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MOTION FOR A EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT RESOLUTION

on human rights and democracy in the world and the European Union’s policy on the
matter — annual report 2023
(2023/2118(INY))

The European Parliament,

having regard to the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union,
having regard to the European Convention on Human Rights,
having regard to Articles 2, 3, 8, 21 and 23 of the Treaty on European Union (TEU),

having regard to Articles 17 and 207 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European
Union (TFEU),

having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other United Nations
human rights treaties and instruments,

having regard to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
having regard to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,
having regard to the United Nations 1951 Refugee Convention and to its 1967 Protocol,

having regard to the United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of
the Crime of Genocide of 1948 and United Nations Human Rights Council resolution
43/29 of 22 June 2020 on the prevention of genocide,

having regard to the International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the
Crime of Apartheid of 1976,

having regard to the United Nations Convention against Torture and other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (UNCAT) of 10 December 1984,

having regard to the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women of 18 December 1979,

having regard to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (CRPD),

having regard to the Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of
Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief, proclaimed by United Nations General
Assembly resolution 36/55 of 25 November 1981,

having regard to the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to
National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities of 18 December 1992,
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— having regard to the United Nations Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, adopted
by consensus by the United Nations General Assembly Resolution 53/144 on
9 December 1998,

— having regard to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child of
20 November 1989 and the two Optional Protocols thereto, adopted on 25 May 2000,

— having regard to the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized
Crime (Palermo Protocol) Resolution 55/25 of 15 November 2000 and to its Protocol to
Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children,
which entered into force on 25 December 2003,

— having regard to the United Nations Arms Trade Treaty, which entered into force on
24 December 2014, and the EU Code of Conduct on Arms Exports of 5 June 1998,

— having regard to the United Nations Beijing Declaration of September 1995,

— having regard to the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development adopted
on 25 September 2015, in particular goals 1, 4, 5, 8, 10 and 16 thereof,

— having regard to the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration adopted
on 19 December 2018 and the Global Compact on Refugees of 17 December 2018,

— having regard to the eighth review of the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism
Strategy, adopted on 22 June 2023,

— having regard to the Council of Europe Conventions of 4 April 1997 for the Protection
of Human Rights and Dignity of the Human Being with regard to the Application of
Biology and Medicine, and the Additional Protocols thereto, of 16 May 2005 on Action
against Trafficking in Human Beings, and of 25 October 2007 on the Protection of
Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse,

— having regard to the Council of Europe Convention of 11 May 2011 on preventing and
combating violence against women and domestic violence (the Istanbul Convention),
which not all Member States have ratified,

— having regard to Protocols No. 6 and No. 13 to the Council of Europe Convention of
28 April 1983 for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms
concerning the Abolition of the Death Penalty,

— having regard to Council Regulation (EU) 2020/1998 of 7 December 2020 concerning
restrictive measures against serious human rights violations and abuses!,

— having regard to Regulation (EU) 2021/947 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 9 June 2021 establishing the Neighbourhood, Development and International
Cooperation Instrument — Global Europe, amending and repealing Decision
No 466/2014/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council and repealing
Regulation (EU) 2017/1601 of the European Parliament and of the Council and Council

'OJL 4101, 7.12.2020, p. 1.
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Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 480/20092,

— having regard to the EU Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy 2020-2024,
adopted by the Council on 17 November 2020 and its Mid-term Review adopted on
9 June 2023,

— having regard to the joint communication from the Commission and the High
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy of
25 November 2020 entitled ‘EU Gender Action Plan (GAP) III — An Ambitious Agenda
for Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment in External Action’
(JOIN(2020)0017),

— having regard to the Commission communication of 18 September 2020 entitled ‘A
Union of Equality: EU anti-racism action plan 2020-2025 (COM(2020)0565),

— having regard to the Commission communication of 24 March 2021 on the EU strategy
on the rights of the child (COM(2021)0142),

— having regard to the Commission communication of 3 March 2021 entitled ‘Union of
Equality: Strategy for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 2021-2030°
(COM(2021)0101),

— having regard to the Commission communication of 12 November 2020 entitled ‘Union
of Equality: LGBTIQ Equality Strategy 2020-2025” (COM(2020)0698),

— having regard to the EU Guidelines on human rights defenders, adopted by the Council
on 14 June 2004 and revised in 2008, and having regard to the second guidance note on
the Guidelines’ implementation, endorsed in 2020,

— having regard to the EU Guidelines on promoting compliance with international
humanitarian law of 2005, as updated in 20093,

—  having regard to the EU Guidelines on the death penalty, as updated by the Council
on 12 April 2013,

—  having regard to the EU Guidelines on the promotion and protection of freedom of
religion or belief, adopted by the Council on 24 June 2013,

— having regard to the EU Guidelines to promote and protect the enjoyment of all human
rights by lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) persons, adopted by
the Council on 24 June 2013,

— having regard to the EU Human Rights Guidelines on freedom of expression online and
offline, adopted by the Council on 12 May 2014,

— having regard to the EU Human Rights Guidelines on non-discrimination in external
action, adopted by the Council on 18 March 2019,

20J L 209, 14.6.2021, p. 1.
30J C 303, 15.12.2009, p. 12.
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having regard to the EU Human Rights Guidelines on safe drinking water and
sanitation, adopted by the Council on 17 June 2019,

having regard to the revised Guidelines on the EU’s policy towards third countries on
torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, adopted by the
Council on 16 September 2019,

having regard to the revised EU Guidelines on human rights dialogues with
partner/third countries, approved by the Council on 22 February 2021,

having regard to the Commission communication of 12 September 2012 entitled ‘The
roots of democracy and sustainable development: Europe’s engagement with Civil
Society in external relations’ (COM(2012)0492),

having regard to the Council conclusions of 10 March 2023 on the role of the civic
space in protecting and promoting fundamental rights in the EU,

having regard to the Council conclusions of 20 February 2023 on EU priorities in UN
human rights forums 2023,

having regard to the Commission proposal of 23 February 2022 for a directive of the
European Parliament and of the Council on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence and
amending Directive (EU) 2019/1937 (COM(2022)0071),

having regard to the Commission proposal of 14 September 2022 for a regulation of the
European Parliament and of the Council on prohibiting products made with forced
labour on the Union market (COM(2022)0453),

having regard to the joint proposal by the Commission and the High Representative of
the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy of 3 May 2023 for a Council
regulation on restrictive measures against serious acts of corruption (JOIN(2023)0013),

having regard to the Council of Europe Reykjavik Declaration ‘United around our
values’ of 16-17 May 2023,

having regard to the report of the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights
entitled ‘Protecting human rights defenders at risk: EU entry, stay and support’ of
11 July 2023,

having regard to the EU Annual Report on Human Rights and Democracy in the World
2022,

having regard to the Joint Roadmap of 7 September 2022 of the European Parliament
and Rotating Presidencies of the Council on the organisation, coordination, and
implementation of the timeline for the negotiations between the co-legislators on the
CEAS and the New European Pact on migration and asylum,

having regard to its Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought and its laureates, awarded
in 2023 to Jina Mahsa Amini and the Woman, Life and Freedom Movement of Iran,

having regard to its resolution of 15 January 2019 on EU Guidelines and the mandate of
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the EU Special Envoy on the promotion of freedom of religion or belief outside the
EU4,

— having regard to its resolution of 23 October 2020 on Gender Equality in EU’s foreign
and security policy?,

— having regard to its resolution of 19 May 2021 on human rights protection and the EU
external migration policy?®,

— having regard to its resolution of 19 May 2021 on the effects of climate change on
human rights and the role of environmental defenders on this matter’,

— having regard to its resolution of 8 July 2021 on the EU Global Human Rights
Sanctions Regime (EU Magnitsky Act)®,

— having regard to its resolution of 16 September 2021 with recommendations to the
Commission on identifying gender-based violence as a new area of crime listed in
Article 83(1) TFEU?,

— having regard to its resolution of 16 March 2023 on the EU Guidelines on Human
Rights Defenders!©,

— having regard to its recommendation of 17 February 2022 to the Council and the
Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy concerning corruption and human rights'!,

— having regard to its resolution of 18 January 2023 on human rights and democracy in
the world and the European Union’s policy on the matter — annual report 2022!2, and to
its previous resolutions on earlier annual reports,

— having regard to its resolutions on breaches of human rights, democracy and the rule of
law (known as urgency resolutions), adopted in accordance with Rule 144 of its Rules
of Procedure since 2019, in particular those adopted in 2022 and 2023,

— having regard to Rule 54 of its Rules of Procedure,

— having regard to the letter from the Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender
Equality,

— having regard to the report of the Committee on Foreign Affairs (A9-0424/2023),

A.  whereas 2023 marks the 75th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human

40JC411,27.11.2020, p. 30.

>0J C 404, 6.10.2021, p. 202.

60J C 15, 12.1.2022, p. 70.

70JC15,12.1.2022, p. 111.

80JC99,1.3.2022, p. 152.

°0JC 117,11.3.2022, p. 88.

100J C, C/2023/409, 23.11.2023, ELI: http://data.curopa.eu/eli/C/2023/409/0j.
110J C 342, 6.9.2022, p. 295.

20JC214, 16.6.2023, p. 77.
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Rights, the 30th anniversary of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, the
25th anniversary of the United Nations Declaration on Human Rights Defenders and of
the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC);

B.  whereas the European Union is guided in its external action by the values and principles
enshrined in Article 2, Article 3(5) and Article 21(2) of the Treaty on European Union
(TEU) and in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, which have
inspired the EU’s own creation, development and enlargement; whereas these values
include, first and foremost, respect for human dignity, fundamental freedoms, the rule
of law and the universality and indivisibility of human rights, the principles of equality,
solidarity and non-discrimination and respect for the principles of the United Nations
Charter and international law;

C.  whereas the Union, within its external action, must define and pursue common policies
and actions to consolidate and support democracy and human rights, according to
Article 21(2) TEU; whereas this can be only achieved by successfully placing
democracy and human rights at the core of all of the EU’s policies and tools, including
trade, development, security and defence, and enlargement, among others;

D. whereas consistency and coherence between the EU’s internal and external policies
based on the Union’s founding principles and values are key for achieving effective and
credible EU human rights and democracy support policies;

E.  whereas democratic countries must guarantee every person’s ability to enjoy their
human rights and fundamental freedoms; whereas the EU remains fully committed to
the defence of multilateralism and universal values, principles and norms that guide UN
member states; whereas the EU and partners should uphold the defence of the
universality of human rights as a priority;

F.  whereas the rules-based international order is being increasingly challenged by different
actors who, working alone or through concerted action, are attempting to undermine
multilateral organisations and subvert, circumvent or thwart the implementation of
international humanitarian law and human rights law; whereas information
manipulation and interference have become part of the arsenal that autocratic actors use
to exert pressure on democratic values and norms, eroding checks on the abuse of
power, increasing the incidence and severity of human rights violations and constricting
spaces for civil society, independent media and democratic opposition movements;

G.  whereas the number of autocracies has increased, with 70 % of the world’s population
now living under authoritarian rule according to the University of Gothenburg!'?;
whereas democratic backsliding has become a defining global trend in politics and
includes established democracies, which still face problems of political polarisation,
institutional dysfunction and threats to civil liberties; whereas this rise in
authoritarianism, illiberalism and reactionary trends worldwide, including in the
European Union, threatens the global rules-based order, the protection and promotion of
human rights and democracy in the world, as well as the values and principles on which

13 University of Gothenburg, ‘The world is becoming increasingly authoritarian — but there is hope’,
2 March 2023 https://www.gu.se/en/news/the-world-is-becoming-increasingly-authoritarian-but-there-is-hope.
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the European Union is founded;

whereas this year’s mid-term review of the EU Action Plan on Human Rights and
Democracy 2020-2024 has shown that, despite the progress achieved so far, the EU,
together with like-minded partners, cannot remain complacent, especially in the context
of the unprecedented challenges to human rights, freedom and democracy around the
world;

whereas violations of the rights to freedom of thought, conscience and religion continue
around the world and are giving rise to oppression, conflict and war, and breaches of
international law;

whereas in the 2010 report to the Human Rights Council, the independent expert in the
field of cultural rights identified cultural rights as rights relating to a broad range of
human rights-related issues and values, such as the right to participate in cultural life
and education, among others, as well as the presence of cultural rights in different
international human rights instruments;

whereas gender equality is a core value of the EU; whereas the human rights of women
and girls, including their sexual and reproductive rights, continue to be violated across
the world; whereas women human rights defenders and civil society organisations
working on gender equality, women’s rights and sexual and reproductive health and
rights continue to experience shrinking space for their critical work, as well as threats of
violence, harassment and intimidation; whereas gender mainstreaming and an
intersectional approach should therefore be implemented and integrated as a horizontal
principle in all EU activities and policies;

whereas the energy crisis, coupled with the food production crisis, increases poverty
and vulnerability in the world, with a detrimental impact on human rights;

whereas responsible business conduct by EU-based companies plays a crucial role in
ensuring that EU policies on human rights are effectively implemented both within and
outside of the EU, including with regard to labour; whereas the EU is committed to
promoting the implementation of responsible business conduct across all sectors of
production and on all levels of the value chain, and to the protection of victims of
business-related human rights violations and abuses;

whereas environmental emergencies, including those resulting from climate change,
deforestation and extractive business operations, can lead to human rights violations and
affect not only individuals and communities in their immediate vicinity, but also
humanity as a whole; whereas in recent years there has been an increase in the number
of murders, assaults and in other forms of violence against people who defend
environmental rights, including among indigenous populations; whereas climate change
and environmental degradation are two urgent and interlinked challenges undermining
both sustainable development and the enjoyment of human rights globally; whereas
harm against the environment and the effects of climate change are exacerbating
precariousness, marginalisation and inequality, increasingly forcing people to leave
their homes or trapping them in unsafe settings, where their vulnerability is increased;

whereas human rights defenders (HRDs) and civil society organisations (CSOs) are
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essential allies in the EU’s efforts to protect and promote human rights, democracy and
the rule of law and prevent conflicts worldwide; whereas it is therefore in the core
interests of the EU and its Member States to support their work and protect them as well
as the space in which they operate; whereas governments across the world are
increasingly adopting new kinds of tactics and restrictive measures against HRDs in
order to censor their work and silence and harass them; whereas such measures include
strategic lawsuits against public participation (SLAPPs), restrictive government
policies, defamation campaigns, discrimination and intimidation or violence, including
extrajudicial killings, abductions and arbitrary arrest and detention; whereas attacks
against HRDs are increasingly also targeting their families and communities; whereas
the space for civil society is shrinking, including as a result of the adoption by states
around the world of increasingly strict licensing procedures for CSOs, bans or caps on
the financing that CSOs can receive from donors, and through attaching a ‘foreign
agent’ stigma to CSOs; whereas a climate of impunity for violations committed against
HRDs prevails in numerous countries around the world;

whereas terrorism continues to be one of the biggest threats to international peace and
security, and is a clear breach of human rights and fundamental freedoms;

Addressing global trends and major challenges

1.

