
 

 

 
 
 
This week’s newsletter from DG Communication’s Public Opinion Monitoring Unit continues to 
focus on the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on public opinion within the European Union and 
beyond.  
 
Presenting pertinent information and analysis from both EU level and the Member States, we draw 
on available and published surveys, social media monitoring and the analysis of our team in close 
collaboration with other services within DG COMM, specifically Parliament’s Liaison Office in all 
Member States. 
 
The current edition of the newsletter contains: 
 
 A short analytical summary on main results and insights from across the EU, based on 

current surveys 
 A collection of recent multi-national surveys comparing public opinion from several EU 

and other countries on the Covid-19 pandemic 
 Current national surveys and polls on citizens’ attitudes towards the corona crisis, their 

governments’ and the EU’s response, including, where and when available, data on trust 
in public institutions. 

 
Apart from relevant news from the Member States, we would like to draw your attention to two new 
multi-country studies showing interesting differences among European countries with regard 
to trust in government and public institutions: 
 

 Eurofound EU wide survey: Living, working and COVID-19, First findings – April 2020 
 In Crisis, Europeans Support Radical Positions: Brief by Timothy Garton Ash & Antonia 

Zimmermann on the Bertelsmann Stiftung's eupinions EU wide survey. 
 
We welcome all comments and input to our work. If you want to know more about what the Public 
Opinion Monitoring Unit can do for you in this time of crisis, please contact: 
 
Philipp M. Schulmeister 
Head of Public Opinion Monitoring Unit 
philipp.schulmeister@ep.europa.eu 
dgcomm-pom@europarl.europa.eu 
@EP_Trends 

12 May 2020 
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ANALYTICAL SUMMARY 
 
 
1) Europeans’ reactions and perceptions of the COVID19 pandemic 

 
Europeans are increasingly concerned about the economic impact of the pandemic, with many 
already experiencing a decrease in their income or unemployment.  
 
Some examples: 

 In Bulgaria, 57% of respondents are pessimistic about the developments of the Bulgarian 
economy in the next year. 

 In Czechia, 49% of respondents say they are more afraid of the economic consequences of 
the crisis than of the health consequences. In fact, more than a third of households have 
already seen a decline in their income in the last month.  

 This is also the case in Estonia, where 58% say this situation has reduced their or their family's 
income. 

 Germans are increasingly pessimistic about the economic situation. Two thirds of Germans 
consider the situation not good or bad. This is the lowest value in a survey conducted by 
Infratest Dimap on ARD DeutschlandTrend since 2008/2009. Two months ago, i.e. before the 
start of the lockdown measures in Germany, two thirds assessed the economic situation as 
good. 

 In Hungary, nearly a tenth of respondents who are active workers have lost their jobs 
because of the epidemic. This figure is 7% for men and almost 11% for women. Those with 
up to primary school education are the most affected group, with a quarter of jobs lost in 
recent months (25%). 

 51% of Italians believe that it is likely that someone in their family will lose their job due to 
the crisis. 

 In Spain, one in three families with children in Madrid has lost up to half of their income due 
to the coronavirus. The Madrid City Council, through a survey among its citizens, places 
couples with dependent minors and single-parent households as "the most vulnerable 
groups". 

 
On the new ways of working, 94% of Belgian employees who discovered teleworking during the 
crisis are willing to continue doing it in the future. In Malta, many say the outlook on life and work 
practices will change. Indeed, more than a third of respondents say they will change the way they 
work after the crisis. 

Two new surveys conducted at the EU level give some very interesting results on Europeans‘ 
attitudes, feelings and expectations in the context of the coronavirus pandemic (more details on these 
surveys in the following section). 
 
The first one is the Eupinions survey, conducted in March 2020: 
 

 The young are more optimistic about their future job security than the old. 
 However, Europeans are slightly less confident about the next generation’s job security than 

about their own: only 43% of Europeans are rather confident about the next generation’s job 
security. South Europeans are significantly more pessimistic about both their own and the 
next generation's job prospects. 

 
The second one is the Eurofound online survey conducted across the European Union and beyond 
on 9 April and entitled Living, working and COVID-19: 
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 Countries hardest hit by the pandemic see the most significant impact on their citizens’ well-
being. Results from some countries are particularly striking, with life satisfaction in France 
now at its lowest compared to surveys carried out before the crisis.  

 Over half of EU respondents are concerned about their future because of the COVID-19 crisis, 
with only 45% feeling optimistic. In contrast to surveys carried out before the pandemic, 
countries like France, Belgium, Italy and Greece are seeing optimism drop below the EU 
average. 

 Almost 40% of people in Europe report their financial situation worse than before the 
pandemic – double the numbers reported in surveys before the crisis. Nearly half are 
indicating their households cannot make ends meet and over half report they cannot 
maintain their standard of living for more than the next three months without an income. 
The situation is even more dramatic for three-quarters of unemployed citizens who cannot 
get by for more than three months with 82% reporting their household has difficulty making 
ends meet. 

 People across the EU are reporting dramatically low levels of trust in the EU and in their 
national governments, particularly in several traditionally pro-EU Member States such as 
France, Italy and Spain, raising fundamental questions about perceived EU action during the 
crisis. More than one-quarter of respondents across the EU at this stage report losing their 
job either temporarily (23%) or permanently (5%), with young men most affected. Half of 
those in work are also seeing their working hours reduced, especially in Romania, Italy, 
France, Cyprus and Greece. The Nordic countries have reported fewest reductions in working 
time. 

 
 
2) Attitudes towards government responses and trust in public institutions 

 
Europeans remain overall supportive of their governments’ measures and ways of handling the crisis, 
with some exceptions. Below are some examples: 
 

 In Austria, broad support for government measures continues with 74% of Austrians 
considering them appropriate. 77 % are satisfied with the corona policy of the government 
and general satisfaction with the government has but fallen slightly, remaining at an 
extremely high level.  

 In Bulgaria, actions of the authorities remain well accepted, although acceptance has been 
gradually decreasing since the beginning of the crisis. 55% of Bulgarians find the 
government's measures sufficient (compared to 66% in mid-March). 

 In France, 65% of respondents do not trust the government to handle the exit plan starting 
on 11/05. 

 In Germany, Angela Merkel is more popular than ever. Two thirds of Germans (68%) are very 
satisfied or satisfied with her work. 

 In Malta, support for the government’s handling of the health crisis remains overwhelmingly 
high, with 21% expressing ‘positive’ views and 73% feeling ‘extremely positive’. 

