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SUMMARY 
Argentina is Latin America's second-largest country in terms of size, fourth-largest in terms of 
population, and third most important in economic terms. It is a federal republic, composed of 
23 autonomous provinces plus the autonomous (capital) City of Buenos Aires. It is an electoral 
democracy with universal adult suffrage, a presidential system of government and separation of 
powers. Executive power is vested in the President of the Republic, legislative power in the 
bicameral National Congress, and judicial power in the Nation's Judiciary, headed by the Supreme 
Court of Justice. Provinces are headed by a governor and have their own legislatures and provincial 
courts. 

Argentina has always had a multilateral vocation, maintaining a wide presence in global and 
regional organisations. It has close historical and cultural ties with the EU, with which it shares 
fundamental values. Relations between the European Parliament and the Argentinian National 
Congress are mainly maintained through the Delegation for Relations with Mercosur and the 
Euro-Latin America Parliamentary Assembly (EuroLat). In its resolution of 13 September 2017 on EU 
political relations with Latin America, the Parliament called for 'Argentina to be granted EU strategic 
partner status as an outstanding player in the (Latin American) region, and a member of Mercosur 
and the G20'. 
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Introduction 
Stretching across 2 736 690 km2 in South America's Southern Cone and being home to 45.8 million 
inhabitants (a third of whom live in the capital, Buenos Aires), 'República Argentina', commonly 
known as Argentina, is the second-largest and fourth most highly populated Latin American 
country. It is one of the largest economies in Latin America, has a GDP of roughly US$400 billion 
(€335 billion, 2020) and boasts vast energy and agricultural resources. 

Argentina declared its independence from Spain in 1816, as part of the United Provinces of the Rio 
de la Plata (which also included Bolivia, Paraguay and Uruguay). It became officially known as 
Argentina in the Constitution of 1826. The current Constitution, adopted in 1853 in Santa Fe, 
underwent its latest reform in 1994. In the first half of the 20th century, the national scene was 
dominated by bouts of political unrest and civilian – military conflicts. From 1885 to 1929, Argentina 
was among the world's 10 wealthiest countries (mainly thanks to commodity exports such as beef 
and grain). Around 1930, its economy started declining, due, inter alia, to external shocks and 
protectionism, falling to 46th place globally in 2008. This trend was only briefly reversed in 1992-
1999. Argentina's economic problems have not gone away. 

Figure 1 – Argentina's political timeline 

Source: Argentina country profile – BBC News. 

The end of WW2 marked the beginning of Peronism, qualified by some analysts as the world's most 
politically successful populist experiment, which shaped the country's subsequent political 
trajectory. Its founder, Juan Domingo Perón, called his movement a 'true democracy' – one that 
defends the interests of the people by promoting social justice and social welfare. Perón, helped by 
his charismatic wife, Eva Duarte de Perón, remained president from his first election in 1946 until 
1955, when he was forced into exile by the military, which directly or indirectly intervened in 
subsequent governments. He returned briefly to the presidency again from 1973 until his death in 
1974. In 1976, a military junta established a bloody dictatorship (on account of which around 30 000 
people were murdered or went missing), which lasted until 1983, when elections were held anew. 

Since then, democracy has persisted despite numerous challenges, including a severe economic 
crisis in 2001-2002 that led to violent public protests and the resignations of several presidents. The 
following years saw the arrival to the presidency of Nestor Kirchner (2003-2007), who helped the 
country temporarily recover from the crisis, succeeded by his wife Cristina Fernández de Kirchner 
(2007-2015). They were followed by conservative Mauricio Macri (2015-2019), who enacted a series 
of economic reforms that yielded meagre results. Since 2019, the centre-left has returned to power, 
with Alberto Fernández (Justicialist Party) in the presidency. 

Argentina's institutional framework 
Argentina has a 'federal, republican, representative form' of government and is organised as a 
federal state. Thus, the Federal Government coexists with 24 autonomous jurisdictions1 
(23 provinces plus the autonomous capital City of Buenos Aires). The country has a presidential 
system with the classical division of powers between the national executive power vested in the 
President of the Nation, a bicameral legislative power vested in the National Congress – with a 
Chamber of Deputies and a Senate – and a Federal Judiciary. 
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https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/argentina/
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/argentina/overview
http://fcai.uncuyo.edu.ar/declaracion-independencia-argentina
http://fcai.uncuyo.edu.ar/declaracion-independencia-argentina
http://www.cervantesvirtual.com/obra-visor/constitucion-de-24-de-diciembre-de-1826/html/2e4207d7-2703-417d-9733-f0033e6d28d4_2.html
https://www.casarosada.gob.ar/nuestro-pais/constitucion-nacional
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/la-reforma-constitucional-de-1994-fue-el-resultado-de-la-union-de-los-argentinos
https://www.econstor.eu/bitstream/10419/130813/1/825521939.pdf
https://economix.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/10/06/what-happened-to-argentina/
https://economix.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/10/06/what-happened-to-argentina/
https://economix.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/10/06/what-happened-to-argentina/
https://elpais.com/internacional/2021-02-27/la-crisis-permanente-de-argentina.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-18707514
https://clas.berkeley.edu/publications/argentina-persistence-peronism
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Juan-Peron
https://library.brown.edu/create/modernlatinamerica/chapters/chapter-9-argentina/primary-documents-w-accompanying-discussion-questions/what-is-peronism-by-juan-domingo-peron-1948-the-twenty-truths-of-the-peronist-justicialism-juan-domingo-peron-1950/
https://awpc.cattcenter.iastate.edu/directory/eva-peron/
https://www.ecchr.eu/en/publication/argentine-dictatorship-40-years-on/
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/interior/dine/elecciones-anteriores/1983
https://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/business/articles/argentinatimeline.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/business/articles/argentinatimeline.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-11636472
https://www.clarin.com/gobierno/confrontacion-politica-mejora-economica_0_rk3f6QiTPXg.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-12284208
http://argentinareforms.csis.org/
https://www.rfi.fr/es/20191206-macri-admite-magros-resultados-economicos-en-balance-de-su-gestion-en-argentina
https://www.euronews.com/2019/08/13/a-look-at-the-man-leading-the-race-to-be-argentina-s-next-president
https://pj.org.ar/
http://www.oas.org/juridico/spanish/arg_res1.htm
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Argentina_1994?lang=en
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/pais/provincias
http://www.data.consejeria.cdmx.gob.mx/images/leyes/estatutos/Constitucion_Politica_de_la_Ciudad_de_Mexico_4.pdf
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Table 1 – Structure of the levels of government in Argentina 

