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SUMMARY 
Since the mid-1980s, Latin America has enjoyed long and broad democratic expansion, and has 
made considerable progress with regard to free and fair elections and respect for human rights. As 
the 'most democratic emerging-market region in the world', over 80 % of the Latin American 
population enjoy democracy, a proportion surpassed only in western Europe and North America. 
Standards vary widely however: while Costa Rica, Uruguay and Chile stand out in all classifications 
as the most free and democratic, Nicaragua, Venezuela and Cuba remain at the bottom of the table. 

However, the tide may be turning for this successful 'third democratic wave' in Latin America, as 
many countries suffer democratic erosion or even backsliding. The progressive decline of 
democratic indicators in the region has been exacerbated by factors such as the self-interest of the 
ruling elites or rampant corruption in some countries, and may have been accelerated by the 
Covid-19 pandemic, which has justified the implementation of freedom-restricting measures and 
has facilitated human rights abuses. The human rights situation in Latin America and the Caribbean 
has indeed deteriorated more generally, with an increase in poverty, inequality, violence, and rising 
migration from the worst affected countries. 

The EU has contributed to democracy and human rights in the region by sending election 
observation missions, participating in initiatives such as the Colombia peace process and its 
implementation or in the creation of the International Contact Group on Venezuela, and financing 
projects. The European Parliament has meanwhile accompanied democratic developments and 
crises closely through its resolutions, the Sakharov Prize and other initiatives. 
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A democratic region, with some exceptions... 
For the past three and a half decades, Latin America has experienced the longest and broadest 
democratic expansion in its entire history, and it has made considerable progress with regard to 
holding free and fair elections and the recognition 
and respect of human rights. According to the 
International Institute for Democracy and Electoral 
Assistance (IDEA), the greatest change in the 'third 
wave' of democratisation that began around 1978 
has been in Latin America's political culture, as 
democracy has prospered in the region (albeit with 
a few exceptions) without military coups, and there 
has been a regular alternation of parties and 
politicians in power. The main issue now is not 
democracy itself, but how to improve it and make it 
work more effectively (its qualitative aspects). 

Experts also agree that the situation in the region 
has improved in general terms: there are more 
consolidated democracies, more and better public 
social protection policies, and the economies are 
stronger and more integrated. Poverty has been 
reduced and the middle class has grown. The 
biggest challenge now is to maintain this process over the medium and long term. In spite of this, 
in some countries the socio-economic and political situation has been deteriorating in recent years, 
as has the quality of democracy (having practically disappeared in Venezuela and Nicaragua), and 
the Covid-19 pandemic has worsened the outlook. Latin America and the Caribbean also remains 
the world's most unequal region. 

According to the Economist Intelligence Unit Democracy Index 2020, Latin America is 'the most 
democratic emerging-market region in the world', with over 80 % of its population enjoying 
democracy, second only in democratic standards to western Europe and North America. The 
prevalence of democratic regimes does not however mean that all countries enjoy the same level 
of democratic quality. As shown in the table below, the most important democracy and freedom 
indices seem to agree that the vast majority of countries in the region are democratic overall, even 
if some still have serious shortcomings in liberal democratic standards and freedoms.  

Costa Rica, Uruguay and Chile stand out in all classifications as most free and democratic, even at 
world level: they are considered to be the only three full democracies in the region by the EUI 
Democracy Index, and are in the best ranked category in all democracy and freedom classifications 
(see Table 1). Most other Latin American countries are somewhere in the middle, considered to be 
electoral democracies, either free or partly free, democracies in consolidation (Jamaica and 
Argentina) or flawed democracies. 

Only three countries, Nicaragua, Venezuela and Cuba stand out at the bottom of the table for being 
considered 'not free' and authoritarian regimes (political pluralism is absent or heavily 
circumscribed); and they are also the last in the Human Freedom Index. V-Dem considers Cuba to 
be the region's only 'closed autocracy' (as it holds no multiparty elections). Also at the near bottom 
of the table are El Salvador, Guatemala, Bolivia, Haiti and Honduras, classified by the EIU Democracy 
Index as hybrid regimes (characterised to some degree by substantial irregularities in elections, 
widespread corruption and weak rule of law, frequent harassment of journalists, judiciary not 
independent), and in the case of the three latter classified by V-Dem as electoral autocracies (de jure 
multiparty elections (presidential and legislative), but not de facto free and fair). 

 

Box 1 – Positive democratic trends 

1) Since the 1980s Latin America has become 
the third most democratic region in the world, 
and the first in the developing world. 

2) Latin American democracies have proved 
very resilient (only 27 % have suffered an 
interruption in the last four decades). 

3) Elections are generally accepted as the only 
legitimate means of coming to power, and the 
region has the highest turnouts in the world 
(67 % on average). 

4) Latin America has one of the highest 
percentages of women parliamentarians in the 
world (27 % on average). 

Source: Brookings Institution. 

https://www.idea.int/publications/catalogue/la-calidad-de-las-democracias-en-america-latina?lang=en
https://www.idea.int/publications/catalogue/la-calidad-de-las-democracias-en-america-latina?lang=en
https://theglobalamericans.org/2021/06/the-dramatic-latin-american-crisis/
https://www.cepal.org/en/news/new-document-eclac-examines-structural-gaps-characterize-region
https://www.eiu.com/n/campaigns/democracy-index-2020/
https://www.cato.org/human-freedom-index/2020
https://www.v-dem.net/en/publications/democracy-reports/
https://www.cogitatiopress.com/politicsandgovernance/article/view/1214
https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2021/02/02/global-democracy-has-a-very-bad-year
https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2021/02/02/global-democracy-has-a-very-bad-year
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2020/02/28/the-rapidly-deteriorating-quality-of-democracy-in-latin-america/
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Table1 – Democracy and freedom in Latin American and Caribbean (LAC) countries, various 
indices1 

Country 
Regime type and 

LDI score 

 (V-Dem 2020) 

Global Freedom 
score 2021 

(Freedom House) 

Human 
Freedom Index 

2020 

(CATO & Fraser 
Institutes) 

Bertelsmann 
Transformation 
Index (BTI) 2020 

(Political 
Transformation) 

Economist 
Intelligence Unit 
(EUI) Democracy 

Index 2020 

Costa Rica Lib. democracy 
(0.85) Free (91) 7.84 Dem. in 

consolidation (9.05) 
Full democracy 

(8.16) 

Uruguay  Lib. democracy - 
(0.80) Free (98) 7.92 Dem. in 

consolidation (9.90) 
Full democracy 

(8.61) 

Chile 
Electoral 

democracy +  
(0.76) 

Free (93) 8.18 Dem. in 
consolidation (9.30) 

Full democracy 
(8.28) 

Jamaica Electoral 
democracy (0.70) Free (80) 7.44 Dem. in 

consolidation (8.25) 
Flawed democracy 

(7.13) 

Argentina Electoral 
democracy (0.67) Free (84) 7.05 Dem. in 

consolidation (8.15) 
Flawed democracy 

(6.95) 

Panama Electoral 
democracy (0.56) Free (83) 7.87 Defective 

democracy (7.05) 
Flawed democracy 

(7.18) 

Suriname Electoral 
democracy (0.60) Free (79) 7.31 __ Flawed democracy 

(6.82) 

Brazil Electoral 
democracy (0.51) Free (74) 6.83 Defective 

democracy (7.40) 
Flawed democracy 

(6.92) 

Peru Electoral 
democracy (0.69) Partly free (71) 7.68 Defective 

democracy (6.55) 
Flawed democracy 

(6.53) 

Dominican 
Rep. 