 In Spain, 51.7% of respondents want new elections so that another government can direct 
the way out of the crisis. 44,3% are inclined to keep Pedro Sánchez, Pablo Iglesias and their 
ministers in power. 55,2% disapprove of the de-escalation plan drawn up by Moncloa and 
50,4% do not want Sánchez to obtain the extension of the state of alarm in Congress. 

 



4 
 

3) Attitudes towards the EU's responses 
 

Compared to previous editions of this newsletter, there is now more information on Europeans’ 
attitudes towards the EU’s responses. 
 
According to a survey published on 6 May by the Kantar Centre on the Future of Europe, the 
Institut Jacques Delors and the Cevipof, an initial divide on a European level separates more 
favourable States from less favourable States with regard to European integration 
approaches. According to this study, the French belong to the group of Europeans with the most 
negative attitudes towards the EU. In the former group are (in ascending order of EU support) Ireland, 
Denmark, Portugal, Luxembourg, Lithuania, Romania and Malta. In the latter group are (in ascending 
order of opposition to Europe) Slovenia, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, France, Italy, the United 
Kingdom and Greece. A social divide is identified as second major fault line for all Member 
States and France in particular. European integration is negatively perceived by the working class, 
workers, the unemployed and lower educated citizens. Those belonging to the most 
underprivileged groups of society very broadly view Europe as a threat to national social protection 
systems. 

Some country-specific examples are as follows: 

 In Finland, there is a downturn in EU support compared to the record highs of last year. The 
result nevertheless still ranks among the highest in the past decade – and is much higher 
than anything recorded before 2010. Overall 53% of respondents said they view EU 
favourably compared to 56% in May before EE2019 and 60% after elections.  

 In France, 70% of respondents think there is a need to redesign the European model and 
create a real European power. 65% wish more economic protectionism at the EU level and 
54% at France’s level. 

 In Germany, the results of a recent survey show that in the context of the corona crisis, the 
European Union is attributed considerably less importance than the governments of the 
nation states. 30% of Germans eligible to vote rate the actions of the EU Commission 
President as bad or very bad.  

 In Poland, European issues divide the competing political tribes more than any other topic, 
including the economy and security threats. Half of President Duda’s supporters (and 37% 
of all Poles) believe that Polish values are under threat in the EU. Among opposition voters, 
this is a minority view. 
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Multi-country surveys 
 

 
In Crisis, Europeans Support Radical Positions 
Eupinions, 6/05/2020, by Timothy Garton Ash & Antonia Zimmermann 
https://eupinions.eu/de/text/in-crisis-europeans-support-radical-positions 
 
(...) The EU-wide poll, conducted in March 2020, as the corona virus was spreading across the continent, 
shows Europeans embracing some radical positions. 
 
Remarkably, 71% of Europeans support the introduction of a universal basic income (UBI). 
Equally remarkably, but in another direction: 53% of young Europeans place more confidence in 
authoritarian states than democracies when it comes to addressing the climate crisis.  
(...) The full questionnaire used in the survey can be found here. 
 
The eupinions ‘Great Expectations’ survey, authored by Catherine de Vries and Isabell Hoffmann in 
November 2019, found that Europeans think climate change, jobs and social security should 
be among the EU’s top priorities for the future. The authors wanted to explore in more depth 
what kind of policies Europeans wish for in these areas. How do European citizens, especially the 
young, perceive their future? What do they want done? Who do they want to do it? 
 
The first set of five questions was therefore on climate change. Which regime type do citizens trust 
most to address the climate emergency in the future? The most remarkable finding is that 53% of 
young Europeans place more confidence in authoritarian states than democracies to handle 
the climate crisis. (...) 
 

 
 
Most Europeans believe climate change requires imminent action. Carbon emissions from cars, 
planes and industry are an important driver of climate change. Europeans see greater urgency to 
reduce these emissions than the European Commission currently does. On average, 58% of 
Europeans would like EU countries to reduce their carbon emissions to no excess emissions by 
2030. (...) 
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Respondents were asked who should bear the primary responsibility for addressing the climate crisis 
and let survey respondents choose up to three of the following options: individuals, businesses, local 
governments (...), national governments, the EU, international institutions such as the UN or none of 
these options. According to the results, Europeans across age groups think national governments 
are primarily responsible for addressing the climate crisis (48%), followed by the EU (39%), 
businesses (36%) and individuals (33%). (...) 
 

 
*Multiple choices possible 
 
How should these governments go about tackling climate change? Not at the cost of people's 
freedoms or way of life! Europeans seem reluctant to let their states restrict anything they enjoy. 
Survey respondents were asked to pick what restrictions they would be most willing to support to 
address global warming: a ban on non-essential flying, a ban of all petrol and diesel vehicles, or a 
ban on meat-consumption. 34% do not support any of these restrictions on their individual 
freedoms. (...) 
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To encourage the transition away from fossil fuels, 69% of Europeans think governments should 
concentrate on subsidising renewable energy. (...) 
 

 
*Multiple choices possible 
 
The second part of the survey was devoted to a deeper dive into attitudes on jobs and social security, 
also attempting to tease out generational differences. As already noted, the most striking finding 
was that 71% of Europeans support the introduction of a universal basic income (UBI). For an 
idea that has often been dismissed as wildly unrealistic and utopian, this is a remarkable figure. (...) 
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A remarkable 84% of Europeans support an EU proposal for a mandatory minimum wage. (...). 
The idea of a minimum wage is especially popular in Germany where 87% are in favour of the 
Commission’s plans. 
 

 
 
The next question was how Europeans perceive their personal economic prospects. (...). Surprisingly, 
despite the Covid-19 outbreak and widespread concerns about the 'gig economy' and the impact of 
technological change, the young are more optimistic about their future job security than the 
old.  (...) 
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However, Europeans are slightly less confident about the next generation’s job security than 
about their own: only 43% of Europeans are rather confident about the next generation’s job 
security. (...) Unsurprisingly, south Europeans are significantly more pessimistic about both their own 
and the next generation's job prospects. 
 

 
 
Finally, the authors wanted to find out what Europeans think is endangering their jobs. (...). 
According to our results, Europeans think the state of the economy poses the most severe threat 
to jobs in their country: a financial crisis (31%), low economic growth (29%) and economic 
downturn (28%) are considered the biggest threats to jobs; followed by inequality (24%), 
immigration (24%), new technologies (22%), brain drain (20%) and the effects of climate change 
(20%).  
 
To the young generation, inequality (28%) is the biggest concern after a financial crisis (35%), 
whereas for the old generation, immigration (26%) follows after concerns about an economic 
downturn (33%), low economic growth (32%) and a financial crisis (27%). 
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*Multiple choices possible 
 
These results obviously need to be read against the backdrop of the Covid-19 pandemic bringing 
outside life almost to a halt in the month of March 2020. By the end of the month, most EU member 
states and the UK were under some form of lockdown to slow the spread of the coronavirus. So 
plainly the survey was conducted at a time of heightened economic and social insecurity. (...) 
 
