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SUMMARY 
To address the consequences of the coronavirus pandemic, the EU has put in place an 
unprecedented temporary recovery instrument, Next Generation EU (NGEU). Its main spending tool 
is the Recovery and Resilience Facility, worth €723.8 billion (in current prices). While EU countries 
differ both in terms of their pre-coronavirus situations and in terms of Covid-19-related impacts, 
they can all seize the opportunity to kick-start their economies with this financial injection. 

To access funding under the facility, EU countries have had to preparef their recovery and resilience 
plans in line with a number of requirements, such as earmarking a certain minimum share for 
investment in the green and digital transitions. The plans have to be endorsed by the European 
Commission and approved by the Council. By January 2022, 70 % of the plans had been approved. 

While governments are receiving their first allocations of funding and a full analysis is still out of 
reach, it has been possible to get an initial glimpse of the plans' contents. This briefing aims to give 
a flavour of the elements that EU countries want to take up to revive their transport and mobility 
systems. 

As all the projects financed have to be implemented by 2026, careful consideration has been needed 
to determine what is feasible and how it can fit in with long-term national greening efforts. Most 
governments want to invest in modern trains, clean vehicles and recharging infrastructure as well 
as improving public transport. While digitalisation is already significantly present across all transport 
modes, strategies for reducing car use and promoting active mobility are taking hold only gradually. 

While the planned reforms and investments combine many elements and vary considerably, their 
collective completion could bring a step change towards a clean and modern European transport. 

This is an update of a Briefing published in October 2021. 
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Background 
To help its economies and societies recover from the impacts of the coronavirus pandemic, the EU 
has put in place a recovery plan of unprecedented size (€2.018 trillion, in current prices).1 It consists 
of the 2021-2027 multiannual financial framework (MFF) and the Next Generation EU (NGEU) 
recovery instrument for the years 2021 to 2023. 

The keystone of NGEU is the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF). With €723.8 billion in loans and 
grants, it will support reforms and investments undertaken by the EU Member States to help them 
become more sustainable, resilient and better prepared for the green and digital transitions. 

To receive financing from the RRF, Member States have had to draw up national recovery and 
resilience plans (NRRPs) setting out coherent reforms and investments. These plans have then been 
assessed by the European Commission and approved by the Council of the EU by qualified majority. 
Only then could the Commission conclude an agreement with each Member State on the concrete 
financial contribution they were to receive and begin pre-financing. Contributions come in several 
instalments and are linked to the reaching of mutually agreed targets and milestones. 

By January 2022, most governments had submitted their national plans and the Commission had 
assessed and endorsed them. The Council has already approved 22 plans and the Commission has 
disbursed pre-financing to 17 Member States. The Dutch government, which took office in January 
2022, is yet to submit its plan. The assessment of the Bulgarian and Swedish plans is ongoing. Issues 
of a political and legal nature will need to be resolved before Hungary's and Poland's plans receive 
the green light. 

National plans: Structure and priorities 
The plans are structured around six policy pillars: green transition, digital transformation, inclusive 
growth and jobs, social and territorial cohesion, health and resilience, and policies for the next 
generation. Having provided guidance and examples of reforms and investments to be included, 
the Commission assesses the plans according to the criteria outlined in the RRF Regulation. These 
say, inter alia, that at least 37 % of the total allocation of each plan has to support climate action and 
environmental sustainability, and at least 20 % has to be dedicated to digital expenditure. Moreover, 
the plans must 'do no significant harm' to environmental objectives. Each plan should follow the 
guiding principles outlined in the 2021 annual sustainable growth strategy and address the 
challenges identified in each Member State's country-specific recommendations.2 

Among the areas identified as having priority for investment and reforms, the one most relevant to 
transport is the 'recharge and refuel' flagship. Here, the leading EU ambition is to have 1 million 
charging points and 500 hydrogen stations installed by 2025. Furthermore, the Commission 
guidance mentions investing in smart and sustainable mobility (such as promoting clean collective 
transport), developing waterborne and rail infrastructure (including the European rail signalling 
system), as well as investing in the battery value chain, renewable hydrogen technology and 
sustainable alternative transport fuels. 