Reasserts the universality, interdependence, interrelatedness and indivisibility of human
rights and the inherent dignity of every human being; reaffirms the duty of the EU and
its Member States to promote and protect democracy, the rule of law and the
universality and inalienability of human rights around the world in a resolute, coherent
and consistent manner; calls for the EU and its Member States to promote the joining of
forces between democracies and the relevant international and regional organisations in
order to address threats and promote human rights worldwide, including through robust
and public stance reaffirming our commitment to defend the universality of human
rights and the rule of law;

Deplores totalitarian and authoritarian regimes for their abuse of multilateral
institutions, in particular of the United Nations Human Rights Council, seeking to
neutralise human rights mechanisms, their ability to hold states accountable for human
rights violations, as well as to undermine and/or rewrite international norms to suit their
authoritarian agenda; calls on the Council and the Member States to work with like-
minded democratic allies to support a reform of the multilateral institutions so that they
become more resilient in the face of the malign influence of authoritarian regimes;

Stresses that the EU must be fully prepared to counter the rise and malign influence of
authoritarianism, illiberalism and extremism, as well as the threats to human rights
protection and the increasing attacks on the universality of human rights, democracy,
the rule of law and international humanitarian law;

Underscores that the ambitious commitment and rhetoric of the EU’s external human
rights policy requires it to be consistent and exemplary on the commitment to universal
human rights and democracy; deplores the deterioration of the human rights and rule of
law situation worldwide, including in the EU, which undermines its credibility when
opposing the global democratic decline and human rights regression; calls for the EU
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and its Member States to lead by example and strictly uphold human rights, ensure an
enabling environment for their civil society and to address any negative trends in this
field;

5. Condemns the increasing trend of violations of human rights and democratic principles
and values across the world, such as deepening levels of social, economic and political
inequality, the reversal of rights, notably for women, the persistent and systematic
exclusion of and discrimination against entire social groups, executions, extrajudicial
killings, torture, gender-based violence, discrimination and gender apartheid, arbitrary
arrests and detentions, systematic and structural discrimination and inequality,
clampdowns on marginalised and vulnerable individual and groups, civil society,
political opponents and ethnic and religious minorities, slavery and forced labour,
forced deportations, excessive use of violence by public authorities, censorship and
threats to independent media and journalists, as well as threats in the digital sphere such
as online surveillance and internet shutdowns, among others; condemns practices of
transnational repression by autocratic regimes; deplores the weakening of the protection
of democratic institutions and the shrinking space for civil societies around the world,
which creates impunity for human rights violations; notes that the number of
democracies has continued to decline, while the number of authoritarian regimes has
grown;

6.  Denounces the tailor-made narratives that authoritarian and illiberal regimes are
developing to attack the universality of human rights and the rule of law; warns that the
above-mentioned narratives are being spread by these regimes in international forums
such as the United Nations Human Rights Council; calls for the EU and its Member
States to counter these hostile narratives, often based on claims of cultural relativism to
hide abuses of power, among others, as well as disinformation and foreign interference
towards the EU; calls for the EU and the Member States to use all tools at their disposal,
including through fully exploiting the potential of EU international cultural relations;

7. Is concerned about the fact that international conferences and highly mediatised events
are organised in authoritarian and illiberal countries where HRDs are persecuted or
harassed, and that these countries use such events as windows of publicity and to distort
their image on the global scene concerning their human rights records;

8. Points to the increased toolkit used by authoritarian, totalitarian and illiberal regimes
that builds a framework to erode human rights via legislative and non-legislative
provisions which are used to rig elections, silence and threaten civil society,
marginalised and vulnerable individuals and groups, minorities, political opponents,
independent media and critical voices, control the judiciary and persecute HRDs,
journalists, lawyers, artists and activists among others, who are critical of the practices
of these regimes;

9.  Condemns the increasing disregard for international human rights law by authoritarian
and illiberal regimes, particularly those which create and expand existing internal and
international conflicts, and cause new ones, with devastating consequences for human
rights; notes that these regimes try to undermine the legitimacy of international human
rights law in order to avoid its application, to which they are bound;
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10.

11.

12.

Calls for an assessment of the effectiveness of the ‘quiet’ or ‘silent diplomacy’ strategy
and calls for the EU to be more vocal when defending human rights;

Strongly condemns and is deeply concerned by the atrocities, war crimes and serious
violations of international humanitarian law, including sexual violence, gender-based
violence, the deportation of children and the torture and killing of civilians and
prisoners of war, committed by the Russian armed forces and their proxies in Russia’s
illegal, unjustified and unprovoked war of aggression against Ukraine; recalls that
supporting Ukraine in its war against Russia is of key importance to safeguard a rules-
based international order; urges that all necessary measures be taken to make sure that
those who have committed war crimes and human rights violations in Ukraine are
identified and held accountable; calls for the EU and its Member States to continue to
offer their full support to the relevant stakeholders, measures and mechanisms in this
field, including Ukrainian prosecutors, investigators and the judiciary, the ICC, the
Commission of Inquiry of the UN Human Rights Council and national investigations
under the principle of universal jurisdiction; stresses the importance of swiftly gathering
and preserving evidence of war crimes and crimes against humanity, and welcomes the
efforts of civil society to this end;

Notes with satisfaction that there are also ‘human rights bright spots’, reflecting some
progress within this context of major challenges to human rights worldwide; strongly
supports the work of the UN, the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
(OSCE), the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) and
the Council of Europe (CoE), as well as HRDs and CSOs, among others, in translating
international commitments into concrete actions for the realisation of human rights;
underlines the need for a more strategic communication on human rights and democracy
that demonstrates the EU’s commitment by sharing positive developments, policies and
best practices, and calls on the EU Delegations and EU Member States’ diplomatic
missions also to act in this line in third countries; supports the European External
Action Service (EEAS) campaign to mark the 75th anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights in 2023 in support of the United Nation’s Human Rights
75 Initiative and the Good Human Rights Stories initiative!# as a way of promoting
positive stories about human rights;

Responding to universal human rights and democracy challenges

Upholding international human rights and humanitarian law

13.

Stresses the link between human rights violations and widespread impunity and the
lack of accountability in regions and countries affected by conflicts; underlines the
need to uphold international human rights and humanitarian law with particular regard
to the Geneva Conventions; strongly condemns the violations of international
humanitarian law and the human rights abuses by government forces and armed
groups around the world, which in some cases amounted to war crimes and crimes
against humanity; calls to effectively guarantee the rapid and unimpeded passage of
humanitarian aid during armed conflicts and natural disasters, and for the systematic
creation of humanitarian corridors when and where needed in situations of armed
conflicts and war; condemns attempts by authoritarian governments to interfere with

14 https://goodhumanrightsstories.net/.
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and restrict the activities of humanitarian aid organisations; recalls, in this context, the
importance of coordination between civilian and military actors; condemns the
disastrous humanitarian consequences and human rights violations caused by modern
warfare and conflicts worldwide, including the bombing of civilian targets, rape and
torture, forced displacements and unlawful deportations among others; points to the
gendered impacts of armed conflict, including the use of sexual violence against
women and girls as a war tactic, the impact on children and minorities as well as its
environmental consequences;

14. Calls for the EU and its Member States to step up their efforts to promote respect for
international humanitarian law and provide assistance to the victims to access
international justice and obtain remedy and reparation; highlights that attacks targeting
civilians and objects indispensable to the survival of civilians are prohibited under
international humanitarian law; calls for the EU and its international partners to make
full use of all relevant instruments to fight against international crimes, including the
application of the principle of universal jurisdiction, special tribunals at national and
international level, including for the crime of aggression, as well as for the
establishment of flexible cooperation and funding mechanisms to swiftly collect and
analyse evidence of crimes; calls on the Commission to ensure that these instruments
are applied in a coordinated and complementary manner with other relevant EU and
Member State instruments;

15. Reiterates its call on the Member States to help contain armed conflicts and serious
violations of human rights or international humanitarian law by strictly abiding by the
provisions of Article 7 of the UN Arms Trade Treaty on Export and Export
Assessment and Council Common Position 2008/944/CFSP on Arms Exports'> and
the EU Dual Use Regulation!¢; urges the EU to assess the malicious use of spyware
until robust regulations are implemented to guarantee its use in line with international
human rights standards; expresses its continued concern over the use of armed drones
outside the international legal framework, and calls for human rights impact
assessments concerning armed drones development projects; calls for the EU to take
an initiative towards creating a legally binding instrument that would prohibit lethal
autonomous weapons without meaningful human control;

16. Insists on the importance of ensuring the coherence of EU policy in relation to
situations of occupation or annexation of territory, which should be guided by
international humanitarian law to prevent grave human rights abuses on the ground,
highlights the responsibility of EU-based corporations to apply the most stringent due
diligence policy towards any economic or financial activity in or with these territories,
and to ensure strict compliance with international law as well as with EU sanctions
policy where applicable to these situations; in this context, calls on the Commission to
clarify the applicable rules in relation to EU trade with such territories;

15 Council Common Position 2008/944/CFSP of 8 December 2008 defining common rules governing control of
exports of military technology and equipment (OJ L 335, 13.12.2008, p. 99).

16 Regulation (EU) 2021/821 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 May 2021 setting up a Union
regime for the control of exports, brokering, technical assistance, transit and transfer of dual-use items (OJ L
206, 11.6.2021, p. 1).
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Right to life: progress towards the universal abolition of the death penalty

17. Reiterates its principled opposition to the death penalty, which is a cruel, inhuman and
degrading punishment and is irreversible; regrets the fact that despite the trend in some
non-EU countries to take steps towards abolishing the death penalty, significant
challenges in this regard still exist; deplores the fact that in other non-EU countries its
use is increasing and the number of death sentences that have been carried out has
reached its highest level in the last five years; reiterates its call for all countries to
completely abolish the death penalty or establish an immediate moratorium as a first
step towards its abolition; encourages the EU and the Member States to use all tools at
their disposal, including trade and association agreements with non-EU countries, to
work towards a moratorium on the use of the death penalty with a view to its abolition;

18. Stresses that the EU must be relentless in its pursuit of the universal abolition of the
death penalty as a major objective of its human rights foreign policy; calls for the EU
and its Member States to defend abolition in the relevant international forums and
advocate for the widest possible support for this position; encourages the continuing
efforts of the UN bodies on the universal abolition of the death penalty, in line with the
resolutions of the UN General Assembly; calls, additionally, on the countries concerned
to reduce the list of crimes or offences punishable by death as a first step; calls for
transparency around death sentences and executions in countries that do not disclose
these statistics; supports the process of adoption by the African Union of the draft
Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the abolition of the
death penalty in Africa; encourages other third countries and regional organisations to
begin similar processes, including through the meaningful inclusion of CSOs; stresses
the importance of supporting local and regional abolitionist efforts;

Right to freedom of expression, media freedom, academic freedom and the right to
information

19. Is deeply concerned by the increasing setbacks to freedom of expression, including
artistic expression, and media freedom around the world, particularly for journalists;
condemns the censorship of journalists, HRDs, CSOs, public watchdogs, whistle-
blowers and artists, through the application of so-called ‘foreign agents’ laws, as well as
other legislative and non-legislative measures adopted by authoritarian, totalitarian and
illiberal regimes, such as increasing administrative burdens, fines, threats, defamatory
and demonising language; recalls its deep concern over the use of SLAPPs to silence
them and urges both Member States and non-EU countries to halt such practices; notes
that some of these practices can also take place in a number of long-established
democratic countries across the world; welcomes, in this context, efforts to reinforce the
protection of journalists and activists, also in the EU, against unfounded and abusive
lawsuits aimed at silencing them;

20. Recognises the critical importance of supporting journalists who face persecution and
threats to their safety, and calls for the establishment of journalist protection
programmes that facilitate relocation and resettlement for those in immediate danger;
regrets the practice of targeted surveillance and the use of spyware, as well as other
digital threats, against journalists and condemns the violations of their rights to privacy,
freedom of expression, freedom of thought, freedom of information and freedom of
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21.

22.

23.

association imposed by state and non-state actors; reaffirms that access to credible and
reliable information, both online and offline, is an essential right in a democratic
society;

Calls on non-EU countries to adopt urgent measures to prevent any unnecessary or
excessive use of force, harassment or arbitrary detention during protests, as well as to
repeal or amend any legislation and administrative acts that violate the right to freedom
of expression and of assembly;

Urges the EU and its Member States to step up their diplomatic efforts through bilateral
and multilateral engagement in relation to censorship, threats or attacks on academic
freedom, particularly the imprisonment of scholars worldwide, by state and non-state
actors, which have important consequences for the right to education, the enjoyment of
the benefits of scientific progress and the freedom of opinion and expression; calls on
the EEAS and the Commission to revisit existing support and protection mechanisms in
order to develop the capacity to identify and provide assistance, including emergency
protection and support, in such cases; welcomes the inclusion of academics at risk in the
EU Human Rights Defenders Mechanism;

Calls on the Commission to ensure continued high-level support to the Global Campus
of Human Rights and Democracy which has provided a safe space for students and
scholars who had to flee their countries for defending democracy and human rights, and
is a flagship of the EU’s support to human rights education worldwide; supports the
Joint Statement on Academic Freedom delivered at the 52nd Session of the Human
Rights Council and supported by all Member States; calls on Member State and EU
Delegations to play a key role in monitoring and reporting on violations of academic
freedom in non-EU countries; supports the development of the draft Principles for
Implementing the Right of Academic Freedom and calls for the EU to promote the
adoption of guidelines on academic freedom within the UN system;

Right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion and belief

24.

25.

Reiterates its concern regarding violations of the right to freedom of thought,
conscience, religion and belief. and related hate crimes; stresses that such violations
occur across geographical and cultural boundaries; deplores the instrumentalisation of
religion or belief identities for political purposes, including the exclusion of religious
and belief minorities and religious communities in certain countries; condemns
escalations of coercion, discrimination, harassment and violence perpetuated against
members of thought, conscience, religious or belief minorities, their properties and
places of worship; denounces the recourse to blasphemy, apostasy or other accusations
based on religious grounds, including the possibility of the death penalty against the
convicted, in relation to religious minorities and legitimate human rights activities,
including on the internet and social media, and, more broadly, to restrict civil society
space;

Fully supports the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, to hold a belief,
or not to believe, and the right to manifest and to change or leave one’s religion or
belief without fear of violence and discrimination; denounces the attacks against
individuals and CSOs for peacefully questioning, criticising or satirising religious
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beliefs; calls for the EU and its Member States to increase their efforts to protect these
rights, to raise these issues at UN human rights forums and to work with the relevant
UN mechanisms and committees, including working with non-EU countries to defend
them and prevent any violations; calls also for more efforts and collaboration at
multilateral level and with the support of the ICC to collect evidence of hate crimes,
bringing the perpetrators to justice and compensating the victims;

26. Recognises the value of interfaith and inter-religious dialogue that leads to peaceful co-
existence and mutual understanding between various religious, belief and ethnic groups,
and encourages the EU and Member States to promote them; observes that atheism and
the non-religious population are growing rapidly worldwide and should not be neglected
in the EU policy framework on freedom of thought, conscience, religion and belief;

27. Recommends that the EU Special Envoy for the promotion and protection of freedom of
religion or belief outside the EU work closely and in a complementary manner with the
EU Special Representative (EUSR) for Human Rights, the EU Representatives for
specific regions and the Council Working Party on Human Rights and, to this end,
considers that the position of the Special Envoy should be integrated into the EEAS in a
similar way to the other special envoys and EU special representatives; regrets the fact
that the Special Envoy’s mandate was renewed by the Commission without a prior
assessment of the effectiveness and added value of the position, as had been repeatedly
requested by Parliament; calls for this assessment to be carried out and, on that basis,
for adequate financial and human resources to be allocated in order to allow them to
effectively execute their mandate; recalls that this year marked the 10th anniversary of
the EU Guidelines on the promotion and protection of religion or belief; regrets the fact
that although the Guidelines provide for their own three-year evaluation by the Council,
no evaluation has been made public so far; calls on the Council to conduct this
evaluation and to share the results with Parliament; fully supports the EU’s practice of
leading related thematic resolutions at the UN Human Rights Council and the UN
General Assembly; calls on the EEAS and EU Delegations, where appropriate, to raise
general issues and specific cases relating to the persecution of or discrimination against
belief or religious minorities during human rights dialogues with partner countries and
at UN human rights forums, while following a result-oriented approach and including a
gender perspective;

Right to equality and non-discrimination

28. Reiterates its condemnation of all forms of racism, intolerance, xenophobia and
discrimination on the basis of race, ethnicity, nationality, social class, disability, caste,
religion, belief, age, sex, sexual orientation or gender identity; underlines the
importance of taking an intersectional approach when considering discrimination issues;
stresses that racism, discrimination, xenophobia, antisemitism and islamophobia, among
others, as well as religious persecution and related intolerance, continue to be a major
problem worldwide, and that these issues have been further exacerbated by the COVID-
19 pandemic;

29. Condemns the growing international threat of hate speech, including online; notes that

women are more likely to be targeted online, which has a negative impact on women’s
political participation and gender equality in decision-making; calls for the adoption of
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30.

effective measures to respond to discriminatory behaviours and end impunity, and to
develop, in collaboration with the Member States and with input from Parliament,
specific local strategies to help fight discrimination in non-EU countries, in consultation
with local representatives and CSOs; reiterates the crucial role of education and
dialogue in promoting tolerance, understanding and diversity;

Notes with great concern the scale and consequences of caste-based hierarchies,
discrimination and human rights violations, including the denial of access to the legal
system or employment, continued segregation, poverty and stigmatisation, and caste-
related barriers to the exercise of basic human rights and human development; reiterates
its call for the development of an EU policy on caste-based discrimination and specific
local strategies to help fight caste-based discrimination in the countries most affected by
it; recommends that the European Parliament address caste-based discrimination in all
its relevant committees and delegations, appoints a focal point on caste-based
discrimination, and when visiting non-EU countries concerned by the issue, consult
with relevant organisations and raise caste-based discrimination with local authorities
and other counterparts, as well as hold an annual hearing to review EU actions and
progress on the occasion of the International Day on Racial Discrimination;

Right to freedom from torture and inhuman or degrading treatment

31.

32.

33.

