northeast versus 15 % in the south). 
According to experts, these regional differences in mortality reflect differences in access to 
healthcare that already existed before the pandemic. The situation is particularly worrying in the 
Amazonian city of Manaus (where per capita GDP was R$36 445.75 in 2018, compared with 
R$58 691.90 in Sao Paulo). Although President Jair Bolsonaro has played down the dangers of the 
coronavirus and is opposed to strict lockdowns, some governors have imposed them in their states 
(e.g. the whole state of Sao Paulo and parts of Minas Gerais, Ceará and Pernambuco). Brazil has 
already had four health ministers since the coronavirus crisis began in 2020. 

With the aim of countering the effects of the pandemic on employment, in March 2020 the Brazilian 
authorities introduced an emergency benefit (auxílio emergencial), amounting monthly to 60 % of 
the minimum wage to help vulnerable households, including informal workers and other people 
without social protection; it expired in December 2020. In those nine months, the emergency 
benefit supported over 67 million low-income households, alleviating the impact of the pandemic 
on incomes and poverty. Thanks to this benefit, poverty effectively decreased in Brazil in 2020. The 
Brazilian authorities have revived the emergency benefit in 2021, as the employment situation 
remains uncertain.  

The OECD's latest economic survey on Brazil estimated that the coronavirus crisis would shrink 
Brazilian GDP by 5 % in 2020, only for it to grow again by 2.6 % in 2021 and 2.2 % in 2022. The OECD 
underlined that the progress achieved in the country since 2000 was being reversed, and currently 
the richest 10 % of Brazilians earned over four times that of the bottom 40 %, with nearly 50 % of 
social benefits going to the wealthiest 20 % households. It therefore recommended targeting social 
transfers more effectively to the citizens most in need, as this would help support the 41 % of 
Brazilian workers employed in the informal economy and not covered by unemployment schemes. 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/brazil/overview
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/brazil-reforms-to-spur-competitiveness-productivity-and-trade-would-strengthen-covid-19-recovery.htm
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/brazil/overview
https://www.gazetadopovo.com.br/economia/graficos-mercado-de-trabalho-coronavirus/
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
https://covid.saude.gov.br/
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-01-covid-pandemic-brazil-overwhelmed-health.html
https://gh.bmj.com/content/3/4/e000829
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0243126
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/01/27/americas/manaus-brazil-covid-19-new-variant-intl/index.html
https://www.ibge.gov.br/estatisticas/economicas/contas-nacionais/9088-produto-interno-bruto-dos-municipios.html?t=pib-por-municipio&c=1302603
https://www.ibge.gov.br/estatisticas/economicas/contas-nacionais/9088-produto-interno-bruto-dos-municipios.html?t=pib-por-municipio&c=3550308
https://www.americasquarterly.org/article/brazils-handling-of-covid-19-is-a-global-emergency/
https://www.publico.pt/2021/03/04/mundo/noticia/covid19-bolsonaro-confinamento-resultou-brasil-bate-recorde-mortes-1953133
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/03/15/americas/brazil-pazuello-new-health-minister-intl/index.html
https://brazilian.report/coronavirus-brazil-live-blog/2021/02/12/why-jair-bolsonaro-needs-to-recreate-the-emergency-salary/
https://www.gov.br/pt-br/servicos/acompanhar-auxilio-emergencial
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/758401593464558927/World-Bank-G2Px-COVID19-Brazil-Brief.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/economy/brazil-economic-snapshot/
https://www.gov.br/cidadania/pt-br/servicos/auxilio-emergencial
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/brazil-reforms-to-spur-competitiveness-productivity-and-trade-would-strengthen-covid-19-recovery.htm
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Peru 
Peru experienced intense growth during the 2002-2013 period. The 2000s were characterised by 
high inflows of foreign direct investment as the mining sector boomed due to a combination of 
beneficial terms of trade and more liberal trade policies. During this period, public revenue 
collection increased, and several social programmes were initiated. Nevertheless, these social 
policies have had limited impact on redistribution, with high income inequality persisting. Peru's 
government is striving to implement universal health care; however, the country's current health 
system is fragmented with incomplete coverage. The high inequalities combined with the limited 
capability of the country's health care system and social policies have weakened the state's capacity 
to counteract the devastating consequences of coronavirus for the informal economy.  