 
 
Living, working and COVID-19, First findings – April 202 
Eurofound, 6/05 
https://www.eurofound.europa.eu/sites/default/files/ef_publication/field_ef_document/ef20058en.pdf 
 
Abstract 

(...) To capture the immediate economic and social effects of this crisis, Eurofound launched a large-
scale online survey across the European Union and beyond on 9 April. Entitled Living, working 
and COVID-19, the aim of the survey is to investigate the impact on well-being, work and telework 
and on the financial situation of people living in Europe. It includes a range of questions relevant 
to people across various age groups and life situations. Most of the questions are based on 
Eurofound’s European Quality of Life Survey (EQLS) and European Working Conditions Survey 
(EWCS), while other questions are new or were adapted from other sources, such as the EU Statistics 
on Income and Living Conditions (EU-SILC). 

Key findings 

o Countries hardest hit by the pandemic see the most significant impact on their well-being. 
Results from some countries are particularly striking, with life satisfaction in France now at its 
lowest compared to surveys carried out before the crisis.  

o Over half of EU respondents are concerned about their future as a result of the COVID-19 crisis, 
with only 45% feeling optimistic. In contrast to surveys carried out before the pandemic, 
countries like France, Belgium, Italy and Greece are seeing optimism drop below the EU 
average. 

o People across the EU are reporting dramatically low levels of trust in the EU and in their 
national governments, particularly in several traditionally pro-EU Member States such as 
France, Italy and Spain, raising fundamental questions about perceived EU action during the 
crisis.  
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o More than one-quarter of respondents across the EU at this stage report losing their job either 
temporarily (23%) or permanently (5%), with young men most affected. Half of those in work are 
also seeing their working hours reduced, especially in Romania, Italy, France, Cyprus and Greece. 
The Nordic countries have reported fewest reductions in working time. 

o Almost 40% of people in Europe report their financial situation as worse than before the 
pandemic – double the numbers reported in surveys before the crisis. Close to half are indicating 
their households cannot make ends meet and over half report they cannot maintain their 
standard of living for more than three months without an income. The situation is even more 
dramatic for three-quarters of those unemployed who cannot get by for more than three months 
with 82% reporting their household has difficulty making ends meet. 
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French public opinion and Europe: between distrust and ambivalence. 
6/5, Kantar Centre on the Future of Europe, l’Institut Jacques Delors and the Cevipof 

(...) This analysis outlines a geography and typology of opinions on the EU from which the following 
elements emerge: 
 
• An initial divide on a European level separates more favourable States from less favourable 
States with regard to European integration approaches. The French belong to the group of 
Europeans with the most negative attitudes towards the EU. In the former group are (in 
ascending order of EU support) Ireland, Denmark, Portugal, Luxembourg, Lithuania, Romania and 
Malta. In the latter group are (in ascending order of opposition to Europe) Slovenia, Cyprus, the 
Czech Republic, France, Italy, the United Kingdom and Greece. 
 
• A social divide is the second major fault line for all Member States and France in particular. 
European integration is negatively perceived by the working classes, workers, the unemployed and 
those who finished their studies before the age of 16. Those belonging to the most underprivileged 
groups of society very broadly view Europe as a threat to national social protection systems. 
 

 
(...) In the rest of Europe, there are twice as many with the most positive attitudes, and two times 
fewer with the most negative views. 
 
 
Les Français beaucoup plus critiques envers le gouvernement que leurs voisins, selon un 
sondage 
AFP, 10/05/2020  

Seuls 34 % des Français estiment que leur gouvernement a été "à la hauteur de la situation" face à la 
crise liée à la pandémie de coronavirus, une proportion largement inférieure à celle de leurs voisins 
européens, selon un sondage Odoxa. 

L'étude d'opinion, parue dimanche, a été réalisée pour Le Figaro et FranceInfo auprès d'un millier 
de Français, 500 Britanniques, 500 Italiens, 500 Espagnols et 500 Allemands. 

En moyenne, dans ces cinq pays, 51 % des personnes interrogées estiment que leur 
gouvernement a été à la hauteur: 63 % pour les Britanniques, 60 % pour les Allemands, 50 % pour 
les Italiens. Seuls les Espagnols sont plus critiques que les Français, avec 32 %. 

De même, si 64 % considèrent que "les habitants de leur pays" ont été à la hauteur (74 % pour la seul 
Royaume-Uni), ils ne sont que 39 % en France. 
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En revanche, les Français saluent davantage l'attitude de leurs maires (75 %) que leurs voisins 
européens (58 % en moyenne). 

Alors que 62 % des Européens estiment que leur gouvernement "a pris la mesure de la gravité 
de la situation" (72 % des Allemands), ils ne sont que 48 % des Français à l'affirmer. 

Les propositions "Le gouvernement a dit la vérité aux habitants", "pris les bonnes décisions au 
bon moment", "a fait ce qu'il fallait faire pour équiper les hôpitaux et les soignants", "a montré 
qu'il savait où il allait" et "a été clair" recueillent 43 à 46 % d'approbations chez les sondés 
européens, contre 23 à 25 % chez les seuls Français. 

(...) 

Étude réalisée en ligne les 5 et 6 mai pour la France et du 30 avril au 4 mai pour les autres pays auprès d'un 
échantillon de 3.005 Européens représentatif de la population de chacun des pays, selon la méthode des 
quotas. 

http://www.odoxa.fr/sondage/etude-france-europe-francais-plus-critiques-deurope-a-legard-de-
gouvernement/ 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  



14 
 

COUNTRIES ANNEX 
 
 
Austria .................................................................................................................................................................................. 15 
Belgium ................................................................................................................................................................................ 16 
Bulgaria ................................................................................................................................................................................ 18 
Cyprus .................................................................................................................................................................................. 21 
Czech Republic .................................................................................................................................................................. 23 
Estonia .................................................................................................................................................................................. 24 
Finland ................................................................................................................................................................................. 26 
France ................................................................................................................................................................................... 27 
Germany .............................................................................................................................................................................. 29 
Greece .................................................................................................................................................................................. 33 
Hungary ............................................................................................................................................................................... 35 
Ireland .................................................................................................................................................................................. 38 
Italy ........................................................................................................................................................................................ 40 
Latvia .................................................................................................................................................................................... 44 
Netherlands ........................................................................................................................................................................ 47 
Poland .................................................................................................................................................................................. 48 
Portugal ............................................................................................................................................................................... 55 
Romania ............................................................................................................................................................................... 56 
Slovenia ............................................................................................................................................................................... 58 
Spain ..................................................................................................................................................................................... 59 
Sweden ................................................................................................................................................................................ 60 
 
  



15 
 

Austria 
 
ÖGfE survey on Europe Day: Austrians wish for more EU involvement in economy, climate 
protection and rule of law 
ÖGfE, 09/05/2020 [in DE, POMU translation] 

Austrians see the Union as a global player facing future challenges, above all in economic and 
humanitarian terms, and welcome a strong commitment to climate policy as well as support for the 
rule of law in the member states. A majority is not averse to fundamental treaty changes. This is 
shown in a recent survey by the Austrian Society for European Politics (ÖGfE), which was published 
on the occasion of Europe Day. 

