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This briefing follows up on the commitments made by the commissioner in 2019. 

Commitment State of play 

Strategy for sustainable and smart 
transport mobility / extension of Emissions 
Trading Systems / sustainable and 
alternative transport fuels

“I will work hard to reduce the environmental 
footprint of mobility and transport activities, 
and make sure our actions further contribute to 
the reduction of carbon emissions and improved 
air quality.” 

On 9 December 2020, the Commission adopted a 
Communication entitled ‘Sustainable and Smart 
Mobility Strategy – putting European transport on 
track for the future’ together with an action plan 
listing 82 initiatives for the next four years. 

“I will push to make a fully-developed Single 
European Sky finally happen.” 

On 22 September 2020, the Commission proposed an 
upgrade of the Single European Sky (SES) regulatory 
framework with a view to providing more sustainable 
and resilient air traffic management in line with the 
European Green Deal. The upgrade consists in an 
amended proposal for a regulation on the 
implementation of the SES and a proposal to amend 
Regulation (EU) 2018/1139 as regards the capacity of 
the European Union Aviation Safety Agency to act as 
Performance Review Body of the SES.  

“Reducing the allowances to airlines, with the 
aim of eliminating them over time, is part of my 
mission,[...], and extending the emissions 
trading scheme to the maritime sector is 
something which will bring a valuable change.” 
“I will work with Member States and private 
investors towards deploying a significant 
increase in publicly accessible recharging or 
refuelling points. I want to promote the uptake 

On 14 July 2021, the Commission adopted the Fit 
for 55 package. Some of the proposals fully or partly 
cover air and maritime transport: 
• A proposal to phase out free emission allowances 

for aviation and align with the global Carbon
Offsetting and Reduction Scheme for
International Aviation.

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52020DC0789
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52020PC0579
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2020%3A577%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52021PC0552
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of sustainable fuels across road, maritime and 
air transport.” 

• A proposal for a regulation on ensuring a level 
playing field for sustainable air transport 
(ReFuelEU aviation).

• A proposal to include shipping emissions for the 
first time in the EU Emissions Trading System.

• A proposal on the use of renewable and low-
carbon fuels in maritime transport (FuelEU 
Maritime).

• A proposal for a revised Alternative Fuels 
Infrastructure Regulation, which aims to ensure 
that drivers are able to charge or fuel their 
vehicles at a reliable network across Europe and 
would require Member States to expand 
charging capacity and to install charging and 
fuelling points at regular intervals on major 
highways and notably stipulates that ships have 
access to clean electricity in major ports and 
aircraft have access to a supply of clean electricity 
in major airports. 

“I would prefer to have a European approach to 
that [sustainable urban mobile planning 
strategies].” 
“I want to promote mobility as a service, make 
alternatives to conventional private cars 
affordable, adjust infrastructure and embrace 
smart and collaborative solutions.” 

On 14 December 2021, the Commission adopted a 
Communication on the New EU Urban Mobility 
Framework, setting out European guidance on how 
cities can cut emissions and improve mobility, 
including via sustainable urban mobility plans. The 
main focus will be on public transport, walking and 
cycling. 

Internalisation of externalities / energy 
taxation 

“By 2050, we want to be carbon neutral and that 
needs additional policies and efforts.” 

On 14 July 2021, the Commission adopted a package 
of proposals to make the EU’s climate, energy, land 
use, transport and taxation policies fit for reducing 
net greenhouse gas emissions by at least 55 % by 
2030 compared to 1990 levels (also known as the Fit 
for 55 package).  

“So, we need to internalise part of these 
externalities [...] the user has to contribute more 
in what is polluting.” 

The 14 July 2021 package includes a proposal for 
restructuring the Union framework for the taxation of 
energy products and electricity (recast) as well as a 
proposal amending Directive 2003/87/EC 
establishing a system for greenhouse gas emission 
allowance trading within the Union, Decision (EU) 
2015/1814 and Regulation (EU) 2015/757 in order to 
notably extend emissions trading to the transport 
sector including road transport. 

“[...] I will push Member States to ensure that the 
negotiations on the so-called Eurovignette 
Directive dealing with road charging, can be 
completed quickly, with an ambitious outcome 
that is in line with our climate ambitions[...].” 