Coronavirus reached Peru in March 2020, strict lockdown measures were implemented on 16 March 
and measures remained relatively strict during 2020. Despite stringent measures, the virus spread 
quickly, with over 1 700 000 cases and 57 000 deaths recorded by 20 April 2021. The Peruvian 
government was quick to implement a policy response that targeted both poor and vulnerable 
families with cash transfers. The implementation of the independent workers' bonus, bono 
independiente, demonstrated the government's capacity to quickly identify a list of workers that 
were vulnerable to falling into poverty by using data from the tax and banking system. The state 
identified 780 000 workers who were classified as vulnerable, and they received a cash transfer 
equivalent to 40 % of the minimum salary. However, many groups were left without support. It is 
estimated that approximately 1 million Venezuelan refugees live in Peru, many of whom have not 
completed the migratory regularisation process. The lack of support leaves migrant workers 
especially vulnerable to the coronavirus. Additionally, migrant workers have less saving capability 
due to obligations to send remittances home. Paid domestic workers are another vulnerable group, 
95 % of whom are women. Less than 5 % of paid domestic workers are covered by unemployment 
benefits and more than 85 % have not signed up in a pension system. As they are not considered 
independent workers, they were excluded from the bono independiente social package aimed at 
own-account workers. Indigenous communities in the Amazon have also been harder struck by the 
pandemic on account of insufficient health professionals, hospital equipment and infrastructure, 
combined with language barriers. The Peruvian government proved it had the capability to 
implement social support programmes quickly; nevertheless, experts conclude that the 
programmes implemented were too narrowly targeted and insufficiently funded to provide support 
for the high number of vulnerable groups in Peru. This situation mirrors social policies implemented 
before the pandemic that also suffered from insufficient funding. An underlying problem for the 
lack of funding for social programmes is the country's low tax capacity, having a tax to GDP ratio of 
16.4 % compared with the OECD average of 34.3 %. 

Despite universal health coverage reforms, the Peruvian health system remains fragmented. There 
are disparities between health care access in the urban coastal area around Lima and the rural areas 
in the Andes and Amazonas. In rural areas hospitals are far apart, with limited health workers and 
insufficient medical equipment. The health system is made up of a combination of public and 
private organisations that struggle to align their work. The public health insurance plan, Seguro 
Integral de Salud, is targeted towards low-income groups, many of whom are in the informal 
economy. The programme has been successful in lowering maternal and infant mortality rates, but 
it does not have the capacity or the funds to provide to vulnerable groups with comprehensive 
health care. Out-of-pocket expenditure remains high, with approximately 30 % of medical 
expenditure being paid by the patient, compared with the OECD average of 14 %. The health 
expenditure of the Peruvian government is just over 5 % of GDP, compared with the OECD average 
of 8.8 %. The health emergency sparked by Covid-19 has exacerbated existing flaws in Peru's health 
care system. The inequalities of the system disproportionally affect people working in the informal 
economy.  

