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Question for written answer E-002350/20

to the Commission
Marc Botenga (GUE/NGL)

(17 April 2020)

Subject: Palestinian child prisoners

The rapidly spreading coronavirus pandemic is affecting the whole world. Even under these conditions, some 6  000 Palestinians are 
trapped  in  Israeli  prisons  in  appalling  conditions,  including  hundreds  of  children,  women,  older  people  and  people  who  are  
chronically ill.  (1) The rapid spread of the coronavirus and overcrowding in prisons mean that the risk of transmission of the disease  
in prisons is rapidly increasing. The prisons do not meet the minimum requirements for controlling the virus: they are overcrowded,  
hygiene conditions are poor and there is limited access to resources to maintain a minimum of hygiene.  (2)

1. What measures will the Commission take to step up pressure on Israel to respect international law with regard to the health,  
welfare and rights of Palestinian prisoners and increase releases of Palestinian child prisoners?

2. Will the Commission consider suspending the association agreement between the EU and Israel until Israel ceases to violate 
international law?

Answer given by High Representative/Vice-President Borrell on behalf of the European Commission
(29 June 2020)

Protecting and promoting human rights, including children rights, are an essential component of the EU's foreign policy.

The  EU  has  been  regularly  addressing  the  issue  of  Palestinian  prisoners  with  Israel,  and  has  called  on  Israel  to  fully  respect  
international humanitarian law as well as its human rights obligations and international standards towards all prisoners, also in light  
of the Fourth Geneva Convention. 

With regards to the situation of children, such human rights obligations concern, among others, the presence of parents or legal 
guardians during interrogation, the standards concerning the arrest, detention or imprisonment of a child, the right to access to legal  
assistance, the right to maintain contact with family, as well as other rights provided for in the United Nations (UN) Convention on  
the Rights of the Child (3) and other relevant conventions. 

During the outbreak of COVID-19, governments should take action to protect the health and safety of prisoners, people in detention 
and other closed facilities, to prevent the spread of COVID-19. Measures taken amid the health crisis should not undermine their  
fundamental rights.

The Commission is not considering the suspension of the Association Agreement with Israel (4). Such a decision would need to be 
taken ultimately by the Council under Article 218(9) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU (5).

⋅1∙ https://www.dci-palestine.org/children_in_israeli_detention
⋅2∙ https://agencemediapalestine.fr/blog/2020/03/23/avec-la-pandemie-de-covid-19-israel-doit-liberer-tous-les-enfants-palestiniens-detenus/?

utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=sorganiser_pour_les_droits_des_palestiniens_en_ces_temps_de_covid_19&utm_term=2020-03-23
⋅3∙ https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx  
⋅4∙ https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32013D0001  
⋅5∙ https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12008E218  
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