While resources have to be committed between 2021 and 2023, the deadline for completing all 
reforms and projects is the end of 2026. For transport, this relatively short period of investment 
needs to be not only feasible but also compatible with longer-term national greening efforts. 

An overview of transport investment 
The national plans differ from each other both in terms of their overall financial allocation and 
content. In particular, while most governments have asked only for non-repayable support (grants), 
several have also demanded loans.3 Most transport investment will be covered by grants, yet some 
money should also come from loans. Therefore, both grants and loans are considered.4 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2021)690656
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/search.html?word=Multiannual+financial+framework
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2020)652000
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/679088/EPRS_BRI(2021)679088_EN.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/recovery-coronavirus/recovery-and-resilience-facility_en#the-recovery-and-resilience-facility
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/eu-recovery-plan/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/recovery-coronavirus/recovery-and-resilience-facility_en#national-recovery-and-resilience-plans
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/infographics/20201006-recovery-resilience-rrf/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/recovery-coronavirus/recovery-and-resilience-facility_en#documents
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R0241
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52021XC0218(01)&from=EN
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/annual-sustainable-growth-strategy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/economic-and-fiscal-policy-coordination/eu-economic-governance-monitoring-prevention-correction/european-semester/european-semester-timeline/spring-package_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?qid=1600708827568&uri=CELEX:52020DC0575
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As Figure 1 shows, the already endorsed national plans 
earmark significant amounts for transport and mobility, 
with Malta (35%), Luxembourg (32%) and Romania 
(26%) being the leaders.5 

Within the plans, transport investment is usually 
concentrated in a sustainable mobility component that 
contributes to the greening target. In addition, most 
plans have some transport-related items in the digital, 
tourism or economy envelopes, making the whole 
picture more complex. 

Considering both the plans already endorsed and those 
available only in non-final versions – and putting aside 
their inevitable 'shopping list' character – it is possible 
to say that several trends stand out. The next sections 
provide an overview of these trends. 

Modern railways 
Investment in rail is mentioned in 21 plans.6 Beyond the 
general upgrades, efforts in this area focus on the 
electrification of specific rail sections, but also on 
digitalisation, buying new rolling stock and building 
missing links. 

For countries that wish to increase national use of railways, this sector accounts for the largest 
investment in their transport envelope (France, Sweden). In the case of Ireland, electrifying the Cork 
commuter rail network is the single transport investment it plans to make. An increase in the 
capacity of suburban rail also figures in the plans of Hungary, France, Greece and Portugal. 
Infrastructure modernisation or upgrades are listed in 10 plans 7 and electrification of various rail 
sections in eight.8 

Austria, Estonia, Italy and Spain plan to build new rail connections, mostly located along the trans-
European transport corridors (TEN-T), some high-speed. Spain, France, Italy and Hungary target 
specifically the renovation or upgrade of their regional and local transport lines, while Croatia and 
Hungary want to improve their networks by removing existing bottlenecks.9 Estonia plans to build 
a new Rail Baltic terminal,10 connecting the cross-border project with national rail and hubs. 

A lot of attention is given to the renewal of rolling stock. Germany wants to replace its old diesel 
trains running on non-electrified lines with 280 locomotives using alternative fuels. Italy also wishes 
to green its regional fleets with 150 trains, and Latvia with seven electric-powered trains.11  

As regards rail safety aspects, Poland seeks to increase passenger safety in general, while France 
intends to renovate over 3 kilometres of tunnels. Czechia also mentions tunnel safety and 
additionally wants to modernise several bridges and enhance the safety of road–railway crossings. 
Sweden's rail safety plans include building bridges and making changes to level crossings. 