Condemns any action or attempt to instigate, authorise, systematise or consent or
acquiesce to torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment,
enforced disappearances, arbitrary detentions and extrajudicial killings under any
circumstances, including law enforcement; calls on all countries to adopt and implement
effective measures with a victim-oriented approach, to prevent torture and other cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, while ensuring accountability for
perpetrators; and deplores the fact that their use continues to be widespread in many
countries; notes with great concern the trend of increasing instances of torture
worldwide and widespread impunity for its perpetrators; calls on all countries to
systematically review their respective interrogation rules and protocols of conduct for
law enforcement in line with international human rights standards;

Deplores the existence of prisoners of conscience worldwide, and calls on the EEAS
and the Member States to step up their efforts to secure their unconditional release; calls
on the EEAS and Commission to support the establishment and functioning of National
Preventive Mechanisms in non-EU countries, as well as CSOs active in this area; calls
for the EU to engage in dialogue with third countries to make the improvement of
prison conditions a major public policy issue, in particular by tackling the problem of
prison overcrowding through the use of alternatives to detention; recognises the
important role of CSOs and HRDs in the fight against torture and other forms of ill
treatment and urges the EU to support them in monitoring places of deprivation of
liberty in accordance with the revised EU guidelines on torture;

Calls for the EU to encourage third countries to bring their national provisions on
judicial guarantees into line with their international commitments (e.g. criminalisation
of torture in accordance with the UNCAT); condemns all forms of human trafficking
and forced labour, including those sponsored by states, and all forms of modern slavery;
calls for the EU and its Member States to take the lead in their eradication and to
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include, where relevant, a specific reference in this regard in EU agreements with third
countries;

Right to public participation

34. Notes that the right to actively and passively participate in free, transparent and fair
elections is not respected in authoritarian, totalitarian and illiberal regimes but also more
and more obstacles to the full enjoyment of such rights are present in a number of
democratic countries; highlights that these regimes conduct fake elections with the aim
of entrenching their power, as they lack real political contestation, legitimacy and
pluralism; calls for the efforts to guarantee the public participation of minorities, as well
as to increase representation of women and young people in electoral processes, to be
strengthened; highlights the role of the European Union Election Observation Missions
in the independent and impartial evaluation of the electoral processes they monitor;
calls for follow-up to the adoption and implementation of the recommendations of these
electoral observation missions in third countries, and for them to be included as a key
element in the framework of relations between the EU and the third country in question;
notes that there is an increasingly frequent scenario of countries refusing to invite the
EU to observe their elections and calls on the EEAS to address the situation;

Cultural rights

35. Affirms the universality of cultural rights as a form of human rights that allows
individuals as well as groups of people to develop and express their humanity and their
identity; supports the mandate of the UN Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural
rights to give greater visibility to cultural rights in the human rights system and to foster
a better understanding of the severity of their violation, and of the opportunity of their
realisation for all, and calls for the renewal of the Special Rapporteur’s mandate after
2024; strongly condemns the destruction of historical, artistic and cultural heritage in
conflicts, as well as the systematic and politically or ideologically targeted destruction
of historical, artistic and cultural heritage and the eradication of the identities and
cultures of sovereign states, peoples or minorities; condemns the unlawful removal of,
and trafficking in, cultural objects; urges the return of cultural works and artefacts to
their places of origin; recalls that the destruction of cultural heritage may constitute a
war crime and a violation of human rights, and, in this context, recalls the
Responsibility to Protect commitments undertaken by the international community,
including with regard to the protection of cultural heritage during and in the aftermath
of armed conflicts;

Rights of women, including sexual and reproductive health and rights, and gender equality

36. Stresses that women’s rights and gender equality are indispensable and indivisible
human rights, as well as a basis for the rule of law and resilient democracies; deplores
the fact that millions of women and girls continue to experience discrimination and
violence, especially the most vulnerable ones in the context of conflicts, post-conflict
and displacement, in particular women and girls with disabilities, who suffer double
discrimination and that women and girls are denied their dignity, autonomy, including
bodily autonomy, and even life; condemns the ongoing and increasing backlash against
gender equality and women’s rights, including all attempts to roll back, notably in
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37.

38.

39.

40.

relation to sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR), existing entitlements and
protections, as well as legislation, policies and practices that continue to deny or restrict
these rights in many countries, which can amount to gender apartheid; condemns all
forms of gender-based violence, as well as exploitation, and expresses concern over
forced marriages and honour-based abuse, violence and killings perpetrated against
women and girls; calls for the EU, its Member States and like-minded partners to step
up their efforts to ensure the full enjoyment and protection of their human rights;
welcomes the accession of the EU to the Istanbul Convention and calls on the EU
Member States which have not yet done so to ratify and implement it as soon as
possible; supports the role of the EU Ambassador on Gender and Diversity and the
EUSR for Human Rights engagement on these fields; calls for an EU charter of
women'’s rights;

Recognises that the promotion and protection of SRHR is essential to achieving gender
equality and affirms the right to access comprehensive SRHR services, including
modern contraception, safe and legal abortion, maternal, prenatal and postnatal
healthcare, assisted reproduction and access to education and information on SRHR,
including comprehensive sexuality education, without any form of discrimination,
coercion or violence; calls for the EU, the EEAS and the Member States to take robust
action to prioritise and promote SRHR, including access to safe and legal abortion, in
multilateral and bilateral relations in accordance with international human rights law
and standards and World Health Organization (WHO) guidelines;

Recognises the compound vulnerability of women belonging to minorities such as
ethnic, religious or belief communities, especially in places with the presence of
radicalised groups and violent militias; condemns in strong terms all acts of violence in
all forms, including sexual violence, abduction, forced displacement, trafficking or
killings of women perpetrated on the grounds of ethnicity, religion or belief, or those
driven by radical and extremist agendas; strongly condemns the discrimination and
human rights violations against women with intersectional identities, including those
belonging to ethnic minorities; reiterates its calls on the Member States to adopt and
implement strategies, policies and programmes to advance the SRHR of marginalised
groups of women and to eradicate the systemic, financial, legal, practical and social
barriers they face, and to ensure that SRHR are protected and respected everywhere;

Reiterates its condemnation of the practice of surrogacy, a global phenomenon that
exposes women worldwide to exploitation and human trafficking, while targeting
financially and socially vulnerable women in particular; highlights its severe impact on
women, women’s rights, and women’s health, and underlines its cross-border
implications;

Calls for the EU, in implementing the Gender Action Plan III, in elaborating the local
EU strategy against gender-based discrimination and in relevant sectoral work, to
address intersectionality by developing a policy to fight the multiple forms of
discrimination faced by the millions of women and girls who are victims of human
rights violations, including sexual abuse and violence, displacement, forced and/or
bonded labour, prostitution and trafficking, and including gender equality and the
empowerment of women and girls within all aspects of external relations and
development cooperation, namely adopting an EU feminist foreign, development and
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defence policy, in accord with its global commitments;

41. Calls for more concerted efforts to eliminate the use of sexual violence as a weapon of
war and to fight impunity for the perpetrators of such violence; calls on the Commission
to pursue efforts to fully eradicate the practice of female genital mutilation, mass
sterilisation and forced abortion worldwide;

Rights of minorities

42. Recalls that most of the drivers of violent conflicts worldwide involve minorities’
grievances of exclusion, discrimination and inequalities linked to violations of the
human rights of minorities, as observed by the UN Special Rapporteur on minority
issues; stresses the need to mainstream the protection of the rights of minorities and the
development of protection mechanisms at United Nations level; recalls the obligations
of states to protect the rights of their national, ethnic, cultural, religious or linguistic
minorities within their respective territories; deplores the cases worldwide, despite
international obligations and commitments to protect minorities, of policies of forced
assimilation of national, ethnic and linguistic minorities by disregarding their
fundamental and human rights; calls for the EU and its Member States to provide active
support for third countries to respect the fundamental human rights of national, ethnic
and linguistic minorities in all areas; calls on the Commission to support the protection
of the rights of minorities, including as a priority under the human rights and democracy
thematic programme of the EU’s Neighbourhood, Development and International
Cooperation — Instrument (NDICI) — Global Europe;

43. Highlights the external dimension of the EU Anti-Racism Action Plan, and calls on the
Commission, the EEAS and the EU Delegations to engage with partners in non-EU
countries to support the development of similar strategies and policies, in dialogue with
representative of CSOs and members of marginalised and vulnerable communities,
based on the approach outlined in UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR) Guidance Tool on Descent-based Discrimination, and which should
cover the range of possible EU actions such as the promotion of legislative changes and
implementation, visibility plans and support programmes;

Rights of migrants and refugees

44. Denounces the erosion of the human rights and the safety of migrants, refugees and
forcibly displaced persons; reaffirms their inalienable human rights and recalls the
obligation of states to protect them in accordance with pertinent international law; calls
for the EU and its Member States to effectively uphold these rights in the EU’s
migration and asylum policies and their cooperation with partner countries in this
regard; deplores the increasing trend of xenophobia, racism and discrimination towards
migrants; stresses that refugees and migrants, especially those who are undocumented,
face different forms of violence, including during displacements, such as sexual and
gender-based violence, as well as many barriers, such as in access to education,
healthcare, decent housing and other basic services; is extremely concerned by the
unprecedented number of forcibly displaced people as a result of human rights
violations, which has doubled in the past 10 years; welcomes the activation of the
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45.

46.

47.

48.

Temporary Protection Directive!” and calls for its use when necessary; calls for the
strengthening of efforts in the protection of the right of migrants and to guarantee their
access to all basic services, including while in transit, and to respect the principle of
non-refoulement; calls for an immediate end to the illegal practice of pushbacks; calls
for the root causes of migration and forced displacement to be addressed,;

Stresses the importance of the principles of solidarity and shared responsibility among
Member States when addressing migration flows, including in order to alleviate the
challenges faced by Member States of first arrival; reaffirms its support for the
Roadmap on the Migration and Asylum Pact; urges the co-legislators to redouble their
efforts to complete the reform of the legislative framework on asylum and migration
before the end of the current parliamentary term;

Insists that all EU and Member States’ migration cooperation and readmission
agreements with non-EU states strictly comply with international human rights, refugee
and maritime law, particularly with the Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees;
calls on the Commission and the Member States to integrate pre-assessment as well as
monitoring mechanisms to evaluate the human rights impact of cooperation on
migration with third countries, and to share the results with Parliament; is deeply
concerned about the practice of concluding informal arrangements with third countries
in relation to migration cooperation, over which Parliament has no oversight; calls on
the Member States to ensure transparency and allow for parliamentary scrutiny and
democratic oversight, notably regarding cooperation with parties known to have
committed violations of human rights; insists that human rights need to be
mainstreamed and monitored in all the activities carried out by the European Border and
Coast Guard Agency (Frontex) and the European Union Agency for Asylum (EASO);

Calls for the EU and its Member States to ensure full transparency on EU migration-
related funding to third countries and to guarantee that it does not directly or indirectly
facilitate the perpetration of human rights violations or impunity for such violations;
calls for EU-funded humanitarian operations to take into account the specific needs of
children and other vulnerable groups, and to ensure their protection while they are
displaced; condemns, in this context, the placement of migrant children in detention
centres, especially when they are separated from their parents or legal guardians;

Strongly condemns the smuggling networks engaged in migrant smuggling and human
trafficking and calls for the EU and its Member States to strengthen their efforts to fight
against these networks and prevent smuggling, including by engaging with third
countries, in compliance with European and international human rights standards;
stresses that owing to the lack of safe and legal migratory routes, smuggling networks
profit and are responsible for tragic losses of human lives along migratory routes;
stresses that the dissemination of information and awareness-raising campaigns on the
risks of smuggling is crucial;

Rights of indigenous peoples

17 Council Directive 2001/55/EC of 20 July 2001 on minimum standards for giving temporary protection in the
event of a mass influx of displaced persons and on measures promoting a balance of efforts between Member
States in receiving such persons and bearing the consequences thereof (OJ L 212, 7.8.2001, p. 12).

RR\1292606EN.docx 21/70 PE751.673v02-00

EN



49. Notes with regret that indigenous peoples continue to face widespread and systematic
discrimination and persecution worldwide, including forced displacements; condemns
arbitrary arrests and the killing of human rights and land defenders who stand up for the
rights of indigenous peoples; stresses that the promotion of the rights of indigenous
peoples and their traditional practices are key to achieving sustainable development,
combating climate change and conserving biodiversity; urges governments to pursue
development and environmental policies that respect economic, social and cultural
rights, and that are inclusive of indigenous peoples and local populations, in line with
the UN Sustainable Development Goals; reiterates its call for the EU, its Member States
and their partners in the international community to adopt all necessary measures for the
recognition, protection and promotion of the rights of indigenous peoples, including as
regards their languages, lands, territories and resources, as set out in the UN Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, notably in relation to free, prior and informed
consent; calls for the EU and its Member States to ensure engagement in good faith and
respect for the above-mentioned rights through EU trade instruments and the relevant
EU legislation applying to EU-based companies; encourages the ratification of
International Labour Organization (ILO) Convention No. 169 on Indigenous and Tribal
Peoples;

50. Calls on all states, including EU Member States, to ensure that indigenous peoples and
local communities are included in the deliberations and decision-making processes of
international climate diplomacy; encourages the Commission to continue to promote
dialogue and collaboration between indigenous peoples and the EU;

Human rights, business and trade

51. Stresses the role of trade as a major instrument to promote and improve the human
rights situation in the EU’s partner countries, including through the Generalised Scheme
of Preferences Plus (GSP+); notes, however, that there has been little to no
improvement in some of the countries concerned; deplores the detrimental effects of
excessive and exploitative business activities on human rights and democracy, and
condemns those corporations that unlawfully exploit natural resources, adversely
impacting on the enjoyment of human rights in local communities;

52. Calls for the EU to ensure complementary and ambitious European and international
instruments laying out robust and substantive provisions, including on access to justice
and effective remedy for affected people; in this regard, calls for a swift and ambitious
final agreement on the directive on corporate sustainability due diligence with binding
EU rules on responsible corporate behaviour with regard to human, labour and
environmental rights, and a timely finalisation of the forced labour product ban to
ensure that products made with forced labour are prohibited on the Union market;
underlines that meaningful stakeholder engagement which includes victims,
representatives of victims, workers’ unions and other concerned stakeholders is an
overarching and ongoing component of the due diligence process and also a
fundamental step to identify, address and remedy forced labour; stresses the importance
of remediation and access to justice measures that are in line with the United Nations
Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights, including financial and non-
financial measures in consultation with the victims; urges the Commission to submit a
recommendation to the Council to obtain an ambitious mandate for the EU to engage in
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53.

54.

55.

the ongoing negotiations on the UN legally binding instrument on business and human
rights as soon as possible; calls on the Commission, the EEAS and the EU Delegations
to champion corporate social responsibility and corporate accountability and the
principles in their dialogue with third countries, and in supporting them to develop their
own national action plans;

Recalls the responsibility of businesses in ensuring that their operations and supply
chains are not implicated in human rights abuses, including against environmental,
indigenous and labour rights defenders; stresses the essential obligations and
responsibilities of states and other actors such as corporations and enterprises, to
mitigate the effects of climate change, prevent their negative impact on human rights
and promote appropriate policies in compliance with human rights obligations;

Recalls that the right to work is enshrined in Article 23 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, highlights, in this regard, that small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) provide more than two thirds of jobs worldwide and can support the
advancement of social and economic rights; reiterates, in this context, the importance of
ensuring an adequate level playing field for SMEs;

Underlines that the freedom to conduct a business is a right enshrined in Article 16 of
the Charter of Fundamental Rights; encourages the EU and the Member States to lead
the discussion at UN level and other multilateral forums for the establishment of the
recognition of the human right to conduct a business at global level;

Rights of LGBTIQ+ persons

56.

Deplores the human rights violations, including discrimination, stigmatisation,
segregation, persecution, violence and killings against lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans, non-
binary, intersex and queer (LGBTIQ+) persons around the world, as well as to the
defenders of their rights; recognises the importance of an inclusive education to combat
discrimination from its early stages; is extremely concerned by the spreading of hatred
and anti-LGBTIQ+ narratives and legislation, targeting LGBTIQ+ persons and human
rights defenders; calls on non-EU countries to adopt specific policies protecting
LGBTIQ+ persons and giving them the tools to safely report a violation of their rights;
calls on non-EU countries to remove law provisions that directly or indirectly translate
into discrimination, harassment and persecution of LGTBIQ+ persons; reiterates its
calls for the full implementation of the LGBTIQ Equality Strategy 2020-2025 as the
EU’s tool for improving the situation of LGBTIQ+ persons around the world; expresses
particular concern over LGBTIQ+ persons living under non-democratic regimes, and
calls for flexible mechanisms to protect them as well as the defenders of their rights;
calls for the EU and the Member States to thoroughly and consistently apply the EU
guidelines to promote and protect the enjoyment of all human rights by LGBTIQ
persons across its external policy;

Rights of the child

57.