[...] 

Source: https://oegfe.at/2020/05/09_umfrage_eu_zukunft/ 

 
Majority says: Kurz was allowed to exaggerate with warning of 100,000 corona deaths 
APA, 07/05/2020 [in DE, POMU translation] 

55% fear that a second corona wave is coming - Sunday question: ÖVP 45%, Greens 18%, SPÖ 17%, 
FPÖ 10%, Neos 6%, Strache 3% 

Vienna (OTS) - The majority of Austrians believe that Chancellor Sebastian Kurz did the right thing 
with his warning of 100,000 corona deaths. This is the result of a new survey commissioned by 
Austrian daily ‚Österreich‘ by the Research Affairs Institute (1,000 online interviews, May 4-7, 
maximum fluctuation margin 3.2%). 58 percent of those questioned agree with the following 
sentence: "Even if it was exaggerated: Kurz's warning was necessary to make people aware of the 
seriousness of the situation.". 

27% of Austrians think it would have been wrong to exaggerate like that, even if it was important to 
make people understand the seriousness of the situation. However, 15 percent say that the short 
appeal was "irresponsible scaremongering". 

How seriously Austrians continue to take the Corona crisis is shown by the question whether Austria 
has already survived the epidemic. 55 percent of those questioned think that only the first wave 
has been survived, but fear that a second wave is coming. 30 percent think that Austria has now 
"survived the worst". 16 percent believe that the epidemic is far from over. 

There is still broad support for the government measures. 74% of Austrians consider them 
appropriate (35% completely, 39% largely appropriate). 21% think they are exaggerated (14% 
slightly, 7% totally exaggerated). For 5 per cent they were still not radical enough. 

77 percent are satisfied with the corona policy of the government (39% rather, 38% very 
satisfied). That is three percentage points less than in the survey two weeks ago. General 
satisfaction with the government has also fallen slightly - albeit at an extremely high level. 73 
percent (two weeks ago it was 77%) of Austrians are satisfied with the ÖVP-Green government. 56 
percent of Austrians consider the ‚turquoise-green coalition‘ to be the best form of government even 
after the Corona crisis. 

[...] 

Source: https://www.ots.at/presseaussendung/OTS_20200507_OTS0190/mehrheit-sagt-laut-
oesterreich-umfrage-kurz-durfte-mit-warnung-vor-100000-corona-toten-uebertreiben 
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Belgium 
 
"Voters do not look to populists in times of crisis" / ‘In crisis kijkt kiezer niet naar populisten’ 
De Morgen - 11 May 2020  

 
In an interview, political scientist Sarah de Lange comments on the impact of the coronavirus on 
democracies. Ms de Lange explains that the rally around the flag effect, during which leaders get 
more positively appreciated by the populace due to external existential threats, can be observed in 
Europe. Ms de Lange noted that Sid Lukkassen said some people should be disabled without the use 
of violence, which she notes is against the spirit of the Rule of Law. She adds that Mr Lukkassen is an 
employee of the ECR group in the European Parliament (the Belgian N-VA is also a member of the 
ECR). [...] 
 
 
Déconfinement: Sophie Wilmès très peu soutenue au Parlement 
LeSoir.be, 30/04/2020 

La Première ministre n’a pas été épargnée jeudi – sur le déconfinement – par les partis qui… ont 
voté la confiance à son gouvernement. Seul le MR vole à son secours. Ajoutez la poussée du Premier 
mai, mais aussi les commentaires en faveur de négociations pour la formation d’un gouvernement 
de plein exercice… Grosse pression. Sophie Wilmès a été sévèrement interpelée par plusieurs 
partis, ce jeudi, à la Chambre. Seul le MR l’a pleinement soutenue. 
 
Sophie Wilmès et son gouvernement minoritaire obtenaient la « confiance » à la Chambre le 19 mars 
dernier. Qu’en reste-t-il ? A suivre les débats parlementaires jeudi après-midi en plénière, on 
s’interroge. PS, Ecolo, CDH, Défi, côté francophone, avaient apporté leur soutien à l’exécutif mis sur 
pied dans l’urgence afin de gérer la crise du coronavirus : qu’en est-il à présent ? Tous ont interpellé 
sévèrement la Première ministre à la Chambre, délaissant Maggie De Block, cible privilégiée 
jusqu’ici. Un tir groupé. Le gouvernement fédéral est dans le collimateur, les gouvernements des 
entités fédérées sont préservés. 
 
 
Georges Gilkinet précise la position d'Ecolo: "Notre soutien est clair mais il n'est pas aveugle 
pour autant" 
RTL INFO, 28 avril 2020  
 
Malgré tout, ce week-end, Ecolo a pris ses distances… "Notre soutien est clair mais il n'est pas 
aveugle pour autant et il nous semble que le facteur humain doit être mis en avant dans la gestion 
de cette crise", a-t-il répondu. [...] 
 
Face à cette crise, Georges Gilkinet a insisté que le fait qu'Ecolo continue à travailler avec les autres 
partis mais il souhait "attirer une attention particulière beaucoup plus forte pour le facteur humain, 
pour le facteur sociale". 
 
 
Border controls: Petition collects 7,000 signatures / Grenzkontrollen: Petition erzielte rund 
7.000 Unterschriften 
Grenz Echo - 07 May 2020  
 
Initiator Lutz-René Kusczyk and MEP Pascal Arimont (EPP, BE) handed an online petition to the 
National Security Council. The aim is to lift the ban on incoming and outgoing traffic of Belgian 
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residents as soon as possible. Over 7,000 people signed it. In the letter, MEP Arimont reminds of its 
demands to stop border controls and entry restrictions as soon as possible. 
 