Federal level State level Local level 

Territory The entire territory of Argentina 
23 provinces + the 
Autonomous City of 
Buenos Aires 

379 departments, 
135 partidos (Buenos Aires 
province) and 
15 communes (City of 
Buenos Aires); 2 278 
municipalities or other local 
entities 

Executive 
power 

1 president; 1 vice-president 

A Cabinet of Ministers, with a 
chief of Cabinet 

1 governor in every 
province + 1 alcalde / 
head of government in 
the City of Buenos Aires 

1 mayor (intendente; 
presidente in Buenos Aires 
communes) in each 
municipality 

Legislative 
power 

Bicameral National Congress 

257 deputies, directly elected; 4-
year mandate; indefinite re-
election; ½ of seats renewed 
every two years. 

72 senators (3 per province and 3 
for the City of Buenos Aires); 
directly elected; 6-year mandate, 
indefinite re-election; 1/3 of seats 
renewed every two years 

Each province and the 
City of Buenos Aires has 
its own legislative 
assembly (unicameral or 
bicameral) 

Municipal/local councillors, 
meeting in deliberative 
councils (juntas 
municipales) 

Judicial 
power 

Nation's judiciary, headed by the 
Supreme Court 

provincial judiciaries 

Source: Compiled by the author based on data from the Law Library of Congress, EditorialOX and the 
Argentinian government website. 

Competences are distributed between the Federal Government and the provincial governments, 
which have those powers that are not held by the Federal Government (Article 121 of the 
Constitution). The legislature adopts the general laws, which have nationwide validity; formal or 
procedural legislation as well as issues corresponding to the provinces are in the remit of the 
provincial governments. Provinces have legislative competencies established by their own 
constitutions, as well as their own division of power, held by an elected governor, a provincial 
legislature (which can be unicameral or bicameral) and a provincial judiciary, with its own courts and 
magistrates. The City of Buenos Aires also has its own head of government, legislature and judiciary. 
Provinces also share responsibilities with the state for administering their health and education 
systems, and regulate their own municipal regime. 

The executive 
Argentina's executive power is vested in the President of the Nation, who is also the head of state, 
head of government and supreme commander of the armed forces, and is politically responsible for 
the general administration of the country. The president issues the instructions and rulings 
necessary for the execution of the laws, and takes part in drawing up and promulgating those laws. 
The president has a wide appointing authority: he/she appoints, with the approval of the Senate, 
the judges of the Supreme Court and all other competent tribunals, ambassadors, civil servants, 
members of the judiciary and senior officers of the armed forces. He/she may also appoint and 
remove the Cabinet of Ministers. 

http://www.editorialox.com/departamentosargentina.htm
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/caba
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/buenosaires/municipios
https://www.buenosaires.gob.ar/comunas
https://oig.cepal.org/es/paises/5/system
https://tile.loc.gov/storage-services/service/ll/llglrd/2018298451/2018298451.pdf
http://www.editorialox.com/ciudadbuenosaires.htm
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/jefatura/mapa-del-estado
http://www.biblioteca.jus.gov.ar/Argentina-Constitution.pdf#page=21
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/normativa/constituciones/provinciales-y-caba
http://dspace.uces.edu.ar:8180/xmlui/bitstream/handle/123456789/364/Acerca_de_la_composici%C3%B3n.pdf?sequence
https://www.buenosaires.gob.ar/jefedegobierno
https://www.legislatura.gov.ar/seccion/composicion-actual.html
https://www.tsjbaires.gov.ar/
https://www.casarosada.gob.ar/el-presidente/cargos-y-atribuciones#:%7E:text=Art%C3%ADculo%2087%3A%20El%20Poder%20Ejecutivo,el%20vicepresidente%20de%20la%20Naci%C3%B3n.
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The president is directly elected by a 
relative or simple majority of 
registered voters in the 23 provinces 
plus the City of Buenos Aires for a 
four-year term, and can be re-elected 
once for a consecutive period, 
following the 1994 constitutional 
reform. The vice-president presides 
over the Senate and replaces the 
president if their seat becomes 
vacant. The Argentinian government 
is currently composed of 20 ministers 
plus a chief of the Cabinet of 
Ministers. Since the 2019 elections, 
Alberto Fernández (Justicialist Party) 
has been president, with Cristina Fernández de Kirchner as vice-president. The Cabinet of Ministers 
is headed by Juan Luis Manzur. 

So broad are the Argentinian 
president's powers, that this 
governance model has been 
described as hyperpresidentialism. 
Although the 1994 constitutional 
reform tried to remedy this situation, 
the successive economic crises have 
favoured an increase in the power of 
the executive through the use of 
legislative delegation and decrees of 
'necessity and urgency'. In his first 
year and a half in office, President 
Fernandez has had to face two big 
crises: the Covid-19 pandemic and 
the economic crisis, in particular the 
restructuring of the national debt. In 
his first 19 months, more presidential 
decrees were issued than laws were 
adopted by Congress. In May 2021, 
Fernández made a trip to Europe to 
garner support for the restructuring 
of Argentina's IMF debt and met with 
several EU leaders. 

The judiciary 
Argentina's judicial system is made up of the Federal Judiciary and the judiciaries of each of the 
provinces and the autonomous City of Buenos Aires. It is complemented by the Public Prosecutor's 
Office, the Public Defender's Office and the Magistrates' Council. Thus, on the one hand, there is the 
Federal Judiciary with nationwide jurisdiction, which deals with matters such as drug trafficking, 
smuggling, tax evasion, money laundering and other crimes that affect the income and security of 
the nation. On the other hand, each province has a Provincial Judiciary which deals with common 
crimes, and has its own judicial bodies and procedural legislation. 

