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The future of the European book sector:  
a bibliographical review 
General overview 
 
The publishing sector represents one of the biggest strands of the cultural sector in Europe. The 
book sector is certainly its most representative part and covers all activities related to edition and 
publishing in all fields (leisure, education, professional, news, academic, etc.). It also covers both 
ways of publishing, material (on paper or other material) and digital. 
 
Besides its important cultural value and role, the book sector is also an essential economic activity 
in the EU. In 2021, it was assessed as the second cultural activity, right after watching or listening a 
program, and represented 12% of the EU average cultural expense. Still in 2021, it had a turnover of 
more than EUR 23 billion, 18% of it being generated by exportation (a rate relatively stable over the 
years). 
 
If over the years, the publishing sector demonstrated a rather stable good health, some figures show 
nevertheless significant evolutions that impact the sector on a long term basis. Digitalisation is one 
of them, probably the most obvious, but all challenges cannot be reduced to it, even if they are all 
intertwined - which makes them more difficult to apprehend exhaustively. 
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• E. Turrin and al., European book market statistics 2021-2022, Federation of European 

Publisher, 2022, 21p. 
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a. Digital and digitalisation 
 
E-books are probably the most famous aspect of how digital technologies impacted publishing 
sector. If several studies analysed how much the development of this new format affected users’ 
experience or consumption pattern as well as publishers’ or libraries’, its effects have to be 
considered more broadly. Literature insists indeed on the market evolution, be it considering the 
increasing rate of online purchases, the diversification of business models and services or the arrival 
of new actors or new forms of competition.  

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/690567/EPRS_ATA(2021)690567_EN.pdf
https://fep-fee.eu/European-Book-Market-Statistics
https://ec.europa.eu/information_society/media_taskforce/doc/pmw_20050127.pdf
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/EUM0000000007007/full/html
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/EUM0000000007007/full/html
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https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12109-021-09810-z
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12109-021-09810-z
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12109-021-09810-z
https://sciendo.com/article/10.21272/bel.64.92-99.2022
https://sciendo.com/article/10.21272/bel.64.92-99.2022
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https://www.researchgate.net/publication/355474940_Challenges_for_the_printing_industry_in_the_modern_digital_and_meta_-_pandemic_era
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Perceptions and Experiences, June 2018 

• Klaus Heine, Erasmus University Rotterdam; Martin Senftleben, University of Amsterdam; 

Miriam Caroline Buiten, Universität Mannheim; Maximilian Kerk: From Books to Content 
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b. Ecological considerations 
 
Environmental considerations are  another important issue for the publishing sector, even more so 
since the presentation of the EU Green Deal in December 2019. If digitalisation could have appeared 
in the beginning as a strong solution, this is no longer the case, as we know today that there are 
numerous environmental issues concerning digital storage as well as the use of rare materials 
needed for the production of electronic devices. Thus, as a unique global solution seems hard to 

https://www.journals.vu.lt/knygotyra/article/view/11721/10303
https://www.journals.vu.lt/knygotyra/article/view/11721/10303
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2904116
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2904116
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/282000679_Going_digital_Changing_the_game_of_Danish_publishing
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/282000679_Going_digital_Changing_the_game_of_Danish_publishing
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/265420364_E-Book_publishing_in_Spain_The_paradoxes_of_a_dual_model
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0040162513000553?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0040162513000553?via%3Dihub
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/287843645_Books_bytes_and_business_The_promise_of_digital_publishing
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/287843645_Books_bytes_and_business_The_promise_of_digital_publishing
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2211381911001421?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2211381911001421?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2211381911001421?via%3Dihub
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12109-010-9178-z
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12109-010-9178-z
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12109-010-9164-5
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12109-014-9384-1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12109-014-9384-1
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/338979492_Utility_of_Blockchains_in_Publishing_Sector_Focus_on_Academic_Publishing
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/338979492_Utility_of_Blockchains_in_Publishing_Sector_Focus_on_Academic_Publishing
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/339210936_Rethinking_the_Journal_Impact_Factor_and_Publishing_in_the_Digital_Age
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/339210936_Rethinking_the_Journal_Impact_Factor_and_Publishing_in_the_Digital_Age
https://www.journals.vu.lt/knygotyra/article/view/16565
https://www.journals.vu.lt/knygotyra/article/view/16565
https://www.journals.vu.lt/knygotyra/article/view/16565
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find, given our society’s current way of life, focus can be put on better understanding of and stronger 
support to the variety of policy and sector initiatives and actions already in place, taking into account 
the specificity of the sector. 
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c. Market evolution 
 