La Commission prévoit une reprise en 2021 un peu moins forte que le choc de 2020 
belga-fr - 06 May 2020   
 

 Pour la Belgique, l'exécutif européen voit le PIB chuter de 7,2%, un scénario à peine moins 
pessimiste que les -8% envisagés il y a un mois par la Banque nationale et le Bureau du Plan. 
Le pays se situerait ainsi entre l'Allemagne (-6,5%) et la France (-8,2%).  

 Son économie se redresserait en 2021 de 6,7% (5,9% en Allemagne, 7,4% en France).  
 

 Pour l'emploi, la Belgique serait parmi les pays les moins touchés, avec un recul prévu d'à 
peine 1% comparable à l'Allemagne (-0,9%), là où la France chuterait à -9,1%, l'Espagne à -
8,7% et l'Italie à -7,5%.  

 Le taux de chômage en Belgique remonterait à son niveau de 2017 (7%) avant de 
redescendre en 2021 à 6,6%, pour 5,4% en 2019.  

 Après des années de lente baisse, la Belgique verrait sa dette repartir vivement à la hausse: 
de 98,6% du PIB l'an dernier, elle passerait à 113,8% cette année.  

 Quant au déficit public belge, il plongerait à -8,9%, non loin de la France (-9,9%), tandis que 
l'Espagne et l'Italie passeraient au-dessus des 10% (-10,1% et -11,1%).  

 
 
Vous n'êtes pas prêt à vous rendre à nouveau au travail, d’après notre sondage 
7sur7.be, 06-05-20 
 
Selon un sondage réalisé par la start-up belge eBloom, jusqu’à 94% des personnes qui ont 
découvert le télétravail lors du confinement sont prêts à le pratiquer à l’avenir. Ce mardi 5 mai, 
nous vous demandions si vous souhaitiez définitivement l’intégrer à votre vie professionnelle. Sur 
les quelque 1350 lecteurs ayant répondu, 29% ont indiqué vouloir l’intégrer à temps plein. Plus 
de deux répondants sur trois ont déclaré vouloir le pratiquer en alternance avec le travail à 
l’entreprise. À peine 9% des lecteurs jugent que “rien ne remplace le travail à l’entreprise”.  
 
On le sait, depuis le lundi 4 mai, certaines entreprises ont pu rouvrir leurs portes, même si le travail à 
domicile reste la norme. Dans ce contexte de retour au travail progressif et sur base volontaire, dans 
un autre questionnaire, 7sur7 vous demandait si vous comptiez y retourner. 4661 personnes ont 
répondu, à l’heure d’écrire ces lignes. 55% d’entre elles ont estimé qu’il était encore trop tôt pour 
y retourner. 25% des répondants misent sur un retour progressif, avec un jour par-ci par-là, alors 
que 5% hésitent encore. 15% des votants ont enfin déclaré ne pas être concernés. 
 
 
 
 



18 
 

Bulgaria 
 
Trend: Attitudes of Bulgarians in the situation with the spread of COVID-19 (May 2020) 
Trend, 07/05/2020 [in BG, EPLO summary] 

Survey conducted on 1-5/05/2020 among 988 respondents. 

More than half of Bulgarians (57%) share pessimistic views on the economic development of Bulgaria 
in the next year. The largest share (31%) states that it will take more than a year to return to a normal 
lifestyle, and 9% say that we will never return to it. 

63% of Bulgarians indicate that the National coronavirus task force is doing well with its job. 
27% are of the opposite opinion. 

The public debate continues on the measures taken in Bulgaria and other countries and the strategy 
adopted by Sweden to build "herd immunity". The opinion of the respondents is divided into three 
equal shares. 33% say Sweden's strategy is right. The same proportion (33%) are of the opposite 
opinion and believe that this strategy is not correct. 34% cannot judge. 

The lack of social activities, as well as the lack of work for some, leads to high proportions of negative 
impact on the mental and physical condition of people. Just over half of the interviewees (52%) 
indicate that the more time spent at home has a negative effect on their general mental and physical 
condition. 18% are of the opposite opinion. Only 5% say they are more likely to have a positive 
impact on their overall mental and physical condition. 23% state that they do not stay at home 
longer than usual. 

More than half of respondents expect negative outcome for Bulgarian economy in the next year after 
the crisis - 42% are rather pessimistic are 15% are very pessimistic. However, 31% are rather 
optimistic and 6% are very optimistic about the development of the economy. 22% of respondents 
believe that their incomes will decrease significantly in the next year, and 24% that they will rather 
decrease. 27% of the respondents say there will not be any change and for 1% there will be an 
increase. 

On the expectations for returning to a normal lifestyle, 31% that will be need more than a year for 
that. 14% believe it will take between 1 and 3 months, other 14% - between 3 and 6 months, and 
13% - between 6 months and a year. 9% think we won’t return to a normal lifestyle. 

In this context, 68% say they would be anxious to visit places with many people (28% of opposite 
opinion), 64% say they would be anxious to travel abroad (29% of opposite opinion). 57% would be 
worried about going to a restaurant/ cafe (39% of opposite opinion). 59% say they would not worry 
to go to work, while 32% say they would worry. 48% are not worried to go to vacation this summer, 
while 43% said they would be. 

Source: Trend 

 

Gallup International on Covid-19 
Gallup International, 05/05/2020 [in BG, EPLO summary] 

In Bulgaria, the actions of the authorities remain well accepted, although the acceptance has 
been gradually decreasing since the beginning of the crisis. 

The Bulgarian society remains concerned about the disease, but the anxiety continues to decline. 
56% of the Bulgarians believe that the coronavirus is just as dangerous as a severe flu, compared to 
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64% at the beginning of the crisis in mid-March. 23% believe that the coronavirus is not so dangerous 
(12% in mid-March), while 20% believe that it is a deadly danger to humanity (22% in mid-March). 

55% of Bulgarians find the government's measures sufficient (66% in mid-March). 32% believe 
that the measures are excessive (17% in mid-March), while 12% think that they are not enough (15% 
in mid-March).  

53% of the Bulgarians believe that it is time for the government to remove the travel restrictions 
from one location to another, while 44% say it's too early. (The government announced the travel 
restrictions will be removed few days after the survey was conducted.) 

55% of the Bulgarians approve of the actions of Prime Minister Boyko Borissov, which remains 
higher that the approval towards Borissov in normal circumstance according to Gallup International. 

46% of the Bulgarians claim that their income has decreased due to the coronavirus. 17% of the 
Bulgarians report reduced working hours. 8% say they are about to lose their jobs. Since the 
beginning of the crisis, the number of unemployed people in the country has increased by nearly 
280,000. 

