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DG Communication is continuously monitoring public opinion by conducting regular
Eurobarometer surveys in all 28 EU Member States. This newsletter aims at providing general
public with the most recent Eurobarometer data on key topics of this week’s plenary
agenda.

Although this service cannot be fully exhaustive, as not all items on the plenary agenda have
been the subject of a recent Eurobarometer survey, we can offer fresh survey data on the
following items of the plenary session:

e Preparation of the European Council meeting of 13 and 14 December 2018

e Debate on the UK’s withdrawal from the European Union

e Debate on the results of the Eurogroup and preparation of the EURO summit
e ‘Future of Europe’: Debate with the President of Cyprus, Nicos Anastasiades

e Annual report on human rights and democracy in the world 2017 and the
European Union’s policy on the matter / Award of the Sakharov Prize

o European Foreign, Security and Defence Policy (Art 36 TEU)
e EU-Japan economic Partnership Agreement
¢ Findings and recommendations of the Special Committee on Terrorism

Parliament’s Eurobarometer surveys cover a wide range of issues. They focus primarily on the
European citizens’ knowledge of the European Parliament and their perceptions of the EU and
its main policy challenges. Expectations in view of the European elections, of the European
Parliament and the European integration in general also form part of the face-to-face interviews
conducted with more than 27.000 respondents. Together with the Eurobarometer surveys
conducted by the European Commission, the data available allows for a detailed and up-to-
date insight into citizens’ opinions, expectations and perceptions.

For more information on the topics covered in this edition, please contact:
Philipp M. Schulmeister

Head of Unit

Public Opinion Monitoring Unit

public.opinion.monitoring@ep.europa.eu



Preparation of the European Council meeting

13 and 14 December 2018

Members will discuss their priorities for the 13-14 December European Council on Tuesday morning.
Migration, Multiannual Financial Framework, Single market and External relations are expected to
feature on the summit’s agenda.

Less than one year ahead of the European elections, the European Parliament Eurobarometer
survey: ‘Delivering on Europe’, published mid-September, explored how citizens view current EU
action and in which areas they want to see ‘more Europe’ than today. The report compares the 2018
results in an array of fifteen policy areas with results from 2016 - painting a picture of increasing
awareness of ‘EU delivery’ with citizens and, at the same time, a clear wish for more EU action in the
future.

Terrorism, unemployment and the protection of the environment are the three policy areas where,
on EU average, more than three-quarters of respondents call for more EU action in the future
(respectively 77%, 76% and 75%). These three policy fields were and remain the citizens’ top
priorities for European intervention.
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For more detailed information: Eurobarometer 85.1 (June 2016) and Eurobarometer 89.2 (April 2018)

Yet, how to go about it? European citizens are of two minds when it comes to the pace and method
of further EU integration: 44% of respondents would agree with certain Member States moving
ahead ‘without waiting for the other EU Member States'.


https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2018/2871(RSP)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/be-heard/eurobarometer/delivering-on-europe-citizens-views-on-current-and-future-eu-action
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/be-heard/eurobarometer/delivering-on-europe-citizens-views-on-current-and-future-eu-action
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/be-heard/eurobarometer/delivering-on-europe-citizens-views-on-current-and-future-eu-action
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/be-heard/eurobarometer/delivering-on-europe-citizens-views-on-current-and-future-eu-action

While this is the same result as in 2016, we measure a slight increase by 2 percentage points to 43%
(compared to 2016) of respondents who would rather think it better ‘to wait for all Member States to
be ready’ before enhancing the development of a common European policy in certain important
areas.

80-QA28 When it comes to the EU's activities, some Member States are ready to enhance the development of a common European policy in
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For more detailed information: Eurobarometer 89.2 - One Year before the European Elections (April 2018)


http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/be-heard/eurobarometer/eurobarometer-2018-democracy-on-the-move
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For more detailed information: Eurobarometer 89.2 - One Year before the European Elections (April 2018)


http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/be-heard/eurobarometer/eurobarometer-2018-democracy-on-the-move

! Debate on the UK’s withdrawal from the European Union

One day after the planned vote on the negotiated withdrawal agreement in the British Parliament,
Members will debate the outcome of this vote, its consequences and the state of play of Brexit on
Wednesday morning.

