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1. Directive 2010/63/EU on the protection of animals used for scientific purposes (“the 
Directive”)1 governs the authorisation of establishments breeding, supplying and using 
animals for scientific purposes. In the ongoing infringement procedure referred to by the 
Honourable Members, the Commission considered that Germany failed to correctly transpose 
into domestic law the provisions of the Directive including in areas such as inspections, 
competences and the administrative procedures for authorising project applications and 
invited Germany to bring its national legislation into conformity with the Directive. It is the 
responsibility of the German authorities to determine whether the Laboratory of 
Pharmacology and Toxicology in question fulfils all the conditions laid out by the Directive 
and, accordingly, whether its authorisation shall be granted, suspended or withdrawn.

2. The Commission services are in contact with the German authorities with a view to 
ensuring the correct transposition of the Directive into German law. Depending on the 
progress made, the Commission may decide to either close the case or refer Germany to the 
Court of Justice of the EU. 

3. Article 34 of the Directive requires Member States to ensure that the competent authorities 
carry out regular inspections of all breeders, suppliers and users, including their 
establishments, to verify compliance with the requirements of the Directive. The Commission 
services are in contact with the German authorities with a view to ensuring the correct 
transposition of the Directive, including its Article 34, into German law. The Commission 
does not plan to introduce additional requirements for inspections beyond those set out in the 
Directive. 

1 Directive 2010/63/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 September 2010 on the protection 
of animals used for scientific purposes Text with EEA relevance, OJ L 276, 20.10.2010, p. 33–79.


