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Subject: Commission’s failure to react to Austrian restrictions on lorry traffic

Austria’s policy to restrict lorry traffic through Tyrol is increasingly hampering transport services in the region and affecting supply  
chains across the EU. Following on from block clearances and sectoral bans, the night-time truck ban is yet another restriction on the  
free movement of goods. Concentrating all transport during the day means increased and usually slower traffic.

The situation has been exacerbated by the reduced opening hours of the Brenner Pass for lorries, resulting in queues of up to 70 
kilometres in Bavaria. This in turn creates a situation that is diametrically opposed to the desired outcome, as queues of slow-moving  
lorries generate much more air pollution than with round‐the‐clock but smooth traffic.

However, the main victims of these rules are the drivers, who are condemned to spend long hours stuck in traffic jams without access  
to sanitary facilities. Earlier this month, the IRU, the ZMPD and 11 other EU hauliers’ associations sent another letter to the President  
of the Commission, urging her to call on Austria not to block the passage of lorries through Tyrol. A previous letter from March this  
year remains unanswered.

1. What action has the Commission taken so far to force Austria to comply with the Treaties and respect the rules of the single  
market?

2. In view of these restrictions on road freight transport, does the Commission intend to initiate infringement proceedings against  
Austria?

Answer given by Ms Vălean on behalf of the European Commission
(2 June 2022)

The  traffic  restrictions  described  in  the  question  have  been  justified  by  the  government  of  Tyrol  with  the  necessity  to  avoid  
congestion and excessive truck traffic on the A12 freeway. 

As long as the Brenner Base Tunnel is not completed, which is expected to solve at least a large part of the described challenges,  
alternative solutions are needed for the problems caused by the increasing heavy truck traffic on the Brenner corridor.

The Commission is determined to continue working with the three Member States Austria, Germany and Italy mainly affected to  
agree on a common package of measures and has already taken several steps in this regard. 

In doing so, it is important to find a balance between the interests of the transport industry and of the affected population, while  
taking into account relevant environmental and economic aspects.

The Commission, as guardian of the Treaties, remains vigilant regarding unilateral and/or discriminatory traffic restrictions, if those  
restrictions are in breach of fundamental freedoms or go against the internal market.