Electoral 
democracy (0.34) Partly free (67) 7.37 

Defective 
democracy (6.80) 

Flawed democracy 
(6.32) 

Ecuador Electoral 
democracy (0.48) Partly free (67) 7.14 Defective 

democracy (7.20) 
Flawed democracy 

(6.13) 

Colombia Electoral 
democracy (0.45) Partly free (65) 6.85 Defective 

democracy (6.70) 
Flawed democracy 

(7.04) 

Paraguay Electoral 
democracy (0.43) Partly free (65) 7.19 Defective 

democracy (6.60) 
Flawed democracy 

(6.18) 

Mexico Electoral 
democracy (0.41) Partly free (61) 6.85 Defective 

democracy (6.05) 
Flawed democracy 

(6.07) 

Guyana 
Electoral 

democracy - 
(0.40) 

Free (73) 7.00 __ 
Flawed democracy 

(6.01) 

El Salvador Electoral 
democracy (0.38) Partly free (63) 7.03 Defective 

democracy (7.20) Hybrid regime (5.90) 

Guatemala Electoral 
democracy (0.41) Partly free (52) 7.21 Defective 

democracy  (4.05) Hybrid regime (4.97) 
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Bolivia Electoral 
autocracy (0.23)     

Partly free (66) 6.78 Defective 
democracy (6.80) 

Hybrid regime (5.08) 

Haiti Electoral 
autocracy (0.23) Partly free (37) 6.68 Moderate 

autocracy (4.22)  Hybrid regime (4.32) 

Honduras Electoral 
autocracy (0.23) Partly free (44) 6.94 Moderate 

autocracy (4.67) Hybrid regime (5.36) 

Nicaragua Electoral 
autocracy (0.06) Not free (30) 6.54 Moderate 

autocracy (4.03) Authoritarian (3.60) 

Venezuela Electoral 
autocracy (0.07) Not free (14) 4.08 Hard-line autocracy 

(3.08) Authoritarian (2.76) 

Cuba Closed autocracy 
(0.09) Not free (13) __ Hard-line autocracy 

(3.53) Authoritarian (2.84) 

Sources: V-Dem, Freedom House, CATO Institute, BTI Project, Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU). See endnote 1 for a short 
explanation of scores. 

...and some worrying trends 
Despite the positive aspects, most experts agree that 
this successful 'third democratic wave' in Latin 
America may be on the wane, which also seems to be 
part of a global trend. In its 2021 report, 
Latinobarómetro underlines that 2010-2020 was the 
decade of 'deconstruction' in the region. Also called 
by many 'the lost decade', it was marked by protests 
(as a result of the already delicate political, economic 
and social situation before the pandemic). It also saw 
the end of democracy in some countries, such as 
Venezuela and Nicaragua, with the arrival of what 
some experts have referred to as 'new 
authoritarianisms', i.e. leaders who had initially been 
democratically elected, gradually restricting civil and 
political rights, trying to retain power and behaving 
in an autocratic, personalist way. Both Venezuela's 
Nicolás Maduro and Nicaragua's Daniel Ortega 
illustrate this: originally, they had a considerable 
degree of public support and were elected by 
universal suffrage, but they are now widely 
considered as autocrats. The region has lately been 
suffering what Chatham House's Christopher Sabatini 
calls 'a new wave of populist movements', favoured 
by the current economic crisis and public anger with 
the traditional political class, threatening long-term 
political stability and economic growth. In its 2021 
report, Latinobarómetro also mentions the lack of 
parliamentary majorities as a factor hampering governability in the region. 

In an article on the rapidly deteriorating quality of democracy in Latin America, Daniel Zovatto (IDEA) 
stresses that some countries, such as Brazil, have suffered 'democratic erosion' in recent years, while 
others (Haiti, Honduras, Guatemala, Paraguay, Bolivia and the Dominican Republic) show 'different 
degrees of democratic fragility'. He describes the situation in Nicaragua as 'democratic backsliding', 
and that of Venezuela as a 'total democratic breakdown'. The decline in democratic indicators in the 

Box 2 – Challenges for democracy 

1) Democratic fatigue: between 2010 and 2020
overall support for democracy fell from 63 % to 
49 %; indifference between a democratic regime 
and an authoritarian one climbed (16 % to 27 %); 
and dissatisfaction with democracy also 
increased considerably (52 % to 70 %). 

2) Worsening crisis of representative democracy:
trust in legislatures was at a meagre 20 %, while 
trust in political parties fell to just 13 % in 2020. 

3) The world's highest levels of income
inequality: 15 of the 26 most unequal countries 
in the world (58 %) are in Latin America. 

4) Latin America is the third most corrupt region
in the world (after Africa and the Middle East); it 
has the highest levels of crime and violence; and 
the rule of law remains a weak spot. 

4) Governments' approval ratings have been
falling steadily in the last decade; and there is an 
increasing citizen perception that the elites rule 
for the benefit of a privileged minority. 

Sources: Brookings Institution; Latinobarómetro 
2021. 

https://www.v-dem.net/
https://freedomhouse.org/countries/freedom-world/scores
https://www.cato.org/sites/cato.org/files/2020-12/human-freedom-index-2020.pdf
https://bti-project.org/en/home.html?&cb=00000
https://www.eiu.com/n/campaigns/democracy-index-2020/
https://www.nuevospapeles.com/nota/15972-democracia-el-fin-de-la-tercera-ola
https://www.idea.int/sites/default/files/publications/global-democratic-trends-before-and-during-covid-19-pandemic.pdf
https://www.latinobarometro.org/lat.jsp
https://www.scielo.cl/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S0718-52002019000100015&lang=pt
https://www.scielo.cl/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S0718-52002019000100015&lang=pt
https://www.economist.com/the-americas/six-ways-nicolas-maduro-stays-in-power-in-venezuela/21806197
https://www.economist.com/the-americas/2021/11/13/other-despots-help-daniel-ortega-stay-in-power-in-nicaragua
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2021/04/economics-populism-failing-latin-america
https://www.latinobarometro.org/lat.jsp
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2020/02/28/the-rapidly-deteriorating-quality-of-democracy-in-latin-america/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2020/02/28/the-rapidly-deteriorating-quality-of-democracy-in-latin-america/
https://www.latinobarometro.org/lat.jsp
https://www.latinobarometro.org/lat.jsp
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region has been helped by factors such as the self-interest of the ruling elites and widespread 
corruption in some countries. For instance, the Odebrecht corruption scandal – where Brazil's 
construction giant paid bribes to politicians in exchange for contracts – implicated several 
presidents and other politicians, some of whom have been condemned to jail sentences.2 More 
recently, this trend may have been accelerated by the Covid-19 pandemic, which has justified the 
implementation of freedom-restricting measures in many countries, some of them considered 
disproportionate; and which has facilitated human rights abuses in several countries. Nevertheless, 
other analysts are more optimistic and believe that, despite increasing populism and polarisation in 
the region, Latin American democracy is more resilient than appearances may suggest: opinion polls 
show that only around a fifth to a quarter of Latin Americans might welcome authoritarian 
government; furthermore, recent decades of democratic experience have consolidated a culture of 
citizens' rights and political participation; and the checks and balances existing in some countries 
provide an additional safeguard against democratic backsliding.