Rail traffic safety should further increase with advancing rail digitalisation, listed, for example, by 
Czechia, Hungary, Slovenia and Finland. Finland also wants to introduce a new automatic train 
protection system on its entire rail network. Greece, for its part, targets electromechanical systems, 
signalling and telecommunications, whereas Hungary and Romania stress rail traffic management. 
Slovakia wants to improve the dispatching and redesign of the European timetabling process, while 
Croatia and Hungary plan to improve their passenger information and ticket sales systems. 

In terms of investment with an EU outreach, it is interesting to note that only eight countries12 are 
earmarking specific amounts from the RRF money to advance the installation of the European Rail 

Figure 1 – Transport in endorsed 
plans 

 

Data source: European Commission. 

https://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/infrastructure/ten-t_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/recovery-coronavirus/recovery-and-resilience-facility_en#national-recovery-and-resilience-plans
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Traffic Management System (ERTMS), which should considerably improve safety standards and 
cut the delays that trains face when crossing internal EU borders. 

An even smaller number of governments (roughly eight) plan to make specific interventions on the 
rail freight network. Italy and France, for instance, will renovate their freight lines and embedded 
logistics platforms. To facilitate rail freight, Bulgaria, Spain and Poland want to build or upgrade 
intermodal terminals. For Spain, this means developing or upgrading nine terminals, as well as rail 
and road access to ports. Poland and Slovakia plan to buy specialised rolling stock for intermodal 
transport, be it inter-modal transport units or loading structures. Given the low degree of detail 
available, it is hard to tell whether the ERTMS and rail freight have been left aside or bundled 
together with the general upgrades. 

In terms of structural changes, Greece plans to reorganise its whole railway sector, whereas France 
intends to transfer the management of local rail connections to its regions. Belgium wants to 
improve multimodal access to its railway stations and to increase its overall rail network 
performance; Italy, for its part, wishes to develop high-speed and raise capacity on both passenger 
and freight rail networks and complete its TEN-T rail corridors. Increasing the capacity of railway 
infrastructure is also on Slovenia's agenda. France also wants to use RRF money to replace the current 
practice of using glyphosate for cleaning rail tracks with a more environmentally friendly alternative.13 

Clean vehicles and recharging infrastructure 
The Member States have given much attention to replacing polluting private cars as well as 
replacing commercial and public fleets with cleaner vehicles. In addition to everything else needed 
to accomplish this task, they plan to invest in installing charging and refuelling points and, in several 
cases, provide support for fuel production. 

When it comes to private car replacement, governments intend to use both 'carrots', incentivising 
the purchase of low polluting cars, and 'sticks', penalising polluting ones. The 'carrots' include 
various programmes co-financing the purchase of new alternative private cars (introduced by six 
countries) and scrapping premiums for old polluting cars (planned by five). Alternatively, seven 
countries will offer support for the purchase of clean company cars14 and utility vehicles (Austria), 
trucks (Finland), electric bikes (Cyprus) and company cargo e-bikes (Czechia). 

Some countries are deploying tax relief schemes for electric vehicles. Tax relief can be granted when 
registering a vehicle, as in the case of the German 10-year tax exemption for purely electric vehicles, 
but also when using electricity for recharging (Denmark) or when using an electric company vehicle 
(Finland). 

Several governments wish to green their public sector through a transition to electromobility of 
their government fleet (Cyprus) or their municipal fleets.15 These schemes tend to include not only 
passenger cars but often also minibuses, buses, vans and heavy goods vehicles. Another recurrent 
element is the greening of specific public fleets, such as those of police and customs officers 
(France), fire and rescue services (Latvia), and of the Italian national fire brigade, which will be 
replacing its fire-fighting trucks and airport vehicles. Greece, for its part, will offer incentives to 
replace 2 000 old taxicabs with electric ones. 

Among the 'sticks' deployed, there is, for instance, the accelerated introduction of low- or no-
emission zones (Spain, Cyprus) or compulsory use of electric vehicles in certain transport operations 
(Cyprus). Romania wants to strengthen the 'polluter pays' principle with a combination of distance-
based charging for heavy-goods vehicles, taxes levied on the most polluting passenger vehicles and 
support for the renewal of coaches and buses. 

