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to the Commission
Sylwia Spurek
(29 April 2020)

Subject: Protection of animals used for scientific purposes under Directive 2010/63/EU

Further  to  my  priority  question  of  13 November 2019  to  the  Commission  entitled  ‘Infringement  proceedings  relating  to  the 
transposition  of  Directive 2010/63/EU  and  the  investigation  into  alleged  cruelty  and  unlawful  actions  at  the  Laboratory  of  
Pharmacology and Toxicology (LPT)’ and the Commission's reply of 31 January 2020, I should like to put the following questions:

1. Has the German Government's reply to the reasoned opinion that was addressed to it as a consequence of the infringement  
proceedings being conducted for non‐compliance of national transposing provisions with Directive  2010/63/EU already been 
assessed? If so, what steps does the Commission intend to take in respect of those infringements?

2. What  exactly  did  the  other  infringement  proceedings  for  non-compliance  of  national  transposing  provisions  with 
Directive 2010/63/EU, referred to by the Commission in its reply of 31 January 2020, concern and how were they completed?

3. Is there a cyclical procedure for monitoring the correct implementation of Directive 2010/63/EU in order to ensure its full 
transposition and implementation in all Member States? If so, how often and in what way is such control carried out?

Answer given by Mr Sinkevičius on behalf of the European Commission
(9 July 2020)

In March 2020, the German Government updated its September 2019 reply. The Commission has not yet decided on the next steps 
in the procedure.

So far, three of the fifteen infringement procedures have been closed because the Member States concerne d (1) have now correctly 
transposed Directive 2010/63/EU (2). In relation to three Member States (3), the Commission has sent reasoned opinions whereas the 
remaining Member States (4) remain at letter of formal notice stage. 

As the provisions of the directive which the Member States concerned had not correctly transposed vary, the Commission refers the  
Honourable Member to its relevant press releases (5). 

As guardian of the Treaties and in line with its commitment in response to the European Citizens Initiative ‘Stop Vivisection’, the 
Commission assesses the conformity of the transposition of Directive 2010/63/EU into national legislation. 

The launching of EU Pilot investigations by the Commission and subsequent infringement procedures have already resulted in some  
Member  States  bringing  their  laws  into  line  with  the  directive.  However,  for  some other  Member  States,  this  work  is  not  yet  
completed. The correct transposition of EU legislation is a matter of priority in the enforcement actions of the Commission (6). 

Moreover, the Commission monitors the implementation of the directive in line with its Article 54(1).  On the basis of  Member 
States’ reports, required to be submitted every five years, the Commission publishes a Union overview. 

The first Commission report assessing the implementation of the directive was published in February  2020 (7). The next EU report is 
due in 2024. 

⋅1∙ Estonia, Spain, Hungary.
⋅2∙ Directive  2010/63/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 September 2010 on the protection of animals used for scientific purposes Text with EEA 

relevance, OJ L 276, 20.10.2010, p. 33‐79.
⋅3∙ Italy, Germany, Slovenia.
⋅4∙ Austria, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, Latvia, Poland, Slovakia and Romania.
⋅5∙ https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/EN/MEMO_17_4767  LFN  HU 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/EN/MEMO_18_4486 LFN  EE,  DE,  PT,  RO,  SK,  ES; 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/EN/INF_19_5950 LFN:  DK,  FI,  AT,  LV,  Reasoned  Opinion  SK, 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/EN/INF_19_4251 LFN PL, RO DE
⋅6∙ Communication from the Commission — EC  law: Better results through better application, C/2016/8600, OJ C 18, 19.1.2017.
⋅7∙ https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1581689520921&uri=CELEX:52020DC0015
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