According to the latest European Parliament Eurobarometer survey: ‘Taking up the challenge’,
published in October 2018, the share of respondents believing that their country’s membership in

the EU is a good thing reaches its highest value since 1992 (62%, +2 since April 2018).

On a national basis, EU membership is increasingly perceived as positive in 18 EU countries, reaching
or exceeding the 75% threshold in Luxembourg (87%), Ireland (85%) Germany (81%), Netherlands
(78%), Sweden (77%) and Denmark (75%). Support for EU membership decreases in seven countries,
mainly in Romania by 10 points to 49%, with a negative view increasing by 7 points to 21%.

@ Generally speaking, do you think that (OUR COUNTRY)'s membership of the EU is...? (%)
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For more detailed information: Parlemeter 2018 : Taking up the challenge (September 2018)

Moreover, a bit more than two years after the UK referendum and a few months ahead of the Art.50
deadline which would require the UK to leave the EU, Parlemeter 2018 puts citizens’ views on Brexit
in perspective by asking their opinion should a similar referendum to leave the EU be held in their
own country. The positive attitude towards the European Union is clearly reflected there: With a
convincingly broad majority of 66% Europeans would vote for their country to remain a member of
the EU. Only 17% would vote to leave, with 17 % showing as undecided.


http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=AGENDA&reference=20181212&secondRef=SIT&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/be-heard/eurobarometer/parlemeter-2018-taking-up-the-challenge
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/be-heard/eurobarometer/parlemeter-2018-taking-up-the-challenge

If a referendum was held tomorrow regarding (OUR COUNTRY)’s membership of the EU, how would you vote?
(% - EV)

B You would vote to remain in the EU
¥ You would vote to leave the FU

You would not know what to do/ You are not sure

Source: Parlemeter 2018, QA3

For more detailed information: Parlemeter 2018 : Takin he challen

and preparation of the EURO Summit

3 Debate on the results of the Eurogroup

On Tuesday morning, Plenary will debate on the results of the last Eurogroup meeting and the
upcoming EURO Summit which will provide strategic guidelines on euro area economic policy in

order to ensure the smooth functioning of the Economic and Monetary Union.

Since 2004, the Eurobarometer monitors European citizens’ support for their currency. The long-
term trend shows that despite highs and lows European citizens have never lost confidence in the
euro. Results from the Parlemeter 2018 survey , published in October, now return the highest
support within the Eurozone area since 2004 with 77% of citizens being in favour of “a European
economic and monetary union with one single currency, the euro”, a plus of three percentage points
since March 2018. Only 18% of respondents within the euro area declared themselves against this
statement.

Looking at the average responses from all EU Member States, support for the Euro remains stable at
a high, near-record level of 61%, while 33% of respondents on EU average voice their opposition to
the euro, almost stable (+1 since spring 2018), on a relatively low level compared to the long-term
trend.


http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/be-heard/eurobarometer/parlemeter-2018-taking-up-the-challenge
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=AGENDA&reference=20181211&secondRef=SIT&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=AGENDA&reference=20181211&secondRef=SIT&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/be-heard/eurobarometer/parlemeter-2018-taking-up-the-challenge

What s your opinion on the following statement? Please tell me whether you are for it or against t:
‘A European economic and monetary union with one sigle currency, the euro’
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For more detailed information: Parlemeter 2018 : Taking up the challenge (September 2018)

However, individual country level support for a European economic and monetary union with one

single currency vary considerably between countries of the EU as a whole and the Eurozone member
states.

A majority of respondents support the euro in 21 EU Member States, led by Ireland (88%),
Luxembourg (87%), Slovenia and the Netherlands (both 86%). Majorities of respondents against “a
European economic and monetary union with one single currency, the euro” can be found in seven
EU Member States, all outside the euro area: Czech Republic (75%), the United Kingdom (69%),
Sweden (63%), Poland (62%), Croatia (60%), Denmark (59%) and Bulgaria (53%).


http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/be-heard/eurobarometer/parlemeter-2018-taking-up-the-challenge

What is your opinion on the following statement?