The governments of 17 countries 16 plan to invest in charging infrastructure for electric vehicles 
and most also plan to invest in some refuelling stations. Several countries set concrete numerical 
targets (such as Croatia: 1 300 charging stations for electric vehicles) that need to be considered in 
light of the countries' geography and existing recharging situation. Some seek simply to accelerate 

https://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/infrastructure/european-rail-traffic-management-system_en
https://www.eafo.eu/alternative-fuels/electricity/charging-infra-stats
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the deployment of alternative fuels in general (France). Others are more discerning and set targets 
for public and non-public charging stations (Germany, Finland) or wish to support only recharging 
points in private companies or residential buildings (Czechia). Finland wants to invest both in public 
electricity, gas charging and fuelling infrastructure, and in parallel develop a private charging 
network, needed to overcome the challenges of long distances and sparse settlement. 

The envisaged infrastructure also differs in terms of charging capacity (normal or high-speed) and 
the distribution of stations. Greece, for instance, targets publicly accessible charging points in 
airports, motorways, ports and parking areas, whereas Italy aims for fast public charging points 
(7 500 on highways, 13 755 in cities) and 100 experimental charging stations connected to storage. 
Spain also wants to roll out alternative refuelling points for heavy-duty vehicles on the road network. 

Several EU countries wish to complement this accelerated roll-out of charging and refuelling 
infrastructure with some support for alternative fuels production and for improving the electricity 
grid. France, for instance, wants to strengthen the resilience of its electricity networks and energy 
transition in rural areas. Slovakia seeks to promote alternative fuels in the transport sector, Denmark 
plans to invest in green fuels both for transport and industry, while Lithuania wants to produce fuels 
from renewable energy sources and Croatia advanced biofuels. 

Other planned initiatives supporting alternative fuels include research and development activities 
focusing on hydrogen (France, Italy), as well as the production of fuel-cell components and the serial 
testing of hydrogen components and vehicles (Germany). Concrete targets for hydrogen refuelling 
stations are envisaged, for example, by Italy and Croatia. Finland envisages large-scale 
demonstration projects targeting electric fuels and biofuels. Greece, for its part, wants to set up sites 
for the recycling of electric car batteries through the re-use of raw materials such as lithium and 
cobalt. 

Greening and improving public transport 
One of the most popular measures for making public transport cleaner and more attractive appears 
to be the purchase of new vehicles. New zero-emission buses should be financed in 13 countries.17 
Czechia wants to invest in battery trolley buses and trams in Prague, Estonia in tram transport in 
Tallinn. Croatia also plans to modernise its tram fleet and introduce autonomous electric taxis 
adapted to people with disabilities. Luxembourg too wishes to invest in electrifying its public 
transport. Cyprus wants to improve its bus routes, while Latvia will purchase 15 electric school buses. 
The planned new fleet acquisitions or extensions usually go hand in hand with the installation of 
recharging or refuelling infrastructure for the new vehicles. 

Beyond fleets, several countries intend to upgrade their existing suburban or regional public 
transport networks. Italy, Portugal and Romania focus on public transport, in particular on trams 
and metropolitan rail, as does France in the Île-de-France region. Next to tram extensions or new 
lines, Belgium and France want to introduce or improve high-service bus lines and also envisage 
new metro lines in large cities in the regions (Charleroi, Toulouse), whereas Bulgaria and Portugal 
wish to extend existing metro lines (in Sofia, Lisbon and Porto). Beyond the more common means 
of mass transport, Croatia plans to construct a new solar-powered cable ferry across the Drava River, 
and Italy, 15 kilometres of new funicular lines. 

Other measures seeking to boost public transport use include Malta's plans to extend its scheme of 
free scheduled road public transport services by granting access to an extra fifth of the population. 
Greece and Slovakia intend to introduce new rules redefining, among other things, public service 
obligations, while Finland wants to simplify the taxation of company public transport tickets. 