Strongly condemns the decline in the respect for the rights of the child and the
increasing violations of these rights, including through violence, early and forced
marriage, sexual abuse and exploitation, genital mutilation, trafficking, child labour,
including forced child labour, recruitment of child soldiers, including by criminal gangs,
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58.

the lack of access to education including the right to learn about their own culture,
traditions and languages and healthcare, malnutrition, segregation and extreme poverty;
condemns the kidnapping, forced separation or deportation, adoption and forced
assimilation of children, including of ethnic minorities, especially in cases of war and
conflict; highlights the still large number of children around the world forced to work,
usually under hazardous conditions; reiterates its call for a systematic and consistent
approach to promoting and defending children’s rights through all EU policies; calls for
the inclusion of a specific child rights approach in justice processes improving
children’s access to justice and effective remedies, and ensuring accountability of the
perpetrators; stresses the need to create sustainable ways for reintegration and
reparations for children who have had their rights violated in conflicts around the world;
urges the full and universal ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
as a matter of urgency;

Highlights the role of education in the development of children and young people
around the world; stresses that access to universal, inclusive and quality education is a
human right which should include raising awareness on their human rights, as well as
what constitutes a violation of their rights and how to report it; notes that according to
Article 26 of Universal Declaration of Human Rights, parents have a prior right to
choose the kind of education that must be given to their children; calls for the EU and
its Member States to do their utmost to ensure that the right to education is respected all
around the world, including in refugee camps and centres; calls on the Commission and
the EEAS to maintain strong funding for education through the Union’s external
funding instruments and to support non-EU countries in the creation and development
of quality education systems; stresses that all education and school material must adhere
to UNESCO standards on education;

Rights of persons with disabilities

59.

Is concerned by the challenges to the full enjoyment of the rights of persons with
disabilities, such as access to inclusive and quality education, healthcare and
employment, and participation in political life; reiterates is calls for the EU to assist
worldwide in the development of policies in support of carers for persons with
disabilities; calls on all stakeholders to raise social awareness and combat
discriminatory behaviours against persons with disabilities; reiterates its calls for the
Commission and the Member States to increase their efforts to promote equal rights for
persons with disabilities through EU external action, including in relation to candidate
countries, in line with existing obligations as State Parties to the UN CRPD; underlines
the need to ensure a systematic and structured dialogue with organisations representing
persons with disabilities in partner countries and to implement policies that guarantee
the full enjoyment of their human right to equally participate in society, including in
exercising their right to vote, taking into account their specific needs and perspectives;
reiterates its calls for the EU to assist partner countries in the development of policies in
support of high-quality, accessible and affordable carers for persons with disabilities;
calls for a swift adoption of the proposal for a Council directive on implementing the
principle of equal treatment between persons irrespective of religion or belief, disability,
age or sexual orientation;

Rights of elderly people
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60.

Reiterates its call for the EU and its Member States to develop new avenues to
strengthen the rights of elderly people taking into account the multiple challenges they
face, such as age-based discrimination, poverty, violence, lack of social protection,
solitude and digital exclusion, among others; calls on non-EU countries to adopt
policies facilitating access to quality, accessible and affordable healthcare, social and
legal services to elderly people, with special attention to combating the risk of poverty
for older women in particular, owing to the gender pay gap in the course of their
working lives; stresses that their participation in public affairs in an autonomous way
should be guaranteed and that they should be able to fully enjoy their human rights
and fundamental freedoms with dignity;

Right to food, water and sanitation

61.

62.

Recalls that the right to food, to safe drinking water and to sanitation, including having
physical and economic access to safe and adequate food, water and hygienic systems, is
an internationally recognised human right; is extremely concerned about the challenges
to the right to food worldwide, especially in situations of war and conflicts, as well as
natural disasters and extreme weather conditions owing to climate change; calls for the
EU and its Member States to promote mandatory guidelines on the right to food within
the UN system; calls for the adoption of public policies to fight hunger, especially
among children, including by enhancing international cooperation to respond to global
food insecurity and providing urgent aid to populations at risk of famine and
malnutrition;

Calls for the EU, its Member States and the international community to immediately
step up their efforts to halt the trend of emerging serious food shortages; underlines that
food security has been aggravated by many conflicts occurring around the globe,
including the current conflicts in countries that are large global exporters of primary
food products, in particular, grain, with tremendous consequences in several areas of the
world; strongly condemns the use or the threat of food insecurity as a political
instrument of war, as well as the adverse effects of speculation with the price of food;

Right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment

63.

Highlights that the climate crisis and its impact on the environment and biodiversity has
direct effects on the effective enjoyment of all human rights and that these issues are
interlinked and interdependent; calls for the swift adoption of policies to enhance
international cooperation and strengthen capacity-building in this regard, as laid out in
Resolution 76/300 of the UN General Assembly; recognises the critically important
work of CSOs, environmental human rights defenders and indigenous activists for the
preservation and protection of the environment and biodiversity; deplores the risk and
condemns all forms of violence that environmental human rights defenders face and
calls for their effective protection to be guaranteed; stresses the need to effectively
address the displacement of people caused by environmental destruction and climate
change, which increases the risk of human rights violations and vulnerabilities to
different forms of exploitation; calls for the EU and the Member States to step up their
efforts to support regional mechanisms such as the UN Special Rapporteur on
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64.

65.

66.

environmental defenders and the Escazii Agreement!'®;

Urges the EU, the UN and regional human rights mechanisms to assume a larger role in
protecting global ecosystems and environmental defenders, in particular where climate
change has a severe impact on indigenous and local communities; calls for the EU to
promote a UN-level initiative for international observers to monitor serious
environmental damage or crises, or situations where environmental rights defenders are
most at risk, and to engage with and assist the authorities in establishing protective
conditions for these defenders;

Encourages the EU and the Member States to promote the recognition of ecocide as an
international crime under the Rome Statute of the ICC;

Recalls that the transition to clean energy must be just and respect everyone’s
fundamental rights; highlights that the design and implementation of energy transition
policies and projects should be conducted in a way that does not exacerbate human
rights violations and damage the environment;

Human rights and digital technologies

67.

68.

69.

Is concerned by the threat that artificial intelligence (Al) can pose to democracies and
human rights, especially if it is not duly regulated; welcomes the Council conclusions of
26 June 2023 to strengthen the EU’s role and leadership in global digital governance, in
particular its position as a shaper of the global digital rulebook, and in this sense
welcomes the proposal for a regulation to harmonise the rules on Al which need to
protect human rights, particularly the right to private life and to non-discrimination, and
the advantages that Al can offer for human well-being; highlights that new and
emergent technologies such as spyware need urgent oversight, robust transparency and
appropriate safeguards; stresses the importance of a human rights-based approach
towards these technologies; condemns the use of new and emerging technologies as
coercive instruments in order to increase the harassment, intimidation and persecution
of HRDs, activists, journalists, lawyers and minorities; takes the firm position that the
export of spyware from the Union to third countries where such tools are used against
human rights activists, journalists and government critics, is a severe violation of the
fundamental rights enshrined in the Charter and a gross violation of Union export rules;

Deplores practices by authoritarian and totalitarian regimes that limit citizens’ access to
the internet, including internet blackouts during public assemblies and protests, among
others; insists on the importance of an open, free, stable and secure cyberspace that
upholds the core values of democracy, human rights and the rule of law; stresses the
importance for the EU’s Digital Diplomacy to advance a human rights-based approach
to digital technologies;

Is worried about the use of cyberattacks, considered to be hybrid threats, often used
against services and infrastructure critical to the civilian population; expresses concern
at the rise of this phenomenon, as it can also lead to violations of people’s digital rights

1% The Regional Agreement on Access to Information, Public Participation and Justice in Latin America and the
Caribbean of 4 March 2018.
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70.

and aggravate offline violence;

Calls on the Commission and the EEAS to promote the adoption of disinformation and
hate speech legislation in non-EU countries, to explicitly prohibit and punish speech
inciting discrimination, hatred or violence on the basis of race, ethnicity, nationality,
social class, disability, caste, religion, belief, age, sexual orientation and sex or gender
identity, and to press tech corporations and social media platforms to foster a human
rights-sensitive online environment;

Strengthening the EU’s toolbox for the promotion and protection of human rights and
democracy around the world

EU action plan on human rights and democracy

71.

Observes that the implementation so far of the EU action plan on human rights and
democracy by the EU and its Member States, although substantial, is still lagging and
remains difficult to assess in the absence of time-bound and tangible objectives; notes
the observation in the mid-term review of the action plan about the unprecedented
challenges the world has experienced since its adoption, and the general setback in
human rights protection in recent years, yet underscores that this should lead to the
enhancement of the implementation of the action plan for its remaining period, with a
view to maximising the synergies and complementarity between human rights and
democracy at local, national and global levels; welcomes the assessment of the EU’s
action on HRDs within the framework of the revision; calls for the next EU action
plan to integrate the defence and promotion of the universality of human rights within
its pillars, paying special attention to the narratives and tools employed by
authoritarian and illiberal regimes in their attacks in this regard; highlights the need to
bridge the gap between the strategic vision and objectives of the action plan and its
operational dimension; stresses the importance of Member States taking ownership of
the EU action plan on human rights and democracy and publicly reporting on their
action under this strategic document; encourages national and regional parliaments,
national human rights institutions and local CSOs to engage with their authorities at
Member State level on their contribution to the conduct of the EU’s external human
rights policy;

EU Special Representative (EUSR) for Human Rights

72.

Fully supports the work of the EUSR for Human Rights in contributing to the visibility
and coherence of the EU’s human rights actions in the EU’s external relations; calls on
the EEAS to strengthen their role and increase their visibility in the promotion and
protection of human rights when engaging with third countries and like-minded partners
and in guiding the implementation of the action plan on human rights and democracy;
calls for greater accountability, transparency and visibility of the work of the mandate,
including by public reporting on country visits, the work programme and priorities;
considers that the scope of the mandate warrants the appointment of a full-time
mandate-holder; insists that the appointment of the next EUSR only be confirmed after
a positive evaluation by Parliament’s Committee on Foreign Affairs and its
Subcommittee on Human Rights and that the EUSR report back to Parliament regularly;

Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument — Global Europe
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and the human rights and democracy thematic programme

73.

74.

75.

Recalls the fundamental role the NDICI — Global Europe, including its thematic
programme on human rights and democracy, plays as an EU flagship instrument in
promoting and protecting human rights and democracy around the world; reiterates its
calls for support to CSOs, pro-democracy activists and media organisations, including
via the European Endowment for Democracy, to be stepped up in the light of the current
regressive global trends; highlights the need to engage with civil society and other local
partners in all the EU’s relevant external activities; reiterates the importance of
streamlining a human rights-based approach in the EU’s external action instruments;

Reiterates its call for greater transparency regarding human rights-related provisions in
financing agreements under the NDICI and a clarification of the mechanism and criteria
for the suspension of such agreements in the event of a breach of human rights,
democratic principles and the rule of law; highlights that the EU should strictly refrain
from budget support as a means of providing assistance to regimes that grossly fail to
meet international standards in the field of human rights, democracy and the fight
against corruption; stresses that the support should in such cases be channelled through
civil society instead; calls for the EU to take particular care to assess and prevent any
violation linked to the Union’s own policies, projects and funding in third countries,
including by creating a complaints mechanism for individuals or groups whose rights
may have been violated by EU activities in these countries;

Recalls that the EU has declared its commitment to supporting the transition from
institutional to family and community-based care in its external action in the NDICI;
urges, therefore, the EU institutions to exclude funding to institutions, including for
refurbishing, building or renovating, if it is not part of a deinstitutionalisation process;

EU international agreements

76.

T7.

Stresses that human rights clauses should apply in a coherent manner to all EU
international agreements with third countries, including sectoral and investment
agreements, and that these should be monitored closely and backed by a clear set of
benchmarks and procedures to be followed in the event of human rights violations, and
provide a basis for engaging with a third country on human rights in a practical and
flexible manner; notes that until 2014 the EU formally activated the human rights
clauses on two dozen occasions and since then it has only adopted ‘appropriate
measures’ under these clauses on one occasion; reiterates that in the face of serious and
persistent breaches of human rights clauses by its partner countries the EU should react
swiftly and decisively, and as an ultimate course of action, by suspending the relevant
agreements if other options prove ineffective;

Calls for the implementation of the EU Ombudsman’s recommendation concerning the
creation of a complaint-handling portal, within the framework of EU trade and financial
instruments, and for the adaptation of the Commission’s Single Entry Point to allow for
the submission of complaints regarding the failure to comply with human rights clauses,
which should be accessible, citizen-friendly and transparent; encourages the EU
institutions and the Member States to further engage with the Ombudsman in
developing new strategies and tools for protecting and promoting human rights through
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trade; calls on the Commission to improve its communication towards Parliament on its
considerations and decisions regarding the enforcement of human rights clauses in
international agreements;

EU human rights dialogues

78.

Stresses the important role of human rights dialogues within the EU’s human rights
toolbox and as a key vehicle for the implementation of the EU action plan on human
rights and democracy; highlights that these dialogues should address the situation of all
human rights and democracy with the relevant countries; stresses the role of
independent CSOs and the need to ensure their legitimate participation through the
preparation and follow-up to these dialogues; stresses that there can be no
discrimination in respect of the participation of civil society in this regard; notes that
human rights dialogues should be seen as a key element of sustained EU engagement
and not as a box-ticking exercise or a free-standing instrument; recalls that these
dialogues need to be used in conjunction and synergy with other instruments, and
should be carried out in a result-oriented manner and be regularly reviewed; stresses
that failure to achieve concrete results should have consequences for the wider conduct
of bilateral relations; reiterates the need to raise individual cases, including those
highlighted by Parliament in its resolutions and the Sakharov Prize winners — and
finalists — and ensure adequate follow-up; calls on the EEAS and EU Delegations to
increase the visibility of these dialogues and their outcomes, including through the
publication of a joint press statement and to conduct suitable follow-up action to them;

EU Global Human Rights Sanctions Regime (GHRSR — The EU Magnitsky Act)

79.

80.

Notes the limited use so far of the EU GHRSR (the EU Magnitsky Act) as a key
political tool in the EU’s defence of human rights and democracy across the world;
notes, however, the challenges that the requirement of unanimity poses in their adoption
and reiterates its call for the introduction of qualified majority voting for decisions on
the GHRSR; calls for a more dynamic and consistent use of this tool, including in
cooperation with like-minded partners; calls on the Council to act on the requests for
sanctions made by Parliament via its resolutions; fully supports the possibility of
imposing targeted anti-corruption sanctions in relation to severe human rights
violations, which has been a long-standing priority of Parliament, and welcomes the
Commission proposal in this regard and calls for its swift adoption by the Council,
whether through its inclusion in the GHRSR or with a different regime;

Highlights that the consistent and uniform application of sanctions by all Member States
has consequences for the credibility and effectiveness of the EU’s external action;
stresses the need for the complete enforcement of sanctions and calls for breaches and
circumventions to be tackled in an effective manner;

Democracy support activities

81.

Reiterates its concern regarding the increasing attacks by authoritarian, totalitarian and
illiberal regimes on democratic institutions and standards and civil society, and attempts
to rewrite international norms; stresses that the defence and support of democracy
around the world is increasingly becoming of geopolitical and strategic interest;
considers the need to increase efforts in raising awareness of the undermining of
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democratic culture in third countries and reiterates the necessity to strengthen it;
reiterates the importance of EU election observation missions and Parliament’s
contribution to developing and enhancing their methodology; calls for third countries to
implement the recommendations made by the EU’s election observation missions — and
other recognised international bodies — to improve their future electoral processes and
thus help increase their transparency and legality with a view to strengthening the
democratic standards of the states concerned; welcomes the work of the European
Endowment for Democracy and reiterates the need to keep strengthening its activities
and resources;

EU support to human rights defenders and civil society organisations

82.

83.

84.

Is extremely concerned by the attacks on and harassment of HRDs, as well as their
families, communities and lawyers, and finds the increasingly sophisticated means used
to persecute them particularly concerning; strongly condemns laws, including counter-
terrorism laws, national security laws and anti-defamation laws, used to target HRDs
and non-governmental organisations (NGOs), criminalise their work, and stigmatise
them; deplores the harassment of NGOs through legislative provisions in third
countries, such as foreign agents laws and similar, and other restrictions they face in
their legitimate work; supports, praises and thanks wholeheartedly HRDs for the
courageous and crucial work they perform and the EU action to ensure their protection
worldwide; calls for the complete and consistent application of the EU Guidelines on
human rights defenders by the EU and its Member States, thereby fostering a proactive,
holistic and long-term approach towards the protection of HRDs that anticipates and
mitigates serious problems, such as assaults and threats, targeting HRDs with often a
heavy personal cost for them, their families and communities; underscores the pressing
need for a comprehensive and timely revision of the Guidelines on human rights
defenders, with a view to addressing the emerging challenges and threats, and to
ensuring their applicability and effectiveness in the protection of HRDs globally, while
integrating gender-sensitive and intersectional approaches in the updated Guidelines,
reflecting the diverse backgrounds and experiences of HRDs, and taking into account
the specific vulnerabilities they may face;

Highlights the increasing phenomenon worldwide of transnational threats against HRDs
by their national authorities or proxies; calls on the Commission and the Member States
to identify and tackle these threats within the EU as a priority and as an integral aspect
of the EU Guidelines on human rights defenders; encourages the Commission and the
Member States to provide foreign HRDs residing in the EU with appropriate financial
and other means in order to enable them to continue their human rights work remotely
and without fear of retaliation; underlines that officials and agents of third countries
harassing HRDs in the EU, as well as local enablers, either individuals or entities,
should be held accountable; highlights the importance of training and resources to be
provided to law enforcement authorities to tackle these transnational attacks;

Insists that the EEAS, the Commission and the EU Delegations pay particular attention
to the situation of the Sakharov Prize laureates and finalists at risk and take resolute
action, in coordination with the Member States and Parliament, to ensure their well-
being, safety or liberation;
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85.