https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/peru/overview
https://www.oecd.org/countries/peru/revenue-statistics-latin-america-and-caribbean-peru.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1091142113496134
https://www.gob.pe/739-ministerio-de-salud-que-hacemos
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/social-issues-migration-health/oecd-reviews-of-health-systems-peru-2017_9789264282735-en
https://ourworldindata.org/policy-responses-covid
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
https://www.gob.pe/8895-coronavirus-apoyos-economicos-del-estado-por-el-aislamiento-social-obligatorio
https://www.ilo.org/employment/units/emp-invest/informal-economy/WCMS_746116/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2666535220300197?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2666535220300197?via%3Dihub
https://www.oecd.org/tax/tax-policy/revenue-statistics-latin-america-and-caribbean-peru.pdf
https://www.gob.pe/institucion/minsa/noticias/69994-gobierno-promulga-decreto-de-urgencia-de-aseguramiento-universal-en-salud-para-todos-los-peruanos
https://www.gob.pe/4289-seguro-integral-de-salud-que-hacemos
https://www.gob.pe/4289-seguro-integral-de-salud-que-hacemos
https://www.hhrjournal.org/2020/06/good-health-indicators-are-not-enough-lessons-from-covid-19-in-peru/
https://www.hhrjournal.org/2020/06/good-health-indicators-are-not-enough-lessons-from-covid-19-in-peru/
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.XPD.OOPC.CH.ZS?locations=PE
https://datos.bancomundial.org/indicador/SH.XPD.CHEX.GD.ZS?locations=PE
http://www.oecd.org/els/health-systems/health-expenditure.htm
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Mexico 
In comparison to Latin America as a region, Mexico has under-performed in terms of both economic 
growth and social development over the past two decades. Although public revenue collection has 
improved, Mexico has the lowest tax capacity of the OECD countries, at 16.5 % compared with the 
OECD average of 33.8 %. According to Mexico's national institute for statistics and geography, Inegi, 
56 % of workers were employed in the informal sector in the first quarter of 2020. Mexico was slow 
in responding to the pandemic, with the country's president, Andrés Manuel López Obrador, initially 
denying the dangers of coronavirus. The economic slowdown caused by the pandemic has been 
further accentuated by the drop in oil prices (in 2017 the oil sector represented 6 % of Mexican GDP), 
leaving the government with little fiscal room for social expenditure. Additionally, President López 
Obrador has rejected further borrowing to avoid increasing public debt. Altogether, the lack of 
sufficient health coverage and social support has left informal workers increasingly vulnerable 
during the pandemic.  

Coronavirus reached Mexico at the end of February 2020, and has since spread quickly with over 
2 300 000 cases and 212 000 deaths recorded by 20 April 2021. On 30 March 2020, the pandemic 
was declared a health emergency. The President has continually refused to enforce mandatory 
confinement policies; nevertheless, state and municipal leaders have implemented measures to 
slow the spread of the virus. The pandemic has hit states differently. States relying on tourism 
(Quintana Roo, Baja California Sur) have undergone an economic slowdown during the pandemic, 
while those with a more diversified economy have fared much better (Sonora, Campeche, 
Tamaulipas and Hidalgo). Overall, the formal job market has been negatively affected by the 
pandemic, with the loss of nearly 740 000 jobs between January and July 2020 (excluding 
agricultural workers), of which around 60 % were in tourism-related activities, wholesale and retail 
trade and social and community services. It has now slowly begun to recover. Informal employment 
was worst affected in May 2020, as the unemployment rate among informal workers reached 18.4 %, 
to descend again to 8.9 % in July, still higher than the overall unemployment rate and that of formal 
workers (8.3 % and 7.5 %, respectively). As of October 2020, informal employment nevertheless had 
experienced a quicker recovery (86.5 %) than work in the formal sector (34 %), as informal workers 
accounted for 92.5 % of total jobs recovered. 

The Lopez Obrador government has vowed to maintain low fiscal deficits to avoid augmenting 
public debt. During the pandemic, it has stayed true to this vow, which has additionally limited the 
space for countercyclical fiscal policy. Compared with the rest of Latin America, Mexico has given 
little fiscal support in response to the pandemic, and it is the only country not to implement 
emergency cash transfers. Among the measures implemented by the Mexican government are the 
following: 1) frontloading two two-monthly payments of the old-age and disability pensions; 2) 
accelerating procurement processes and VAT refunds; 3) lending to firms and workers in both formal 
and informal sectors; and 4) providing liquidity support through development banks. Informal 
workers have thus been left with little support. 