Figure 1 – Support for democracy in Latin 
America (%)    

Figure 2 – Indifference to political regime 
in Latin America (%)

Source: Latinobarometro 2010 and 2021. 

Nevertheless, as shown by the Latinobarometro and the Americas Barometer of Vanderbilt 
University's Latin American Public Opinion Project (LAPOP), support for democracy in Latin America 
has been steadily decreasing over the last decade. According to LAPOP, it fell from almost 69.2 % in 
2008 to 57.7 % in 2018-2019, and tolerance for executive coups rose from 14.8 % in 2010 to nearly 
24 % in 2018-2019. In its 2021 report, Latinobarometro underlines that democracy in the region is 
'stable within its state of unrest', and describes the 2010-2020 period as 'the lost decade'. It stresses 
that support for democracy in Latin America and the Caribbean reached its peak at two moments: 
in 1997 at the start of the democratic transitions, with 63 % of the population supporting democracy 
(falling to 48 % in 2001 coinciding with the Asian crisis); and once again with 61 % in 2010, which 
marked the start of protests in the region (declining systematically to 48 % in 2018, and stabilising 
in 2020, at 49 %). At the same time, popular 'indifference' to the type of political regime rose from 
16 % in 2010 to 27 % in 2020. Latinobarómetro even speaks of a 'democratic diabetes' which started 
years ago and whose symptoms are still being felt today. Thus, in 2020, in only seven of the region's 
countries was support for democracy higher or equal to 50 %. According to Latinobarometro, 
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https://www.bbc.com/news/business-39194395
https://www.wola.org/analysis/anti-democratic-trends-human-rights-abuses-covid-19-latin-america/
https://www.kas.de/documents/271408/4627511/2020_Covid+Lateinamerika_esp+%28final%29.pdf/bb492cee-d5b9-1f10-73d8-92abffa0ef7d?version=1.0&t=1588863456407
https://www.economist.com/briefing/2019/05/09/populism-and-polarisation-threaten-latin-america
https://www.latinobarometro.org/lat.jsp
https://www.latinobarometro.org/lat.jsp
https://www.latinobarometro.org/latContents.jsp
https://www.vanderbilt.edu/lapop/ab2018/2018-19_AmericasBarometer_Regional_Report_10.13.19.pdf
https://www.latinobarometro.org/lat.jsp
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possible explanations differ for each country, as they relate to each country's particular evolution. 
For instance, in the cases of Nicaragua, El Salvador and Venezuela it seems to be the elites, rather 
than the general public, who are endangering democracy. In countries such as Brazil and Mexico, 
populism is given as the possible reason for the decline. In countries such as Guatemala and 
Honduras, the problems of democracy reflect the weakness of the state. However, interference by 
various governments with the independence of the judiciary and attacks on civil society (including 
by cutting financial resources) pose a danger for democracy in the region.  

The effects of the Covid-19 pandemic 
Latin America is one of the regions worst affected by the Covid-19 pandemic in the world, and many 
analysts have pointed to the possibility of democracy backsliding there as a result of the pandemic. 
V-Dem has developed the Pandemic Backsliding project to assess the extent to which governments
are violating democratic standards in the framework of emergency provisions in response to the
pandemic. These provisions enable states to temporarily limit personal freedoms and impose checks
and balances to address crises, but some leaders abuse them and foster more permanent
autocratisation, either by imposing disproportionate measures, or by keeping emergency
provisions in place after the situation has improved. Latin America has performed worse than the
global average (with improvements after the first quarter of 2020), although better than the Middle
East-North Africa (MENA) and Asia-Pacific regions.

Political leaders from all sides of the political spectrum have used the crisis to prolong their 
mandates and postpone elections, to weaken scrutiny of government actions or to silence their 
critics, all of which in normal circumstances would be regarded as authoritarian or antidemocratic 
measures. For instance, in Venezuela journalists and opposition leaders who questioned the 
government's data on Covid-19 have been arrested or subjected to home searches; in Nicaragua, 
political prisoners remained in jail despite the liberation of numerous inmates as a consequence of 
the pandemic; in El Salvador, President Bukele made excessive use of force to enforce strict 
confinement and even interned healthy people in contention centres; and voting has been 
postponed in 10 Latin American countries (among them the presidential elections in Bolivia, finally 
held on 28 October 2020).   

According to The Economist, the pandemic 'has fuelled indifference (towards democracy) more than 
authoritarianism'. Experts from the Elcano Royal Institute maintain that what Covid-19 has done is 
just accelerate numerous problems that already challenged democracy in the region before the 
pandemic. Other analysts are more optimistic and argue that the pandemic may even strengthen 
Latin American democracies. They point to a 'forthsliding hypothesis', i.e. the possibility that popular 
disappointment with the mishandling of the crisis by governments could lead to them being 
punished, and foster 'resistance to power, rather than the concentration of it', with the governments' 
subsequent loss of popular support due to the ineffectiveness of their measures (e.g. in Bolivia and 
Honduras, governments were forced to restore freedom of expression owing to popular pressure, 
and in several Latin American countries' restrictive measures were challenged in the courts). 

The human rights situation 
The human rights situation in Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) has also deteriorated in the 
2020-2021 period (although with considerable differences between countries). In 2020, compared 
with 2019, the number of people living in poverty in the LAC region had increased by 22 million, 
reaching 33.7 % of the total population, and 8 million more were living in extreme poverty (12.5 %). 
It was also the world's region with the highest level of income inequality. 