The Supreme Court of Justice is the highest court regarding all federal and constitutional matters, 
and sits at the top of the judiciary. It is made up of five magistrates (appointed by the president with 

Figure 2 – 2019 Presidential election results, % of votes 

Source: Argentinian Government website. 

Table 2 – Argentina's leadership 

Position Name Date started 

President Alberto Fernández 10 December 2019 

Vice-President 
Cristina Fernández 

de Kirchner 
10 December 2019

Chief of Cabinet of 
Ministers

Juan Luis Manzur 10 December 2019

Sources: El País, 11.12.2019; Perfil, 10.12.2019. 

https://mapadelestado.jefatura.gob.ar/estructura.php
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Alberto-Fernandez
https://pj.org.ar/
https://www.casarosada.gob.ar/el-presidente/cargos-y-atribuciones#:%7E:text=Art%C3%ADculo%2087%3A%20El%20Poder%20Ejecutivo,el%20vicepresidente%20de%20la%20Naci%C3%B3n.
https://www.pagina12.com.ar/369168-quien-es-juan-manzur-el-nuevo-jefe-de-gabinete-de-alberto-fe
http://www.derecho.uba.ar/investigacion/investigadores/publicaciones/bestard-el-principio-de-la-division-de-poderes-en-la-argentina-actual.pdf
https://dataspace.princeton.edu/handle/88435/dsp01bv73c334x
https://scielo.conicyt.cl/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S0718-090X2007000100002
https://www.as-coa.org/articles/alberto-fernandezs-difficult-first-year
https://www.as-coa.org/articles/alberto-fernandezs-difficult-first-year
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-57211697
https://www.lanacion.com.ar/politica/gobernar-por-decreto-durante-la-gestion-de-fernandez-se-dictaron-mas-dnu-que-leyes-sancionadas-por-nid11072021/
https://www.infobae.com/politica/2021/05/15/alberto-fernandez-regresa-al-pais-tras-su-gira-por-europa-hemos-alcanzado-los-objetivos-que-nos-habiamos-fijado/
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/justicia/argentina
https://www12.senado.leg.br/ril/edicoes/55/218/ril_v55_n218_p13.pdf
https://www.mpf.gob.ar/que-es-el-mpf/
https://www.mpf.gob.ar/que-es-el-mpf/
https://www.mpd.gov.ar/
https://www.hcdn.gob.ar/secparl/dgral_info_parlamentaria/dip/glosario/C/consejoMagistratura.html
https://www.infobae.com/opinion/2016/08/09/la-justicia-federal-argentina-organizacion-y-funcionamiento/
https://www.csjn.gov.ar/institucional/historia-de-la-corte-suprema/el-tribunal
https://oxcon.ouplaw.com/view/10.1093/law-mpeccol/law-mpeccol-e519
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/interior/dine/resultados-y-estadisticas/elecciones-2019
https://elpais.com/internacional/2019/12/10/argentina/1575980176_269463.html
https://www.perfil.com/noticias/politica/quienes-son-los-lideres-extranjeros-que-asisten-a-la-toma-de-posesion-de-alberto-fernandez.phtml
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the approval of 2/3 of senators), one of whom also acts as its president. It is the only court of law 
specifically provided for in the Constitution. Together with the Magistrates' Council, it is responsible 
for the administration of the judiciary. The Magistrates' Council – a collegiate body representing 
various sectors of public power – is responsible for tasks such as selecting judges, assuring their 
independence, imposing disciplinary sanctions and administering resources. Within the national 
judiciary there are different jurisdictions that operate separately from each other and are generally 
based on the subject matter they address (civil, commercial, criminal, labour, federal contentious-
administrative, etc.). Within each jurisdiction there are Courts of First Instance and Chambers of 
Appeal. There are 17 federal judicial districts. 

The legislature 
The legislative branch consists of a bicameral 
parliament, the National Congress (Congreso de 
la Nación), made up of a Senate (upper chamber, 
with 72 senators) and a Chamber of Deputies 
(lower chamber, with 257 deputies). Whereas 
both chambers adhere to the principle of popular 
representation (all their members are 
democratically elected by universal, secret and 
compulsory voting), deputies directly represent 
the Argentinian people, and senators represent 
the provinces and the City of Buenos Aires. 
Congress performs its legislative function by 
discussing and adopting laws, and may change 
existing legislation. Its competences are 
established by the Constitution, as are the 
matters on which it can legislate, but also its 
limitations and its relations with the other powers 
(for instance, the Constitution determines the 
participation of the Congress and the executive 
in the making and adoption of laws). It also 
adopts the national budget. 

Besides legislating, Congress has oversight of the 
executive (asking for reports, demanding the 
intervention of the General Auditor of the Nation, 
posing questions or approving the accounts), 
and also informs the citizens of its actions. Moreover, Congress is responsible for approving 
international treaties; for authorising the executive to declare war, peace or a state of siege; and for 
ordering the federal intervention of a province (temporary assumption of its powers). It cannot 
delegate its legislative functions to the executive, except on specific matters related to 
administration or public emergencies. Legislation cannot be adopted unless it is discussed and 
approved in both chambers (Article 78 of the Constitution), and requires the consent of the head of 
state. If the President of the Republic declines to give his/her consent to a legislative act adopted by 
Parliament, it is returned to the Congress for re-examination and the legislature takes the final 
decision. Since the 1994 constitutional reform, the head of the Cabinet of Ministers pays monthly 
visits to the Congress (alternating between the two chambers) to inform it about the government's 
actions. 

Both chambers sit in ordinary sessions, officially opened by the President of the Republic, between 
1 March and 30 November of each year. Nevertheless, the executive may call extraordinary sessions 
(the president sets the agenda of the debate) or extend ordinary sessions (here both chambers set 
the agenda of the debate). There are also informative sessions, held in the presence of the head of 

Covid-19 and virtual sessions 

With the emergence of the coronavirus 
pandemic, the Congress has had to adapt its 
functioning to the new situation. On 13 May 
2020, it held its first virtual meeting. This did not 
only mean holding meetings by 
videoconference; it also required introducing 
changes in the organisation of parliamentary 
work. 