The government's support measures for the economy and businesses are estimated to be 
unsatisfactory. 46% of the Bulgarians found them insufficient, 26% found them sufficient, and 25% 
did not feel familiar with the measures. Another 3% admit they cannot answer. 

Source: https://www.gallup-international.bg/43270/coronavirus-snap-poll-beginning-of-may/ 

 

Alpha Research: Impact of the coronavirus crisis on Bulgarian citizens and businesses. Part II 
Alpha Research, 04/05/2020 [in BG; EPLO summary] 

Survey conducted on 13-22/05/2020 through phone interviews with 500 companies in all sectors of 
production and services. 

In Bulgaria, the COVID-19 pandemic has a significant negative effect on the activities of 
businesses. 79% of the companies suffer direct or indirect losses, especially micro and small 
ones. A total of 21% of the businesses say that the crisis has not affected them much, with 3.5% even 
seeing an increased demand for their products or services, and just under 2% reorienting themselves 
to other activities. 

About 56.4% reported a contraction in revenue in the range of 20 to 50% or 50 to 90%. 15% said that 
their revenue was down by 100%. 

22.6% of the companies retained the same organization as before the crisis. However, as these are 
mainly medium and large companies, almost 48% of employees are in a situation where they 
continue to work full-time at their workplace, showed a parallel survey among citizens. 

In one fifth of companies (21.7%), some or all employees started working from home (the so-called 
home office), accounting for 8% of the employees. 

[...] 

Business evaluations of the government's overall response (health, economic, social) to the 
coronavirus epidemic are also positive (62% to 34%). Negative estimates are twice as low - 34% 
(21 percent rather negative and 12 percent totally negative). 
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The majority of companies in Bulgaria (87.7%) are optimistic that they will be able to get out of the 
crisis and recover their business. According to 12.3%, a negative scenario awaits them - that their 
company will go bankrupt. 69.5% hope to recover within one year. 

27% of the companies say the crisis was a chance for them to optimize their workflow, which they 
will continue to do in the future. The use of electronic services increased by 22%. 17% will continue 
to benefit from flexible working hours. One in five companies plans to launch new products and one 
in seven companies plans to launch new services. 14% plan to work with other companies to achieve 
greater efficiency. 38% said that there was no change in their usual workflow. 

Source: https://alpharesearch.bg/post/967-otrajenie-na-krizata-s-koronavirusa-vurhu-bulgarskite-
grajdani-i-stopanskite-subekti.html 
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Cyprus 
 
 
Poll by POLITIS newspaper 
Source: https://politis.com.cy/politis-news/kypros/dimoskopisi-tis-retailzoom-gia-p-symfonoyn-me-
chalarosi-fovoyntai-tin-exaplosi/ 
Translated by EPLO 
 

Published: 3 May 2020 
Source: Politis Newspaper  
Institute: Retail Zoom  
Methodology: Online Questionnaire - send via emails and social media 
Sample & Method: 690- online survey 
Fieldwork: 30 April 2020 
 QUESTION  ANSWERS  
1 To what extent do you agree or disagree 

with the measures taken by the 
Government of Cyprus so far on 
Covid19? 

Totally Agree: 36% 
Agree: 38% 
Neither agree nor disagree: 7% 
Disagree: 15% 
Totally disagree: 4% 

2 I believe that the measures in spite of 
their partial relaxation are…  

Strict: 34% 
Moderate: 44% 
Loose: 22% 

3 To what extent do you agree or disagree 
with maintaining the measure of 
sending SMS before movements? 

Totally Agree: 27% 
Agree: 34% 
Neither agree nor disagree: 10% 
Disagree: 15% 
Totally disagree: 14% 

4 Due to the loosening of the measures, I 
believe that the virus cases… 

Will increase: 69% 
Will remain at the same levels: 28% 
Will decrease: 3% 

5 How do you evaluate the handlings of 
the President of the Republic of Cyprus 
during the pandemic? 

Perfect: 30% 
Good: 41% 
Moderate: 21% 
Bad: 5% 
Unacceptable: 3% 

6 How do you evaluate the 
stance/reaction of political parties 
during the pandemic? 

Perfect: 7% 
Good:  39% 
Moderate: 37% 
Bad: 11% 
Unacceptable: 6% 

7  How do you evaluate the stance of 
Averof Neofytou (leader of DI.SY. - EPP) 
during the pandemic? 

Perfect: 7% 
Good: 27% 
Moderate: 27% 
Bad: 19% 
Unacceptable: 20% 

8 How do you evaluate the stance of 
Andros Kyprianou (leader of AKEL - GUE) 
during the pandemic? 

Perfect: 3% 
Good: 29% 
Moderate: 43% 
Bad: 14% 
Unacceptable: 11% 



22 
 

9 How do you evaluate the stance of 
Nikolas Papadopoulos (DI.KO.  - S&D) 
during the pandemic? 

Perfect: 4% 
Good: 29% 
Moderate: 45% 
Bad: 14% 
Unacceptable: 8% 

10 How do you evaluate the stance of 
Archbishop Chrysostomos during the 
pandemic? 

Perfect: 26% 
Good: 38% 
Moderate: 20% 
Bad: 6% 
Unacceptable: 10% 

11 Which of the following central news 
presenters do you trust most during the 
pandemic for your information? 

Gogo Alexandrinou - RIK: 34% 
Michalis Pavlidis - OMEGA: 18% 
Nikitas Kyriakou - ANT1: 16% 
Chrysanthos Tsouroullis - SIGMA: 21% 
Emilia Kenevesou - ALPHA: 21% 
None of the above: 28%  

12 Many countries abroad have stopped 
the football championships. What do 
you think should be done in Cyprus? 

Not to restart the championship again: 
32% 
To start and end without spectators: 56% 
I do not know: 12% 

13 In the event of termination of the 
championship, how do you think the 
champion and the teams that will 
represent Cyprus in Europe should be 
decided? 

Βased on the points from the matches they 
have played so far: 56% 
Τo draw lots between the 6 teams that 
entered the first group: 4% 
To apply last year's points of the teams: 8% 
I do not know: 32% 
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Czech Republic 
 
The Czech are less worried of Coronavirus then a month ago  
Ipsos,  23/4- 26/4/2020, (EPLO translation)  

https://www.ipsos.com/cs-cz/cesi-se-koronaviru-obavaji-mene-nez-pred-mesicem 

 

Concerns about the personal threat of coronavirus and the effects of the epidemic on the source of 
income have decreased in the last month.  
 
More than a third of households saw a decline in income last month.  
 
The feeling of personal threat and fear of employment is decreasing - from 81% to 68%. 
 
Coronavirus is perceived as a threat to livelihood by 55% of the population, a month ago it was 67%. 
 