Moreover, Latin America and the Caribbean was the world's most violent region in 2020, with 
Jamaica, Venezuela and Honduras in the lead regarding homicide rates (46.5, 45.6 and 37.6 per 
100 000 inhabitants, respectively). At least 210 people suffered violent death in the context of 
protests across the region in 2019. Mexico was the deadliest country for journalists, with nine killings 

https://www.connectas.org/analisis/latinoamerica-sistema-judicial-en-crisis/
https://www.civicus.org/index.php/es/medios-y-recursos/comunicados-de-prensa/4025-sociedad-civil-en-america-latina-recibe-escasa-financiacion-y-ap
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WP/Issues/2021/06/11/COVID-19-in-Latin-America-A-High-Toll-on-Lives-and-Livelihoods-50225
https://www.nytimes.com/es/2020/07/29/espanol/america-latina/democracia-america-latina-pandemia.html
https://www.v-dem.net/pandem.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/08/28/venezuela-police-state-lashes-out-amid-covid-19
https://www.confidencial.com.ni/english/ortega-uses-covid-19-pretext-to-isolate-political-prisoners/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/petition/nayib-bukele-detenga-la-represion/
https://cnnespanol.cnn.com/2020/06/26/como-afecto-el-coronavirus-las-elecciones-en-america-latina/
https://cnnespanol.cnn.com/2020/06/26/como-afecto-el-coronavirus-las-elecciones-en-america-latina/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-54552921
https://www.economist.com/the-americas/latin-american-democracy-is-in-poor-but-surprisingly-stable-health/21805261
http://www.realinstitutoelcano.org/wps/portal/rielcano_en/contenido?WCM_GLOBAL_CONTEXT=/elcano/elcano_in/zonas_in/ari54-2021-malamud-nunez-latin-american-democracy-after-a-years-pandemic
http://www.realinstitutoelcano.org/wps/portal/rielcano_en/contenido?WCM_GLOBAL_CONTEXT=/elcano/elcano_in/zonas_in/ari54-2021-malamud-nunez-latin-american-democracy-after-a-years-pandemic
https://americasquarterly.org/article/covid-may-ultimately-strengthen-latin-americas-democracies-not-destroy-them/
https://www.idea.int/sites/default/files/publications/balance-tendencias-democraticas-america-latina-y-caribe-antes-y-durante-la-pandemia.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/04/facts-figures-human-rights-americas-2020/
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2021
https://www.cepal.org/es/comunicados/pandemia-provoca-aumento-niveles-pobreza-sin-precedentes-ultimas-decadas-impacta
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2020/02/World-Social-Report2020-FullReport.pdf
https://insightcrime.org/news/analysis/2020-homicide-round-up/
https://elpais.com/internacional/2020/02/27/america/1582818850_205482.html
https://cpj.org/data/?status=Killed&start_year=2020&end_year=2020&group_by=location_sorted&motiveConfirmed%5B%5D=Confirmed&motiveUnconfirmed%5B%5D=Unconfirmed&type%5B%5D=Journalist
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in 2020 (followed by Honduras, with four). Mexico recorded over 3 750 killings of women, of which 
over 950 were investigated as femicides; and over 77 000 people were reported officially missing or 
disappeared, including nearly 5 000 in the first nine months of 2020. Brazil was the country recording 
most killings of trans and 'gender-diverse' people in the world (152 between September 2019 and 
September 2020, 40 % of the world's total), followed by Mexico (with 57). Latin America and the 
Caribbean was also the world's deadliest region for human rights defenders in 2020, with 264 
killings, accounting for 79 % of the global total; Colombia, with 177 killings, remained the world's 
most lethal country for human rights defenders; other dangerous countries for human rights 
activists in 2020 were Honduras (20 killings), Mexico (19), Brazil (16) and Guatemala (15). The region 
also recorded the highest number of killings of environmental activists (with almost three quarters 
of total attacks in the world, and home to 7 out of the 10 countries with most killings). In Brazil and 
Peru, nearly three quarters of recorded attacks took place in the Amazon region.  

Another pressing human rights issue in Latin America is migration. Around 6 million Venezuelans, 
of whom over 850 000 are asylum-seekers, have left the country. According to the UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, this represents one of the world's largest migration and refugee 
crises. Migratory pressure on the US-Mexico border meanwhile increased between October 2020 
and September 2021, reaching over 1 500 000 detected illegal migrants, including over 
130 000 minors, compared with 977 000 in 2019. These migrants – who are fleeing the difficult 
situations in their home countries – often face serious dangers on their way to destination countries, 
and risk labour and sexual exploitation, violence and discrimination once they arrive. 

Among the positive developments regarding human rights in the LAC region in 2020, mention should be 
made of the entry into effect on 22 April 2021 of the Escazu Agreement on Access to Information, Public 
Participation and Justice in Environmental Matters in Latin America and the Caribbean. It has been ratified by 
12 countries so far, which gives some hope regarding the protection of the environment as well as of 
environmental defenders in the region.  

Selected cases 
Cuba 
Cuba is among the region's three worst performers in all democracy and freedom indices. According 
to Lührmann et al. (based on the V-Dem score), it is the only closed autocracy on the continent, as 
there are no multiparty elections (the Communist Party is the only one recognised since the 1959 
revolution). And it is classified as 'not free' by the Global Freedom Score. Raul Castro's retirement 
and the appointment of Miguel Diaz-Canel to the presidency in 2018 has not brought any 
substantial changes in the political and human rights situation on the island, despite the approval 
of a new constitution in February 2019 – which limited the mandate of the president to two 
consecutive five-year terms, restored the position of prime minister, recognised private property, 
established habeas corpus (denounced by human rights defenders as ineffective) and enhanced 
women's and LGBTI rights. 

