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Russia’s war on Ukraine and 
food security 

 
Russia’s war on Ukraine has sent global food prices soaring. It has fuelled inflation in the European 
Union, the United States and many other countries, while threatening hunger in some poorer 
regions. Russia and Ukraine play a major role in food and fertiliser supply. They export about 30 per 
cent of the world’s wheat and 75 per cent of its sunflower oil. Some countries in Africa and the 
Middle East are nearly 100-per cent dependent on Russian or Ukrainian food. According to the 
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization, food prices in May were up by nearly 30 per cent 
from a year earlier. Western countries are debating a plan to open up supply chains, for example by 
unblocking Ukrainian ports on the Black Sea, and to provide food financing to developing countries. 

This note gathers links to the recent publications and commentaries from international think tanks 
on the impact of the war on global and European food markets. Analyses on the Ukraine war and its 
implications for the energy market can be found in a previous edition of the ‘What Think Tanks are 
Thinking’ series. 
 
The war in Ukraine triggered a global food shortage 
Brookings Institution, June 2022 
 
Food security: The role and limits of international rules on export restrictions 
Bruegel, June 2022 
 
Russia is intensifying the global food crisis 
Centre for Eastern Studies, June 2022 
 
Can the West afford to let the world go hungry? Overcoming challenges to establishing a 
humanitarian corridor in the Black Sea 
Istituto Affari Internazionali, June 2022 
 
Authoritarian leaders are turning to food export bans amid war in Ukraine 
Peterson Institute for International Economics, June 2022 
 
Production and export of food from Ukraine during the war with Russia 
Centre for Eastern Studies, May 2022 
 
Sustainable agriculture and food systems 
Chatham House, May 2022 
 
  

javascript:void(0);
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)729360
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/future-development/2022/06/14/the-war-in-ukraine-triggered-a-global-food-shortage/
https://www.bruegel.org/2022/06/food-security-the-role-and-limits-of-international-rules-on-export-restrictions/
https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2022-06-08/russia-intensifying-global-food-crisis
https://www.iai.it/en/pubblicazioni/can-west-afford-let-world-go-hungry
https://www.iai.it/en/pubblicazioni/can-west-afford-let-world-go-hungry
https://www.piie.com/blogs/realtime-economic-issues-watch/authoritarian-leaders-are-turning-food-export-bans-amid-war
https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/osw-commentary/2022-05-06/production-and-export-food-ukraine-during-war-russia
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2022/05/sustainable-agriculture-and-food-systems
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Why Ukraine’s ports are vital for global food prices 
Heritage Foundation, May 2022 
 
India’s wheat export ban: Bad economics, good politics, modest impact 
Peterson Institute for International Economics, May 2022 
 
The Ukraine war and food security in Africa: ‘Meeting the acute needs is not solving the general 
problem’ 
Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik, May 2022 
 
The Ukraine war is deepening global food insecurity: What can be done? 
United States institute of Peace, May 2022 
 
The Ukraine war and threats to food and energy security 
Chatham House, April 2022 
 
Ukraine's bread basket is emptying fast 
Chatham House, April 2022 
 
How Russia’s war in Ukraine could amplify food insecurity in the Mideast 
Council on Foreign Relations, April 2022 
 
Food crisis: Wheat imports from Russia and Ukraine 
Hellenic Foundation for European and Foreign Policy, April 2022 
 
Food price inflation continues to worsen: Here’s what should be done about it 
Heritage Foundation, April 2022 
 
Rising food prices: Global risks and vulnerabilities 
Italian Institute for International Political Studies, April 2022 
 
Russia’s war with Ukraine will force the acceleration of food production reforms in Africa 
Polish Institute of International Affairs, April 2022 
 
The Russian invasion of Ukraine endangers African food security in the long-term 
Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik, April 2022 
 
Obscured by the energy crisis, a food crisis unfolds 
Atlantic Council, March 2022 
 
East Africa’s growing food crisis: What to know 
Brookings Institution, March 2022 
 
The impact of the war in Ukraine on food security 
Bruegel, March 2022 
 
The economic policy consequences of the war 
Bruegel, March 2022 
 
Russia’s invasion leaves North Africa with a food crisis: What can Europe do? 
European Centre for Development Policy Management, March 2022 
 
  

https://www.chathamhouse.org/2022/05/why-ukraines-ports-are-vital-global-food-prices
https://www.piie.com/blogs/realtime-economic-issues-watch/indias-wheat-export-ban-bad-economics-good-politics-modest
https://www.swp-berlin.org/en/publication/the-ukraine-war-and-food-security-in-africa-meeting-the-acute-needs-is-not-solving-the-general-problem
https://www.swp-berlin.org/en/publication/the-ukraine-war-and-food-security-in-africa-meeting-the-acute-needs-is-not-solving-the-general-problem
https://www.usip.org/publications/2022/05/ukraine-war-deepening-global-food-insecurity-what-can-be-done
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2022/04/ukraine-war-and-threats-food-and-energy-security
https://www.chathamhouse.org/publications/the-world-today/2022-04/ukraines-bread-basket-emptying-fast
https://www.cfr.org/in-brief/how-russias-war-ukraine-could-amplify-food-insecurity-mideast
https://www.eliamep.gr/en/publication/in-focus-%ce%b5%cf%80%ce%b9%cf%83%ce%b9%cf%84%ce%b9%cf%83%cf%84%ce%b9%ce%ba%ce%ae-%ce%ba%cf%81%ce%af%cf%83%ce%b7-%ce%b5%ce%b9%cf%83%ce%b1%ce%b3%cf%89%ce%b3%ce%ad%cf%82-%cf%83%ce%b9%cf%84%ce%b7/
https://www.heritage.org/agriculture/commentary/food-price-inflation-continues-worsen-heres-what-should-be-done-about-it
https://www.ispionline.it/it/pubblicazione/rising-food-prices-global-risks-and-vulnerabilities-34747
https://www.pism.pl/webroot/upload/files/Biuletyn/PISM%20Bulletin%20no%2069%20(1986)%2022%20April%202022.pdf
https://www.swp-berlin.org/en/publication/the-russian-invasion-of-ukraine-endangers-african-food-security-in-the-long-term
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/energysource/obscured-by-the-energy-crisis-a-food-crisis-unfolds/
https://www.cfr.org/in-brief/east-africas-growing-food-crisis-what-know
https://www.bruegel.org/2022/03/the-impact-of-the-war-in-ukraine-on-food-security/
https://www.bruegel.org/2022/03/the-economic-policy-consequences-of-the-war/
https://ecdpm.org/talking-points/russias-invasion-leaves-north-africa-with-food-crisis-what-can-europe-do/
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Putin’s war: Driving Ukrainians into hunger, and the rest of the world as well 
Friends of Europe, March 2022 
 
Long-run impacts of the conflict in Ukraine on food security in Africa 
Institut für Weltwirtschaft Kiel, March 2022 
 
Guerre en Ukraine: Comment sauver la sécurité alimentaire sans sacrifier la transition 
agroécologique ? 
Terra Nova, March 2022 
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https://www.friendsofeurope.org/insights/putins-war-driving-ukrainians-into-hunger-and-the-rest-of-the-world-as-well/
https://www.ifw-kiel.de/fileadmin/Dateiverwaltung/IfW-Publications/-ifw/Kiel_Policy_Brief/Ukraine/kpb_ukraine_special_1.pdf
https://tnova.fr/site/assets/files/27277/terra-nova_la-grande-conversation-2022_guerre-en-ukraine-comment-sauver-la-securite-alimentaire-sans-sacrifier-la-transi.pdf?9m59c
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