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(24 April 2020)

Subject: Vaccine against COVID-19

The Commission stresses that the development  of a  vaccine and its  speedy introduction is  ‘essential’,  and has mobilised up to  
EUR 140 million in public and private funding to support urgently needed research. That is all well, but for example in the 1990s,  
multinational drug companies kept patents for HIV treatments for themselves, and fixed exorbitant prices for their products. Millions  
of lives were sacrificed. Nelson Mandela’s government in South Africa broke patents, and introduced compulsory licensing which 
paved the way for affordable and quality generic equivalents. The EU needs to follow this example and put public health before  
private profit.

We want vaccines and treatments that are freely accessible to everyone, and ask the Commission to propose all the legislation needed 
to achieve this.

Does  the  Commission  plan  to  present  new  legislation  in  this  area,  particularly  on  EU  patent  protection,  patent  sharing  and  
accessibility?

Does the Commission plan to propose that Member States engage the debate on patent protection for COVID-19 treatments and  
vaccines in the WTO, and particularly within the TRIPs framework?

Once a vaccine is found, what steps will the Commission take to ensure that it is made available and accessible to low and middle  
income countries as soon as possible?

Answer given by Mr Breton on behalf of the European Commission
(3 July 2020)

The Commission aims to ensure a global and equitable access to diagnostics, treatments and vaccines to tackle the present crisis.  
Together with international partners, the Commission has launched a global pledging effort on 4 May 2020, which already resulted 
in  EUR 9.8 billion  made  available.  This  funding  will  be  accompanied  by  high-level  commitments  to  global  access  and  fair  
deployment of any new diagnostics, treatments and vaccines.

An effective IP system is crucial to ensure incentives for the development of innovative diagnostics, treatments and vaccines. At the 
same time, equitable access to break-through technologies, such as new vaccines, will be key to tackle the present health crisis. The  
Commission supports voluntary pooling and licensing of intellectual property related to COVID-19 therapeutics and vaccines, in 
line  with  the  recent  resolution  of  the  World  Health  Assembly,  to  promote  equitable  global  access  as  well  as  a  fair  return  on  
investments.

The Commission is in contact with Member States to understand and closely monitor the situation on the ground and is ready to  
make further coordination efforts as appropriate,  also in view of positions to be taken in various international fora such as the 
WTO (1), WHO (2) and WIPO (3).

Moreover, the unprecedented COVID-19 crisis has demonstrated the need to modernise the way the EU ensures access to medicines 
for its population. It shows the scale of the necessary and coordinated public health responses that are required to tackle pandemics.  
It demonstrates the need to have a system that ensures timely access to safe, quality and affordable medicines.  To this effect, the 
Commission will present a comprehensive EU pharmaceutical strategy later in 2020.

⋅1∙ World Trade Organisation. 
⋅2∙ World Health Organisation. 
⋅3∙ World Intellectual Property Organisation. 
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