86.

Calls for efforts to strengthen the visibility of EU actions and channels for the
protection and support of HRDs; urges the Member States to lead by example and
develop robust and effective national HRD guidelines and laws, serving as a model for
other nations to follow; recognises the collective responsibility of the EEAS, the
Commission, and the Member States in ensuring the effective implementation of the EU
Guidelines on human rights defenders and calls for the EU to implement a genuine
Team Europe approach to HRDs; fully supports the ProtectDefenders.eu mechanisms
and calls for the EU and its Member States to foster the creation of similar mechanisms
in like-minded countries, as well as joint activities between the EU, its Member States
and third countries addressed to the protection of HRDs; underlines the importance of
EU Special Representatives engaging with national authorities on the protection of
human rights and individual cases; reiterates its call for the Commission to take a
proactive role in the establishment of an EU-wide multi-entry visa scheme for HRDs at
risk; hereby urges the Member States to undertake procedural enhancements within
their diplomatic missions, ensuring expeditious, comprehensible, accessible and
attainable visa application processes; further calls on the Member States to
collaboratively establish and integrate a dedicated category within the EU Visa Code,
thereby streamlining visa procedures and promoting uniformity in the EU’s visa
application process; calls on the Vice-President of the Commission / High
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, in collaboration
with the Member States and Parliament, to establish an annual list of countries of
serious HRD concern, allowing for a coordinated Team Europe response, access to
resources, enhanced monitoring, dedicated strategies and increased support at all levels;
encourages the transparent presentation and review of this list in Parliament to uphold
accountability;

Deplores that women human rights defenders face gender-based violence and suffer
from a lack of access to adequate resources and protection mechanisms; condemns the
continuing attacks against women human rights defenders, including sexual assault,
threats, intimidation, criminalisation and killings; affirms that the rise in misogynistic,
sexist and homophobic speech by political leaders in recent years has normalised
violence against women human rights defenders in particular against defenders working
on SRHR; stresses the need for the EU to continue supporting CSOs that promote the
rights of women and girls politically and financially;

Combating impunity and corruption

87.

Stresses that corruption facilitates, perpetuates and institutionalises violations of human
rights, undermines democratic institutions and disproportionately affects the most
vulnerable and marginalised individuals and groups in society; calls for the fight against
corruption to be a part of all of the EU’s efforts and policies to promote human rights
and democracy; welcomes the anti-corruption actions in EU external policies, including
the possibility of imposing targeted anti-corruption sanctions in the joint
communication of the Commission and the High Representative of the Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy of 3 May 2023 on the fight against corruption
(JOIN(2023)0012); calls for the EU and its Member States to increase their efforts in
justice reforms, fighting impunity, the improvement of transparency and anti-corruption
institutions in third countries and addressing the role of certain EU-based actors in this
regard; supports the anti-corruption provisions included in the EU trade agreements
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with non-EU countries; underlines the utmost importance for the EU and its Member
States to lead by example by applying the highest transparency standards to their
external funding and by stepping up their support for CSOs, activists and investigative
journalists engaged in the fight against corruption and impunity, as well as by
promoting the establishment of effective global anti-corruption measures and robust
regulatory frameworks, as well as addressing secrecy jurisdictions and tax havens; calls
for cooperation to be strengthened with key international actors in this regard, such as
the Group of States against Corruption (GRECO), the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) and the United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime (UNODC), in order to improve synergies and the exchange of best practices
concerning anti-corruption measures;

EU actions at multilateral forums

88. Reiterates the need for the EU and its Member States to speak with one voice at the UN
and in other multilateral forums; is extremely concerned by the increasing attacks on
multilateral institutions, such as UN Bodies and in particular the UN Human Rights
Council, by authoritarian and illiberal regimes in an attempt to undermine their work
and legitimacy; welcomes the continued support of the EU and its Member States to the
UN and other multilateral institutions, as well as the continued and growing strategic
dialogue and cooperation with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights;
strongly supports the sponsoring of UN resolutions by the EU on human rights and
democracy; calls for the EU and its Member States to take concrete steps to enhance the
strength and resilience of the international human rights architecture and the consistent
implementation of international human rights obligations and instruments; calls for the
EU and its Member States to advocate for an own and permanent seat for the Union in
multilateral forums and to ensure greater coordination, including the UN Security
Council, in addition to the existing one allocated to EU Member States; calls for EU
delegations to play a stronger role in multilateral forums, for which they should have
appropriate resources available;

89. Stresses that the effective protection of human rights worldwide requires international
collaboration at multilateral level; underlines the particularly important role of the UN
and its bodies as the main forum which must be able to effectively advance the efforts
for peace, security, sustainable development and respect for human rights and
international law; recalls the obligations of all UN member states to promote and protect
all human rights and fundamental freedoms, as enshrined in the Founding Charter of the
United Nations and UN General Assembly Resolution 60/251; stresses the
responsibility of the UN Human Rights Council to address all grave violations of human
rights around the world; regrets the fact that several members of the UN Human Rights
Council have records of serious human rights violations and disregard for their human
rights obligations; calls for a better application of the criteria for membership of the UN
Human Rights Council; calls on the EEAS to initiate and spearhead an effort towards a
coordinated EU and Member State position on UN Human Rights Council membership,
which would promote greater transparency and merit-based competition in the election
process; calls for the EU institutions, including itself, to further strengthen relations and
close cooperation with these UN bodies;

90. Highlights the work of UN commissions of inquiry and fact-finding missions, which are
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91.

92.

increasingly used to respond to situations involving serious violations of international
humanitarian law and international human rights law, and to combat impunity; calls for
the EU and its Member States to continue supporting the work of the UN, both
politically and financially, including Special Procedures and treaty bodies; strongly
condemns all attacks against UN Special Procedure mandate holders and against the
independence of their mandates; calls on the EU Member States and the EU’s
democratic partners to decisively counter these attempts and to take all possible
measures to help provide safe and open spaces for interaction by individuals and CSOs
with the United Nations, its representatives and mechanisms;

Calls for the EU and the Member States to support the strengthening of regional human
rights systems, including through financial assistance and cross-regional experience
sharing; highlights in particular the critical role of the monitoring bodies and judicial
mechanisms established under these regional systems and their complementarity with
the UN human rights system;

Welcomes the political and financial support the EU has given to the ICC, including the
office of the Prosecutor of the ICC; asks the EU and its Member States to keep
supporting the ICC with the necessary means and resources, both human and financial,
and to use all instruments at its disposal to strengthen the fight against impunity
worldwide; welcomes the contributions of the ICC to fight impunity around the world;
supports the EU’s contributions in the investigation of war crimes and crimes against
humanity within the framework of the ICC; condemns the attempts to undermine the
work of the ICC and its legitimacy; calls for the EU and its Member States to encourage
their partners to ratify the Rome Statute and its amendments and thus expand the
Court’s jurisdiction;

Team Europe approach

93.

94.

Regrets the cases of different approaches to human rights protection and promotion in
non-EU countries seen in Member States’ embassies and EU Delegations; underlines
that Member States’ embassies should make promoting and protecting human rights a
priority, while also supporting civil society in non-EU countries: notes that this
responsibility should not fall entirely on the EU Delegations; call for the EU and the
Member States to effectively place human rights as a central part of all EU policies and
tools; urges the EU and its Member States to intensify their efforts to promote and
protect human rights and democracy worldwide; underlines the need for the EU and its
Member States to act in a united manner with a single voice and effectively in tackling
global human rights and democracy challenges in multilateral forums; calls for full
coordination in third countries between all Member States Delegations and the EU
Delegations on human rights issues; calls on the EU Delegations and EU Member
States’ diplomatic missions to adopt a more proactive approach in human rights
promotion and defence;

Highlights the importance of addressing the continued segmentation in the conduct of
EU external relations in relation to human rights; calls for improved coordination on
human rights matters between the Commission’s Directorate-General for International
Partnerships and the EEAS with other relevant Directorates-General, including the
Directorate-General for Trade and the Directorate-General for Migration and Home
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95.

96.

97.

98.

Affairs, as well as with the relevant EU agencies, such as Frontex and EASO; welcomes
the increased coordination between the EU Delegations and the EEAS headquarters and
the Directorate-General for International Partnerships in relation to urgent HRD cases;

Calls on all EU Delegations in third countries to increase their support to HRDs, in line
with the EU guidelines in this area, as well as to visit members of the democratic
opposition, activists and members of civil society imprisoned in those countries, to
monitor their situation, to attend trials and to raise their cases in EU human rights
dialogues with the countries in question;

Highlights the important role of the EU’s public and cultural diplomacy, as well as
international cultural relations, in the promotion of human rights and calls for the
Strategic Communication and Foresight division of the EEAS to increase its efforts in
this regard, for which it should count on the appropriate resources; stresses the need to
fully communicate in third countries on EU-funded or supported human rights
programmes; considers it to be of the utmost importance to fully implement the EU
Human Rights Guidelines in EU Delegations and Member States’ diplomatic missions;

Calls on the Commission, the EEAS and the Member States to adopt a true ‘Team
Europe’ approach, which consists in regularly engaging with and involving Parliament
in a meaningful way, whenever meetings, visits or other official and unofficial events
take place, in line with the role of the European Parliament as the only directly elected
body of the EU, representing EU citizens;

o

Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the
Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy, the European Union Special Representative for Human
Rights, the governments and parliaments of the Member States, the United Nations
Security Council, the United Nations Secretary-General, the President of the 77th
session of the United Nations General Assembly, the President of the United Nations
Human Rights Council, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and
the European Union Heads of Delegation.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

Each year, the European Parliament adopts three annual reports on the EU’s foreign, security
and defence, and human rights policies.

The three reports are on:

. the implementation of the Common Foreign and Security Policy - annual report 2023
(based on the report of the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Policy to the
European Parliament on the Common Foreign and Security Policy) - competence of the
AFET Committee,

. Human Rights and Democracy in the world and the European Union’s policy on the
matter - annual report 2023 (based on the EU Annual report on Human Rights and
Democracy in the World 2022) - competence of the DROI Subcommittee, and

. the implementation of the Common Security and Defence Policy - annual report 2023
(based on the report of the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Policy to the
European Parliament on the Common Foreign and Security Policy) - competence of the
SEDE Subcommittee.

These reports monitor and assess the implementation of the Common Foreign and Security
Policy, including the EU policy on Human Rights and the Common Security and Defence
Policy. They are a key component of the European Parliament’s contribution to EU foreign
policy making, most notably in regard to the strengthened right of scrutiny conferred to the
European Parliament by the Treaty of Lisbon. It is essential that the European Parliament
responds to the annual reports issued by other institutions as soon as they are published.
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ANNEX I

INDIVIDUAL CASES RAISED BY THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

SINCE DECEMBER 2022

before the Taliban takeover in August
2021. Matiullah Wesa is the head of
PenPath, a local non-governmental
organisation that champions education
rights, especially girls’ education. The
human rights defender works to reach the
remotest parts of Afghanistan by engaging
and collaborating with community leaders
to open schools and libraries and by
bringing its mobile school and library to
remote areas. After the Taliban took
control of Afghanistan in August 2021,
Matiullah Wesa has been a vocal advocate
against the bans on girls’ education and
launched a door-to-door campaign. He is
also actively advocating for those rights on
social media.

COUNTRY BACKGROUND ACTION TAKEN BY THE
PARLIAMENT
Individual
AFGHANISTAN | Matiullah Wesa has been a prominent In its 20 April 2023 resolution,
human rights defender, advocating for the European Parliament:
Matiullah Wesa girls’ education rights for over 14 years

- Calls on Afghanistan’s de facto
authorities to immediately and
unconditionally release Matiullah
Wesa and all those imprisoned for
exercising their fundamental
rights from detention; demands
that their rights be respected,
including their access to family
members and legal representation;

- Calls on the European External
Action Service and the Member
States to exert diplomatic pressure
directly or indirectly on
Afghanistan’s de facto authorities
to secure the release of Matiullah
Wesa and other arbitrarily
detained activists, including Rasul
Abdi Parsi, Noorayel Kaliwal and
Mortaza Behboudi.
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ALGERIA

IThsane El-Kadi

IThsane El-Kadi, a prominent Algerian
journalist and manager of Interface Médias,
one of the Ilast independent media
enterprises in Algeria, with the online
outlets Radio M and Maghreb Emergent,
was arrested without a warrant the night of
23-24 December 2022.

On 2 April 2023 an Algerian court
sentenced FEl-Kadi to five years’
imprisonment, of which two suspended, a
fine of 700 million Algerian dinars, the
dissolution of his media company and the
confiscation of its assets following his
conviction on unfounded charges of
‘receiving funds for political propaganda’
and ‘harming the security of the state’ under
Articles 95 and 95bis of Algeria’s Penal
Code; whereas the hearing on his appeal
will take place in the second half of May
2023.

In its resolution of the 11 May
2023, the European Parliament:

- Calls on Algeria’s authorities to
immediately and unconditionally
release Thsane El-Kadi and all
those arbitrarily detained and
charged for exercising their right
to freedom of expression;

- Calls on Algeria’s authorities to
respect and uphold fundamental
freedoms, particularly media
freedom, as enshrined in Article
54 of Algeria’s Constitution, to
reopen shuttered media outlets
and to halt the arrest and
detention of political activists,
journalists, human rights
defenders and trade unionists;
expresses solidarity with Algerian
citizens protesting peacefully
since 2019;

- Urges Algeria’s authorities to
amend the Penal Code’s security-
related clauses that are used to
criminalise freedom of
expression, including Articles
95bis and 196bis, and to align
laws limiting freedom of
expression with international
human rights standards,
particularly the International
Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, which Algeria has ratified.
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AZERBAIJAN

Gubad Ibadoghlu

Dr Gubad Ibadoghlu is a renowned
political ~ economist and  prominent
opposition figure. He is known for his
criticism of Azerbaijan’s Government,
particularly as  regards  corruption,
inefficient management of public finances
and lack of budgetary transparency;
whereas he is the Chairman of the
Azerbaijan Democracy and Prosperity
Movement, which has consistently been
denied registration.

He was brutally attacked and arbitrarily
detained on 23 July 2023 and remains in
prison on dubious charges, having limited
contact with his family and lawyer and
reportedly being subjected to inhumane
treatment and suffering from serious health
conditions requiring medical attention; he
faces a prison sentence of up to 12 years on
fabricated charges.

The ECtHR adopted temporary interim
measures ordering Azerbaijan’s
Government to take urgent measures to
ensure the protection of his health.

Credible independent organisations
currently list as many as 200 political
prisoners in  Azerbaijan, including
journalists, civil rights activists and
opposition  politicians,  while  other

Azerbaijani human rights activists, such as
Mahammad Mirzali, are also threatened
outside national borders.

In its resolution of the 14
September 2023, the European
Parliament:

- Demands the immediate and
unconditional release of Gubad
Ibadoghlu; insists that his
immediate access to adequate
medical treatment and medication
be ensured; underlines that the
charges against him are trumped
up, result from his civic activism
and are politically motivated;

- Urges the Azerbaijani
authorities to release all political
prisoners, independent journalists
and human rights defenders, drop
all politically motivated charges
against them and stop
extraterritorial repression;

- Calls for an independent
investigation into the reported ill-
treatment of Gubad Ibadoghlu and
the violations of his due process
rights; further calls on the
Azerbaijani authorities to lift the
ban on his relatives leaving the
country;

- Calls on Azerbaijan to protect its
citizens’ human rights and ensure
a free and safe environment for
the peaceful exercise of the rights
to freedom of expression,
assembly and association.