Congress has had to develop an IT system for the 
remote introduction of bills and reports with a 
digital signature (Gestor Parlamentario 
Documental), as well as a digital platform to 
enable it to hold committee and plenary 
meetings and vote remotely. It has also had to 
introduce biometric-based recognition 
technology for the identification of MPs. Until 21 
May 2021, the Chamber of Deputies held 18 
hybrid virtual sessions; 1787 bills, 1853 draft 
resolutions and 966 drafts declarations were 
submitted by e-mail. Both Chambers have been 
very active in the adoption of Covid-related 
legislation. 

Sources: CIPPEC, National Congress. 

https://www.hcdn.gob.ar/secparl/dgral_info_parlamentaria/dip/glosario/C/consejoMagistratura.html
https://www12.senado.leg.br/ril/edicoes/55/218/ril_v55_n218_p13.pdf
https://www.congreso.gob.ar/constitucionSeccion1Cap1.php
https://www.senado.gob.ar/
https://www.hcdn.gob.ar/index.html
https://www.congreso.gob.ar/poderLegislativo.php
https://www.congreso.gob.ar/poderLegislativo.php
https://pdba.georgetown.edu/Comp/Legislativo/Congreso/atribuciones.html
https://www.hcdn.gob.ar/secparl/dgral_info_parlamentaria/dip/glosario/P/presupuesto_gral_nacion.html
https://www2.congreso.gob.pe/sicr/cendocbib/con2_uibd.nsf/5F9C8B539C61FD140525759E0079C232/$FILE/El_Control_del_Congreso_sobre_el_Presidente_en_Argentina._Normas_y_Realidades.pdf
https://fiscalizacion.es/2008/01/27/aprobacion-parlamentaria-de-las-cuentas-el-caso-argentino/
https://www.hcdn.gob.ar/secparl/dgral_info_parlamentaria/dip/glosario/I/intervencion_federal.html#:%7E:text=1%29%20que%20toda%20intervenci%C3%B3n%20federal%20a%20una%20provincia,disponerse%20s%C3%B3lo%20la%20intervenci%C3%B3n%20del%20Poder%20Judicial%3B%20
https://pdba.georgetown.edu/Comp/Legislativo/Congreso/atribuciones.html
https://data.ipu.org/node/7/law-making-oversight-budget?chamber_id=13322
https://www.congreso.gob.ar/leyes.php
http://www.biblioteca.jus.gov.ar/Argentina-Constitution.pdf#page=13
https://www.diputados.gov.ar/sesiones/sesiones/sesiones.html
https://directoriolegislativo.org/blog/2020/05/14/en-una-jornada-historica-el-congreso-argentino-sesiono-por-primera-vez-de-manera-virtual/
https://www.cippec.org/publicacion/modernizar-la-camara-de-diputados-adaptaciones-durante-la-pandemia/
https://www4.hcdn.gob.ar/dependencias/dip/covid/DIP_covid-19.pdf
https://www4.hcdn.gob.ar/dependencias/dip/covid/DIP_covid-19.pdf
https://www.cippec.org/publicacion/modernizar-la-camara-de-diputados-adaptaciones-durante-la-pandemia/
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the Cabinet of Ministers (when the latter presents his/her report as required by the Constitution). 
Deputies and senators can also meet together in legislative assemblies, as when the president 
inaugurates the period of ordinary sessions or when foreign mandataries visit the Congress. 

Matters of common interest in the Argentinian Parliament are discussed in bicameral committees 
(currently 21). The National Congress also fosters relations with foreign assemblies through 
parliamentary friendship groups composed of deputies and senators. Deputies, senators and the 
executive have the right of legislative initiative. The 1994 constitutional reform introduced the right 
of popular initiative, which allows citizens (at least 1.5 % of the latest electoral census in six or more 
electoral districts) to submit legislative bills to the Chamber of Deputies; bills on issues such as 
constitutional reform, international treaties, taxes, budget and criminal law are excluded from this 
popular initiative. Nevertheless, only a few popular initiatives have made their way to Congress (and 
none of them had been adopted into law as of 2019). 

Voting is compulsory for Argentinians between 18 and 70 years of age and voluntary for those aged 
16-18 and over 70. Argentinians must also vote in primary elections (PASO) to choose political party
candidates. The latest PASO, held on 12 September 2021, point to a possible loss of the ruling
coalition's majority in the Senate and a weakening of its position in the Chamber of Deputies ahead
of the November 2021 legislative elections.

The Chamber of Deputies 
The Chamber of Deputies has 257 
members (one deputy for every 33 000 
people or for a fraction of at least 
16 500 people), directly elected by the 
people of the provinces and the City of 
Buenos Aires by simple 
plurality/majority of votes (closed lists, 
proportional representation). Deputies 
are elected for a four-year term, with 
the possibility of re-election. Half of the 
seats are renewed every two years in 
mid-term elections. When there is a 
vacancy outside the normal election 
cycle, it should be filled by candidates 
from the same electoral list, following 
the order established on it (for lists 
voted after the approval of the 2017 
Parity Law, the new deputy must also 
be of the same sex as the outgoing one). The chamber has the exclusive competence to initiate bills 
on issues such as tax revenue and the recruitment of troops, as well as the exclusive authority to 
impeach (formally accuse before the Senate) the president, the vice-president and the head of the 
Ministerial Cabinet, the ministers and the magistrates of the Supreme Court. The most recent 
elections to the Chamber of Deputies were held on 27 October 2019 (130 seats renewed), and the 
next mid-term elections to renew the remaining 127 seats, initially scheduled for 24 October but 
delayed due to the pandemic, will be held on 14 November 2021. 

The Chamber of Deputies is headed by a president who holds his/her post for a year. Deputies can 
form 'blocs' of three or more according to their political affinities (when a political bloc that existed 
before the election has only one or two deputies, these can also act as a bloc). The president of the 
Chamber, the three vice-presidents and the presidents of the blocs (or their alternates) make up the 
Committee of Parliamentary Work, which governs the functioning of the chamber (setting the 
agenda, etc.). The preparatory work of the plenary is carried out by legislative committees, which 
can be permanent or special (working on specific issues). Legislative initiatives are usually first 

Figure 3 – Composition of the Chamber of Deputies, 2021 

Source: Chamber of Deputies website.

https://www.diputados.gov.ar/sesiones/sesiones/sesiones.html
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discussed at committee level, where an opinion is adopted, before going to the plenary. There are 
currently 46 permanent committees and 33 special committees (which include 29 bicameral 
committees made up of deputies and senators). The chamber meets in ordinary sessions (held 
during the ordinary period of sessions), which can be scheduled or special (outside the days and 
times fixed). It can also hold extraordinary sessions, called by the executive, and informative 
sessions, held in the presence of the head of the Cabinet of Ministers, when the latter appears before 
the chamber to present his/her report, as set out in the Constitution. 

