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to the Commission
Engin Eroglu (Renew)

(25 May 2021)

Subject: Nuclear energy and ‘Do no harm’

I am convinced that nuclear energy is contrary to the ‘do no significant harm’ principle. This is because the serious long-term damage  
to humans and the environment caused by nuclear energy cannot be foreseen and there is no satisfactory answer to the question of  
final disposal. The risk of a major disaster continues to exist and represents a constant and almost incalculable threat. The ‘do no  
significant harm’ principle (defined in Regulation (EU) 2019/2088) provides that there should be no significant environmental or 
social harm caused. As I have just explained, nuclear energy generation is at odds with these two conditions.

When citizens in German-speaking areas speak of a ‘nachhaltigen Geldanlage’ (sustainable investment), they naturally assume that  
this excludes investment in nuclear energy.

1. Does the Commission agree with this assessment?

2. How can the Commission ensure that the Taxonomy does not give investors a false impression of reality?

Answer given by Ms Simson on behalf of the European Commission
(19 August 2021)

A dedicated assessment of nuclear energy is currently ongoing in the context of the  EU Taxonomy work. This scientifically informed, 
robust assessment is consistent with the objective of the EU Taxonomy to serve as a transparency tool to translate the climate and 
environmental objectives into clear criteria, specifically for investments purposes. 

The Commission considers that the credibility and impartiality of the assessment of nuclear energy is crucial.  It  tasked the Joint 
Research Centre (JRC) — its in-house science and knowledge centre — with preparing an ‘in-depth’ technical assessment of nuclear  
energy concerning the ‘do no significant harm’ principle outlined in Regulation (EU) 2020/852 (1). In the second half of March 2021, 
the JRC delivered its report, available on the Commission’s website (2). 

The  Expert  Group  on  radiation  protection  and  waste  management  under  Article  31  of  the  Euratom  Treaty  and  the  Scientific 
Committee on Health and Environmental Risks of the European Commission (SCHEER) have reviewed the report. Their reviews are  
now ready and published on the Commission’s website (3). These three inputs will inform any further decision of the Commission 
regarding nuclear energy in the EU Taxonomy. 

As announced in the communication accompanying the first climate delegated act COM(2021) 188 final (4), this could potentially be 
either as  part  of  a complementary delegated act  of  the EU Taxonomy Regulation or a  separate legislative proposal  recognising 
activities notably in the energy sector for their important contribution to decarbonisation and towards climate neutrality throughout 
the current decade.

⋅1∙ Regulation (EU) 2020/852 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18  June 2020 on the establishment of a framework to facilitate sustainable investment,  
and amending Regulation (EU) 2019/2088, EUR-Lex — 32020R0852 — EN — EUR-Lex (europa.eu) 

⋅2∙ https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/business_economy_euro/banking_and_finance/documents/210329-jrc-report-nuclear-energy-assessment_en.pdf
⋅3∙ https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/business_economy_euro/banking_and_finance/documents/210629-nuclear-energy-jrc-review-scheer-report_en.pdf

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/business_economy_euro/banking_and_finance/documents/210630-nuclear-energy-jrc-review-article-31-report_en.pdf
⋅4∙ Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European economic and social Committee and the Committee of the Regions —  

EU Taxonomy, Corporate Sustainability Reporting, Sustainability Preferences and Fiduciary Duties: Directing finance towards the European Green Deal — EUR-Lex 
— 52021DC0188 — EN — EUR-Lex (europa.eu)
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/business_economy_euro/banking_and_finance/documents/210629-nuclear-energy-jrc-review-scheer-report_en.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32020R0852