The European Parliament approved a reform of road 
haulage charging (Eurovignette). 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2021:561:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021PC0551
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021PC0562
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021PC0559
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021DC0811&qid=1643884200823
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52021PC0563
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/HIS/?uri=CELEX:52021PC0551
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220210IPR23020/european-parliament-approved-reform-of-road-haulage-charging
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Digital innovation and continued 
modernisation of key transport systems 

“We need to take full advantage of digitalisation 
to make transport safer, cleaner, more efficient 
and more accessible.” 

On 14 December 2021, the Commission adopted a 
proposal to adapt the 2010 ITS Directive (2010/40/EU) 
to the emergence of new road mobility options, 
mobility apps and connected and automated 
mobility. The proposal will stimulate the faster 
deployment of new, intelligent services, by 
proposing that certain crucial road, travel and traffic 
data is made available in digital format, such as speed 
limits, traffic circulation plans or roadworks, along the 
TEN-T network and ultimately covering the entire 
road network.  

“We need to integrate rail with logistic changes 
through new technologies, we need to open 
data [...] and we absolutely need a new 
signalling system.” 

Together with the TEN-T proposal, the Commission 
adopted an action plan on long-distance and cross-
border rail which lays out a roadmap with further 
actions to help the EU meet its target of doubling 
high-speed rail traffic by 2030 and tripling it by 2050. 

Social dimension 

“I want to take the ‘Women in transport’ 
platform initiative further [...]” 

The 9 December 2020 sustainable and smart mobility 
strategy mentions that the Commission will duly 
apply equality mainstreaming to its transport related 
policy initiatives and continue to support stakeholder 
cooperation and exchange of good practices on the 
‘More Women in Transport – Platform for Change’, to 
increase the number of women in transport 
professions. It will also set up and support a network 
of diversity ambassadors.  

“I [want] [...] to take good action in various areas, 
so that the workers, or the working environment 
in transport is protected against fraud and 
abuse, against bad working conditions.” 

In July 2020, Parliament adopted the mobility 
package, embracing revised rules to improve drivers’ 
working conditions and stop distortion of 
competition in road transport.  
On 9 December 2021, the Commission adopted a 
proposal on improving working conditions in 
platform work. 

CEF, Trans-European Transport Networks 

“Transport infrastructure is vital for enabling a 
European defence strategy. Improved mobility 
for our troops and equipment should not be 
overlooked when we invest in infrastructure [...].” 

Adoption of Regulation (EU) 2021/1153 of 7 July 2021 
establishing the Connecting Europe Facility and of 
the Directive (EU) 2021/1187  of 7 July 2021 on 
streamlining measures for advancing the realisation 
of the trans-European transport network (TEN-T). 

“We are also going to revise the guidelines for 20 
networks in 2021, [...] we have to contribute 
better to the projects emerging in this network, 
in rail in particular.” 

On 14 December 2021, the Commission adopted a 
proposal for the revision of the regulation on Union 
guidelines for the development of the trans-
European transport network. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=COM%3A2021%3A813%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32010L0040
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=COM%3A2021%3A810%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52020DC0789
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200706IPR82714/parliament-adopts-major-reform-of-road-transport-sector
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2021%3A762%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1153
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2021.258.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2021%3A258%3ATOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=COM%3A2021%3A812%3AFIN
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“I favour the night trains as long as they have a 
competitive case and a PSO can be used for night 
trains.” 

Together with the TEN-T proposal, the Commission 
adopted an action plan on long-distance and cross-
border rail that lays out a roadmap with further 
actions to help the EU meet its target of doubling 
high-speed rail traffic by 2030, and tripling it by 2050. 

Safety standards and passenger rights 

“[...] we are committed to a zero vision, meaning 
zero deaths by 2050. There is a strategy we will 
put in place and I’m planning to promote it 
strongly.” 

“Travellers with restricted mobility need to be 
able to move around with the same ease as 
everyone else. Those in remote areas need to be 
better connected to our transport network [...] 
Europe has today a very comprehensive 
passenger rights framework but we need to take 
this further.” 

The Commission proposal of 14 December 2021 to 
adapt the 2010 ITS Directive contains provisions on 
road safety and contributes to the vision of zero 
deaths. 

On 18 February 2022, the Commission adopted new 
rules on ferry safety.  The proposal will help protect 
passengers from flooding on board after a collision 
and align the EU with international requirements set 
by the International Maritime Organisation (IMO). 
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