According to experts, the Mexican health system is not adequately equipped to tackle the 
coronavirus pandemic. Mexico has the lowest health expenditure of the OECD countries, leaving 
many low-income families excluded from the healthcare system, many of whom work in the 
informal sector. Over 5 million people were estimated to be living with very low or no health 
coverage in 2019. Out-of-pocket expenditure is as high as 40 %, compared with the OECD average 
of 14 %. Over 2 500 healthcare workers are estimated to have died during the pandemic. The 
government initially refused to provide hospital staff with protective equipment, leaving workers to 
buy equipment. There are also shortages in medical supplies and medical professionals.  

https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/mexico/overview
https://www.oecd.org/tax/revenue-statistics-mexico.pdf
https://www.inegi.org.mx/temas/empleo/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2020/03/30/amlos-feeble-response-to-covid-19-in-mexico/
https://www.congresomexicanodelpetroleo.com.mx/cuanto-aporta-el-petroleo-a-la-economia-mexicana/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/2/28/mexico-confirms-first-cases-of-coronavirus
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
https://dailybrief.oxan.com/Analysis/DB251715
http://country.eiu.com/article.aspx?articleid=1039648287
https://www.eleconomista.com.mx/estados/Sonora-la-entidad-menos-afectada-por-el-Covid-19-Imco-20210120-0142.html
http://www5.diputados.gob.mx/index.php/camara/Centros-de-Estudio/CESOP/Estudios-e-Investigaciones/Carpetas-Informativas/Carpeta-informativa-No.-158.-Empleo-formal-e-informal-2020-en-Mexico
https://heraldodemexico.com.mx/economia/2020/11/24/empleo-informal-se-recupera-mas-rapido-que-el-formal-inegi-228834.html
https://dailybrief.oxan.com/Analysis/DB258405/Orthodox-debt-strategy-may-not-pay-off-for-Mexico
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WP/Issues/2020/10/13/Mexico-Needs-a-Fiscal-Twist-Response-to-Covid-19-and-Beyond-49817
https://covid19.cdmx.gob.mx/acciones/apoyos-sociales-para-covid-19
https://www.oecd.org/mexico/Health-at-a-Glance-2017-Key-Findings-MEXICO-in-English.pdf
https://www.eleconomista.com.mx/estados/Los-retos-para-mejorar-el-sistema-de-salud-publica-en-Mexico-20190105-0001.html
https://www.wsj.com/articles/covid-19-takes-outsize-toll-on-mexican-health-workers-11610214842
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-mexico-healthcare-idUSKCN2521PF
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Recovery 
Latin America is expected to have a slow recovery, aggregate output (the total amount of goods 
and services produced) is estimated to return to pre-pandemic levels by the end of 2023 only. The 
continued spread of the virus and the limited fiscal space for stimulus packages is limiting the pace 
of the recovery. Vaccine rollouts will probably take longer in Latin America, as governments have 
been slower to procure vaccine deals. Given the shortcomings of many of the regions' public health 
systems, vaccine distribution will be logistically difficult. Ibero-American leaders have recently called 
for better vaccine distribution, as by April 2021 the region had only received 8 % of the world´s doses 
despite its high Covid-19 incidence. Furthermore, there is low trust in health systems and 
government recommendations, vaccine scepticism may therefore be high. During the pandemic, 
fiscal reserves have been exhausted and government debt has risen while currencies have 
depreciated, so external debt has become even less sustainable; consequently, creditworthiness has 
fallen. The perception of governments as unable to address the challenges of the pandemic, 
combined with deepening inequality, may lead to further social unrest in the region.  

A November 2020 report by the ILO and ECLAC (the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin 
America and the Caribbean) stated that employment growth would probably be slow, with a large 
number of small and medium-sized firms having closed permanently. Income losses have resulted 
in lower household spending and regional private consumption expenditure is estimated to have 
contracted by 9 %. The majority of Latin American countries are reliant on external inflows, mainly 
from commodity exports, remittances, and tourism. Commodity exporters should receive some 
economic relief from increased demand, largely due to China's strong rebound. Chile, Peru and 
Brazil are well positioned to benefit from rising prices for metals and agricultural products. 
Remittances from migrants abroad (which come mainly from the United States) have been 
unpredictable during the crisis, initially dipping but then stabilising again during the second half of 
2020. Another decrease in remittances may occur in 2021, owing to poor employment prospects. 
The rebound in tourism will likely be slower. The travel industry is expected to remain at a standstill 
until vaccination is widespread, leaving the large tourism industry vulnerable for months to come.  