According to human rights defenders, the persecution of members of the opposition has not 
subsided. Spontaneous demonstrations, which began on 11 July 2021 as a result of popular 
discontent with the economic crisis and the government's response to the Covid-19 pandemic were 
heavily repressed by the Cuban government. According to non-governmental organisation (NGO) 
Prisoners' Defenders, over 5 000 Cubans were detained between 11 and 17 July 2021. More than 
1 500 of them were subjected to freedom restriction measures by the judicial authorities. By 
November 2021 there were 712 confirmed political prisoners in Cuba, and approximately 
11 000 civilians not belonging to opposition organisations had been convicted or condemned on 
'pre-criminal' charges, (i.e. without having actually committed a crime). Prisoners of conscience are 
often subjected to harsh conditions (kept in punishment cells, deprived of phone calls to their 
families or medical assistance, etc.). Prisoners' Defenders also denounced cases of enforced 
disappearances (denied by the Cuban authorities). Independent journalists and activists have been 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sXSQU6yy7r502TAFM_fW7mIVhGZIeVsm/view
https://www.eleconomista.com.mx/politica/Segob-reporta-77171-personas-desaparecidas-en-Mexico-al-corte-de-septiembre-de-2020-20201007-0089.html
https://www.infobae.com/america/mexico/2020/10/07/mexico-registro-4960-desaparecidos-en-2020-90-por-crimen-organizado/
https://transrespect.org/en/tmm-update-tdor-2020/
https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/sites/default/files/fld_global_analysis_2020.pdf
https://www.globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/environmental-activists/last-line-defence/
https://www.r4v.info/en/refugeeandmigrants
https://www.unhcr.org/venezuela-emergency.html
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/stats/southwest-land-border-encounters
https://fundacionacnur.org/emergencias-humanitarias/venezuela-crisis-de-refugiados-y-migrantes_273/
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2021-04-22/secretary-generals-message-marking-the-entry-force-of-the-escaz%C3%BA-agreement
https://observatoriop10.cepal.org/en/treaties/regional-agreement-access-information-public-participation-and-justice-environmental
https://www.cepal.org/en/escazuagreement
https://www.v-dem.net/
https://freedomhouse.org/countries/freedom-world/scores
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-56802129
https://edition.cnn.com/2014/01/14/world/americas/cuba-fast-facts/index.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+rss%2Fcnn_latest+%28RSS%3A+CNN+-+Most+Recent%29
https://www.wola.org/analysis/cubas-new-constitution-explained/
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/habeas_corpus
https://cubalex.org/2018/07/30/habeas-corpus-es-ineficaz/
https://www.wola.org/2021/07/demonstrations-cuba-signal-need-for-action/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/28/world/americas/cuba-protests-crackdown-arrests.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Os4qCWHyKwD9bWDJeoHNzQb7aTlWj2JG/view
https://www.prisonersdefenders.org/2021/12/07/805-prisioneros-politicos-en-cuba-en-los-ultimos-12-meses/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EOkZqH8xp57ODaaOw_AHTxApvbFrvI3g/view
https://crd.org/2020/01/13/8400-cubans-serve-time-for-pre-criminal-social-dangerousness/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19l_Kv2N0LaBsw5Da22fNtzN2meBLILXC/view?_se=ZW5yaXF1ZS5nb21lenJhbWlyZXpAZXVyb3BhcmwuZXVyb3BhLmV1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19l_Kv2N0LaBsw5Da22fNtzN2meBLILXC/view?_se=ZW5yaXF1ZS5nb21lenJhbWlyZXpAZXVyb3BhcmwuZXVyb3BhLmV1
https://latamjournalismreview.org/articles/journalists-in-cuba-are-besieged-intimidated-and-watched-to-prevent-them-from-covering-the-15-n-protests/
https://theglobalamericans.org/2021/11/protests-and-repression-in-cuba/
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subject to repression too, in particular on the occasion of the 15 November 2021 protest (prevented 
by the government) organised by the Archipielago civic group to demand the release of prisoners. 

Venezuela 
The Venezuelan regime is 'authoritarian' according to the EIU Democracy Index, a 'hard-line 
autocracy' according to the BTI (even more so than Cuba); and 'not free' according to the Global 
Freedom Score. The results of the latest presidential and legislative elections held by the Maduro 
government (in May 2018 and December 2020 respectively) were not recognised by the bulk of the 
opposition (which supported Juan Guaidó as interim president and abstained from both sets of 
elections), nor by a large part of the international community, including the European Union and 
the United States of America. Nevertheless, the main opposition parties decided to end their boycott 
and participate in the local and regional elections held on 21 November 2021, without necessarily 
legitimising them. The EU observed the elections, and its electoral observation mission detected 
'structural deficiencies' (arbitrary political disqualification of candidates, unequal access to the 
media, extensive use of state resources during the campaign, etc.).  

Despite the failure of previous attempts, the 
Maduro government and the opposition (now 
grouped in the Unitary Platform) have started a 
new dialogue in Mexico City, with Norway as 
facilitator, accompanied by Russia and the 
Netherlands. The two sides signed a 
memorandum of understanding setting out the 
guidelines for the process and held a first round of 
negotiations on 13-15 August 2021. After a second 
round held from 3 to 6 September 2021, both 
parties made some progress, in particular 'a partial 
agreement for the social protection of the 
Venezuelan people', aimed at alleviating the 
economic crisis and human emergency affecting 
the country. A third round, scheduled for 24-
27 November 2021, with the 'respect of the 
constitutional rule of law' as the first subject of 
discussion, was suspended by the Venezuelan 
government due to the extradition to the US of 
businessman Alex Saab, recently appointed by 
Maduro as a member of the negotiating team.  

A fact-finding mission appointed by the United 
Nations Human Rights Council (HRC) from 
October 2020 to August 2021 found high-level 
authorities responsible for atrocities that they believed amounted to crimes against humanity. In its 
second report (published in September 2021 and focused on the judicial system), the mission 
denounced the fact that security or intelligence personnel had in some cases allegedly lured real or 
perceived opponents to their arrest using criminal tactics, including the kidnapping or detention of 
family members. In its report of 10 September 2021 presented to the 48th session of the Human 
Rights Council, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) insisted on the need 
for the Venezuelan government to guarantee sufficient income levels, investigate allegations of 
discrimination in access to food and health, and ensure inclusive participation of civil society 
representatives in policy making. It also noted that the lack of access to economic, social, cultural, 
and environmental rights was one of the main causes of emigration.  

Box 4: Agenda for the Dialogue on 
Venezuela 

1. Political rights for all.

2. Electoral guarantees for all. Electoral
timetable for observable elections.

3. Lifting of sanctions. Restoration of the
right to assets.

4. Respect for the constitutional rule of
law.

5. Political and social coexistence.
Renouncement of violence. Reparation
for the victims of violence.

6. Protection of the national economy
and social protection measures for the
Venezuelan people. 

7. Guarantees of implementation, follow-
up and verification of what has been
agreed.

Source: Globovision, Text of the Memorandum. 

