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DG Communication is continuously monitoring public opinion by conducting regular
Eurobarometer surveys in all 28 EU Member States. This newsletter aims at providing general
public with the most recent Eurobarometer data on key topics of this week’s plenary
agenda.

Although this service cannot be fully exhaustive, as not all items on the plenary agenda have
been the subject of a recent Eurobarometer survey, we can offer fresh survey data on the
following items of the plenary session:

 Conclusions of the European Council meeting of 12 and 13 December 2019

 Award of the Sakharov Prize

 Commemoration of the 10th anniversary of the Lisbon Treaty and the legally
binding Charter of Fundamental Rights

 The Rule of Law in Malta, after the recent revelations around the murder of
Daphne Caruana Galizia

The Eurobarometer surveys cover a wide range of issues. Parliament’s surveys focus primarily
on the citizens’ perceptions of the European Parliament and the EU as well as Europe’s main
policy challenges, presented as the result of face-to-face interviews conducted with more than
27.000 respondents across the EU. Together with the Eurobarometer surveys conducted by the
European Commission, the data available allows for a detailed and up-to-date insight into
citizens’ opinions, expectations and perceptions.
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On Wednesday morning, Members will discuss the Conclusions of the European Council from 12/13
December, which focused i.a. on the next Multiannual Financial framework, climate change and the
proposed European Green Deal as well as on the progress made on the implementation of the June
2019 Statement of the Euro Summit.

1. According the latest European Parliament Eurobarometer: “Heeding the call beyond the vote”
published last week, citizens’ support for the European Union has settled on a high level: nearly
six in ten Europeans are in favour of their country’s EU membership.

For more detailed information: Parlemeter 2019: Heeding the call beyond the vote (October 2019)

2. The European Council also discussed the progress made as regards the strengthening of the
Economic and Monetary Union. The euro has become undoubtedly a tangible part of
European identity and one of the greatest achievements of European integration.

A recent Flash Eurobarometer on the euro area, from October 2019, reflects this success: Nearly
two-thirds of respondents think that having the euro is a good thing for their country, while
just over a quarter say they think it is a bad thing. 6% spontaneously answer they can’t decide
whether it is a good or a bad thing.
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For more detailed information: Flash Eurobarometer on the euro area (October 2019)

Three-quarter of respondents (76%) say that having the euro is a good thing for the EU, while
under a fifth (16%) think that it is a bad thing and 4% spontaneously say they can’t decide whether
it is a good or a bad thing.

For more detailed information: Flash Eurobarometer on the euro area (October 2019)

Finally, more than two-thirds of respondents (69%) on EU average think that there should be
more coordination on economic policy among euro area governments. Only 11% believe the
level of economic policy coordination in the euro area is appropriate, less than a tenth (7%) want
less coordination.

The overall picture remains broadly unchanged compared to 2018. Between 2011 and 2017, the
proportion of citizens wanting more coordination on economic policy gradually decreased from
76% to 67%, but has since stabilised.



For more detailed information: Flash Eurobarometer on the euro area (October 2019)

The call for more economic policy coordination is shared by a majority of respondents in all euro
area countries except in Finland. The largest shares of respondents are observed in Italy (81%),
Spain (80%) and Greece (79%). The lowest number of respondents sharing this view come from
Estonia (31%), Finland (37%) and Lithuania (41%).

Respondents who believe there should be less coordination count 12% in Germany, Ireland and the
Netherlands, down to just 1% in Spain and 2% in Italy and Portugal. The view that the level of
economic policy coordination in the euro area is appropriate is most prevalent in Ireland (32%),
Finland (29%) and Austria (25%), while this opinion is least held in France (4%), and Greece and Italy
(both 6%).

For more detailed information: Flash Eurobarometer on the euro area (October 2019)



3. Last week, Commission President Ursula Von der Leyen unveiled in the European Parliament the
Commission’s proposal for a European Green Deal, aiming at making Europe the first climate-
neutral continent by 2050.

The 2019 Parlemeter data reflects this feeling of climate emergency, as an absolute majority of
respondents (52%) consider climate change to currently be the most pressing environmental issue,
followed by air pollution (35%), maritime pollution (31%), deforestation (28%) and the growing
amount of waste (28%)

For more detailed information: Parlemeter 2019: Heeding the call beyond the vote (October 2019)

Although climate change tops the list on EU average, a deeper look on national level shows that in
some countries respondents had bigger concerns about other environmental issues. Climate
change is the most important issue for respondents in 18 EU countries, with proportions ranging
from 67% in Spain to 38% in Croatia.

Malta (69%), Bulgaria (52%) and Poland (49%) name the issue of air pollution as their largest
environmental concern, it is the second most pressing environmental issue in Greece (47%), Belgium
(42%), Cyprus, Italy (both 41%), France, the United Kingdom (both 40%), Croatia (37%) and Spain
(33%, on par with marine pollution). Marine pollution is the second mentioned issue in Finland
(50%), Germany (46%), Denmark, the Netherlands (both 38%), Austria (35%) and Spain (33%, on par
with air pollution).



