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Jacques Delors’ legacy 
Jacques Delors, a passionate advocate of European integration, is widely considered to be the father 
of the European single market and the economic and monetary union. Previously a trade union 
activist, French Finance Minister, and MEP in the first directly elected European Parliament, he 
served three terms as the President of the European Commission, from 1985 to 1995. Jacques Delors 
died on 27 December 2023, aged 98.  

Following his death, he leaves behind a huge legacy, with numerous commentators underlining his 
role as one of the architects of today's EU. It was during his term in office that the Member States 
signed the Single European Act in 1986 and the Maastricht Treaty in 1992, which paved the way for 
the transformation of the European Economic Community, and other pre-EU organisations, into the 
European Union.  

This note gathers links to the recent publications and commentaries from many international 
think tanks on Jacques Delors’ life and legacy. 
 
A tale of two treatises: the Werner and Delors Reports and the birth of the euro 
Bruegel, February 2024 
 
Date with history: The birth of the European Union 
Chatham House, February 2024 
 
Ten reflections on Jacques Delors 
Centre for European Reform, January 2024 
 
Delors, Schäuble and Europe's misdiagnosed competitiveness problem 
Centre for European Reform, January 2024 
 
Jacques Delors’ contributions were immense 
European Centre for International Political Economy, January 2024 
 
European Movement International’s obituary in commemoration of Jacques Delors 
European Movement International, January 2024 
 
Jacques Delors: European giant 
European Policy Centre, January 2024 
 
In memoriam: Jacques Delors 
European University Institute, January 2024 
 
Jacques Delors and a new European impulse 
Foundation for European Progressive Studies, January 2024 
 
  

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2020)652009
https://economy-finance.ec.europa.eu/economic-and-monetary-union/what-economic-and-monetary-union-emu_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/about-parliament/en/in-the-past/the-parliament-and-the-treaties/single-european-act
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/about-parliament/en/in-the-past/the-parliament-and-the-treaties/maastricht-treaty
https://european-union.europa.eu/principles-countries-history/history-eu_en
https://www.bruegel.org/essay/tale-two-treatises-werner-and-delors-reports-and-birth-euro
https://www.chathamhouse.org/publications/the-world-today/2024-02/date-history-birth-european-union
https://www.cer.eu/insights/ten-reflections-jacques-delors
https://www.cer.eu/insights/delors-sch%C3%A4uble-and-europes-misdiagnosed-competitiveness-problem
https://ecipe.org/blog/jacques-delors-contributions-were-immense/
https://europeanmovement.eu/publication-articles/european-movement-internationals-obituary-in-commemoration-to-jacques-delors/
https://www.epc.eu/en/Publications/Jacques-Delors-European-Giant%7E573050
https://www.eui.eu/news-hub?id=in-memoriam-jacques-delors
https://feps-europe.eu/jacques-delors-and-a-new-european-impulse/
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The passing of Jacques Delors, architect of the euro: How will his legacy play out? 
Institute for Research in Economic and Fiscal Issues, January 2024 
 
"Come on, courage, the spring of Europe is still ahead of us!" 
Jacques Delors Institute, January 2024 
 
Jacques Delors (1925-2023) et l’Europe: Pensée, méthode, style 
Le Grand Continent, January 2024 
 
Disparition de Jacques Delors: Hommage à l'homme qui transforma l'Europe 
Science Po, January 2024 
 
Biographie: Jacques Delors 
Toute l’Europe, January 2024 
 
The Delors legacy: Lessons for the future 
Trans-European Policy Studies Association, January 2024 
 
Jacques Delors: A man ahead of his time 
Wilson Center, January 2024 
 
Europe according to Jacques Delors 
Europe Jacques Delors, December 2023 
 
Jacques Delors: Un message politique européen 
Fondation Jean Jaurès, December 2023 
 
In memory of president Jacques Delors 
Fondation Jean Monnet pour Europe, December 2023 
 
Delors: A great European 
Hellenic Foundation for European and Foreign Policy, December 2023 
 
Jacques Delors shaped the Europe we know today 
Hertie School, December 2023 
 
An architect of a united Europe 
Jacques Delors Institute, December 2023 
 
Personalism and European Integration: Jacques Delors and the legacy of the 1930s 
Cambridge University Press, March 2023 
 
L’héritage de Robert Schuman dans la vision et l’action de Jacques Delors 
Institut Jacques Delors, 2022 
 
 

https://en.irefeurope.org/publications/iref-newsletter/article/the-passing-of-jacques-delors-architect-of-the-euro-how-will-his-legacy-play-out/
https://institutdelors.eu/en/publications/come-on-courage-the-spring-of-europe-is-still-ahead-of-us-jacques-delors-speech-to-the-european-parliament-19-january-1995/
https://legrandcontinent.eu/fr/2024/01/04/jacques-delors-lamy-europe/
https://www.sciencespo.fr/fr/actualites/disparition-de-jacques-delors-hommage-a-l-homme-qui-transforma-l-europe/
https://www.touteleurope.eu/fonctionnement-de-l-ue/biographie-jacques-delors/
https://tepsa.eu/analysis/the-delors-legacy-lessons-for-the-future/
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/jacques-delors-man-ahead-his-time
https://www.europejacquesdelors.eu/publications/leurope-selon-jacques-delors
https://www.jean-jaures.org/publication/jacques-delors-un-message-politique-europeen/
https://jean-monnet.ch/en/fondation/hommage-au-president-jacques-delors/
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eliamep.gr%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F12%2F%25CE%259D%25CF%2584%25CE%25B5%25CE%25BB%25CE%25BF%25CC%2581%25CF%2581-ENG.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.hertie-school.org/en/news/detail/content/jacques-delors-shaped-the-europe-we-know-today
https://institutdelors.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/CP-JD-EN-1.pdf
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/contemporary-european-history/article/personalism-and-european-integration-jacques-delors-and-the-legacy-of-the-1930s/3CEB81039500C28D6A7A9EE1C26CA9DE
https://institutdelors.eu/publications/lheritage-de-robert-schuman-dans-la-vision-et-dans-laction-de-jacques-delors/
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DISCLAIMER AND COPYRIGHT 
This document is prepared for, and addressed to, the Members and staff of the European Parliament as 
background material to assist them in their parliamentary work. The content of the document is the sole 
responsibility of its author(s) and any opinions expressed herein should not be taken to represent an official 
position of the Parliament. 
Reproduction and translation for non-commercial purposes are authorised, provided the source is 
acknowledged and the European Parliament is given prior notice and sent a copy. 
© European Union, 2024. 
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