‘A European economic and monetary union with one single currency, the euro.’ (%)

Source: Parlemeter 2018, QA12
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For more detailed information: Parlemeter 2018 : Taking up the challenge (September 2018)


http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/be-heard/eurobarometer/parlemeter-2018-taking-up-the-challenge

on the Future of Europe

1 Debate with the President of Cyprus, Nicos Anastasiades,

Parliament’s series of debates on the future of Europe continues. The President of Cyprus, Nicos
Anastasiades, will be the seventeenth European Union leader to debate the Future of Europe with

MEPs on Wednesday morning.

According to the last Parlemeter 2018, 68% (+1pp since April 2018) of EU respondents believe that
their country has on balance benefited from being a member of the EU, bringing this indicator to its
highest level overall level since 1983.

Taking everything into account, would you say that (OUR COUNTRY) has on balance benefited
or not from being a member of the EU? (% - EU)
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For more detailed information: Parlemeter 2018 : Taking up the challenge (September 2018)

In all 27 other EU countries, a majority considers that their country has benefited from its EU
membership, ranking from a maximum of 92% in Ireland to 54% in Greece - still well above an
absolute majority.


https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2018/2797(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2018/2797(RSP)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/be-heard/eurobarometer/parlemeter-2018-taking-up-the-challenge

Taking everything into account, would you say that (OUR COUNTRY) has on balance benefited
or not from being a member of the EU? (%)
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For more detailed information: Parlemeter 2018 : Takin he challen

Among those who believe that EU membership has been beneficial, the most often expressed
reason is that ‘the EU contributes to economic growth in their country’ with a support of 38% (+2 pp
compared to September 2017). At least one respondent in two in the Netherlands (57%, +1), Estonia
and Lithuania (both at 51%, respectively +2 and +9 percentage points since 2017) named this
argument first.

The two following arguments equally record 31% on average, namely ‘membership of the EU
improves co-operation between our country and the other countries of the EU' and ‘the EU brings
(NATIONALITY) people new work opportunities’, followed with 30% of replies on average by ‘the EU
contributes to maintaining peace and strengthening security’'.


http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/be-heard/eurobarometer/parlemeter-2018-taking-up-the-challenge

Which of the following are the main reasons for thinking that (OUR COUNTRY)
has benefited from being a member of the EU? (Max. 3 answers)
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For more detailed information: Parlemeter 2018 : Taking up the challenge (September 2018)

Annual report on human rights and democracy in the World 2017

and the EU’s policy on the matter / Award of the Sakharov Prize

The European Parliament has a well-recognized reputation as a dedicated defender of people’s
basic rights and democracy, both within the European Union and worldwide and Members do not
believe that people’s basic rights end at the EU’s borders. Thus, on Wednesday, Plenary will vote on
the annual report on human rights and democracy in the world 2017 and the European Union’s
policy on the matter. On the same day, Ukrainian film director Oleg Sentsov will be awarded this

vear’s European Parliament Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought.



http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/be-heard/eurobarometer/parlemeter-2018-taking-up-the-challenge
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&reference=A8-2018-0373&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=AGENDA&reference=20181212&secondRef=SIT&language=EN

The results from the Parlemeter 2018 see public opinion squarely backing up Parliament on this
issue: The protection of human rights worldwide is seen as the top value to be defended as matter
of priority for almost one in two Europeans (46%).

@ In your opinion, which of the following values should the European Parliament defend as a matter of priority?

Freedom of speech

Solidarity between EU Memper States

Equality between mean and women

The protection of hurman The dialogue between cu'tures and religions

rights worldwide

values
to defend

Solidarity between the EU and poor
countries in the world

The protection of minorities

The abolition of the dezath penalty
throughout the world

Source: Parlemeter 2018, QA14.