PE751.673v02-00

EN

38/70

RR\1292606EN.docx




BAHRAIN

Abdulhadi Al-
Khawaja, Dr
Abduljalil Al-
Singace, Naji
Fateel,
Abdulwahab
Hussain, Ali
Hajee, Sheikh Ali
Salman and
Hassan Mshaima,
Mohamed
Ramadan, Husain
Ali Moosa, Maher
Abbas al-
Khabbaz, Salman
Isa Ali Salman,
Hussein Abdullah
Khalil Ebrahim,
Mohammad
Radhi Abdulla
Hassan, Sayed
Ahmed Fuad
Abbas Isa Ahmed
Al-Abar, Hussein
Ali Mahdi Jasim
Mohamed,
Hussein Ebrahim
Ali Hussein
Marzooq, Moosa
Abdallah Moosa
Jafaar, Hussain
Abdullah
Marhoon Rashid
and Zuhair
Ebrahim Jasim
Abdullah

Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja is a Danish-
Bahraini citizen, co-founder of the Bahrain
Center for Human Rights and the Gulf
Center for Human Rights, and winner of the
2022 Martin Ennals Award, who is
currently completing his 11th year in prison
and serving a life sentence for taking a
leading role in protests demanding
democratic reforms during the 2011 popular
uprising in Bahrain.

Dr Abduljalil Al-Singace, Naji Fateel,
Abdulwahab Hussain, Ali Hajee, Sheikh
Ali Salman and Hassan Mshaima,
Mohamed Ramadan, Husain Ali Moosa,
Maher Abbas al-Khabbaz, Salman Isa
Ali Salman, Hussein Abdullah Khalil
Ebrahim, Mohammad Radhi Abdulla
Hassan, Sayed Ahmed Fuad Abbas Isa
Ahmed Al-Abar, Hussein Ali Mahdi
Jasim Mohamed, Hussein Ebrahim Ali
Hussein Marzooq, Moosa Abdallah
Moosa Jafaar, Hussain Abdullah
Marhoon Rashid and Zuhair Ebrahim
Jasim Abdullah are political detainees and
prisoners in Bahrain.

In its resolution of 15 December
2022, the European Parliament:

- Urges Bahrain to release
Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja and other
detainees and condemns the
judicial harassment, intimidation,
torture and lack of due process
which he and other political
detainees, as well as their
families, continue to face;

- Urges all EU officials and
representatives of EU Member
States visiting Bahrain to visit the
prisons and meet human rights
defenders and to continue raising
the case of Abdulhadi Al-
Khawaja and all other human
rights defenders in the country
both publicly and privately and to
demand their unconditional
release.
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BANGLADESH

Odhikar
Organisation

Odhikar is a leading human rights
organisation that has faced over a decade of
harassment and criminalisation, including
being deregistered as an NGO.

Two Odhikar leaders, Adilur Rahman
Khan and ASM Nasiruddin Elan, face
trumped-up criminal charges, with a ruling
delivered on 14 September 2023; the failure
to follow due process in the case has drawn
widespread condemnation.

In its resolution of 14 September
2023, the European Parliament:

- Expresses deep concern at the
deteriorating human rights
situation in Bangladesh; insists
that the Government of
Bangladesh (GoB) restore a safe
and enabling environment for
NGOs, HRDs, activists and
religious minorities and uphold
the country’s international
commitments, particularly under
the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights;

- Deplores the prison sentence
handed down on 14 September
2023 by the Cyber tribunal of
Dhaka against Odhikar’s
Secretary Adilur Rahman Khan
and Director ASM Nasiruddin
Elan; urges the GoB to
immediately and unconditionally
quash this sentence and reinstate
the registration of Odhikar, and to
ensure that civil society
organisations can access approved
foreign grants;

- Recalls that an Everything but
Arms (EBA) enhanced
engagement process remains
ongoing with Bangladesh owing
to its serious violations of
international conventions; is
concerned that the Odhikar case 1s
a regrettable step back, bearing
consequences as to whether EBA
preferences continue to apply to
Bangladesh.
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BELARUS

Ales Bialiatski,
Zmitser Salauyou,
Uladzimir
Labkovich,
Leanid
Sudalenka,
Tatsiana Lasitsa,
Andrzej Poczobut

Ales Bialiatski is a prominent human rights
defender, founder and chairman of the
Viasna Human Rights Centre and Nobel
Peace Prize and Sakharov Prize laureate,
who was arrested on 12 February 2022 and
was held in pre-trial detention. He was
imprisoned between 2011 and 2014 and
jailed again in 2021 in the wake of the
massive pro-democracy demonstrations that
followed the 2020 presidential elections. He
was sentenced to 10 years of imprisonment
in a politically motivated trial.

Zmitser Salauyou, and Uladzimir
Labkovich, fellow human rights defenders,
were respectively sentenced to 8 and 7 years
of imprisonment in politically motivated
trials in March 2021.

Leanid Sudalenka is a lawyer from the
Homiel branch of Viasna, and Tatsiana
Lasitsa is a Viasna volunteer, who were
respectively sentenced to three years and
two and a half years in prison later that year
in November.

Andrzej Poczobut is a journalist and a
member of the Union of Poles in Belarus,
who was arrested on 18 March 2021, and
later sentenced to three years in prison on
charges of ‘publicly insulting the President
of Belarus’ and ‘inciting ethnic hatred’; he
was sentenced to eight years in prison.

In its resolution of 15 March
2023, the European Parliament:

- Reminds the Belarusian
authorities of their obligations to
respect the human rights of all
Belarusian citizens, including the
rights to freedom of expression,
peaceful assembly, and
association;

- Insists on the need to ensure
fundamental freedoms and human
rights, the rule of law and a
functioning independent judiciary
in Belarus;

- Reiterates its call on the
Belarusian authorities to
immediately commute all death
sentences and establish an
immediate moratorium on the use
of the death penalty, as the first
step towards its full and
permanent abolition;

- Calls for an end to
discrimination against women and
vulnerable groups, including
persons belonging to minorities,
persons with disabilities and
LGBTQI persons.
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BELARUS

Viktar Babaryka
Maryia
Kalesnikava,
Maksim Znak,
Siarhei
Tsikhanouski,
Pavel Seviarynets,
Mikalai
Statkevich,
Andrzej
Poczobut,
Aliaksandr
Vikhor,

Dzianis
Kuzniatsou,
Vitold Ashurak,
Mikalai
Klimovich

Viktar Babaryka, a former presidential
candidate was sentenced to 14 years in
prison on politically motivated charges; was
also hospitalised with traces of beatings and
required surgery; whereas his lawyers and
family are being denied requests for
information or contact with him.

Opposition leaders Maryia Kalesnikava,
Maksim Znak, Siarhei Tsikhanouski,
Pavel Seviarynets and Mikalai
Statkevich, have been subjected to
complete isolation, with a total lack of
information about them.

The imprisonment of Andrzej Poczobut, a
Polish minority leader in Belarus, is an
example of the persecution of national
minorities in Belarus.

Prisoners do not receive timely medical
assistance or legal counsel; whereas there
are 1 500 political prisoners in Belarus and
Aliaksandr Vikhor, Dzianis Kuzniatsou,
Vitold Ashurak and Mikalai Klimovich
died in detention.

In its resolution of 11 May 2023,
the European Parliament:

- Urges the Belarusian authorities
to immediately cease the
mistreatment of Viktar Babaryka
and other political prisoners, and
to ensure proper medical
assistance and access to lawyers,
family, diplomats and
international organisations so that
they can assess their condition
and provide aid;

- Calls for the immediate and
unconditional release of Viktar
Babaryka and his son Eduard,
alongside Mariya Kalesnikava,
Maksim Znak, Siarhei
Tsikhanouski, Pavel Seviarynets,
Mikalai Statkevich, Raman
Pratasevich, Andrzej Poczobut,
Ales Bialiatski and all other
political prisoners in Belarus;

- Calls for the EU and the
Member States to develop a
targeted EU assistance
programme to help victims of
political repression, including by
improving asylum procedures and
providing temporary shelter in the
EU for those seeking political
refuge.
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CAMBODIA Kem Sokha is the former Cambodia | In its resolution of 16 March
National Rescue Party (CNRP) president, | 2023, the European Parliament:
Kem Sokha who was arrested in 2017 over accusations

of conspiracy to overthrow Prime Minister | - Calls for the immediate and

Hun Sen and held in arbitrary pre-trial | unconditional release of Kem

detention until his conditional release into | Sokha and all opposition officials

house arrest on 10 September 2018. Phnom | and activists convicted or

Penh Municipal Court sentenced Kem | detained on politically motivated

Sokha to 27 years in jail, which he is | charges;

temporarily allowed to serve under house

arrest, and indefinitely suspended his | - Urges the Cambodian authorities

political rights to vote and to stand for | to ensure free and fair elections in

election. July 2023, allowing all political
parties to carry out equal, free and
transparent electoral campaigns
under a more inclusive and
transparent national election
committee;
- Calls for the immediate
reinstatement of the CNRP for
participation in the 2023
elections;
- Urges the authorities to put an
end to all forms of harassment,
intimidation and politically
motivated criminal charges
against members of the
opposition, trade unionists, human
right defenders (HRDs), civil
society and media actors and for
the immediate reinstatement of
VOD.
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CHECHNYA

Zarema Musaeva

Zarema Musaeva is the wife of former
Chechen Supreme Court judge Saidi
Yangulbaev and mother of human rights

defender ~Abubakar and opposition
bloggers Ibrahim and Baysangur
Yangulbaev.

Zarema Musaeva’s three sons are vocal
critics of the Head of the Chechen Republic,
Ramzan Kadyrov, and his autocratic rule;
Kadyrov has publicly threatened to
‘eliminate’ the  Yangulbaev  family
members.

In its resolution of 5 October
2023, the European Parliament:

- Strongly condemns the
kidnapping and politically
motivated detention of Zarema
Musaeva and regards these as acts
of retaliation for her sons’
legitimate human rights work and
political views;

- Urges the Chechen authorities to
immediately and unconditionally
release Ms Musaeva, to provide
her with proper medical care and
to put an immediate end to all
harassment of civil society and
the opposition;

- Expresses its concern that
throughout the pre-trial and trial
proceedings against Musaeva,
human rights lawyers working on
the case, Aleksandr Nemov,
Aleksandr Savin, Natalia
Dobronravova and Alexandr
Karavaev, were targeted with
surveillance as a form of
intimidation;

- Strongly condemns the brutal
attack on 4 July 2023 against
lawyer Aleksandr Nemov and
journalist Elena Milashina and the
brutal repression of human rights
defenders and independent media,
including the cases of lawyers
Natalia Dobronravova, Sergey
Babinets and Oleg
Khabibrakhmanov; urges the
competent authorities to conduct a
transparent and thorough
investigation into these attacks
and to hold those responsible
accountable.
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EGYPT

Hisham Kassem

Hisham Kassem is an important liberal
voice in Egypt, publisher and advocate for
media freedom and the rule of law.

Ahead of the 2024 presidential elections, he
played a pivotal role in founding the Free
Current coalition of liberal opposition

parties and figures, criticising the
government’s economic and political
record.

He was detained on defamation and slander
charges for an online post criticising former
minister Abu Eita and refused to pay the
equivalent of EUR 150 for his bail. In
August 2023, he was arrested on similar
charges and, on 16 September 2023, he was
sentenced to six months in prison and fined
by the Cairo Economic Misdemeanours
Court; he appealed and the court postponed
his hearing to 7 October 2023.

His defence rights were not adequately
protected, his lawyers were not given access
to his case file before the trial and
authorities denied his right to a public
hearing and prevented the media and
diplomatic representatives from attending.

In its resolution of 5 October
2023, the European Parliament:

- Calls on the Egyptian authorities
to immediately and
unconditionally release Hisham
Kassem and drop all politically
motivated charges against him;

- Underlines the importance of
holding credible, free and fair
elections; urges authorities to stop
harassing peaceful opposition
figures such as aspiring
presidential candidate and former
member of parliament Ahmed El
Tantawy; expresses deep concern
over Egypt’s restrictive electoral
process; recalls that defamation
laws cannot be used to imprison
political opponents;

- Urges authorities to uphold the
rule of law, freedom of
expression, press, media and
association, and judicial
independence, to stop stifling
opposition voices through
arbitrary detention, digital
surveillance, enforced
disappearances and torture, to
immediately and unconditionally
release the tens of thousands of
prisoners arbitrarily detained for
peacefully expressing their
opinion, including Alaa Abdel
Fattah and 20 journalists, and to
lift online censorship against
independent media; welcomes the
limited release of unjustly
detained political prisoners like
Patrick Zaki.
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EQUATORIAL
GUINEA

Julio Obama
Mefuman,
Feliciano Efa
Mangue, Martin
Obiang Ondo
Mbasogo,
Bienvenido Ndong
Ono

Julio Obama Mefuman was a Spanish-
Equatoguinean citizen who was a member
of the Equatoguinean opposition movement
Movimiento para la Liberacion de Guinea
Ecuatorial Tercera Republic (MLGE3R).
He was kidnapped in South Sudan in late
2019 and flown to Equatorial Guinea on
Teodoro Obiang’s presidential plane.
Obama Mefuman was denied consular
assistance, tried without guarantees of a fair
trial and sentenced in March 2020 in
Equatorial Guinea to 60 years in prison, on
charges of terrorism and participation in an
alleged attempted coup against President
Obiang in 2017. He died on 15 January
2023 in Mongomo.

Julio Obama Mefuman and Feliciano Efa
Mangue are two Spanish-Equatoguinean
citizens and Martin Obiang Ondo
Mbasogo and Bienvenido Ndong Ono are
two Equatoguinean citizens that were also
members of the same opposition group and
were also kidnapped and imprisoned along
with Julio Obama Mefuman.

In its resolution of 16 February
2023, the European Parliament:

- Strongly condemns the death of
Spanish citizen Obama Mefuman
in custody and held the
Equatoguinean dictatorial regime
responsible;

- Calls for the repatriation of his
body and for the release of the
three remaining MLGE3R
members;

- Strongly condemns the
country’s barbaric repression of
human rights defenders and its
lack of democratic space for
political opponents and
government critics;

- Calls on the authorities in
Equatorial Guinea to urgently
comply with international human
rights law and to ensure that all
detainees are protected against
torture and ill-treatment, held in
humane conditions, judged in fair
trials and have access to their
families and lawyers.
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ESWATINI Thulani Maseko, was a prominent human | In its resolution of 16 February
rights and trade union lawyer and chairman | 2023, the European Parliament:
Thulani Maseko, | of Eswatini pro-democracy organisation the
Mthandeni Dube, | Multi-Stakeholder Forum, renowned for his | - Condemns the killing of Thulani
Mduduzi Bacede | efforts in advancing democracy, the rule of | Maseko;
Mabuza law, good governance and human rights,
who was killed at his home just hours after | - Condemns the widespread
King Mswati III made threats against | human rights violations in
members of Eswatini’s pro-democracy | Eswatini and called for the
movement on January 21, 2023. immediate release of all political
prisoners and an immediate end to
Mthandeni Dube and Mduduzi Bacede | the harassment, violence and
Mabuza are members of the Eswatini | pressure exercised against human
Parliament that have been in jail since July | rights defenders, trade unionists,
2021. pro-democracy activists and
politicians;
- Urges the authorities in Eswatini
to respect, promote and protect
human rights, including the
freedom of expression,
association and peaceful
assembly.
GEORGIA Mikheil Saakashvili is Georgia’s former | In its resolution of 15 February
president who was serving as head of | 2023, the European Parliament:
Mikheil Ukraine’s National Reform Council. He
Saakashvili was detained in October 2021 upon his | - Called on the European Council
return to Georgia following an eight-year | and the Commission to become
exile. He has been imprisoned ever since by | more actively involved in
the Georgian authorities based on politically | securing the release of former
motivated grounds and his health has | President Mikheil Saakashvili and
deteriorated in a very serious degree | enabling him to receive proper
throughout his imprisonment. medical treatment abroad,;
- Reiterated its call on the
Georgian authorities to release
former President Mikheil
Saakashvili and allow him to
receive proper medical treatment
abroad on humanitarian grounds
and as a way of reducing political
polarisation; emphasised that the
case of Mikheil Saakashvili
further highlights the importance
of implementing genuine reform
of the justice system.
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GEORGIA

Tamaz Ginturi

Tamaz Ginturi is a Georgian citizen killed
by the Russian occupying forces in the
village of Kirbali near the Administrative
Boundary Line.

Moreover, the Russian occupying forces
also abducted and then released Levan
Dotiashvili, following international
pressure.

Russian occupiers exercise impunity for the
brutal murder of internally displaced
Georgian citizens, including Archil
Tatunashvili, Giga Otkhozoria and Davit
Basharuli, and for the death of Irakli
Kvaratskhelia; others, like Irakli Beuba
remain imprisoned.

In 2018, the Georgian Government adopted
the ‘Otkhozoria-Tatunashvili List” of
individuals accused and convicted of
violating human rights in the occupied
regions.

