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to the Commission
Alex Agius Saliba (S&D)

(4 July 2022)

Subject: A European strategy for hearing loss

Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Commission has played a greater role in health policy. It launched a European Health  
Union and followed that with initiatives such as the Beating Cancer Plan and a non-communicable diseases initiative.

With Europe becoming the oldest continent in the world, and within the United Nations’ 2021-2030 Decade of Healthy Ageing,  
protecting the quality of life of ageing populations should be a priority for the Commission.

Hearing loss is  a barrier to active ageing and is  linked to social  isolation and costly comorbidities,  including cognitive decline,  
diabetes and cardiovascular  diseases.  In 2021,  the World Health Organisation recommended the implementation of  systematic 
hearing screening, followed by prompt treatment, such as cochlear implants. In reality, few of the 57.3  million Europeans living with 
disabling hearing loss are treated. Only 10% of those who could benefit from cochlear implants receive them.

Untreated hearing loss costs Europe EUR 213 billion annually, which is EUR 49 billion more than the total EU budget for 2021.

In view of this:

1. What initiatives will the Commission put in place to help European citizens to actively age?

2. What steps will it undertake to address the rising burden of untreated hearing loss in the EU?

Answer given by Ms Kyriakides on behalf of the European Commission
(9 September 2022)

The Green Paper on Ageing (1) from January 2021 launched a broad policy debate on the challenges and opportunities of Europe's 
ageing society. 

The Commission fosters active ageing via the European Semester (2), reviewing and supporting national reforms and investments 
aimed at implementing the Pillar of Social Rights (3). 

The European Innovation Partnership on Active and Healthy Ageing (4) pursues better health and quality of life in old age, long-term 
sustainability and efficiency of health and social care systems, and competitiveness. 

This can facilitate the transfer of best practices between regions from different Member States that engage in ‘twinning’ collaboration. 

Hearing loss is addressed in the health cluster of the Digitizing European Industry cross-sectorial work  (5). Past and ongoing pilot 
projects support innovation to address hearing loss conditions, such as the project ‘SMART BEAR’ (6).  The EU long-term budget 
2021-2027 provides further opportunities for collaboration of this kind.

In  order  to  help Member States  to reduce  the  burden of  non-communicable  diseases,  the Commission launched the  Healthier  
together — EU non-communicable disease initiative (7) focusing on diabetes, cardiovascular diseases, chronic respiratory diseases, 
mental health and neurological disorders. 

A horizontal  strand on shared health determinants,  such as environmental risk factors,  lifestyle or commercial  determinants of  
health, complements the actions of Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan (8). 

Some of  the factors contributing to the age-related hearing loss  such as high blood pressure,  diabetes,  noisy  environments or  
chemotherapy treatment could be, therefore, addressed by the Healthier together initiative and Europe’s Beating Cancer plan.

⋅1∙ https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/1_en_act_part1_v8_0.pdf
⋅2∙ https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/economic-and-fiscal-policy-coordination/eu-economic-governance-monitoring-prevention-correction/european-

semester_en
⋅3∙ https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/economy-works-people/jobs-growth-and-investment/european-pillar-social-rights_en
⋅4∙ https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/eip-aha
⋅5∙ https://www.opendei.eu/
⋅6∙ https://www.smart-bear.eu/
⋅7∙ https://health.ec.europa.eu/latest-updates/healthier-together-commissions-launches-eu156-million-initiative-non-communicable-diseases-europe-2022-06-22_en
⋅8∙ https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_342
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