Based on previous economic crises, it is probable that there will be substantial long-term damage 
to Latin American economies. ECLAC Executive Secretary Alicia Bárcena has stressed that 'active 

Figure 3 - Variation in labour informality rate in selected countries, 1st and 2nd quarter 2020 

 
Data source: ILO, Panorama Laboral 2020 América Latina y el Caribe. 
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https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_760607/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/WESP2021_CH3_LAC.pdf
https://www.laprensalatina.com/dozen-latam-countries-lean-on-pfizer-astrazeneca-for-vaccine-rollout/
https://www.euronews.com/2021/04/22/andorra-summit-latin-american-leaders-call-for-better-distribution-of-coronavirus-vaccines
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2020-12-20/vaccine-rollout-mexico-chile-latin-america-covid-19
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/515911599838716981/Global-Economic-Prospects-January-2021-Regional-Overview-LAC.pdf
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/11/1077352
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/WESP2021_CH3_LAC.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-commodities-outlook-graphic-idUSKBN29220D
https://www.latinamerica.undp.org/content/rblac/en/home/presscenter/director-s-graph-for-thought/stand-by-me--covid-19-and-the-resilience-of-remittance-flows-to-.html
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/01/23/migrants-from-latin-america-and-the-caribbean-sent-a-record-amount-of-money-to-their-home-countries-in-2016/
https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2020/12/02/why-the-pandemic-has-not-dented-latin-american-remittances
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/46502-impact-covid-19-pandemic-tourism-sector-latin-america-and-caribbean-and-options
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/10/1074822
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/10/1074822
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---americas/---ro-lima/documents/publication/wcms_764630.pdf
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macroeconomic policies' will be needed to resume growth and promote structural transformation 
in the region, underlining the need for international cooperation. In its eighth Covid-19 Special 
Report (October 2020), ECLAC defends the need for political and social compacts for equality and 
sustainable development in the region during the post-Covid recovery phase. For its part, the OECD 
has insisted on the need to turn the crisis into an opportunity to redefine the social contract, with 
well-being and sustainability at the centre, and stronger social protection systems. The United 
Nations has recommended that governments ensure informal workers in the region have full access 
to economic and humanitarian assistance and basic services and take action to reallocate them into 
decent jobs, so as to alleviate their situation. Experts have pointed to the need for a new 'social pact' 
in the region, and for a human-centred recovery, focusing on employment, income, workers' rights 
and social dialogue. For the ILO, stimulating the economy and employment is essential to overcome 
the social and economic consequences of the coronavirus crisis. In the medium to long term, 
well-being and decent work for those in the informal economy will depend notably on sustained 
efforts in the following areas: a) strengthening health systems to ensure access and financial 
protection for all; b) building universal social protection; c) supporting the recovery of productive 
economic units, stepping up their productivity and facilitating their transition to formality; and 
d) facilitating the transition to formality. 

The role of the European Union 
The informal economy and informality at work are important issues for the European Union, and 
promoting employment and decent work has been part of the European Union's development 
cooperation for a long time. In 2006, the 'European consensus on development' already declared 
that 'the EU would contribute to strengthening the social dimension of globalisation, promoting 
employment and decent work for all'. Also in 2006, the European Commission, in its communication 
on promoting decent work for all, made a call 'to work together to promote decent work for all in 
the world'. This was further strengthened in 2011 in the 'agenda for change', where the Commission 
insisted on the promotion of decent work, with rights and social protection (although it did not 
mention the informal economy explicitly as a separate priority). In 2017, the new European 
consensus on development aligned the European Union's development policy with the 2030 United 
Nations Agenda for Sustainable Development, referring to informality in connection with decent 
work and ILO labour standards, considering it as an issue both inside the EU and in its foreign aid 
operations, and stressing that the EU and its Member States would 'promote labour standards that 
ensure decent employment conditions and decent wages for workers…., including by supporting 
the transition from the informal to the formal economy'. Finally, on 20 October 2020, the 
Commission published its staff working document Promote decent work worldwide – Responsible 
global value chains for a fair, sustainable and resilient recovery from the Covid-19 crisis, stressing 
'the crosscutting nature of the decent work agenda with relevance in external action, multilateral 
fora, and other EU policy areas with outreach beyond EU and in global partnership'. The European 
Union's new Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument (NDICI) also 
includes promoting decent job creation among the objectives of its investment framework's 
external action guarantee. 