Table 3 – Chamber of Deputies: permanent committees, 139th period of sessions 

1 Constitutional Affairs 24 Economies and Regional Development 

2 General Legislation 25 Municipal Affairs 

3 Foreign Relations and Worship 26 Maritime, Inland Waterway, Fishing and Port 
Interests 

4 Budget and Public Finance 27 Housing and Urban Planning 

5 Education 28 Petitions, Powers and Rules of Procedure 

6 Science, Technology and Productive Innovation 29 Political trial 

7 Culture 30 Natural Resources and Conservation of the 
Human Environment 

8 Justice 31 Tourism 

9 Welfare and Social Security 32 Economy 

10 Social Action and Public Health 33 Mining 

11 Family, Children and Youth 34 Addiction Prevention and Drug Trafficking 
Control 

12 Committee for the Elderly 35 Analysis and Monitoring of Tax and Social 
Security Regulations 

13 Criminal Legislation 36 Population and Human Development 

14 Labour Legislation 37 Sports 

15 National Defence 38 Human Rights and Guarantees 

16 Public Works 39 Cooperative, Mutual and NGO Affairs 

17 Agriculture and Livestock 40 Mercosur 

18 Finances 41 Small and Middle Enterprises 

19 Industry 42 Consumer, user and antitrust protection 

20 Trade 43 Homeland Security 

21 Energy and Fuels 44 Freedom of Expression 

22 Communications and Informatics 45 Disability 

23 Transports 46 Women and Diversity 

Source: Chamber of Deputies website. 

The Committee on Foreign Relations and Worship and the Committee on Mercosur are of special 
interest in relations with the European Parliament. Among the subjects examined by the former in 
the 2021-2022 period of sessions are: i) a bill for the adoption of the UN Declaration on the right and 
responsibility of individuals, groups and organs of society to promote and protect universally 
recognized human rights and fundamental freedoms of 9 December 1998; ii) a bill to grant 
constitutional status to the Inter-American Convention to prevent, punish and eradicate violence 
against women (Convention of Belem do Para); and iii) three draft resolutions: on the persecution of 
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members of the opposition by the Nicaraguan regime, on the repression of peaceful mobilisation in 
Cuba, and on condemning the assassination of the Haitian President. The National Congress will 
have the final say in the ratification of the EU-Mercosur Agreement. 

The Senate 
The Senate has 72 members and 
represents the interests of the provinces 
and the autonomous City of Buenos 
Aires. All regional entities have identical 
representation regardless of their area or 
population size (three senators per 
province, and three for the City of Buenos 
Aires). Senators are elected through a 
direct vote (closed-list proportional 
representation), with two of the three 
seats assigned to the party with the 
highest number of votes, and the 
remaining seat to the second most voted 
party. They serve a six-year term and may 
be re-elected an indefinite number of 
times. One third of the seats are renewed 
every two years – the last partial renewal 
was in the October 2019 elections, and 
the next one is scheduled for 
14 November 2021. The Vice-President of the Republic (currently Cristina Fernández de Kirchner) is 
the President of the Senate. They do not participate in the debates and only votes when there is a 
tie. The unique features of the Senate makes it possible that a governing party holding a majority in 
the Chamber of Deputies may not hold it in the upper chamber, and that provincial parties with little 
support at national level may be represented in it. One exclusive competence of the Senate is to 
hold public trials of politicians impeached by the Chamber of Deputies, with a two-thirds majority 
of senators present needed for a conviction. If the President of the Republic is impeached, the trial 
must be presided over by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. The Senate also has exclusive 
power to authorise the president to declare a state of siege in case of attack by a foreign power and 
to give its consent to the executive for the appointment of judiciary magistrates, plenipotentiary 
ministers, chargés d'affaires, high officers of the armed forces and certain officials. 

The Senate has a Bureau of Authorities (similar to the lower chamber's Committee of Authorities), 
made up of a provisional president, who replaces the Senate's president in case of absence or 
vacancy, and three vice-presidents, who are appointed every year and perform administrative and 
coordinating functions. Senators are organised in political blocs (formed by at least two legislators, 
or one if the party or alliance already existed before the elections). The presidents of the blocs 
together with the president of the Senate make up the Plenary of Parliamentary Work, which 
establishes the agenda of the sessions and deals with other organisational matters. The preparatory 
work for the plenary (which discusses and eventually adopts the legislative work) is made by the 
Senate's thematic committees, which can be permanent or special. The Senate currently has 44 
permanent committees (27 unicameral, exclusively formed by senators; and 17 bicameral, with 
senators and deputies), and 9 special committees (2 unicameral and 6 bicameral). 

Women in Parliament 
The share of women in the Argentinian Parliament witnessed significant growth in the 1990s, after 
the adoption of the Female Quota Law (Ley de cupo femenino) in 1991 – the first of its kind in Latin 
America – which established the requirement of including a minimum of 30 % of women in the 
election lists. The application of this law in the Senate was delayed until 2001 – when direct election 

Figure 4 – Composition of the Senate, 2021 

Source: Argentinian Senate website.
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started. For a decade now, the percentage of women in both chambers has remained stable, never 
exceeding 45 %. In the provincial legislatures, the average percentage of women in the lower 
chambers or unicameral assemblies is around 33 %, just above the minimum threshold usually 
established by provincial electoral systems. In 2017, a new step forward was made with the adoption 
of the Law on Gender parity in areas of political representation, which guarantees the inclusion of 
50 % of women candidates in electoral lists (in an interspersed and sequential way), starting in 2019. 
This system was first implemented in the October 2019 legislative elections. 