Reducing car use and promoting active mobility 
Considering the efforts deployed for greening vehicle fleets, strategies that actually lower the 
numbers of private cars in use seem to have received less attention. Here, for instance, Denmark 
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and France seek to reduce solo driving by promoting car sharing and carpooling; France also plans 
to develop lanes reserved for shared usage by carpooling and buses. Building on a positive element 
of the recent lockdown experience, Malta wants to promote remote working in its public service by 
setting up 15 office facilities that will enable people to work remotely, and thus limit commuting. 

Several governments have added a spatial dimension to their transport decarbonisation efforts. For 
Bulgaria, Czechia, Cyprus, Malta and Portugal, this involves strengthened transport planning. 
While sustainable urban mobility plans are no novelty, making them mandatory is a step forward, 
as are systematic efforts to limit the energy- and spatial intensity of road transport. Malta also wants 
to create car-free spaces across its mainland and Gozo Island, which will be open to the public. 

To increase the demand for commuting by public transport and bicycles rather than by company 
cars, Belgium is to change its law on company car taxation and revise the mobility budget law.18 
France intends to add provisions to its mobility law supporting the shift towards climate objectives. 
Finland's planned tax reform should promote commuter tickets and tax-free employee bicycles. 

About half of the governments intend to update, upgrade or extend their existing national green 
mobility plans. Several have earmarked specific investment to increase cycling, either as a daily 
means of transport or as a sustainable form of tourism, or both. The specific targets, however, need 
to be weighed against each country's existing situation, national policies and incentives in place. 

With the Dutch national plan not yet available, Belgium is the cycling infrastructure frontrunner: it 
wants to invest €411 million (or 6.9 % of its RRF funding) in 180 km of new and 1 360 km of upgraded 
cycle paths, as well as in secured bicycle parks, including at rail stations.19 It is joined by Romania, 
which plans to build or renovate 1 600 km of cycle tracks in urban areas and 3 000 km of cycle routes 
across the country to promote cycling tourism, and by Italy, with plans to build 365 km of cycle lanes 
in cities and 1 235 km elsewhere. 

Slovakia wants to construct 200 km of new cycle paths and bicycle parking spaces, whereas Latvia 
plans to build or renovate 60 km of cycle roads as part of the massive overhaul of the Riga 
multimodal transportation system. Spain wants to set up new cycle lanes both in urban areas and 
within broader tourism developments, while Greece wishes to build cycle pathways as a part of the 
new urban promenade along the Athens Riviera. Cycling developments are mentioned in seven 
other plans.20 

Modernising navigation and ports 
Among the countries using waterborne transport, the mix of measures envisaged is quite diverse. 
To support maritime transport, Spain plans to improve access to its ports and roll out alternative 
fuels. It also plans to support the uptake of alternative propulsion technologies in maritime ships. 
Italy will invest in improved energy efficiency and centralised smoke treatment, and in equipping 
docks with on-shore electricity in its ports. The electrification of docks is also on France's agenda, as 
is the creation of hydrogen supply. Malta seeks to promote alternatives to road transport through 
the construction of a new ferry-landing place. Greece plans infrastructure upgrades in 12 regional 
ports and will carry out a study on the renewal of its passenger shipping fleet. Croatia intends to 
introduce six passenger ships using electrical–solar propulsion in coastal line transport, modernise 
the ports open to public traffic and build a new passenger terminal in Split. It also wants to improve 
transport connections to its islands and upgrade the port of Bol on Brač Island. Denmark plans to 
spend €27 million on 15 green ferries, by subsidising both the purchase of zero- or low-emission 
ferries and retrofits of existing vessels. 

