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DG Communication is continuously monitoring public opinion by conducting regular
Eurobarometer surveys in all 28 EU Member States. This newsletter aims at providing general
public with the most recent Eurobarometer data on key topics of this week’s plenary
agenda.

Although this service cannot be fully exhaustive, as not all items on the plenary agenda have
been the subject of a recent Eurobarometer survey, we can offer fresh survey data on the
following items of the plenary session:

1 The state of the debate on the Future of Europe
9 ‘Future of Europe’: Debate with the Prime Minister of Italy, Giuseppe Conte

1 Implementation of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union in
the EU

1 EU-Singapore Partnership Agreement

i Programme for single market, competitiveness of enterprises and European
statistics

Parliament’s Eurobarometer surveys cover a wide range of issues. They focus primarily on the
European citizens’ knowledge of the European Parliament and their perceptions of the EU and
its main policy challenges. Expectations in view of the European elections, of the European
Parliament and the European integration in general also form part of the face-to-face interviews
conducted with more than 27.000 respondents. Together with the Eurobarometer surveys
conducted by the European Commission, the data available allows for a detailed and up-to-
date insight into citizens’ opinions, expectations and perceptions.

For more information on the topics covered in this edition, please contact:

Philipp M. Schulmeister

Head of Unit

Public Opinion Monitoring Unit
public.opinion.monitoring@ep.europa.eu



1 The state of the debate on the future of Europe

Next Wednesday, Plenary will vote a report which aims to summarise the issues for debate on the
future of Europe, and to provide guidance and clarification on the various directions that European

integration can take in the run-up to the elections in 2019. This report seeks to establish a European
political agenda based on the many messages heard time and again at the moment, and on the
various reports, statements and proposals brought forward by the European institutions and by the
leaders of the Member States in recent months.

According to the European Commission’s Standard Eurobarometer, published end of December
2018, for the third consecutive time immigration remains the citizens’ main concern, with 40% of

mentions on EU average (+2 percentage points since spring 2018). Terrorism remains in second
position with 20% of mentions after a third consecutive decrease (-9 since spring 2018, -18 since
autumn 2017 and -24 since spring 2017).

The state of Member States’ public finances is in third position (19%, +2), reappearing in the top
three concerns for the first time since autumn 2014 (EB82). The economic situation is in fourth place
(18%, unchanged), falling out of the top three for the first time since autumn 2010.

In fifth position, at 16%, climate change registers the largest increase (+5 percentage points),
reaching a new high. Unemployment is in sixth position, at 13% (-1), the lowest level for this
indicator since 2010. The EU’s influence in the world follows with 11% of mentions (unchanged).
Other items are cited by less than 10% of respondents, and are relatively stable.

What do you think are the two most important issues facing the EU at
the moment? (% - EU) -Two answers maximum-
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For more detailed information: Standard Eurobarometer (November 2018)


http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&reference=A8-2018-0427&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&reference=A8-2018-0427&language=EN
http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyDetail/instruments/STANDARD/surveyKy/2215
http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyDetail/instruments/STANDARD/surveyKy/2215
http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyDetail/instruments/STANDARD/surveyKy/2215

What do you think are the two most important issues facing the EU at the moment? (% - EU)

100

90

80

70

60

50

40

30

20

2010 201 201 2012 2012 2013

2013

2014

Long-term trends

2014

2015 2015 2016

2016

2017

For more detailed information: Standard Eurobarometer (November 2018)

2017

Standard Eurobarometer 90: QA5

s mmigration

e Terrorism

A0 o The state of
Member States'
public finances

e Economic Situation

s Climate change

e | Jnempl oyment

2018 2018

Moreover, according to the latest European Parliament Eurobarometer survey: ‘Taking up the
challenge’, published in October 2018, the share of respondents believing that their country’s

membership in the EU is a good thing reaches its highest value since 1992 (62%, +2 since April 2018).

On a national basis, EU membership is increasingly perceived as positive in 18 EU countries, reaching
or exceeding the 75% threshold in Luxembourg (87%), Ireland (85%) Germany (81%), Netherlands
(78%), Sweden (77%) and Denmark (75%). Support for EU membership decreases in seven countries,
mainly in Romania by 10 points to 49%, with a negative view increasing by 7 points to 21%.

@ Generally speaking, do you think that (OUR COUNTRY)'s membership of the EU is...? (% - EU)
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Moreover, 68% (+1pp since April 2018) of EU respondents believe that their country has on balance
benefited from being a member of the EU, bringing this indicator to its highest level overall level
since 1983.

Taking everything into account, would you say that (OUR COUNTRY) has on balance benefited
or not from being a member of the EU? (% - EU)
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For more detailed information: Parlemeter 2018 : Taking up the challenge (September 2018)

In all 27 other EU countries, a majority considers that their country has benefited from its EU
membership, ranking from a maximum of 92% in Ireland to 54% in Greece - still well above an
absolute majority.


http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/be-heard/eurobarometer/parlemeter-2018-taking-up-the-challenge
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For more detailed information: Parlemeter 2018 : Takin he challen

Among those who believe that EU membership has been beneficial, the most often expressed
reason is that ‘the EU contributes to economic growth in their country’ with a support of 38% (+2
pp compared to September 2017). At least one respondent in two in the Netherlands (57%, +1),
Estonia and Lithuania (both at 51%, respectively +2 and +9 percentage points since 2017) named
this argument first.

The two following arguments equally record 31% on average, namely ‘membership of the EU
improves co-operation between our country and the other countries of the EU" and ‘the EU brings
(NATIONALITY) people new work opportunities’, followed with 30% of replies on average by ‘the EU
contributes to maintaining peace and strengthening security’.
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For more detailed information: Parlemeter 2018 : Taking up the challenge (September 2018)
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