The last decades witnessed a strong evolution within the book and publishing markets, due to the 
development of globalisation, digitalisation and digital technologies that increased considerably 
communication, autonomy and competition. The market is thus no more conducted only by 
economic thinking but also by social and ethical concerns that introduce new aspirations and new 
equilibriums. 
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https://storage.googleapis.com/jnl-up-j-s-files/journals/1/articles/1035/submission/proof/1035-1-1035-1-10-20150210.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/jnl-up-j-s-files/journals/1/articles/1035/submission/proof/1035-1-1035-1-10-20150210.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/jnl-up-j-s-files/journals/1/articles/1035/submission/proof/1035-1-1035-1-10-20150210.pdf
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12109-021-09846-1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12109-021-09846-1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11625-010-0115-z
https://doi.editoracubo.com.br/10.4322/bjopm.2013.011
https://doi.editoracubo.com.br/10.4322/bjopm.2013.011
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12109-022-09882-5
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12109-022-09882-5
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12109-022-09882-5
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0739532919862367
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0739532919862367
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12109-017-9558-8
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12109-017-9558-8
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/343211681_The_Evolution_of_the_Publishing_Industry_-_the_Impact_of_Vanity_Publishing
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/343211681_The_Evolution_of_the_Publishing_Industry_-_the_Impact_of_Vanity_Publishing
https://journals.iai.spk-berlin.de/index.php/iberoamericana/article/view/589
https://journals.iai.spk-berlin.de/index.php/iberoamericana/article/view/589
https://hal.umontpellier.fr/hal-03827293
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d. Diversity and accessibility 
 
The questions of diversity and accessibility are central as they are directly linked to the democratic 
values of the EU. However, these topics and how to efficiently assess them still appear not to be 
addressed enough. A need is even more urgent as digital technologies, if carrying the hope to grasp 
wider audiences, show at the same time a tendency to perpetuate and even reinforce existing 
inequalities.  
 

• Mihelj, Sabina In & Leguina, Adrián & Downey, John. (2018). “Culture is Digital: Cultural 

Participation”, Diversity and the Digital Divide, 34p. 

• Isabel Awad Cherit (2008) “Cultural Diversity in the News Media: A Democratic or a 

Commercial Need?”, Javnost - The Public, 15:4, 55-72 
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France (2003-2007) », Culture études, vol. 4, no. 4, 2011, pp. 1-16. 

• Kovač M., & Gudinavičius A. (2020). “Publishing in small European countries”. Knygotyra, 75, 

7-16. 

• Literature across frontier, “Publishing translations in Europe. A survey of publishers”, 2012, 
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• Calabrò, A., Contini, E., Leporini, B. (2009). “Book4All: A Tool to Make an e-Book More 

Accessible to Students with Vision/Visual-Impairments”. In: Holzinger, A., Miesenberger, K. 

(eds) HCI and Usability for e-Inclusion. USAB 2009. Lecture Notes in Computer Science, vol 

5889. Springer, Berlin, Heidelberg. 

• Kinnell, M., & Creaser, C. (2001). “A new outlook: services to visually impaired people in UK 
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the point of view of consumers, this situation also directly affects the diversity of the offer, online 
platforms focusing their effort mainly on transaction and not the selection-counsel expertise that 
characterise historically the profession. Not to mention also the reduction of the number of new 
titles for strategic reasons. Nevertheless, stakeholders observed the good resilience of the sector, 
statistics data being in the end better than expected. 
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Further information 

More information on policy department research for the CULT Committee:  

https://research4committees.blog/cult/  

www.europarl.europa.eu/supporting-analyses 
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