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Question for written answer E-004075/21

to the Commission
Olivier Chastel (Renew)

(6 September 2021)

Subject: Dementia in the EU

According to the WHO’s Global status report on the public health response to dementia, half of the countries concerned are in 
Europe. The WHO estimates that more than 55 million people (8.1% of women and 5.4% of men over the age of 65) are affected by  
dementia. The figure is set to rise to 78 million by 2030 and to 139 million by 2050. Dementia deprives millions of people of their 
memories,  their  independence and their  dignity.  More investment in research into the treatment and prevention of dementia is 
needed. Canada, the United Kingdom and the United States have increased their budgets for funding research to tackle this disease.

1. What is the Commission doing to support research funding in this area?

2. What is the added value of the Steering Committee on Health Prevention and Promotion compared to the expert group on 
dementia which the Commission wound up in 2018?

Answer given by Ms Kyriakides on behalf of the European Commission
(15 November 2021)

The EU strongly supports  brain research via  its  Framework Programmes for  Research and Innovation.  Horizon 2020 invested  
EUR 5 billion in such research, more than EUR 420 million of which on Alzheimer’s disease. 

Key initiatives are a public-public partnership ‘EU Joint Programme on Neurodegenerative Disease Research’  (1) and a public-private 
partnership ‘Innovative Medicines Initiative 2’ (2). 

Project  examples  include  AMYPAD (3)  studying  the  use  of  amyloid  PET  imaging  for  more  efficient  clinical  trials,  and  EURO-
FINGERS (4) aimed at delivering interventions to prevent/delay dementia based on lifestyle, control of vascular risk factors and drugs. 

The EU also funds EBRA (5), aimed at developing a common agenda on brain research for Europe, also considering dementia. 

This agenda will  feed into the reflection on a potential  European partnership on ‘Brain Health’  under Horizon Europe’s  second 
Strategic Plan 2024‐ 2027. Horizon Europe will continue to offer funding opportunities for dementia research.

As of 2017, the dialogue with national health ministries on all non-communicable diseases is channelled via one expert group, the  
Steering Group on Promotion and Prevention (6) (7). 

This horizontal, more inclusive approach was preferred over a fragmented landscape of single-disease groups. The Steering Group 
supports  countries  by  fostering  exchanges  of  experience,  policies  and  practices,  selecting  priority  areas  for  best  practice  
implementation the Commission will then seek to support (8).

National  health  ministry  dementia  experts  opted  to  continue  specific  policy  exchanges:  initially  via  the  Joint  Action  ‘Act  on  
Dementia’ (9), and then through a dedicated group (10) run by Alzheimer Europe (11).

⋅1∙ https://www.neurodegenerationresearch.eu/
⋅2∙ https://www.imi.europa.eu/
⋅3∙ ‘Amyloid imaging to Prevent Alzheimer’s Disease’ (AMYPAD) project funded by IMI; https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/115952
⋅4∙ EURO-FINGERS project funded by JPND; https://www.neurodegenerationresearch.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/PROJECT-EU-Fingers.pdf
⋅5∙ https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/825348
⋅6∙ Full  title  ‘Steering  Group  on  Health  Promotion,  Disease  Prevention  and  Management  of  Non-Communicable  Diseases’,  see  

https://ec.europa.eu/health/non_communicable_diseases/steeringgroup_promotionprevention_en
⋅7∙ See https://ec.europa.eu/health/sites/default/files/major_chronic_diseases/docs/c2018_4492_en.pdf the mandate of this expert group.
⋅8∙ See also  https://ec.europa.eu/health/non_communicable_diseases/steeringgroup_promotionprevention_en for an overview of specific practices that have been or 

still are being supported in this way.
⋅9∙ https://webarchive.nrscotland.gov.uk/20210302011848/https:/www.actondementia.eu/  funded  via  a  EUR 1,498,710  grant  from  the  third  Health  Programme, 

ended in December 2019.
⋅10∙ The European Group of Governmental Experts on Dementia’.
⋅11∙ This work is supported by via Alzheimer Europe’s EUR  483,000 Operating Grant (for 2021) from the third Health Programme.
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