For more detailed information: Parlemeter 2018 : Taking up the challenge (September 2018,

Atleast half of respondents in eight Members States, led by Cyprus (67%), Sweden (57%) and Finland
(55%), consider this value essential.


http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/be-heard/eurobarometer/parlemeter-2018-taking-up-the-challenge

Inyour opinion, which of the following values should the European Parliament defend as a matter of priority?
(MAX. 3 ANSWERS)

The protection of human rights worldwide
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For more detailed information: Parlemeter 2018 : Takin he challen

European foreign, Security and Defence policy

Members will debate (on Tuesday) and vote (on Wednesday) two separate reports on the

implementation of the Common foreign and Security Policy and on the Common Security and
Defence Policy.

A special Eurobarometer report from April 2017 found that nearly two-thirds of Europeans (65%) are
in favour of a Common Foreign Policy of the 28 Member States of the EU.



http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/be-heard/eurobarometer/parlemeter-2018-taking-up-the-challenge
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&reference=A8-2018-0392&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&reference=A8-2018-0375&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&reference=A8-2018-0375&language=EN

Whatis your opinion on each ef the following statements? Please tell me for each
statement, whetheryou are forit or againstit.
A common foreign policy of the 28 Member States of the EU
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For more detailed information: Special Eurobarometer on Designing Europe's future -Security and Defence (April 2017)

Three quarters of EU citizens (75%) are favouring a Common Defence and Security Policy among EU
Member States:

Whatis your opinion on each of the following statements? Please tell me for each
statement, whetheryou are for it or againstit.
A common defence andsecurity policyamong EU Member States (%)
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For more detailed information: Special Eurobarometer on Designing Europe's future -Security and Defence (April 2017)

Finally, more than half of all respondents (55%) are in favour of the creation of an EU army.


http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyDetail/instruments/SPECIAL/surveyKy/2173
http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyDetail/instruments/SPECIAL/surveyKy/2173

Thinking about the future of the EU, please tell me whetheryou are in favour or opposed
to the following statement: thecreation of an EU army
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For more detailed information: Special Eurobarometer on Designing Europe's future -Security and Defence (April 2017)

7 EU-Japan Strategic Partnership Agreement

In 2013, European Union governments instructed the European Commission to start negotiations
for a trade agreement with Japan. On 8 December 2017, the negotiations were finalized and now,
the European Commission asks the European Parliament for its agreement. On Monday, Plenary will
debate the EU-Japan Strategic partnership Agreement which constitutes the biggest trade
agreement ever negotiated by the EU and will create an open trade zone covering over 600 million
people (Vote on Tuesday).

A Special Eurobarometer survey on opinions about free trade and solidarity from April 2017 found
that nearly three quarters of respondents (73%) consider free trade as positive and just over one in
five respondents (21%) consider free trade as negative.

This majority of respondents in favour of free trade can be found in all EU countries, ranging from
more than eight in ten respondents in Denmark (85%), Ireland (84%) and Sweden, Germany and
Poland (all 83%) to 59% in France and 58% in Greece and Cyprus.


http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyDetail/instruments/SPECIAL/surveyKy/2173
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=AGENDA&reference=20181210&secondRef=SIT&language=EN

Could you please tell me for each of the following, whether the term brings to mind
something very positive, fairly positive, fairly negative or very negative? 'Free trade' (%)
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solidarity (April 2017)

Furthermore, in 21 countries, a majority of respondents think that globalisation represents a good
opportunity for their national companies thanks to the opening-up of markets. Respondents in
Denmark (78%) Sweden (72%) and Finland (69%) are the most likely to think this way, while those
in Greece (26%), France (34%) and Latvia (38%) are the least likely to do so.

In the remaining seven Member States, a majority of respondents say globalisation represents a
threat to employment and companies in their country. At least two-thirds of respondents in Greece
(67%) think this way, followed by 59% in France and 58% in Belgium. This opinion is also the majority
view in Cyprus (55%), Latvia (49%), and the Czech Republic and Italy (both 48%).