https://www.wola.org/2021/11/november-15-cubans-have-the-unalienable-right-to-peacefully-protest/
https://www.elmundo.es/internacional/2021/11/16/6193f89721efa0e1388b45cb.html
https://havanatimes.org/features/what-is-cubas-archipielago-platform/
https://www.eiu.com/n/campaigns/democracy-index-2020/
https://bti-project.org/en/?&d=D&cb=00000
https://freedomhouse.org/countries/freedom-world/scores
https://freedomhouse.org/countries/freedom-world/scores
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-venezuela-politics-idUSKBN24Y0ME
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2021/08/31/venezuela-opposition-election/
https://www.rtve.es/noticias/20210514/elecciones-locales-regionales-venezuela-seran-21-noviembre/2090328.shtml
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage_en/104849/Venezuela:%20EU%20deploys%20Election%20Observation%20Mission
https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/venezuela/107745/venezuela-statement-high-representative-josep-borrell-regional-and-local-elections_en
https://www.dw.com/es/plataforma-unitaria-de-venezuela-una-nueva-estrategia-opositora/a-59065324
http://www.trasfondo.info/2021/09/05/dialogo-en-mexico-por-venezuela-el-tiempo-necesario/
https://www.infobae.com/america/agencias/2021/08/17/que-es-la-plataforma-unitaria-y-que-significa-en-el-dialogo-de-venezuela/
https://globovision.com/article/asi-es-el-texto-completo-del-memorandum-sobre-venezuela
https://www.elnacional.com/venezuela/el-dialogo-de-venezuela-en-mexico-se-aplaza-entre-optimismo-e-impaciencia/
https://www.elnacional.com/venezuela/el-dialogo-de-venezuela-en-mexico-se-aplaza-entre-optimismo-e-impaciencia/
https://www.excelsior.com.mx/global/a-cuentagotas-avances-en-dialogo-por-venezuela/1470133
https://www.excelsior.com.mx/global/a-cuentagotas-avances-en-dialogo-por-venezuela/1470133
https://www.opinion.com.bo/articulo/mundo/dialogo-venezuela-da-primeros-resultados-concretos-acuerdo-acerca/20210907122632834096.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/oct/17/brutal-aggression-venezuela-halts-talks-with-opposition-after-envoy-extradited-to-us
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=27489&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/FFMV/A.HRC.48.69%20EN.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/FFMV/Pages/Index.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/LACRegion/Pages/VEReportsOHCHR.aspx
https://globovision.com/article/asi-es-el-texto-completo-del-memorandum-sobre-venezuela
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Nicaragua 
Nicaragua is classified as an authoritarian regime in the EUI Democracy Index, and as not free in the 
Global Freedom Score. Since the 2018 government crackdown on protests, the country's situation 
has worsened considerably. As the 7 November 2021 elections approached, Daniel Ortega tried to 
get rid of opposition candidates by arresting or disqualifying them. According to official sources, as 
of 22 October 2021, 39 opposition politicians and activists had been arrested, including seven 
potential presidential candidates. Three of them have been officially accused of 'conspiring to 
endanger national sovereignty', under a controversial treason law adopted in December 2020 by 
Nicaragua's government-controlled National Assembly. Under this law, the government can ban 
candidates from running for office and can send them to prison for up to 15 years. The elections, 
where Ortega claimed 76 % of the vote, were described as a 'pantomime' by US President Joe Biden 
and criticised by the Organisation of American States (OAS) General Assembly. The High 
Representative/Vice-President of the European Commission, Josep Borrell, has denounced the 
complete 'conversion of Nicaragua into an autocratic regime', and the non-respect of human rights 
and fundamental freedoms. 

Human rights groups believe that President Daniel Ortega attempted to eliminate dissent and crush 
any competition ahead of the November 2021 general elections. The government also introduced 
an electoral 'reform' tailored to Ortega's interests and tightened its control over the Electoral 
Supreme Council (CSE) with the appointment by the National Assembly of new CSE members loyal 
to the government. The CSE has cancelled the legal status of one of the main opposition parties (the 
Conservative Party). On 23 March 2021, the UN Human Rights Council adopted a resolution on the 
promotion and protection of human rights in Nicaragua, urging the government of Nicaragua to 
negotiate with civil society and the opposition, and to work with international organisations to 
ensure free and fair elections. On 13 September 2021, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Michele Bachelet presented an oral update on the human rights situation in Nicaragua, denouncing 
its deterioration before the elections. The lack of effective and coordinated handling of the Covid-19 
pandemic by Ortega's government has also been strongly criticised.  

Central America's northern triangle 
Experts warn that Central America's 'northern triangle' (El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras) is 
experiencing democratic regression. The three countries are classified as hybrid regimes by the EUI 
Democracy Index (El Salvador having been downgraded from flawed democracy). They are all 
considered 'partly free' by Freedom House. 

Despite having campaigned on an anticorruption platform, Guatemalan president Alejandro 
Gianmattei has made little progress on this front, and his government has confirmed that it does 
not intend to reinstate the UN-backed International Commission against Impunity in Guatemala 
(CICIG), which has been responsible for implicating more than 600 people in corruption cases. 
According to Human Rights Watch, Guatemala is falling short on protecting the rights of asylum 
seekers, human rights defenders, women and girls, people with disabilities, and LGBT people. 

El Salvador is considered the Latin American country that tilted most towards authoritarianism in 
2020, as its president, Nayib Bukele, elected in 2019, has exploited his popularity and the exceptional 
circumstances of the pandemic to concentrate power in the executive. In April 2020 he disobeyed 
several Supreme Court rulings calling on him to respect human rights while enforcing quarantine 
rules, after security forces arbitrarily detained people in containment centres. Before that, in 
February 2020, he entered the Legislative Assembly with military and police officers to pressure the 
legislature into approving a US$100 million loan. He has also strongly criticised the media, which 
have been investigating allegations of irregularities in procurement and spending. In September 
2021, he got the Supreme Court to rule that he could run for re-election in 2024. 

The democratic stability of Honduras is undermined by institutional weakness, corruption, violence, 
and impunity. There is violence against journalists, political activists and women, and perpetrators 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-44398673
https://cnnespanol.cnn.com/2021/09/01/claves-elecciones-generales-nicaragua-orix/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/oct/22/daniel-ortega-nicaragua-crackdown-business-leaders-arrested
https://cnnespanol.cnn.com/2021/08/27/fiscalia-nicaragua-acusa-precandidatos-presidenciales-dirigentes-opositores-orix/
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/SILEG/Iniciativas.nsf/C4084E2665A5610F06258642007E9C3F/%24File/Ley%20N%C2%B0%201055%2C%20Ley%20Defensa%20de%20los%20Derechos%20del%20Pueblo.pdf?Open
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/11/07/statement-by-president-joseph-r-biden-jr-on-nicaraguas-sham-elections/
https://www.oas.org/en/51ga/
https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/chile/106911/nicaragua-declaration-high-representative-behalf-european-union_en
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2021/country-chapters/nicaragua
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/06/22/critics-under-attack/harassment-and-detention-opponents-rights-defenders-and
https://www.idu.org/resolution-tabled-by-the-partido-conservador-of-nicaragua-at-the-idu-executive-meeting-on-may-20-2021/
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/RES/46/2
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27446&LangID=E
https://text.npr.org/996122094
https://www.economist.com/the-americas/democracy-is-quickly-eroding-in-central-america/21803907
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/us-official-voices-concern-over-guatemala-anti-corruption-efforts-2021-12-14/
https://www.cicig.org/?lang=en
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2021/country-chapters/guatemala
https://www.eiu.com/n/covid-19-pandemic-causes-a-global-democracy-slump/#:%7E:text=In%20the%202020%20edition%20of,was%20first%20produced%20in%202006.
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2019/02/05/the-significance-of-nayib-bukeles-surprising-election-as-president-of-el-salvador/
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2021/country-chapters/el-salvador
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-58451370
https://cespad.org.hn/2021/02/24/analisis-honduras-frente-al-aumento-de-la-corrupcion-y-los-retrocesos-democraticos-a-mayor-corrupcion-menos-democracia/
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are rarely brought to justice. While Honduras holds regular multiparty elections, the 2017 
presidential vote was marred by irregularities. On 19 January 2020, the mandate of the OAS-backed 
mission to support the fight against corruption and impunity in Honduras (MACCIH) was allowed to 
expire, as the government was unwilling to allow the mission's collaboration with a special 
prosecutorial unit. In June 2020, the government adopted a new penal code, which reduces 
sentences for corruption-related crimes, as well as for drug-trafficking crimes. The peaceful election 
of Xiomara Castro to the presidency on 28 November 2021 may improve the country's situation, as 
she has vowed to lead a 'government of reconciliation', fight corruption and defend human rights. 

