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to the Commission
Sara Cerdas (S&D)

(12 March 2020)

Subject: European response mechanism to public health threats

Since  the end of  2019,  a  growing number of  people worldwide have been affected by the new coronavirus SARS-CoV-2.  On  
11 March 2020, the World Health Organisation declared COVID-19 a pandemic. To date there are confirmed cases in all EU Member 
States.

It is clear that this public health emergency will have a devastating impact on our health systems, society, the economy, tourism and  
other sectors.

A coordinated and integrated response is needed to deal with this crisis.

In this respect:

Is the Commission working to create a European response mechanism to public health emergencies that is dynamic, can be adapted  
to different crises and allows cross-sectorial  development for a concerted and effective response to mitigate the impact of these 
situations, promoting stability and economic and social growth as well as citizens’ well-being?

Answer given by Ms Kyriakides on behalf of the European Commission
(5 June 2020)

The Commission is mobilising all means at its disposal to help Member States coordinate their national responses to the COVID-19 
outbreak.  This  coordination  work  is,  in  particular,  being  done  through  the  Health  Security  Committee  (HSC),  an  emergency 
management  tool,  which  was  established  under  Decision  No 1082/2013  on  serious  cross-border  threats  to  health (1).  The 
Commission is also coordinating Member States’  risk communication. This happens, in particular, through the Communicators’  
Network of the HSC (ComNet).

In addition, the Commission has established a response team at political level, composed of the Commissioners responsible for the  
most affected policies. The Commission decisions are guided by scientific evidence. A new advisory panel of specialists has been 
created specifically on COVID-19, working with the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control and the European Medicine  
Agency to guide the Commission. The Commission is also funding research on potential COVID-19 vaccine and treatments (2).

The Commission is also in contact with the pharmaceutical and medical devices industry to ensure that medicines, equipment and  
testing kits are available to the Member States who need them. Together with many Member States, the Commission has launched  
joint procurement tenders for essential medical and protective equipment and has created the first ever rescEU stockpile (3).

The Commission has set up a COVID-19 website (4) to keep everyone updated about the evolution of the disease in the EU and 
informed of  the  comprehensive  response  by  the  Commission,  including guidelines  and recommendations  on numerous  issues  
ranging from cross-border health cooperation to border management, testing and tracking applications.

⋅1∙ https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32013D1082&from=EN
⋅2∙ https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/research-area/health-research-and-innovation/coronavirus-research-and-

innovation/vaccines_en,  https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/research-area/health-research-and-
innovation/coronavirus-research-and-innovation/treatments_en

⋅3∙ https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_476
⋅4∙ https://ec.europa.eu/info/live-work-travel-eu/health/coronavirus-response_en
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