49% of Czechs say they are more afraid of the economic consequences of the crisis than of the 
health consequences. 
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Estonia 
 
Survey: Movement increasing, economic concerns growing 
EER, 09/05/2020 

The survey, conducted by pollster Turu-uuringute AS, shows movement outdoors has started to 
increase and less than half of respondents - 48 percent - are staying at home. 47 percent are acting 
the same way as they did before the emergency situation was implemented and 4 percent are 
quarantined. 42 percent of respondents said they are avoiding crowded places while 5 percent said 
they weren't. 

Altogether 65 percent of people asked are following all the necessary instructions to stop the spread 
of coronavirus, 23 percent are following most of the instructions, 6 percent of residents are following 
some instructions, and 5 percent are not following the instructions at all. 

A total of 91 percent of people said they are washing their hands regularly with soap and water, 79 
percent said they are keeping their distance when moving around outside the home, that is 
following the 2+2 rule, and 74 percent of respondents said they are disinfecting their hands with 
alcohol-based products. 

Masks are worn by 22 percent of the population. Women, older people and people with higher 
education are being more careful than the rest of the population. 

Turu-uuringute AS manager Tõnis Stamberg said the picture the results of the survey paint is as 
expected. 

"Whereas in previous weeks, people were initially concerned about the spread of the virus and their 
own health and the health of others, now, there is a growing concern about the future of the 
economy and declining incomes," he said. 

[...] 

As expected, the share of the population wanting the emergency measures to be eased, 38 
percent, has further increased, the share of the population satisfied with the existing measures 
remains stable, 53 percent, and 8 percent want the measures to be made stricter. 

The survey commissioned by the Government Office was conducted by polling 2,009 Estonian 
residents aged 15 and above by telephone and over the internet. This is the eighth time the survey 
was carried out. 

Source: https://news.err.ee/1087846/survey-movement-increasing-economic-concerns-growing 

 
Survey: Residents' diligence in preventing spread of virus begins to decline 
EER, 01/05/2020 

Three-quarters of the residents of Estonia would consider using a mobile application to detect 
exposure to a COVID-19 positive person, while people's diligence in preventing the spread of the 
virus has begun to decline, it appears from a fresh survey by pollster Turu-uuringute AS. 

Altogether 74 percent of Estonian residents would be prepared to consider using a mobile 
application to detect whether they have been exposed to a COVID-19 positive person. A total of 20 
percent would not agree to use such an application and 6 percent did not have an opinion on the 
matter. 
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In the last three weeks, however, the share of the residents who are following all instructions has 
fallen by approximately ten percentage points from 80 to 70 percent. Women are much more 
diligent than men - with 79 percent of women and 60 percent of men following all instructions. 
Among residents aged 65 and older, 78-83 percent are following the guidelines. 

 [...] According to 58 percent of the population, the situation related to the coronavirus has reduced 
their or their family's income, and this indicator has remained stable. Of the working population, 41 
percent have not seen a change in their workload during the emergency situation, 35 percent have 
experienced a decreased workload and 16 percent an increased workload. Of those surveyed who 
said they were unemployed, 29 percent lost their jobs during the emergency situation. 

The share of the population seeking the easing of emergency situation measures has further 
increased - 32 percent want restrictions to be eased, 54 percent are satisfied with the measures and 
12 percent want restrictions to be made stricter. 

The survey commissioned by the Government Office was conducted by polling 2,024 Estonian 
residents aged 15 and above by telephone and over the internet. This is the seventh time the survey 
was carried out. 

Source: https://news.err.ee/1084789/survey-residents-diligence-in-preventing-spread-of-virus-begins-
to-decline 
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Finland 
 
Finnish EU attitude poll by EVA (Finnish Business and Policy Forum)  
EPLO, 09/05/2020 
 
In this edition, there was a clear downward in EU support compared to the record highs of last year. 
The result nevertheless still ranks among the highest in the past decade – and is much higher 
than anything recorded before 2010.  
 
Overall 53% of respondents said they view EU favourably vs 20% who view it unfavourably 
(25% neutral, 2% could not say). Historically the tightest margin was in 2006-2007, when there was 
just one percentage point between 'favourables' and 'unfavourables'. The record high results in 
terms of EU support happened both in 2019: 56 vs 13 (in May before EE2019) and 60 vs 17 (after 
elections).  
 

 
The results are based on the answers of 2,060 people. The margin of error of the results at the level of the 
whole population is 2-3 percentage points. Data were collected from March 26 to April 3, 2020. 
 
The details in FI here: https://www.eva.fi/blog/2020/05/09/suomalaisten-eu-myonteisyys-notkahti/  
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France 
 

Suivi de la crise du coronavirus et de l’action gouvernementale – vague 13  
https://www.ifop.com/publication/suivi-de-la-crise-du-coronavirus-et-de-l-action-gouvernementale-
vague-13/ 

Cette nouvelle Balise d’Opinion Ifop-Fiducial pour CNews et Sud Radio s’intéresse à l’épidémie de 
coronavirus en France et à l’action gouvernementale pour y faire face et révèle les enseignements 
suivants :  
 
Le regard sur la gestion gouvernementale de l’épidémie de coronavirus fait toujours l’objet 
de jugements sévères : 80% des Français (+6 points) pensent que le gouvernement a caché 
certaines informations, seuls 38% des interviewés reconnaissent que le gouvernement a donné tous 
les moyens aux infrastructures et aux professionnels de santé (+3 points), 29% qu’il a communiqué 
de manière claire (-4 points), et 26% qu’il a réagi rapidement (=). 
 
Plus de six Français sur dix (65%, +3 points) ne font pas confiance au gouvernement pour préparer 
le pays au déconfinement à partir du 11 mai. Par proximité partisane, cette défiance est plus élevée 
chez les sympathisants La France Insoumise (83%) et Rassemblement National (74%), ainsi que chez 
les Français se sentant Gilet jaune (80%) ou les soutenant (80%). 
 
 
Le regard des français sur l’action gouvernementale face au covid-19 
Et sur les alternatives à Emmanuel Macron 
Sondage IFOP paru le 04/05/20  

https://www.ifop.com/publication/le-regard-des-francais-sur-laction-gouvernementale-face-au-covid-
19-et-sur-les-alternatives-a-emmanuel-macron/ 
 
A près de 10 jours de l’échéance du 11 mai, figure toujours un contexte de défiance majoritaire  à 
l’égard de  la gestion gouvernementale de la crise du Covid-19 : 61% des Français déclarent ne 
pas faire confiance au gouvernement pour faire face efficacement au Coronavirus (stable par rapport 
à l’enquête du 21-22 avril). A un degré moindre, une courte majorité de Français (53%) exprimé sa 
défiance s’agissant de la capacité des pouvoir publics à aider les entreprises en difficulté. 
  