In its resolution of 23 November
2023, the European Parliament:

- Strongly condemns the murder
of Tamaz Ginturi and the illegal
abduction of Levan Dotiashvili;
calls for a thorough investigation
into this and other murders;
demands that those responsible be
held accountable and brought to
justice;

- Reiterates its steadfast support
for Georgia’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity within its
internationally recognised
borders; strongly condemns
Russia’s illegal occupation of
Abkhazia and Tskhinvali
Region/South Ossetia and the
continued illegal ‘borderisation’
and ‘passportisation’ activities in
those regions; urges Russia to
fully implement the EU-mediated
ceasefire agreement of 12 August
2008 and unconditionally
withdraw all occupational forces.

HONK KONG

Jimmy Lai,
Albert Ho, Benny
Tai,

Chow Hang-
Tung,

Lee Cheuk-yan,
Joshua Wong,
Cyd Ho

Jimmy Lai has been detained since
February 2021 on trumped-up charges,
accused under the NSL of collusion with
foreign forces and of fraud. His trial started
in September 2023 and he faces a possible
life sentence. His British lawyer has been
refused permission to represent him at the
trial; several independent media outlets,
such as Apple Daily and Stand News, have
been forced to cease operations.

Jimmy Lai, Albert Ho, Benny Tai, Chow
Hang-Tung, Lee Cheuk-yan, Joshua
Wong and Cyd Ho are all political
prisoners who  remain  imprisoned
throughout a lengthy pre-trial detention
period in very difficult conditions, while
many of them have serious health
conditions.

In its 15 June 2023 resolution, the
European Parliament:

- Urges the Hong Kong
Government to immediately and
unconditionally release and drop
all charges against Jimmy Lai and
all the other pro-democracy
representatives and activists who
have exercised their freedom of
expression and basic and human
rights;

- Calls on the EEAS to adequately
support the EU Office to Hong
Kong in intensifying trial
observation, in coordination with
representations of EU Member
States and like-minded countries,
monitoring human rights by
releasing public statements, and
establishing a human rights focal
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point for human rights defenders
and raising their cases with the
authorities at all levels; calls on the
EU Office to request a prison visit;

- Condemns attempts by the
Chinese authorities to target Hong
Kong diaspora  communities
within the EU; reiterates its call on
all EU Member States to suspend
extradition treaties with the PRC
and Hong Kong.

IRAN

Jina Mahsa
Amini,

Peaceful
Protesters
Alireza Akbari,
Ahmadreza
Djalali,

Fariba Adelkhah,
Oliver
Candecasteele,
Cécile Kohler,
Benjamin Briére,
Mohammad
Ghobadlou

Jina Mahsa Amini, a 22-year old Kurdish
Iranian woman, was arrested in Tehran by
Iran’s ‘morality’ police for an alleged
failure to observe the mandatory veiling
law. She was brutally tortured and died on
16 September 2022 while in police custody;
whereas a proper investigation has not been
concluded.

Alireza Akbari, ex-deputy Iranian Defence
Minister, a holder of British and Iranian
dual nationality, was convicted of spying
for the United Kingdom in Iran, which he
denied, sentenced to death and executed.

Dr Ahmadreza Djalali, a Swedish-Iranian
national who specialises in emergency
medicine and is a scholar at Belgium’s Vrije
Universiteit Brussel and Italy’s Universita
del Piemonte Orientale, was arrested on 24
April 2016 by the Iranian security forces.
He was sentenced to death on spurious
espionage charges in October 2017
following a grossly unfair trial based on a
confession extracted under torture. The
sentence was upheld by Iran’s Supreme
Court on 17 June 2018.

Fariba Adelkhah a Franco-Iranian
researcher was arrested in June 2019 and
sentenced to five years in prison for
‘undermining national security’.

Olivier Vandecasteele, a Belgian national,
was sentenced to a total of 40 years in prison
and dozens of lashes on the basis of a series

In its 19 January 2023 resolution,
the European Parliament:

- Urges the authorities of the
Islamic Republic to ensure the
immediate and unconditional
release of all protesters sentenced
to death, including Mohammed
Boroughani, Mohammad
Ghobadlou, Hamid Ghare
Hassanlou, Mahan Sadrat Marani,
Hossein Mohammadi,
Manouchehr Mehman Navaz,
Sahand Nourmohammad-Zadeh,
Saman Seydi, Reza Arya, Saleh
Mirhashemi Baltaghi, Saeed
Yaqoubi Kordafli, Javad Rouhi,
Arshia Takdastan and Mehdi
Mohammadifard; strongly
condemns the fact that the
criminal proceedings and the
death penalty have been
weaponised by the Iranian regime
to stamp out dissent and to punish
people for exercising their basic
rights; calls on the Islamic
Republic to review its legal code
and eliminate moharebeh (‘enmity
against God’) and mofsed-e-filarz
(‘corruption on earth’) as
punishable offences;

- Calls on the Iranian regime to
allow for an international,
impartial and effective
investigation into the regime’s
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of fabricated allegations. The sentence was
handed down after Belgium’s highest court
suspended a controversial bilateral treaty on
prisoner exchanges that would have allowed
Iranian  diplomat Assadollah  Assadi,
convicted of attempted terrorism in
Belgium, to be sent back to the Islamic
Republic of Iran in return for Olivier
Vandecasteele’s freedom.

Cécile Kohler, a teacher and trade unionist,
and her partner Jacques Paris, as well as
Benjamin Briére, who were arrested in
May 2020 and sentenced to eight years and
eight months in prison for ‘espionage.’

human rights abuses, including
Jina Mahsa Amini’s killing, the
killing of hundreds of protesters,
and torture and ill-treatment
suffered by those arbitrarily
detained, to be conducted by an
independent competent authority
in cooperation with international
organisations;

- Urges the immediate release of
all individuals detained for their
involvement in peaceful
demonstrations, and all political
prisoners; calls for targeted
restrictive measures to be
imposed under Regulation (EU)
No 359/2011 on all judges issuing
sentences against protesters;

-Demands that the Iranian regime
release all human rights
defenders; asks the Iranian regime
to cease targeting all human rights
defenders in Iran and to
guarantee, in all circumstances,
their ability to carry out their
legitimate human rights activities
without fear of reprisals and free
from all restrictions, including
judicial harassment;

-Urges the Iranian authorities to
immediately release all EU
nationals arrested and drop all
charges against them; strongly
condemns the sentencing of
Belgian national and non-
governmental organisation (NGO)
staffer, Olivier Vandecasteele, to
40 years in prison, 74 lashes, and
a fine amounting to EUR 1
million on fabricated espionage
charges, and the continued
imprisonment of, and death
sentence issued against, Swedish
national Ahmadreza Djalali, as
well as the Islamic Republic’s
cynical use of hostage diplomacy
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to force the release of convicted
terrorist Asadollah Asadi; calls
for the immediate and
unconditional release and safe
repatriation of Ahmadreza Djalali
and Olivier Vandecasteele and the
seven French citizens still
detained in Iran including Cécile
Kohler; condemns in the strongest
terms the execution in Iran of
Iranian-British national Alireza
Akbari.

MOROCCO

Omar Radi,
Taoufik
Bouachrine,
Soulaimane
Raissouni, Ignacio
Cembrero, Maati
Monjib, Nasser
Zefzafi

Omar Radi is an independent investigative
journalist, who covered Hirak protests and
state corruption scandals, and who has been
detained since July 2020 and has been
sentenced to six years in prison on trumped-
up charges of espionage, as well as on rape
charges in July 2021.

Taoufik Bouachrine and Soulaimane
Raissouni are journalists, who have been
detained and sentenced in prison for sexual
offences.

Ignacio Cembrero and Maati Monjib are
also among the journalists who have been
under digital surveillance, been intimidated
and judicially harassed, and/or sentenced to
long prison sentences.

Nasser Zefzafi is 2018 Sakharov Prize
finalist and currently he is a political
prisoner.

In its resolution of 19 January
2023, the European Parliament:

- Urges the Moroccan authorities
to respect freedom of expression
and media freedom, guarantee
imprisoned journalists and
political prisoners a fair trial with
all due process guarantees, secure
their immediate provisional
release and cease the harassment
of all journalists, their lawyers
and families, and to fulfil their
international human rights
obligations in line with the EU-
Morocco Association Agreement;

- Urges the Moroccan authorities
to end their surveillance of
journalists, including via NSO’s
Pegasus spyware, and to enact
and implement legislation to
protect them; urges Member
States to stop exporting
surveillance technology to
Morocco, in line with the Dual-
Use Regulation.

MYANMAR

Members of the
NLD
Journalists

Forty political parties in Myanmar were
dissolved, including the National League
for Democracy (NLD), as they did not
register in accordance with the regime’s
Political Parties Registration Law.

Since January 2022, the junta had
imprisoned hundreds of members of the
NLD, some of whom have died in detention.

In its resolution of 11 May 2023,
the European Parliament:

- Urges the junta to immediately
and unconditionally release all
political prisoners; calls for an
immediate end to the unlawful
state of emergency and the
indiscriminate use of force, the
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restoration of the civilian
government, the re-establishment
of a path towards democracy and
the swift opening of parliament
with the participation of all
elected representatives;

- Urges the international
community to coordinate and use
all available political avenues to
work with the Association of
South East Asian Nations
(ASEAN) and other regional
actors to overcome the crisis,
including significantly increasing
support for the National Unity
Government (NUG) and
democratic opposition groups,
working towards instituting a
global arms embargo on
Myanmar and referring the
country to the International
Criminal Court.

NIGER

President
Mohamed
Bazoum

Mohamed Bazoum is the democratically
elected President of Niger, who was
illegally arrested, together with his wife and
son, on 26 July 2023 following a military
coup led by General Abdourahamane
Tchiani.

President Bazoum and his family have been
imprisoned in his residence in unfavourable
conditions ever since, without sufficient
food or electricity and limited access to
medical care.

The unlawful imprisonment of President
Bazoum and his family is aimed at
pressuring him to resign; the military junta,
that dissolved the elected government, has
announced that it will prosecute President
Bazoum for  ‘high  treason” and
‘undermining state security’, offences
which may carry the death penalty.

In its resolution of 23 November
2023, the European Parliament:

- Strongly condemns the military
coup of 26 July 2023; calls for the
immediate and unconditional
release of President Bazoum and
his family, and all those
arbitrarily detained, and for the
charges against him to be
dropped;

- Demands the immediate
reinstatement of democratically
elected Mohamed Bazoum as
President of Niger and the
immediate restoration of
constitutional order.
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NIGERIA

Yahaya Sharif-
Aminu

Nigerian singer Yahaya Sharif-Aminu
was brought before an upper Sharia court in
Kano State, where he was tried without
legal representation and sentenced to death
by hanging for alleged blasphemy in a song
he composed and shared on social media
containing allegedly derogatory comments
regarding the Prophet Muhammad.

In its resolution on 20 April 2023,
the European Parliament:

- Urges the Nigerian authorities to
immediately and unconditionally
release Yahaya Sharif-Aminu,
drop all charges against him and
guarantee his due process rights;
calls for the release of Rhoda
Jatau, Mubarak Bala and others
who face blasphemy allegations;

- Urges the Nigerian authorities to
uphold human rights throughout
the country by ensuring that
federal, state and Sharia law do
not deny Nigerians protection
under the national Constitution
and international conventions;
urges the Nigerian authorities to
repeal the blasphemy laws at
federal and state level;

- Urges the Nigerian Government
to tackle the impunity
surrounding blasphemy
accusations.

RUSSIA

Alexei Navalny,
Dmitry Ivanov,
Vladimir Kara-
Murza, Ioann
Kurmoyarov,
Viktoria Petrova,
Maria
Ponomarenko,
Aleksandra
Skochilenko,
Dmitry Talantov,
Aleksei Gorinov,

Alexei Navalny is a prominent Russian
political figure and laureate of the 2021
Sakharov Prize, who was poisoned with a
Novichok nerve agent by the Kremlin
regime, has been detained since 17 January
2021 and is currently incarcerated in a
penal colony.

Dmitry Ivanov, Vladimir Kara-Murza,
Ioann Kurmoyarov, Viktoria Petrova,
Maria Ponomarenko, Aleksandra
Skochilenko, Dmitry Talantov, Aleksei
Gorinov, Ilya Yashin are other political
prisoners in Russia that been prosecuted

In its resolution of 16 February
2023, the European Parliament:

- Calls for the release of Navalny
and all other political prisoners in
Russia who have been prosecuted
solely for their association with
Navalny, their opposition to the
war of aggression against Ukraine
or under Article 207.3 of the
Russian Criminal Code;

- Urges the Council to adopt
restrictive measures against those

Ilya Yashin solely for their association with Navalny. responsible for arbitrary
prosecutions and torture against
anti-war protesters.

RR\1292606EN.docx 53/70 PE751.673v02-00

EN




RUSSIA

Alexei Navalny,
Vladimir Kara-
Murza, Ilya
Yashin, Alexei
Gorinov and
others,

Alexei Navalny, a prominent Russian
political figure and laureate of the
Sakharov Prize 2021, remains incarcerated
in a penal colony where he has been
subject to ill treatment, including torture,
arbitrary punishment and psychological
pressure.

Vladimir Kara-Murza, a Russo-British
journalist and opposition activist, was
sentenced on 17 April 2023 to 25 years in
prison for criticising Vladimir Putin’s
regime and its war of aggression against
Ukraine.

In its resolution of 20 April 2023,
the European Parliament:

- Strongly condemns the
politically motivated conviction
of Vladimir Kara-Murza by the
Russian authorities and demands
his and Alexei Navalny’s
immediate and unconditional
release, as well as the release of
all other political prisoners;

- Expresses serious concerns
about the rapid deterioration of
Vladimir Kara-Murza’s and
Alexei Navalny’s health and
reminds Russia of its international
obligations, in particular
regarding their access to medical
treatment, lawyers and
communication with their
families;

- Urges the Council to adopt
tough sanctions under the EU’s
global human rights sanctions
regime (the EU’s Magnitsky Act)
against Russian judges,
prosecutors and other individuals
responsible for arbitrary
prosecutions, detentions and
torture in the context of politically
motivated trials;

- Urges the EU and the UK to
coordinate efforts to secure
Vladimir Kara-Murza’s release.
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RUSSIA Tihran Ohannisian and Mykyta In its 15 June 2023 resolution, the
Khanhanov, born in 2006, were charged European Parliament:
Tihran by the Russian Federation on 24 May
Ohannisian, 2023, with allegedly planning sabotage on | - Demands the immediate
Mykyta the Berdiansk railway; whereas they face termination of the proceedings
Khanhanov up to 20 years’ imprisonment under Article | and dismissal of all charges
281 of the Russian Criminal Code and against Ohannisian and
have not received proper legal assistance; | Khanhanov and their immediate
release; calls on the International
Ohannisian and Khanhanov’s prosecution | Committee of the Red Cross to
followed months of brutal interrogation by | facilitate their safe return to
the Russian authorities, which started on Ukraine-controlled territory; calls
30 September 2022 and included on the UN Special Representative
subjecting these minors to beatings and of the Secretary-General on
electroshock torture aimed at eliciting Violence Against Children to
confessions, along with harassment of their | investigate; calls for those behind
families. the prosecution to be added to the
EU sanctions list; calls for the
release of all Ukrainian citizens
unlawfully detained by Russia;
- Condemns Russia’s deliberate
targeting of Ukrainian children
through measures including
forcible transfers within
Ukrainian territory temporarily
occupied by Russia, unlawful
deportations to Russia and
Belarus, illegal adoptions and
attempts to impose ‘re-education’;
reiterates its call on the
Commission and the Council to
adopt an EU-Ukraine child
protection package for children
fleeing or affected by the war.
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SUDAN

Children trapped
by fighting

Sudanese military and the Rapid Support
Force continue to pursue a violent power
struggle, violating international
humanitarian law.

The ensuing violence has killed thousands
of innocent civilians, displaced more than
1.2 million and forced nearly 500 000 to
flee to neighbouring countries, threatening
stability in the region.

More than 13,6 million children in Sudan
urgently need humanitarian assistance;
whereas before the current crisis, around 3
million children suffered from
malnutrition, whereas 70 children have
died of malnourishment, dehydration and
infections at Mygoma orphanage in
Khartoum.

