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Subject: COVID-19 mutation on mink farms

Last June, Denmark discovered a new coronavirus mutation on mink farms. This discovery led to the culling of around 17  million 
mink, as, according to authorities, this mutation reduced the response of antibodies, which could affect the effectiveness of a possible  
vaccine.

Press reports have revealed that other countries are taking action; for example, it has been reported that tests are being carried out on  
farms in Ireland.

According to the World Organisation for Animal Health, six countries (Denmark, the Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, Italy and the US)  
have thus far reported SARS-CoV-2 in mink used for breeding.

In the light of this, could the Commission answer the following:

1. Is it aware of countries that are taking action? If so, what restrictions and measures are being imposed?

2. Will all live trade in mink as well as the mink in the potentially affected areas be traced?

3. Has there been an increase in the number of cases and the virulence of the virus in humans in the affected region of Denmark?

Answer given by Ms Kyriakides on behalf of the European Commission
(27 January 2021)

The Commission follows the occurrence of new mink variants of COVID-19 in Denmark, for which the European Centre of Disease  
Prevention and Control ECDC together with the European Food Safety Authority has published a Rapid Risk Assessment (1) (RRA). 

The  Commission  is  aware  that  one  specific  mutated  strain,  named  ‘cluster  5’,  has  raised  particular  concerns.  The  RRA  made  
conclusions on the level of risk to human health posed by mink-related variants and suggested options for responses that Member 
States should consider. 

The Commission is aware that several EU Member States are taking various actions and supports that the competent authorities  
assess local risk according to their circumstances to guide their responses in line with the RRA, in a One Health approach.

Tracing of minks in the affected areas is carried out in the above context, while the cross-border spread of severe acute respiratory 
syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) variants related to mink in EU/European Economic Area countries through animal products 
appears very low. 

The placing on the market of minks for the purposes of trade is only authorised in case of animals which show no signs of disease  
and which come from holdings or areas not subject to any ban on animal health grounds.

Via the Health Security Committee, Denmark has informed the Commission that no more cases of the ‘cluster 5’ mutated strain has 
been found in humans since September (2). 

It is, however, important to continue monitoring the situation, particularly with enhanced testing, sequencing and characterisation  
and the Commission has put the necessary notification measures in place.

⋅1∙ European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) and European Food Safety Authority (EFSA), on  Detection of new SARS-CoV-2 variants related to mink 
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/RRA-SARS-CoV-2-in-mink-12-nov-2020.pdf 

⋅2∙ https://ec.europa.eu/health/sites/health/files/preparedness_response/docs/ev_20201127_sr_en.pdf
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