To revitalise inland waterways, Croatia wishes to build a new fluvial ferry and modernise its fluvial 
fleet. France aims to have its locks and dams automated and bridges connected, to ensure remote 
monitoring. Belgium plans to extend the existing multimodal platform in Liège as well as increase 
the height of four bridges over the Albert Canal waterway. Romania wants to develop a 
comprehensive strategy including both its inland and maritime waterways and ports. It should 

https://www.eltis.org/mobility-plans
https://bsi.brussels/en/digest/the-debate-regarding-the-number-of-company-cars-in-belgium/
https://bsi.brussels/en/digest/the-debate-regarding-the-number-of-company-cars-in-belgium/
https://lebudgetmobilite.be/fr
https://www.ecologie.gouv.fr/loi-dorientation-des-mobilites#:%7E:text=La%20loi%20d%27orientation%20des%20mobilit%C3%A9s%20a%20%C3%A9t%C3%A9%20publi%C3%A9e%20au,moins%20co%C3%BBteux%20et%20plus%20propres.
https://www.ecf.com/cycling-data
https://www.ecf.com/policy-areas/cycling-all-policies/national-cycling-policies
https://www.ecf.com/resources/financial-incentives
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021SC0172&qid=1624626286892
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target alternative fuels deployment, reduction of emissions, noise and pollution as well as improved 
sustainable navigability of the River Danube and connections to other transport modes. 

Roads 
While about half of the plans contain some road-related intentions, accounting for this sector is 
tricky because of how the plans are structured. Investments in road traffic management, intelligent 
transport systems and ticketing applications may appear in the digital envelopes but not in the 
sustainable transport one, and the construction of new roads may appear in other envelopes. The 
roads planned are mostly sections of the TEN-T network that all EU countries have agreed to build. 

Specific steps to reinforce road safety are planned by Czechia, Greece and Poland, while Bulgaria 
and Romania want to advance these aspects in their road traffic management. Romania also seeks 
to eliminate black spots as regards safety on national roads. Within a broader reform of its road 
transport, Croatia will seek to improve the monitoring of transport of dangerous goods by road. 

Digitalisation of transport networks – which should also have positive safety impacts – is envisaged 
by Italy and digitalisation of road infrastructure by Slovenia. Greece wishes to digitalise its transport 
administration and Spain envisages a larger reform towards safe, sustainable and connected 
mobility. As part of other digital elements involved in advancing road transport, Belgium plans to 
introduce an application enabling access to open data for smart mobility and deploy 'mobility as a 
service' (MaaS) structures in the Brussels region. Greece and Croatia wish to develop an electronic 
tolling system, while Denmark wants to set up a road-pricing test scheme. For its part, Cyprus plans 
to set up an intelligent transportation system using digital twin technologies. Greece wishes to 
develop 5G networks covering six of its motorways and invest in 'smart' bridges, to improve safety 
and prevent accidents linked to the passage of heavy vehicles or climate change. Italy intends to 
provide 5G coverage to over 12 000 km of its suburban roads and corridors. 

Greece is also among the countries that plan to use part of the RRF money to build new roads. The 
sections concerned (the Central Greece Highway and the Cretan Northern Highway, over 250 km in 
total), are part of the agreed TEN-T structure, which is also the case for some of the links in the 
Portuguese road network, which are currently missing. Portugal also plans to build cross-border 
road links with Spain, expand and upgrade the Azores regional road network and build or renew 
road connections to a number of its business parks. Romania, by investing in road infrastructure 
linked to the TEN-T core network (430 km), wants to boost the connectivity of its large urban centres. 

Other issues and outlook 
While air transport is mentioned in several plans, it appears not to lend itself well to the short 
timeframe over which the RRF investment needs to be made. Nevertheless, Italy, for instance, plans 
to digitalise its air traffic management, while Greece envisages upgrades in 13 regional airports to 
address existing deviations or non-compliance under the new European Aviation Safety Agency 
certification specifications. Spain envisages deploying alternative fuels at airports, whereas Croatia 
wants to electrify and green the ground-handling and power supply systems at its Zadar airport. 
France intends to invest €1.4 billion in research and development on lower-emission aircraft. 