Argentina ranks 18th in the International Parliamentary Union (IPU) ranking of women in national 
parliaments (and sixth in Latin America), with 109 women (42.4 %, up from 35.8% in 2016) in the 
Chamber of Deputies and 29 (40.3 %, compared with 41.7 % in 2016) in the Senate. The country's 
vice-president is a woman (Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner, who was also the first woman to be 
elected to the presidency in 2007,2 she was re-elected to that post in 2011). In comparison, the 
percentage of female Members of the European Parliament was 40.4 % in July 2019, and among the 
EU countries only Sweden (47 %), Finland (46 %) and Spain have a higher ratio. Nevertheless, there 
are only three women among the 20 ministers that currently make up the Argentinian Government. 

Main political groups and parties 
Argentina's latest general elections (presidential and Congressional mid-term) were held on 
27 October 2019, after the 2018 economic crisis, when inflation reached 54 %, the share of 
Argentinians living beneath the poverty line rose from 26 % to 32 %) and the country borrowed 
US$57 billion from the IMF. Understandably, the economy was the centrepiece of the election 
campaign. Six main electoral fronts (alliances) participated in it: Juntos por el Cambio; Frente de 
Todos; Consenso Federal; Frente de Izquierda y de los Trabajadores-Unidad; two others, Frente 
Despertar and Frente Nos, did not get any members elected to Congress. Four main national parties 
and coalitions are represented in Congress, and up to 19 others (some of them regional) have a 
much smaller representation. In Congress, parties are informally grouped in blocs (and inter-blocs). 

1. Everybody's Front (Frente de todos) is a national left-wing coalition established for the 2019
national elections through the convergence of four big political factions: the Justicialist Party
(peronist); the peronist and non-peronist factions around former President Cristina Fernández de
Kirchner (Kirchnerists); most peronist governors; and the Renewal Front led by the current President
of the Chamber of Deputies, Sergio Massa. It also includes other smaller parties and movements. Its
candidates, Alberto Fernández (president) and Cristina Fernández de Kirchner (vice-president) won
the presidential election, and it is currently the biggest bloc in both Chambers of Congress.

2. Together for Change (Juntos por el Cambio) is a centre-right political coalition formed by the
Republican Proposal party (Propuesta Republicana, PRO, founded by former President Mauricio
Macri in 2005), together with the Radical Civil Union (Unión Cívica Radical, UCR, founded in 1891,
the party of former Presidents Raúl Alfonsín and Fernando de la Rúa); Civic Coalition ARI (Coalición 
Cívica ARI, formerly Aspiración para una República Igualitaria, founded in 2002 as a centrist party by
Elisa Carrió); and a political alliance of centre-right Justicialist Party figures, opposed to the centre-
left Kirchnerist faction, known as Federal Peronism (PF, also Dissident Peronism, led by Miguel Angel 
Pichetto). Juntos por el Cambio is the successor of the 2015 Cambiemos coalition. Mauricio Macri
(PRO) and Miguel Angel Pichetto (PF) were its candidates for the presidency and the vice-presidency.

3. Federal Consensus (Consenso Federal) is a centrist electoral alliance resulting from the fusion of
Consensus 2019 (created in 2019 and led by former Economy Minister Roberto Lavagna, also
comprising the Socialist Party and GEN) and Federal Alternative (established in 2018 to gather anti-
kirchnerist peronism, later supported by eight province governors and the Movimiento Libres del 
Sur). In June 2019, Roberto Lavagna (Consenso 19) and Juan Manuel Urtubey (Alternativa Federal) 
agreed to present a joint candidature to the presidential elections, representing the Federal
Consensus 2030 Alliance, with the support of eight other parties. In the Chamber of Deputies,
Federal Consensus is currently integrated in the Federal Inter-bloc, together with Cordoba Federal,
the Justicialist Party, the Socialist Party, and the Progressive Civic and Social Front.
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https://www.argentina.gob.ar/interior/dine/elecciones2019
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/IF10991.pdf
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/IF10991.pdf
https://databank.worldbank.org/data/download/poverty/33EF03BB-9722-4AE2-ABC7-AA2972D68AFE/Global_POVEQ_ARG.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/sep/26/argentina-imf-biggest-loan
https://www.infobae.com/politica/2019/06/12/estos-son-los-siete-frentes-electorales-que-competiran-en-las-elecciones-presidenciales/
https://www.diputados.gov.ar/diputados/diputadosPorBloque.html
https://www.diputados.gov.ar/secparl/dclp/bloques/INTERBLOQUES.pdf
https://www.frentedetodos.org/plataforma
https://www.clarin.com/tema/frente-de-todos.html
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Peronist
https://frenterenovador.ar/
https://www.hcdn.gob.ar/prensa/noticias/2020/noticias_1507.html
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/the-future-argentina-conversation-sergio-massa
https://www.euronews.com/2019/08/13/a-look-at-the-man-leading-the-race-to-be-argentina-s-next-president
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4. Left and Workers' Front – Unity (Frente de Izquierda y de los Trabajadores – Unidad, FIT-U) is a left-
wing coalition formed by the Workers Party, the Socialist Workers' Party, Socialist Left and the
Socialist Workers' Movement.

5. Nos Front (Frente Nos) is a right-wing political coalition established in 2019 by former PRO affiliate
Juan José Gómez Centurión to participate in the presidential elections.

6. Awakening Front (Frente Despertar, which changed its name in 2020 to Avanza Libertad), is a
centre-right coalition.

7. Regional parties are also present in the National Congress, in particular in the Senate, due to its
function of representing the provinces. Among them are the Neuquen People's Movement
(Movimiento Popular Neuquino), Córdoba Federal, Avanzar San Luis, Catamarca Civic and Social
Front (Frente Cívico y Social de Catamarca),Together We are Río Negro (Juntos Somos Río Negro),
Frente Renovador de la Concordia of Misiones and Santa Fe Federal.