Colombia: Violence and citizen's discontent 
Colombia is considered a defective or flawed democracy by BTI and EUI and 'partly free' by Freedom 
House. Since April 2021, the country has experienced its most serious public unrest in recent 
memory, following an unpopular tax reform. Citizens all over the country protested, and strikes and 
demonstrations were heavily repressed by the government of President Ivan Duque. As of 
7 June 2021, the Ombudsman had reported 58 deaths during strikes, many of them at the hands of 
the police. The fifth anniversary of the signature of the peace agreement between the government 
and the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia – People's Army (FARC-EP) has coincided with a 
rise in the number of massacres and murders affecting social leaders, human rights defenders and 
former FARC members, the highest since 2011. According to the Indepaz institute, in 2020 at least 
381 people were murdered in 91 massacres (with between 3 and 24 deaths each); and experts agree 
that in 2021 this trend could continue, as pre-electoral years (elections are due on 13 March 2022) 
tend to be very violent in Colombia. Since January 2021, 126 social leaders, human rights defenders, 
and 16 FARC members have been murdered or have disappeared. In 2020, over 28 500 people 
(8 192 families) were forced to flee their homes owing to rising violence, with 90 mass displacements 
in various provinces. According to Global Witness, in 2020 Colombia remained the most dangerous 
country in the world for environmental activists, with 65 of the 227 total killings registered. 

Authoritarian tendencies on the rise in Brazil? 
According to V-Dem, looking at the 2010-2020 period, Brazil is among the 'top ten autocratising 
countries' in the world (autocratisation is considered a dominant trend in today's global panorama), 
but remains an electoral democracy. Nevertheless, Brazil is still considered a free country. Some 
analysts think that, under President Bolsonaro, the threat to democracy has increased considerably. 
Bolsonaro has attacked the judiciary and called for the political trial of two magistrates who adopted 
judicial measures against his interests, though he has recently recanted. He has also threatened to 
close down the Brazilian Congress and promoted pro-government demonstrations to surround the 
Parliament, after losing a major vote on a government proposal to reform the voting system in 
August 2021. Bolsonaro had previously raised doubts about whether the 2022 elections would be 
held if the reform was not adopted. He has also been strongly criticised for his handling of the 
Covid-19 pandemic (he is accused of systematically downplaying the risks of the virus and blocking 
any centrally coordinated response). His policies are also blamed for the dramatic surge in forest 
fires in Brazil's Amazon region in recent years (he has eroded public environmental agencies and 
opened the region to commercial interests, such as mining and extensive agriculture). While some 
authors have qualified Bolsonaro's politics as 'authoritarian populism' and pointed to the dangers 
posed for democracy, others posit that despite current backsliding, many fundamentals of 
democracy remain in place (e.g. citizens' commitment to democratic rule, a reasonably strong civil 
society, and core democratic institutions, such as the courts, parliament and the media).  

Human Rights Watch (HRW) has denounced the rise in killings by Brazilian police (6 357 in 2019, and 
a nationwide rise of 6 % in the first half of 2020). In addition, between 2015 and 2019 over 200 people 
were killed in the context of conflicts over the use of land and resources in the Amazon region, and 
most perpetrators were not brought to justice (Global Witness documented the killing of 20 land 
and environmental defenders in Brazil in 2020). HRW has also denounced attacks on freedom of 
expression resulting from the suspension of deadlines for government agencies to respond to 

https://freedomhouse.org/country/honduras/freedom-world/2020
http://www.oas.org/en/spa/dsdsm/maccih/new/default.asp
https://www.wola.org/2020/01/honduran-government-moves-to-gut-anti-corruption-efforts/
https://www.wola.org/es/2020/06/honduras-codigo-penal/
https://apnews.com/article/1efbd7e8a44f6c2458fb6a15c2950642
https://apnews.com/article/1efbd7e8a44f6c2458fb6a15c2950642
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2021/12/15/a-glimmer-of-hope-for-democracy-in-honduras/
https://www.debate.com.mx/mundo/Xiomara-Castro-pedira-comision-de-la-ONU-contra-la-impunidad-en-Honduras-20211204-0080.html
https://www.crisisgroup.org/latin-america-caribbean/andes/colombia/090-pandemic-strikes-responding-colombias-mass-protests
https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/human-rights-ombudsman-58-killed-colombia-protests-78141896#:%7E:text=BOGOTA%2C%20Colombia%20%2D%2D%20Fifty%2Deight,human%20rights%20ombudsman%20said%20Monday.
http://www.indepaz.org.co/lideres-sociales-y-defensores-de-derechos-humanos-asesinados-en-2021/
https://www.cne.gov.co/media/attachments/2021/04/13/20210312_resolucion-20981.pdf
https://elpais.com/internacional/2021-09-13/colombia-vuelve-a-ser-en-2020-el-pais-mas-peligroso-para-los-ecologistas.html
https://www.v-dem.net/static/website/files/dr/dr_2021.pdf
https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/brazils-bolsonaro-seeks-show-strength-risking-backfire-79871699
https://www.baenegocios.com/mundo/Bolsonaro-redobla-su-ataque-contra-el-poder-judicial-y-pide-juicio-politico-a-dos-magistrados-20210815-0031.html
https://observador.pt/2021/09/09/bolsonaro-recua-e-atribui-ameacas-que-fez-ao-poder-judiciario-ao-calor-do-momento/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/sep/07/bolsonaro-supporters-clash-with-police-before-major-rally-in-brasilia
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/brazils-bolsonaro-loses-major-vote-after-military-display-bolsonaro-brazil-congress-luiz-inacio-lula-da-silva-donald-trump-b1900493.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/brazilian-business-leaders-letter-rebuke-bolsonaros-authoritarian-a
https://theconversation.com/covid-19-in-brazil-how-jair-bolsonaro-created-a-calamity-159066
https://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/brazils-covid-19-crisis-and-jair-bolsonaros-presidential-chaos
https://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/brazils-covid-19-crisis-and-jair-bolsonaros-presidential-chaos
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/story/45383/brazil-fire-amazon-pantanal-bolsonaro/
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/story/45383/brazil-fire-amazon-pantanal-bolsonaro/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2019)644198
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12286-021-00491-8
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14767724.2021.1955663
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14767724.2021.1955663
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2021/country-chapters/brazil
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public information requests during the Covid-19 emergency and the passing by the Senate of a 'fake 
news' bill, still pending approval in the lower chamber. In its 2021 report, the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) denounced the extreme social inequality in Brazil based on 
'structurally embedded discrimination' against people of African descent and indigenous 
communities, rural workers, the poor, street people, women and LGBTI people. 