The process of assessing, endorsing and approving the remaining plans continues. Once the initial 
instalment has been paid, the Commission's Recovery and Resilience Task Force will regularly assess 
the progress made by each country in the implementation of their plan, to give the go-ahead for 
the rest of the payments in the pipeline. 

MAIN REFERENCES 
Sapala, M.; Recovery plan for Europe: State of play, European Parliament, EPRS briefing, September 2021. 

The Recovery and Resilience Facility, European Commission, website, last consulted on 20 October 2021. 
Amounts cited come from the respective analytical Commission staff working documents, while details 
of investments are listed in the annex to the proposed Council implementing decision on each plan. 

https://maas-alliance.eu/homepage/what-is-maas/
https://www.easa.europa.eu/light
https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/recovery-and-resilience-task-force_en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2021)696209
https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/recovery-coronavirus/recovery-and-resilience-facility_en#latest
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ENDNOTES 
 

1  All amounts are in current prices. 
2  In the preparation of their plans, the national governments were also to consult the regional and local authorities, 

which are often key partners in the implementation of reforms and investments involving transport, in particular in 
the urban mobility context. 

3  Greece, Italy, Cyprus, Portugal, Romania and Slovenia. 
4  Where available, the plans endorsed by the Commission have been analysed. Despite their descriptive and target-

oriented nature, the documents leave some doubt as to the exact content of the items listed. All information related 
to Bulgaria, Hungary, Poland and Sweden comes from the latest publicly available versions of their plans and is subject 
to change. No plan is yet available for the Netherlands. Planned reforms and investments are considered jointly. 

5  While the Romanian government cites its plans to allocate €7.62 billion for investment in sustainable transport, the 
documents available on the Commission website are not detailed enough to verify the total amount. 

6  Belgium, Bulgaria, Czechia, Germany, Estonia, Ireland, Greece, Spain, France, Croatia, Italy, Latvia, Hungary, Austria, 
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Slovakia, Finland and Sweden.  

7  Bulgaria, Czechia, Greece, Spain, France, Croatia, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Sweden. 
8  Bulgaria, Czechia, Greece, Croatia, Latvia, Austria, Romania and Slovakia. 
9  While the detailed Hungarian plan is not yet available, in the case of Croatia, 'bottlenecks' stand for 50-77-year-old 

facilities like bridges and viaducts that limit train speed to 60 km/h and need reconstruction or upgrades. 
10  RRF money will finance only the terminal building. The railway (and surrounding) infrastructure may receive CEF 

funds.  
11  Investment of this type is envisaged also by Bulgaria, Hungary, Poland, Romania and Slovakia. 
12  Bulgaria, Czechia, Italy, Hungary, Poland, Romania, Slovenia, Finland; possibly also France and Slovakia, but they use 

terms that are more ambiguous. 
13  While this measure should have a positive environmental effect, it is not counted as contributing to the climate 

objective. 
14  Purchase support: Germany, Spain, France, Croatia, Cyprus, and Malta. Scrapping premiums: Denmark, Cyprus, Malta, 

Romania, and Slovakia. Support to company cars: Belgium, Czechia, Germany, Cyprus, Lithuania, Malta and Finland. 
15  Czechia, Germany, Lithuania, Luxembourg and Malta. 
16  Belgium, Czechia, Germany, Greece, Spain, France, Croatia, Italy, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Austria, Portugal, Romania, 

Slovenia, Slovakia, Finland and Sweden. 
17  Belgium, Germany, Greece, Croatia, Italy, Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Malta, Austria, Poland and Portugal. 
18  Under the 2019 mobility budget, employers could compensate their employees willing to give up their right to a 

company car by offering them a choice of sustainable commuting means. The scheme had limited success. 
19  Mostly in Flanders, but also in Wallonia, as well as in and around Brussels. 
20  Czechia, Denmark, Estonia, Cyprus, Croatia, Hungary and Austria. 
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