Argentina: A diverse, multicultural and peaceful country 
Located between the Andes and the Atlantic Ocean, Argentina has shared borders with Bolivia, 
Paraguay, Brazil and Uruguay to the north, and Chile to the west and south. Its Tierra del Fuego 
province is not far from Antarctica (where it has six permanent bases). It is a country of contrasts, 
with high mountains, fertile plains, deserts, tundra, forests, rivers, and around 5 000 km of ocean 
shoreline. It is also a multicultural and multi-ethnic country, with 34 indigenous peoples officially 
recognised in 1 653 communities, speaking 15 indigenous languages. According to the 2010 census, 
over 955 000 Argentinians identify themselves as belonging to, or descending from, indigenous 
peoples (compared to 850 000 people in Brazil). Argentina is also a country of migrants and one of 
the few in Latin America with a predominance of citizens of European origin, due to successive 
migratory waves mainly from Italy and Spain (end-19th to mid-20th century). In 1914, nearly 30 % 
of the country's population were foreign-born (only 4.2 % today). 

Argentina's economic collapse in 2001-2002 triggered significant emigration flows of Argentine 
nationals and immigrants. Current migration comes mainly from bordering countries such as 
Paraguay, Bolivia, Chile, Uruguay, Peru, and, more recently, Venezuela (nearly 200 000 Venezuelan 
refugees and migrants). Contrary to global trends, recent migration policy in Argentina tends to 
create a more open immigration regime, especially for people from the region. The Constitution, 
while explicitly supporting the Catholic Church, recognises religious freedom as a right. Although a 
majority of Argentinians (around 63 % in 2019, down from 76.5 % in 2008) are Catholic, many 
declare themselves as professing no religion (9 %), as atheist (6 %) or agnostic (3.2 %); around 16.7 % 
belong to the Evangelical and other Christian churches; and 1.2 % profess other religions. 
Argentina's Jewish population is the biggest in Latin America (around180 000 people). 

The UN Human Development Index (HDI) ranks Argentina in the very high human development 
category (46th out of 189 countries and territories), above the Latin American average. As regards 
freedom and democracy, Freedom House ranks Argentina as 'free', with a score of 85 out of 100 in 
2021, but adds that 'economic instability, corruption in the government and judiciary, and drug-
related violence are among the country's most serious challenges'. The Normandy Index 2021, 
mapping threats to peace and democracy, published by the European Parliament's Research Service 
(EPRS), ranks Argentina 18th out of 137 countries, describing it as a 'less at risk country'. 
Transparency International ranks Argentina 78th out of 180 countries (with a score of 42 out of 100) 
in its 2020 Corruption Perceptions Index; according to its 2019 Global Corruption Barometer, 49 % 
of Argentinians thought that corruption had worsened, and around 13 % of public service users had 
paid a bribe. 
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http://www.ceil-conicet.gov.ar/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/ii25-2encuestacreencias.pdf
https://www.conicet.gov.ar/creencias-valores-y-actitudes-en-la-sociedad-argentina/
https://library.brown.edu/create/modernlatinamerica/chapters/chapter-9-argentina/moments-in-argentine-history/jewish-immigration-to-argentina/
http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/Country-Profiles/ARG.pdf
https://freedomhouse.org/countries/freedom-world/scores
https://freedomhouse.org/country/argentina/freedom-world/2021
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/690670/EPRS_STU(2021)690670_EN.pdf
https://www.transparency.org/en/countries/argentina
https://www.transparency.org/en/gcb/latin-america/latin-america-and-the-caribbean-x-edition-2019
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Argentina in the multilateral sphere 
Argentina participates actively in the post-WW2 global institutional order. It is one of the 
51 founding members of the United Nations and has held important roles within the UN system. It 
is a member of GRULAC (Group of Latin America and Caribbean Countries in the United Nations). 
Argentina has resorted to the UN system to solve its outstanding issues (such as the Falklands 
(Malvinas) conflict with the UK, and foreign debt) and backed key UN documents such as the Global 
Compact on Migration, the 2015 Paris Agreement on Climate Change and the 2030 Agenda on 
Sustainable Development. It has also joined the Alliance for Multilateralism, promoted in 2019 by 
France and Germany. Argentina is also a member of the Group of 20 (G20). In 2018, it assumed the 
G20 Presidency and hosted the Buenos Aires Summit, the first one held in Latin America. Moreover, 
the country is an engaged regional actor: it is a member of Mercosur, of which it held the Pro 
Tempore Presidency in the first half of 2021, coinciding with Mercosur's 30th anniversary. It also 
belongs to the Organization of American States (OAS), the Community of Latin American and 
Caribbean States (CELAC), the Forum for the Progress of South America (Prosur) and the Association 
for Latin American Integration (ALADI). Besides, the Secretariat of the Antartic Treaty and one of the 
three international offices of the Permanent Court of Arbitration are located in Buenos Aires. 
Argentina hosted the last Ministerial Conference of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) in 2017. In 
January 2021, Argentinian President Alberto Fernández advocated enhancing unity in Latin America 
and the Caribbean and strengthening multilateralism. 

The EU and Argentina 
The European Union has close historical and cultural ties with Argentina, and both parties share 
fundamental values and a strong commitment to multilateralism. Bilateral relations between the EU 
and Argentina develop as part of the Framework Trade and Cooperation Agreement of 1990. 
Specific cooperation agreements have been reached on fishing (1993), the peaceful use of nuclear 
energy (1997) and scientific and technological cooperation (1999). Dialogue on sectoral policies has 
also been promoted by the EU-Argentina Joint Commission, responsible for overseeing the 
agreement and promoting the bilateral relationship. New dialogues in the sectors of energy, the 
digital economy and sustainable agriculture have recently been added to the long-standing 
bilateral dialogues (human rights, macroeconomics and biotechnology). In the 11th EU-Argentina 
Joint Commission, held on December 2020, both parties reaffirmed their commitment to 
democracy, the rule of law, fundamental human rights, the rules of international law, and gender 
equality. They stressed their support for a rules-based international order and an effective 
multilateral system, and, recognizing the increasing importance of the political dimension of the EU-
Argentina relationship, they agreed on exploring in 2021 an upgrade of its regulatory framework. 