For more detailed information: Parlemeter 2019: Heeding the call beyond the vote (October 2019)

On Wednesday, Ilham Tohti, an Uyghur economist fighting for the rights of China’s Uyghur minority,
will receive the European Parliament's Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought in 2019. The European
Parliament has a well-recognized reputation as a dedicated defender of people’s fundamental rights
and democracy, both within the European Union and worldwide. Members do not believe that
people’s basic rights end at the EU’s borders.

Are these concerns shared by European Union citizens? The answer is clearly “yes”, according to the
Parlemeter 2019, published last week: The protection of human rights worldwide remains by far the
foremost value in citizen’s minds (48%, +2 pp compared to September 2018).
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For more detailed information: Parlemeter 2019: Heeding the call beyond the vote (October 2019)

The protection of human rights worldwide is considered as most important value in twenty
countries.

For more detailed information: Parlemeter 2019: Heeding the call beyond the vote (October 2019)



The Lisbon treaty, which came in force in late 2009, brought new law-making powers to the
European Parliament and gave Members more influence on who runs the EU. The Charter of
Fundamental Rights, which has become legally binding on the EU, brings together all the personal,
civic, political, economic and social rights enjoyed by people within the EU in a single text. On
Wednesday morning, Plenary will debate and celebrate the 10th anniversary of the Lisbon Treaty
and the Charter of Fundamental Rights.

According to a special Eurobarometer on the awareness of the Charter of the Fundamental Rights
of the EU from March 2019, only 42% of respondents are aware of the Charter of Fundamental
Rights. Just over one in ten (12%) knows about its content, while 30% have heard of it but don’t
really know what it is. The majority - 57% - have not heard of it.

There has been a slight increase in overall awareness since 2012 (+3 percentage points), with the
proportion of those who know what the Charter is having increased by five points over the past
seven years.

For more information: Special Eurobarometer on awareness of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU (March 2019)

In 20 countries, respondents are now more likely to say they have heard of the Charter than they
were in 2012, with the largest increases observed in the United Kingdom (+11 pp), Slovenia (+10
pp), and Estonia and Finland (both +9 pp). The largest decreases are observed amongst those in
Poland (-6 pp), Romania and Hungary (both -5 pp).

3 Commemoration of the 10th anniversary of the Lisbon Treaty
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For more information: Special Eurobarometer on awareness of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU (March 2019)

Respondents are now more likely to say they feel informed about the Charter than in 2011, with the
largest increases observed in Finland (+12pp), Poland and Austria (both +11pp) and Romania (+10
pp).

For more information : Special Eurobarometer on awareness of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU (March 2019)



Respondents were also asked who they would turn first to if they felt their Charter rights were being
violated. Respondents are most likely to turn to the police first (20%), closely followed by an EU
institution (18%). More than one in ten also mention an ombudsman or independent body in their
country (15%) or a court (14%). Almost one in ten (8%) would turn to their national government,
while 4% would turn to an NGO. Just over one in twenty (6%) spontaneously say they would not
complain, while 14% say they don’t know where they would turn.

For more detailed information : Special Eurobarometer on awareness of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU
(March 2019)



Following recent developments in the investigation into the murder of Daphne Caruana Galizia in
2017, a delegation of Members visited Malta between 3-4 Decembers to take stock of the situation
on the ground. Thus, Plenary will debate the situation of the rule of law in Malta with the
Commission on Monday (Vote on a resolution on Thursday).

The rule of law, as enshrined in Article 2 of the Treaty on European Union, is one of the shared
values upon which the European Union is founded. According a special Eurobarometer on the rule
of law in the EU from April 2019, each of the three key aspects (see below) relating to the role of
media and civil society in the rule of law is important or essential to at least 87 % of respondents:

 Civil society organisations and activists can operate freely and criticise the government or
major economic interests without adverse consequences

 There is a wide range of media allowing for sufficient information and the expression of
different opinions

 Media and journalists can criticise the government or major economic interest without risk
of intimidation

For more detailed information: Special Eurobarometer on the Rule of Law in the EU (April 2019)

Results at national level show the majority of respondents in each country consider that each of
these aspects is essential or important. In particular, the non-intimidation of the media is seen as
important or essential by 90% of EU 28 citizens. The proportion who think this principle is essential
or important ranges from 71% in Czechia, 75% in Romania and 83% in Croatia and Estonia to 95%
in Malta, Cyprus, The Netherlands and Germany, and 99% in Sweden.

4 The Rule of Law in Malta, after the recent revelations around
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For more detailed information: Special Eurobarometer on the Rule of Law in the EU (April 2019)

Moreover, between 73% and 77% of EU citizens consider the situation in their country in regard to
aspects about the media and civil society need to be definitely or somewhat improved.

For more detailed information: Special Eurobarometer on the Rule of Law in the EU (April 2019)



The proportion who think definitely or somewhat that it needs improvement ranges from 44% in
Denmark and 46% in the Netherlands to 91% Portugal, 93% in Malta and 95% in Cyprus.

For more detailed information: Special Eurobarometer on the Rule of Law in the EU (April 2019)
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