In its foreign aid interventions, the European Union places both an explicit focus on the subject, 
represented by separate calls for projects within work programmes dedicated to the informal 
economy and people whose livelihoods depend on it; and an implicit one, represented by recent 
efforts to mainstream informal economy issues into other interventions and policies. The usual 
project-based approach was recently upgraded to a programme-based approach through new 
initiatives, such as the introduction of a systematic component in project implementation. 

Regarding Latin America specifically (including decent work) the EU's 2014-2020 multiannual 
indicative regional programme for Latin America, in its 'inclusive and sustainable growth for human 
development' sector, set itself as a specific objective: to 'increase ... the proportion of economic 
actors in the formal economy, particularly for micro-, small and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs), 

https://repositorio.cepal.org/bitstream/handle/11362/46146/1/S2000672_en.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/policy-responses/covid-19-in-latin-america-and-the-caribbean-regional-socio-economic-implications-and-policy-priorities-93a64fde/
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_policy_brief_covid_lac.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_policy_brief_covid_lac.pdf
https://en.unesco.org/courier/2020-3/latin-america-towards-new-social-pact
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_767028.pdf
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/e3f73ec1-437b-11e8-a9f4-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=LEGISSUM%3Ar12544
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52006DC0249
https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/system/files/agenda-for-change-com2011-637-final_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/system/files/european-consensus-on-development-final-20170626_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/system/files/european-consensus-on-development-final-20170626_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=89&newsId=9813&furtherNews=yes
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=89&newsId=9813&furtherNews=yes
https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/documents/eu-budget-future-neighbourhood-development-and-international-cooperation-instrument_en
https://europa.eu/capacity4dev/rnsf-mit/wiki/introduction-summary-most-signifcant-policy-debates
https://eurosocial.eu/gestion-del-conocimiento/ods/ods-8-trabajo-decente-y-crecimiento-economico/
https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/eeas/files/multiannual_indicative_regional_programme_for_latin_america.pdf
https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/eeas/files/multiannual_indicative_regional_programme_for_latin_america.pdf
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increasing job opportunities and decent work ... to increase social cohesion'. Employment policies 
and social protection are also working areas of the EUROsociAL+ programme for social cohesion in 
Latin America for the 2016-2021 period (one aspect being experience-sharing on regulation). For 
instance, in Costa Rica EuroSocial has helped match labour demand and supply with vocational 
training, to improve the labour market and generate quality employment. In Mexico, meanwhile, it 
is helping to strengthen the role of the 'labour counsellors' in the National Employment Service. In 
their 2019 joint communication 'European Union, Latin America and the Caribbean: Joining forces 
for a common future', the European Commission and the High Representative/Vice-President of the 
Commission (HR/VP) include 'promoting decent work' in the priorities for cooperation where the EU 
should step up its engagement with Latin American and Caribbean partners, as they consider 
transition to the formal economy a key challenge in the region. 

The EU has supported international cooperation and multilateral solutions since the start of the 
pandemic. These efforts were realised through the Team Europe approach (joint communication on 
the Global EU response to Covid-19, of 8 April 2020), which draws contributions from the EU 
institutions and combines the funds mobilised by the EU Member States and financial institutions 
(principally the European Investment Bank and the 
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development). 
Team Europe addresses the humanitarian, health, social 
and economic consequences of the pandemic, as 
promoted by the United Nations. It focuses both on short-
term emergency needs and long-term structural effects on 
economies and societies, in order to facilitate stable 
recovery. The programme centres on vulnerable groups, 
comprising migrants, refugees and displaced people. The 
EU additionally aims to ensure the flow of goods to avoid 
supply chain disruptions. The bulk of the financing comes 
from the reorientation of existing funds, for instance from 
programmes that could no longer be implemented due to 
the pandemic. 