As Argentina is a member of Mercosur, its bilateral relations with the EU are also covered by the 
Interregional Framework Cooperation Agreement between the European Union and Mercosur of 
1999. The EU is Argentina's second-largest trading partner (15.6 % of the country's total trade in 
2015). In June 2019, the four founding members of Mercosur (Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, and 
Uruguay) and the EU concluded a trade agreement 'in principle' as part of a wider bi-regional 
Association Agreement (AA). After a legal revision, it will have to be ratified by the EU and its Member 
States, and by the Mercosur countries. The agreement has been criticised, mainly on environmental 
grounds (there are fears it could foster the expansion of agricultural land, thus entailing large-scale 
deforestation, in particular in the Amazon region). During his 2021 European tour, which coincided 
with Argentina's Presidency of Mercosur and Portugal's EU Presidency, President Alberto Fernández 
and Portuguese Prime Minister António Costa also discussed the Mercosur-EU agreement. 
Fernandez has indicated Argentina's willingness to accept the inclusion of some further 
environmental guarantees, but not the unilateral suspension of imports by the EU. 

https://research.un.org/en/unmembers/founders
https://www.kas.de/documents/7851262/11461624/Multilateralism+Latin+American+perpectivies+Ingl%C3%A9s.pdf/0fd38753
https://www.ipu.org/about-ipu/members/geopolitical-groups/grulac-group-latin-america-and-caribbean
https://www.un.org/dppa/decolonization/en/nsgt/falkland-islands-malvinas
https://www.un.org/dppa/decolonization/en/nsgt/falkland-islands-malvinas
https://www.iom.int/global-compact-migration
https://www.iom.int/global-compact-migration
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/ndcstaging/PublishedDocuments/Argentina%20First/Traducci%C3%B3n%20NDC_Argentina.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/memberstates/argentina
https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/28174/can-an-alliance-for-multilateralism-succeed-in-a-new-era-of-nationalism
https://www.g20.org/en/il-g20.html
https://g20.argentina.gob.ar/en
https://www.mercosur.int/en/about-mercosur/mercosur-countries/
https://enaun.cancilleria.gob.ar/es/30-a%C3%B1os-del-mercosur-2
https://enaun.cancilleria.gob.ar/es/30-a%C3%B1os-del-mercosur-2
https://www.oas.org/fr/etats_membres/etat_membre.asp?sCode=ARG
http://celacinternational.org/celac-4/
https://foroprosur.org/miembros/
https://www.aladi.org/sitioaladi/
https://www.ats.aq/e/secretariat.html
https://pca-cpa.org/en/about/international-offices/buenos-aires-office/
https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/minist_e/mc11_e/mc11_e.htm
https://www.cepal.org/en/pressreleases/argentinas-president-advocates-uniting-latin-america-and-caribbean-and-strengthening
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/14114/argentina-and-eu_en
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/14114/argentina-and-eu_en
https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/framework_trade_and_cooperation_agreement_en.pdf
https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fishing_en.pdf
http://eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/celex3a21997a10302801293aes3atxt.pdf
http://eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/celex3a21997a10302801293aes3atxt.pdf
https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/scientific_and_technological_cooperation_en.pdf
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/14114/argentina-and-eu_en
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/14114/argentina-and-eu_en
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=URISERV:r14013&from=ES
https://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/countries/argentina/
https://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/countries/brazil/
https://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/countries/paraguay/
https://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/countries/uruguay/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-a-balanced-and-progressive-trade-policy-to-harness-globalisation/file-eu-mercosur-association-agreement
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2020/659311/EPRS_ATA(2020)659311_EN.pdf
https://www.greeneuropeanjournal.eu/the-eu-mercosur-trade-deal-must-be-stopped/
https://www.greeneuropeanjournal.eu/the-eu-mercosur-trade-deal-must-be-stopped/
https://dailybrief.oxan.com/Analysis/ES261417/Argentinas-Fernandez-woos-European-debt-talks-support
https://www.batimes.com.ar/news/economy/without-environmental-guarantees-eu-mercosur-trade-deal-faces-an-uncertain-future.phtml
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The European Parliament and the Argentinian Congress 
The European Parliament's relations with the Argentinian Congress are formally maintained through 
the EP Delegation for Relations with Mercosur (DMER), as well as through the EP Delegation to the 
Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly/EuroLat (DLAT). The Argentinian Congress usually 
maintains contact with other assemblies (including the EP) through friendship groups (for the 
current legislature, such a group with the EU had not been established as of 26 September 2021). 
On 27 November 2020, Argentina and the EU held an event at which they exchanged parliamentary 
experiences focused on gender equality, with the participation of three MEPs. On 3 December 2020, 
the President of the Argentinian Chamber of Deputies, Sergio Massa, and the head of the EU 
Delegation in Argentina met with EU ambassadors in Buenos Aires, with the aim of streamlining the 
dialogue and mechanisms of parliamentary diplomacy and establishing closer links between the 
Chamber of Deputies and the EP, and with EU national parliaments. In its resolution of 7 October 
2020 on the implementation of the common commercial policy, the EP, while stressing the 
importance of the EU-Mercosur Agreement, emphasised that 'it cannot be ratified as it stands', as 
sustainable development, labour rights and environmental protection should be duly guaranteed. 
The EP will have to give its consent to the agreement. In its resolution of 13 September 2017 on EU 
political relations with Latin America, the EP called for 'Argentina to be granted EU strategic partner 
status', and for the renewal of the 'institutional relations framework'. At its plenary session of 
4-5 November 2020, EuroLat discussed the Covid-19 pandemic in Latin America. On 6 May 2021, the
EuroLat co-presidents issued a declaration on 'increased EU-LAC cooperation with a view to the
equitable and fair distribution of COVID-19 vaccine'.

MAIN REFERENCES 
Constitución de la Nación Argentina, Edición Homenaje a los Constituyentes de 1994, Ediciones Infojus, 
August 2014. 

ENDNOTES

1  Buenos Aires province, Capital Federal (City of Buenos Aires), Catamarca, Chaco, Chubut, Córdoba, Corrientes, Entre 
Ríos, Formosa, Jujuy, La Pampa, La Rioja, Mendoza, Misiones, Neuquén, Río Negro, Salta, San Juan, San Luis, Santa Cruz, 
Santa Fe, Santiago del Estero, Tierra del Fuego, and Tucumán. 

2  The first woman to serve as president of Argentina (and also in the world) was Isabel Martínez de Perón (1974-1976), 
who assumed the presidency after Perón's death, and was later ousted by the military dictatorship. 
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