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Question for written answer E-003308/21

to the Commission
Chris MacManus (The Left)

(24 June 2021)

Subject: Shipping fees

In recent months, many importers have faced hugely inflated costs due to the increase in the cost of shipping fees. Some importers  
have reported increases approaching 1000% over the last year, especially for imports from Asia.

1. How has the Commission monitored the impact on competition and prices of the consolidation of the deep‐sea shipping lines  
into three ‘alliances’ and how has it ensured guarantees around competition have been kept?

2. In particular, importers have raised the issue of ‘blank sailings’, where shipping lines park ships if demand is slackening as a way  
of keeping demand artificially high. Has the Commission monitored this practice or is it planning to do so?

3. Is the Commission confident that the sharing of price information or other anti‐competitive practices are not taking place?

Priority question for written answer P-003732/21
to the Commission

Tom Berendsen (PPE), Annie Schreijer-Pierik (PPE), Henna Virkkunen (PPE)
(23 July 2021)

Subject: Unfair practices in the container shipping industry disrupt entire supply chains

Unfair practices in the container shipping industry affect entire supply chains in and outside of the  EU. The congestion of port 
terminals, the lack of container capacity, the poor reliability of schedules and the ongoing surges in freight rates not only heavily  
disrupt the maritime and logistic supply chain, they also negatively affect other parties down the supply chain, including retailers and 
consumers. Small and medium-sized enterprises are particularly hit by the present disruptions in the industry (1).

Recently, US President Joe Biden decided to investigate the ‘unjust and unreasonable fees’ and other practices that are potentially  
undermining fair competition in the ocean shipping industry (2).

1. What  conclusions  is  the Commission drawing  from  the ongoing monitoring  of  key indicators in the  container  shipping  
industry (3)?

2. Has it identified any practices by container carriers which are undermining fair competition in the global container shipping  
industry, and if so, which ones?

3. On the basis of the Commission’s ongoing monitoring, what measures will it take to tackle and prevent unfair practices and  
ensure fair practices in the global container shipping industry and related supply chains?

Joint answer given by Executive Vice-President Vestager on behalf of the European Commission
(13 September 2021)

The Commission is aware of the disturbances in the maritime and logistic supply chain particularly in the container transport sector, 
where the pandemic has had unprecedented effects on both the demand and supply sides. The pandemic caused wide fluctuations in  
demand, which fell steeply in the first half of 2020, but rebounded strongly and unexpectedly thereafter. This exceptional situation  
has led to significant price fluctuations.

Available data on fleet deployment and port calls show that the number of deployed vessel and port calls in 2021 have been in line 
with those recorded pre COVID, while throughput has been higher. Current prices therefore seem rather driven in part to the above  
circumstances and containers failing to move swiftly around the system, rather than blank sailings. 

The Commission is monitoring closely market conditions with all stakeholders,  analysing available data on fleet  deployment, port 
calls,  freight rates and liner shipping connectivity,  with a view to  identifying measures,  which could facilitate  return to normal 
operations.

⋅1∙ https://www.gtreview.com/news/global/sme-traders-left-high-and-dry-as-freight-rates-hit-new-record/
⋅2∙ https://www.nt.nl/scheepvaart/2021/07/09/noodbevel-president-biden-tegen-oneerlijke-kosten-containerscheepvaart/
⋅3∙ https://www.joc.com/eu-meets-carriers-over-disrupted-container-shipping-market_20210624.html
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More broadly, the Commission monitors antitrust compliance in the container shipping sector, both with regard to alliances and  
with regard to other types of conduct, such as that addressed by the Commission's 2016 decision concerning price announcements.