The EU and LAC region democracy and human rights 
The European Union is a steadfast supporter of democracy and human rights in the world. To that 
end, its third action plan on human rights and democracy (2020-2024) serves to implement the 2012 
EU's strategic framework on human rights and democracy. 'Building resilient, inclusive and 
democratic societies' and 'promoting a global system for human rights and democracy' are among 
the five overarching priorities identified in the action plan, which also focuses on the link between 
global environmental challenges and human rights. Council, meanwhile, adopted its latest 
conclusions on democracy in 2019. Every year, the EU brings together civil society organisations and 
human rights defenders in the EU-NGO Human Rights Forum. An EU Special Representative for 
Human Rights (currently Eamon Gilmore) has also been appointed to enhance the effectiveness, 
visibility and coherence of the EU's external human rights policies. All EU previous financial 
instruments for democracy and human rights support affecting the LAC region have been 
incorporated into the new NDICI-Global Europe for the 2021-2027 period. Democracy and human 
rights were one of the four priorities in the EU's 2019 joint communication 'European Union, Latin 
America and the Caribbean: joining forces for a common future'. In addition to observing elections 
in the region (nine in total between November 2019 and November 2021), the EU has contributed, 
among other initiatives, to the Colombia peace process and is currently supporting the 
implementation of the peace agreement. The EU was instrumental in forming the International 
Contact Group (ICG) to support free and fair elections in Venezuela; and, more recently, launching 
the EUROPA Human Rights Awards in Honduras. Financing numerous projects in the field of 
democracy and human rights, the EU is a staunch supporter of human rights defenders in Latin 
America and has incorporated human rights clauses in its latest agreements with countries of the 
region. At the EU-LAC leaders' meeting held on 2 December 2021, EU leaders highlighted respect 
for human rights and fundamental freedoms as essential for a lasting recovery, and stressed the 
need to give particular attention to vulnerable groups and the empowerment of women and girls.  

The role of the European Parliament 
In the present legislature, the European Parliament has adopted resolutions on the government crackdown 
on protests and citizens in Cuba (16.9.2021); on the situation in Haiti (20.5.2021); on the Covid-19 pandemic in 
Latin America (29.4.2021); on Bolivia and the arrest of former President Jeanine Añez and other officials 
(29.4.2021); on the 'Foreign Agents' Law in Nicaragua (8.10.2020); on Cuba, the case of José Daniel Ferrer 
(28.11.2019); on Haiti (28.11.2019); and on the situation at the US-Mexico border (18.7.2019); on the situation 
in Nicaragua (16.12.2021 and 8.7.2021); on the human rights and political situation in Cuba (10.6.2021); on the 
situation of human rights and democracy in Nicaragua (19.12.2019); on the situation in Bolivia (28.11.2019); 
and four on the situation in Venezuela (the latest on 21.1.2021). Parliament resolutions on the effects of climate 
change on human rights and the role of environmental defenders on this matter (19.5.2021), and on human 
rights and democracy in the world – annual report 2019 (20.1.2021), also mention the LAC region, and call on 
the EU to 'increase its support for democratic civic activism' and protect human rights defenders and 
environmental activists. Parliament sent observers to the legislative elections in Peru (26.1.2020) and 
participated in electoral observation missions for the regional and local elections in Venezuela and the general 
elections in Honduras, both held in November 2021. There have been five Latin American Sakharov prize 
laureates from the region so far, from three different countries: The Democratic Opposition in Venezuela 
(2017); Guillermo Fariña, Cuba (2010); the Damas de Blanco, Cuba (2005); Oswaldo Payá, Cuba (2002); and the 
Madres de la Plaza de Mayo, Argentina (1992). 

The European Parliament actively supports the EU's efforts to promote democracy and human rights 
in the world, including in the LAC region. Its activities are coordinated by the Democracy Support 
and Election Coordination Group (DEG). In 2014 the DEG adopted a Comprehensive Democracy 
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Support Approach (CDSA).The European Parliament actively engages in election observation (EU 
election observation missions are headed by an MEP as Chief Observer); and defends universal 
human rights in its foreign policies and activities. It speaks out against human rights violations 
mainly through its resolutions; through the works of its committees (the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs (AFET) has a dedicated Subcommittee on Human Rights (DROI)) and delegations; or the 
yearly award of the Sakharov Prize. As well as through the work of the Euro-Latin American 
Parliamentary Assembly (EuroLat), which has a Committee on Political Affairs, Security and Human 
Rights. 
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ENDNOTES

1 a) V-Dem's Liberal Democracy Index (LDI) evaluates liberal and electoral aspects of democracy based on 71 indicators. 
Scores range between 0 (less democratic) and 1 (more democratic). Countries are classified in four categories
established by Anna Lührmann et al. in 2018 but not endorsed officially by the organisation: liberal democracy 
(multiparty, free and fair elections, the rule of law and liberal principles are satisfied), electoral democracy (de-facto 
multiparty, free and fair elections but the rule of law, or liberal principles are not satisfied), electoral autocracy (de-
jure multiparty elections for the chief executive and the legislature) and closed autocracy (no multiparty elections); 
b) a country or territory's Freedom in the World status is calculated by adding its aggregate 'political rights' score, on a 
scale of 0 to 40, and its aggregate 'civil liberties' score, on a scale of 0 to 60. Total scores range from 0 to 100, and
countries are classified as free, partly free and not free; c) CATO's Global Freedom index uses 76 distinct indicators of 
personal and economic freedom in 12 areas, on a scale from 0 to 10, where 10 represents more freedom; d) the
Bertelsmann Transformation Index (BTI) analyses transformation processes toward democracy and a market economy 
in international comparison. To measure the state of political transformation towards democracy under the rule of
law they used five criteria, derived from assessments in 18 indicators. These classify countries in five categories:
democracy in consolidation, defective democracy, highly defective democracy, moderate autocracy and hard-
line autocracy. The index excludes OECD members and most small states with fewer than 1 million residents. Scores 
go from 1 to 10; e) the EUI Democracy Index takes into account five aspects: electoral process and pluralism, the
functioning of government, political participation, political culture, and civil liberties. Each category has a rating on a 
0 to 10 scale, and the overall index is the simple average of the five category indices. Based on its scores on a range of 
indicators within these categories, they classify each country into four types of regime: full democracy (scores >8), 
flawed democracy (>6, and ⋜ 8), hybrid regime ('elections have substantial irregularities that often prevent them
from being both free and fair... Serious weaknesses are more prevalent than in flawed democracies'; > 4, and ⋜ 6) or
authoritarian regime (⋜ 4).

2 In Argentina, Brazil, Ecuador, El Salvador, Honduras, Panamá and Uruguay over 18 ex-presidents and vice-presidents 
have been involved in corruption cases (accused, prosecuted or condemned), mainly in relation to the Odebrecht 
scandal. 
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