In its 15 June 2023 resolution, the
European Parliament:

- Calls on all sides to immediately
cease all military action, allow
unrestricted humanitarian access
and return to talks on a negotiated
peace agreement; fully supports
all regional and international
efforts for a peaceful solution;
welcomes all regional and
international mediation efforts in
Jeddah and Addis Ababa and by
the Inter-Governmental Authority
on Development;

- Calls for the EU and its Member
States to ensure that a permanent
ceasefire agreement is followed
by a process of democratic reform
to establish the long-promised
civilian government, to which all
actors, including the militaries,
have committed; calls for them to
urgently consider targeted
sanctions against those
responsible for human rights
abuses through the EU Global
Human Rights Sanctions Regime;

- Calls for the EU and its Member
States to stand ready to provide
immediate support and
humanitarian assistance to those
impacted by the conflict,
including internally displaced
persons and those seeking refuge
in other countries, including by
providing emergency travel
documentation.
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TUNISIA

Noureddine
Boutar, Chaima
Issa, Issam
Chebbi, Ghazi
Chaouachi,
Khayam Turki,
Jaouhar Ben
Mbarek, Salah
Attia, Khalifa
Gasmi

Noureddine Boutar is a journalist and
director of Tunisia’s largest independent
radio station who was arrested by counter-
terrorist units on politically motivated
grounds and unfounded allegations.

Chaima Issa, Issam Chebbi, Ghazi
Chaouachi, Khayam Turki, Jaouhar
Ben Mbarek, Salah Attia, Khalifa Gasmi
are journalists and trade unionists that have
been arrested on similar unfounded
grounds.

In its resolution of 16 March
2023, the European Parliament:

- Urges the Tunisian authorities to
release Noureddine Boutar and all
others who have been arbitrarily
detained, including journalists,
judges, lawyers, political activists
and trade unionists such as Anis
Kaabi, and to respect freedom of
expression and association as well
as trade unions’ and workers’
rights, in line with Tunisia’s
Constitution and international
treaties, including ILO
conventions;

- Condemns the criminalisation of
international trade union
solidarity, as a blatant attack on
UGTT and global trade unionism.

VENEZUELA

Maria Corina
Machado,
Leopoldo Lopez,
Henrique
Capriles,

Freddy Superlano

Maria Corina Machado, Leopoldo
Lopez, Henrique Capriles and Freddy
Superlano are prominent political figures
in Venezuela, who have been disqualified
for 15 years.

In its resolution of 13 July 2023,
the European Parliament:

- Strongly condemns the arbitrary
and unconstitutional decision to
prevent Maria Corina Machado,
Leopoldo Lopez, Henrique
Capriles and Freddy Superlano,
among other candidates, from
running for election, and the
Maduro regime’s interference in
the electoral process;

- Calls for an independent
nomination procedure for CNE
appointments;

- Calls for the EU to support a
return to democracy in Venezuela
and to press the Venezuelan
regime to release all political
prisoners.
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ANNEX II:

LIST OF SAKHAROV PRIZE LAUREATES AND FINALISTS IMPRISONED AND
DEPRIVED OF LIBERTY

Year of Name and forename Laureate | Country | Situation Length of | Start date of
Sakharov / Finalist (Detention / house | prison detention
Prize arrest / temporarily | sentence
award released)
2021 Alexei Navalny Laureate | Russia Detention 35+9+ Last detained
19 years 17.02.21, last
sentenced 04.08.23
2020 Siarhei Tsikhanouski Laureate | Belarus Detention 18 years Detained 29.05.20,
sentenced 14.12.21
Maryia Kalesnikava Laureate Detention 11 years Detained 07.09.20,
sentenced 06.09.21
Mikola Statkevich Laureate Detention 14 years Last detained
31.05.20, last
sentenced 14.12.21
Ales Bialiatski Laureate Detention 10 years Last detained
15.07.21, last
sentenced 03.03.23
2020 Porfirio Sorto Cedillo, Finalists | Honduras | Detention Unknown | 1 September 2019,
José Avelino Cedillo, released on
Orbin Naun Hernandez, 24 February 2022,
Kevin Alejandro Romero, after a ruling by the
Arnold Javier Aleman, Supreme Court of
Ever Alexander Cedillo, Honduras
Daniel Marquez and
Jeremias Martinez Diaz
2019 Ilham Tohti Laureate | China Detention Unknown | 23 September 2014
2018 Nasser Zefzafi Finalist Morocco | Detention 20 years 5 April 2019
2017 Dawit Isaak Finalist Eritrea Incommunicado Unknown | 23 September 2001
detention
2015 Raif Badawi Laureate | Saudi Released on 11 March | 10 years First sentenced on
Arabia 2022, still under a 10- 17/12/2012, but
year travel ban announced on
30/3/2013
2012 Nasrin Sotoudeh Laureate | Iran Detention, on 38 years 6 March 2019
temporary medical (most recent)
furlough since July
2021, arrested again
29/10/2023 and
released 15/11/2023
Jafar Panahi Laureate | Iran Detained in 2022, 6 years compelled in July
released on 2022 to serve a 10-
3/2/2023 after years old prison
hunger strike sentence
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2011 Razan Zaitouneh Laureate | Syria Kidnapped in 2013. 9 December 2013
Presumptions of
detention and death.
2009 Memorial - Oleg Orlov Laureate | Russia Fined on Investigation from
11/10/2023 the March 2023, trial
equivalent of EUR started on 8/6/23.
1520 and released Released, under
travel ban.
Memorial as legal
entity liquidated in
Jan. 2022.
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ANNEX III:

LIST OF RESOLUTIONS

List of resolutions adopted by the European Parliament since December 2022 and related
directly or indirectly to human rights violations in the world

Date of
Country/Region adoption in Title
plenary
Africa
On media freedom and freedom of
Algeria+ 11.05.2023 expression in Algeria — the case of
journalist IThsane EL-Kadi
Military Junta crackdown on
Chad-+ 15.12.2022 peaceful demonstrations in Chad
Egypt, in particular the sentencing of
Egypt 05.10.2023 Hisham Kassem
Situation of journalists in Morocco,
Morocco + 19.01.2023 notably the case of Omar Radi
) The unlawful detention of President
Niger 23.11.2023 Mohamed Bazoum in Niger
The risk of the death penalty and the
Nigeria+ 20.04.2023 execution of singer Yahaya Sharif-
Aminu for blasphemy in Nigeria
On the humanitarian situation in
Sudan+ 15.06.2023 Sudan, in particular the death of
children trapped by fighting
Americas
Brazil+ 19.01.2023 The stormmg of th§ Brazilian
democratic institutions
State of the EU-Cuba PDCA in the
Cuba 12.07.2023 light of the recent visit of the High
Representative to the island
Guatemala: the situation after the
Guatemala 14.09.2023 elections, the rule of law and judicial
independence
Nicaragua 15.06.2023 On the situation in Nicaragua
Venezuelat 13.07.2023 On the political disqualifications in
Venezuela
Asia
On the crackdown on the right to
Afohanistant 20.04.2023 education and education rights
g U activists in Afghanistan, including
the case of Matiullah Wesa
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0198_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0198_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0198_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0446_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0446_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0351_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0351_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0014_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0014_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0430_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0430_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0116_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0116_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0116_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0241_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0241_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0241_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0013_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0013_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0280_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0280_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0280_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0322_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0322_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0322_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0248_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0288_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0288_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0114_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0114_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0114_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0114_EN.html

Human rights situation in
Afghanistan, in particular the

Afghanistan 05.10.2023 -
persecution of former government
officials
Human rights situation in
Bangladesh 14.09.2023 Bangladesh, notably the case of
Odhikar
Chinese government crackdown on
China+ 15.12.2022 the peaceful protests across the
People’s Republic of China
On the deterioration of fundamental
Hong Kong 15.06.2023 freedoms in Hong Kong, notably the
case of Jimmy Lai
India 13.07.2023 On India, the situation in Manipur
Iran+t 19.01.2023 EU responsp to the protests and
executions in Iran
Iran: in particular the poisoning of
Iran 16.03.2023 hundreds of schoolgirls
Latest attacks against women and
women's rights defenders in Iran, and
Iran 23.11.2023 Iran's arbitrary detention of EU
nationals
Crackdown on the media and
Kyrgyzstan 13.07.2023 freedom of expression in Kyrgyzstan
Myanmar 11.05.2023 On Mvanmgr, notg‘plv the 41ssolut10n
of democratic political parties
Uzbekistan 04.10.2023 Uzbekistan
Europe and Eastern Partnership countries
) .. Humanitarian consequences of the
Armenia/Azerbaijan+ 19.01.2023 blockade in Nagorno-Karabakh
Situation in Nagorno-Karabakh after
Armenia/Azerbaijan 05.10.2023 Azerbaijan’s attack and the
continuing threats against Armenia
Azerbaijan 15.03.2023 EU-Azerbaijan relations
Azerbaijan 14.09.2023 The case of Dr Gubad Ibadoghlu,
imprisoned in Azerbaijan
On Belarus: the inhumane treatment
Belarus+ 11.05.2023 and hospitalisation of prominent
opposition leader Viktar Babaryka
Belarus 13.09.2023 Relations with Belarus
Chechnya 05.10.2023 The case of Zarema Musaeva in
Chechnya
Annual implementing report on the
Georgia 14.12.2022 EU association agreement with
Georgia
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0349_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0349_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0349_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0349_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0324_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0324_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0324_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0445_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0445_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0445_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0242_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0242_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0242_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0289_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0016_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0016_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0083_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0083_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0429_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0429_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0429_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0429_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0290_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0290_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0200_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0200_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0346_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0012_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0012_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0356_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0356_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0356_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0082_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0323_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0323_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0199_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0199_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0199_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0321_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0350_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0350_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0442_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0442_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0442_EN.html

Georgia

23.11.2023

The killing of Tamaz Ginturi, a
Georgian citizen, by Russia’s
occupying forces in Georgia

Hungary

01.06.2023

On the breaches of the Rule of Law
and fundamental rights in Hungary
and frozen EU funds

Moldova

19.04.2023
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15.12.2022

90 vears after Holodomor:
Recognising the mass killing through
starvation as genocide

Russia
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The case of human rights defender
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07.11.2023

LETTER OF THE COMMITTEE ON WOMEN'S RIGHTS AND GENDER EQUALITY

Mr David McAllister

Chair

Committee on Foreign Affairs
BRUSSELS

Subject:  Opinion on Human rights and democracy in the world and the European Union’s
policy on the matter — annual report 2023 (2023/2118(INI))

Dear Mr Chair,

Under the procedure referred to above, the Committee on Women's Rights and Gender
Equality has been asked to submit an opinion to your committee. By written procedure of 13
July 2023, the committee decided to send the opinion in the form of a letter.

The Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality considered the matter at its meeting
of 7 November!. At that meeting, it decided to call on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a
resolution.

Yours sincerely,

Robert Biedron

! The following were present for the final vote: Isabella Adinolfi, Laura Ballarin Cereza, Robert Biedron, Maria
da Graga Carvalho, Rosa Estaras Ferragut, Sean Kelly, Arba Kokalari, Alice Kuhnke, Radka Maxova, Karen
Melchior, Johan Nissinen, Maria Noichl, Sirpa Pietikdinen, Samira Rafaela, Evelyn Regner, Diana Riba i Giner,
Sylwia Spurek, Eleni Stavrou, Hilde Vautmans, Angelika Winzig, Elzbieta Katarzyna Lukacijewska
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SUGGESTIONS

l. Condemns the continuous backsliding of human rights, including women’s rights and
gender equality, with women journalists, activists and human rights defenders,
including SRHR defenders, being particularly under threat and consistently targeted;
denounces the severe human rights violation in Afghanistan since the Taliban takeover
of the country, especially the policy of gender apartheid seeking to oppress women and
girls’ rights; condemns Iran’s Parliament for passing a draconian new legislation that
imposes harsher penalties on women who breach hijab rules; reiterates its unwavering
support for the Woman, Life, Freedom Movement in Iran; further notes that respect for
human rights is necessary for a democracy to function; reiterates its call for the full
implementation of GAP III and for gender equality and women and girls empowerment
policies becoming a priority in EU external relations, bilaterally and in multilateral fora;
emphasizes that respect for fundamental rights and freedoms must be an indispensable
part of the EU accession process; emphasizes that human rights, democracy and the rule
of law are interdependent and EU values must be fully respected by all EU Member
States; underlines the need for the EU to uphold fundamental rights, with a special focus
on its external dimension, in order to be a trustworthy actor in European and global
external relations, including for women and LGBTI people; in this regard, emphasizes
that anti-gender, anti-democratic and homophobic initiatives are on the rise in Member
States; stresses that LGBTI-free zones introduced in Poland in 2019, and homophobic
murders in Slovakia have no place in our union and calls on populist parties within those
respective Member States to respect the dignity of the individual through tolerance;
notes the increasing backsliding in sexual and reproductive health and rights, which are
fundamental rights, and emphasizes that the attacks on SRHR are an established tactic
of anti-democratic actors to further erode rights and freedoms in the European Union
and internationally;

2. Stresses that women and girls, including LGBTI persons, are more vulnerable in
conflicts; condemns Russia’s unprovoked and illegal war against Ukraine and it’s
disproportionate consequences for women and girls; recognises the courage of women
Ukrainian soldiers and women who provide non-combat support, making up a second
line of defence on the ground; calls for Russia to be held accountable for all breaches of
human rights against women and girls, including but not limited to, all accounts of
gender-based violence such as sexual violence and rape; calls to ensure that all victims
have access to justice;

3. Strongly condemns all forms of gender-based violence and calls for decisive action to
put an end to sexual violence as a weapon of war, to protect and help victims and to
increase their access to justice; notes that in line with UN SCR 1820 (2008), rape and
other forms of sexual violence can constitute a war crime, a crime against humanity, or
a constitutive act with respect to genocide; calls upon Member States to comply with
their obligations for prosecuting persons responsible for such acts and stresses the
importance of ending impunity; notes with concern the use of female genital mutilation,
child and forced marriages, honour violence, ‘morality policing’ and trafficking of
women and girls; welcomes the EU accession to the Istanbul Convention and
encourages all countries in Europe to implement it; stresses the importance of
identifying gender-based violence as an area of crime under Article 83(1) TFEU and
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reiterates that rape on the basis of lack of consent needs to be criminalised under EU
law;

Stresses that women and girls from ethnic, religious and belief minorities are even more
vulnerable to gender-based violence and discrimination; highlights the persistent
discrimination of LGBTI+ people and calls on the EU and its Member States to
unequivocally condemn any stigmatisation, hate crimes and hate speech, persecution,
so called “conversion therapies”, intersex genital mutilation, corrective rape and all
forms of violence;

Stresses that SRHR are human rights and must be upheld by EU Member States, in line
with international human rights standards, and is deeply concerned about global
backsliding on gender equality and SRHR, including in the EU; condemns the decision
of October 2020 of the Polish Constitutional Tribunal and the decision of the Hungarian
Government to force those seeking abortion to listen to a foetal heartbeat and calls for
their immediate reversal; emphasizes the importance of setting a leading example and
reiterates its calls to enshrine the right to legal and safe abortion in the EU Charter of
Fundamental Rights; calls on the EU to prioritize access to SRHR as part of the
promotion of human rights and achievement of the sustainable development goals; calls
for support for human rights defenders and civil society organisations engaged in
promoting and facilitating access to SRHR, whose work is threatened by shrinking civil
society space; highlights the need for a gender sensitive humanitarian aid so that it can
reach those most vulnerable in need; calls for universal access to SRHR services, and
for accessibility of SRHR health centres in particular, including comprehensive family
planning, contraception and unbiased information, antenatal, childbirth and postnatal
care, as well as HIV care, including PEP/PREP medication; reaffirms that the denial of
quality comprehensive sexual and reproductive health, rights and services is a form of
gender-based violence; emphasizes that women and girls need continued access to
sexual and reproductive health services throughout conflict and displacement, including
access to safe delivery, family planning services, legal and safe abortion or the clinical
management of rape; calls for funds to be made available for the provision of essential
and life-saving sexual and reproductive health services, in line with the UN Minimum
Initial Services Package; condemns other continued attempts to stigmatise and reduce
access to sexual and reproductive healthcare; condemns all threats, attacks and
punishments of activists helping women to access contraception or abortion, such as the
condemnation of Justyna Wydrzynska in Poland in March 2023;

Highlights the importance of ensuring access to quality education for girls and ensuring
equal opportunities, as a precondition of women’s empowerment and full enjoyment of
their rights; reiterates the importance of age-appropriate, evidence-based
comprehensive sexuality education, both within and beyond the EU, to eradicate gender
stereotypes and harmful societal norms; notes that comprehensive education, including
but not limited to scientific education such as STEM subjects, is important for obtaining
skills, decent work and the jobs of the future, as well as for breaking down gender
stereotypes and biases.
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ANNEX: LIST OF ENTITIES OR PERSONS
FROM WHOM THE RAPPORTEUR HAS RECEIVED INPUT

The following list is drawn up under the exclusive responsibility of the rapporteur. The
rapporteur has received input from the following entities or persons in the preparation of the
opinion, until the adoption thereof in committee:

Entity and/or person
The rapporteur declares that she did not receive input from any entity or person.

Rapporteur: Arba Kokalari
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