Q11 Which one of the following two statements is closest to your opinion regarding globalisation? (%)
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Source: Special Eurobarometer 461, QA11 (April 2017)

For more detailed information: Special Eurobarometer on Designing Europe’s future- opinions about free trade and solidarity
(April 2017)


http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyDetail/instruments/SPECIAL/surveyKy/2173
http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyDetail/instruments/SPECIAL/surveyKy/2173
http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyDetail/instruments/SPECIAL/surveyKy/2173
http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyDetail/instruments/SPECIAL/surveyKy/2173

Finally, in 17 countries, a majority of respondents agree the European Union helps to protect
European citizens from the negative effects of globalisation. More than six in ten respondents in
Malta (65%) and Ireland (61%) agree with this idea, as do 57% in Denmark. At the other end of the
scale, respondents in Greece (29%), France (30%) and the Czech Republic (35%) are the least likely
to do so. The proportion of respondents who say they do not know is high in a number of countries,
and particularly in Bulgaria (23%) and Estonia (20%).

Please tell me to what extent you agree or disagree with each of the following statements.
The European Union helps to protectEuropean citizens from the negative effects of
globalisation (%)
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Special Eurobarometerd61(2017): QA10.4

For more detailed information:

(April 2017)

Terrorism

8 Findings and recommendations of the special Committee on

Security has arguably been a greater issue for Europeans in the past three years than in many years
before, contributing to anchoring security and in particular, terrorism issues at the top of Europeans’
concerns. On 13 November 2018, the work of the Special Committee on Terrorism, which began in
September 2017, concluded with a vote on the report on findings and recommendations of the
Special Committee on Terrorism. The final report, which aim to address the practical and legislative
deficiencies in the fight against terrorism, with a particular focus on cooperation and exchange of
information between Member states, will be discussed in Strasbourg next Tuesday (Vote on
Wednesday).

According the latest European Parliament Eurobarometer survey: ‘taking up the challenge’,
published in October, at EU level a significant decrease by 11 points to 30% can be noted regarding

the share of citizens wanting the European Parliament to legislate on ways to fight against terrorism
as a matter of priority. This decrease might well be linked to the fact that the number of terrorist
attacks resulting in fatalities in the European Union has considerably reduced in the last months.


http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyDetail/instruments/SPECIAL/surveyKy/2173
http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyDetail/instruments/SPECIAL/surveyKy/2173
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&reference=A8-2018-0374&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&reference=A8-2018-0374&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/be-heard/eurobarometer/parlemeter-2018-taking-up-the-challenge

The EP makes decisions on European legislation which directly impacts every citizen’s life. In your opinion which
of the following should be given priority by the European Parliament? Firstly? And then? (% EU28)
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Combating terrorism

Tackling poverty and social exclusion

Combating youth unemployment

Finding a common European response | NNGNGNGNG
to the issue of immigration _ 22

Enabling new ways to boost economy and growth

Combating climate change with creative solutions

Improving consumer rights and | | | A ANAANNEEEDE '°
public health protection for all _ 17

Promoting fundamental rights and democracy worldwide

Developing a common defence and security policy | N N NI '3
for all EU Member States _ 14

Safeguarding a stable and succesful monetary union | NGB 2

with one common currency, the euro _ 10
Protecting opportunities provided by the | N | N IIEIN 1>

European Union for future generations I °

Developing a sustainable, competitive and | | [ NI 1/
secure energy supply for EU Member States _ 8

Crealing a fair, open and secure digital single market _ 4 W September 2018

W April 2018
Other . 2

None

Source: Parlemeter 2018, QA13T
For more detailed information: Parlemeter 2018 : Taking up the challenge (September 2018)

Seen from a national angle, the survey notes a statistically insignificant increase of respondents
naming the fight against terrorism as one of Parliament’s priorities only in the United Kingdom +1
(38%). In all other Member States, results show a general and significant decline of the number of
respondents asking for this policy to be a top priority, led by Italy -19 (29%), Portugal -18 (28%) and
Spain -18 (25%).


http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/be-heard/eurobarometer/parlemeter-2018-taking-up-the-challenge

The EP makes decisions on European legislation which directly impacts every citizen’s life. In your opinion which
of the following should be given priority by the European Parliament? Firstly? And then?

Combating terrorism
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Source: Parlemeter 2018, QA13T and Parlemeter 2017, QA8T.

For more detailed information: Parlemeter 2018 : Taking up the challenge (September 2018)
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