From this support package, a total of €2 474 million has been committed to Latin America and the 
Caribbean (of which €1 016 million by the European Commission alone). The funds target the most 
vulnerable countries and population groups. For instance, the EU is supporting the International 
Federation of the Red Cross and the Pan-American Health Organization to prevent the spread of the 
coronavirus in the region, and has transferred €5 million to Bolivia in order to support vulnerable 
families. The EU has also funded 29 intensive care unit ventilators in Jamaica through the PROMAC 
programme, and pledged €8 million to the Caribbean Public Health Agency CARPHA to cover needs 
such as lab materials and test reagents. The European Investment Bank has also allocated €325 
million to the region. 

The European Parliament  
In its resolution of 13 September 2017 on EU political relations with Latin America, the European 
Parliament stressed the need to tackle the informal economy in the region. On 25 November 2020, 
the EP adopted a resolution on the foreign policy consequences of the Covid-19 outbreak, calling 
on the Commission to keep engaging with Latin American countries and establish enhanced 
cooperation to tackle Covid-19. On 17 April 2020, Parliament adopted a resolution on coordinated 
EU action to fight the coronavirus pandemic, stressing the importance of cooperation and support 
for developing countries, including Latin America. On 25 November 2020, it adopted another 
resolution on the foreign policy consequences of the Covid-19 outbreak, welcoming the Team 
Europe and coronavirus global response support initiatives and deploring the fact that the 
pandemic has exacerbated global socio-economic inequalities, disproportionately affecting the 
poorest and persons in the most disadvantaged, marginalised and unprotected social categories.  

Box 3 – Team Europe priorities 

 Provide an emergency response to the 
immediate health crisis and the 
resulting humanitarian needs 

 Strengthen health, water and 
sanitation systems, as well as partners' 
research capacities to deal with the 
pandemic and their preparedness 

 Address the immediate social and 
economic consequences. 

Source: European Commission. 

https://eurosocial.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Plan-de-Accio%C3%ACn-EUROsociALvs-Covid19-PFN-Parrilla.pdf
https://eurosocial.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/6_SNEINA-COSTA-RICA-271.pdf
https://eurosocial.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/11_Fortalecimiento-del-Servicio-Nacional-de-Empleo.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/system/files/eu-lac-communication_en.pdf#page=4
https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/system/files/eu-lac-communication_en.pdf#page=4
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020JC0011
https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/system/files/20210101-team-europe-response-to-covid_en.pdf
https://www.moh.gov.jm/programmes-policies/promac/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/P-9-2020-002278-ASW_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/P-9-2020-002278-ASW_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2017-0345_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0322_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0054_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0322_EN.html
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/joint_communication_global_eu_covid-19_response_en.pdf
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On 6 June 2020, HR/VP Josep Borrell explained in plenary the need for a global solution to the 
pandemic, and for the EU to be at the centre of this response. The Euro-Latin American 
Parliamentary Assembly (EuroLat), in its resolution on tackling inequality through social cohesion 
policies in EU countries and Latin American and Caribbean countries of 20 September 2018, called 
for efforts to strengthen workers' rights by promoting formal work, ensuring adequate social 
security cover and doing more to bring informal workers into the normal labour market. On 
5 November 2020, the EuroLat co-presidents issued a declaration on a comprehensive and 
bi-regional EU-LAC strategy to mitigate the impact of the pandemic. The EuroLat co-presidents also 
endorsed the conclusions of the deliberations of the foreign affairs ministers of the EU-27 and LAC 
of 14 December 2020, which call for a reinforced, innovative partnership between the two regions 
to pave the way for a sustainable and inclusive economic recovery. 
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