Pour autant, la question des alternatives à Emmanuel Macron, à deux ans de la fin du mandat 
présidentiel permet de nuancer “en comparatif” cette défiance. En effet, aucune des personnalités 
testées n’apparaît en capacité pour une majorité de Français de faire mieux que l’actuel locataire de 
l’Elysée. De la même manière, le différentiel “ferait mieux” vs “ferait moins bien” qu’Emmanuel 
Macron s’avère défavorable à toutes les personnalités. 
 
 
Baromètre quotidien de suivi de la crise du covid 19 
Comment les français vivent-ils la période actuelle  
 
Baromètre quotidien BVA paru le 05/05/20 du suivi de la crise:  
https://www.bva-group.com/sondages/barometre-quotidien-de-suivi-de-crise-covid-19-vague-48/ 
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Le 11 mai en perspective apporte son lot d’impatiences, d’incertitudes, d’espoirs et peut-être de 
déceptions. Le moral des Français est particulièrement affecté par les perspectives à court, et 
moyen termes : le moral des Français a tendance à s’affaiblir au fur et à mesure qu’approche le 11 
mai. Plafonné à 6,2 depuis quelques jours, il est cependant plus élevé chez ceux qui pensent que 
« les choses vont rester stables » ou que « le pire est derrière nous » (6,5). 
 
 
Coronavirus (vague 12) : les Français se préparent au 11 mai avec inquiétude 
Sondage Elabe paru le 06/05/20 intitulé "Les Français se préparent au 11 mai avec inquiétude" avec 
BFMTV :https://elabe.fr/coronavirus-vague12/ 

Le déconfinement inquiète 2 Français sur 3 

 A moins d’une semaine du début du déconfinement, 67% (+4 points en une semaine) des 
Français se disent inquiets, dont 48% plutôt inquiets (stable) et 19% très inquiets (+4). A 
l’inverse, 33% se disent confiants (-4), dont 29% (-4%) plutôt confiants et seulement 4% 
(stable) très confiants.Plutôt confiants la semaine dernière, les électeurs d’Emmanuel Macron ont 
basculé cette semaine dans l’inquiétude (56%, +12). Parmi les autres électorats, près de 7 Français 
sur 10 se disent inquiets. La progression est sensible chez Les électeurs de François Fillon (71%, +15) 
et de Benoît Hamon (71%, +13). 
 
 
L’aspiration majoritaire à un autre monde 
Baromètre politique Viavoice d'avril 2020 intitulé "Coronavirus, quel monde d'après" avec Libération 
:http://www.institut-viavoice.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Barometre-Viavoice-Liberation-
Avril2020-Coronavirus.pdf 
 
Tel est l’enseignement essentiel de cette nouvelle livraison du baromètre Viavoice – Libération : de 
très larges majorités de Français aspirent à un autre monde, dont les lignes de force peu à peu 
sedessinent. 

Un autre monde : souveraineté collective, dépassement de la société de marché , et biens communs 
Les résultats sont frappants par leur ampleur : les Français aspirent massivement à un autre monde, 
dont les axes majeurs sont: 

 - La reconquête de la souveraineté collective : 70 % estiment qu’il faut « reprendre la 
construction européenne et créer une vraie puissance européenne », et 84 % qu’il faut « 
relocaliser en Europe le maximum de filières de production ». Pour cela est souhaité un « 
protectionnisme économique beaucoup plus strict envers le reste du monde », que ce soit aux 
frontières de l’UE(65 %)oude la France (54%); 

 - Le dépassement de la société de marché : 69 % jugent nécessaire de « ralentir le productivisme et 
la recherche perpétuelle de rentabilité », et 70 % de « réduire l’influence de la finance et des 
actionnaires sur la vie des entreprises» ;  

- La sanctuarisation de « biens communs indispensables à tous » qu’il sera interdit de « fragiliser à 
l’avenir » : certes les « hôpitaux publics » (91 %) ou la « Sécurité sociale » (85 %), mais également « 
l’accès à l’eau et à un air de qualité » (88 %), la « biodiversité » (76 %) et l’« Education nationale» (82%). 
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Germany 
 
YouGov: Economic issues are not seen as a European responsibility 
YouGov, 07/05/2020 [in DE, POMU translation] 

Europe and the EU in times of crisis 

At the end of February 2020, 8 percent of eligible Germans voted "Europe and the EU" as one of the 
five most important issues for politicians in Germany to deal with. Europe thus occupies a rather low 
place in the spectrum of important topics and falls far behind the topics of healthcare, climate 
protection, old-age provision and immigration. 

However, an increase in the importance of the topic Europe can be observed over the last three 
months. At the end of March, 12 percent of voters ranked Europe and the EU among the five most 
important issues, compared with 13 percent at the end of April. The increasing importance could be 
related to the increased media presence of the EU in recent weeks. In the context of the Corona crisis, 
there has been much discussion about European borders, the spread and measures to contain the 
pandemic, and the economic consequences at European level. But how is the EU's action assessed? 
And does the crisis unite Europe or divide it? 

Hardly any support for the way the head of the EU Commission is dealing with the crisis 

The results of a recent survey of 2,027 Germans entitled to vote from 23.04. to 27.04.2020 show that 
in the context of the corona crisis, the European Union is attributed considerably less 
importance than the governments of the nation states. Above all, the low level of agreement 
among the respondents with the approach of EU Commission President Ursula von der Leyen in the 
corona crisis indicates that Germans currently have little confidence in the European Union: One 
third of Germans eligible to vote (30 percent) rate the actions of the EU Commission President 
as bad or very bad, while only 14 percent rate it as good or very good. This means that von der 
Leyen's popularity currently ranks well behind that of French President Emmanuel Macron and 
Austrian Chancellor Sebastian Kurz. The rating of Chancellor Angela Merkel, on the other hand, is 
very good by comparison: Around six out of ten Germans (57 percent) assess the Chancellor's 
approach to the Corona crisis as good or very good. 

[How do you rate the approaches of the following politicans during the corona crisis?] 
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[...] 

In recent weeks, the EU has been particularly divided on the economic impact of the crisis and how 
to tackle it. For a long time, the European member states had not been able to agree on a common 
financial strategy. In the dispute over the financing of the Corona crisis, European government 
bonds, with which the EU countries can jointly take on debt and for which they are jointly liable, 
were discussed time and again. While Italy and France in particular insisted on the introduction of 
so-called corona bonds, Germany in particular had repeatedly spoken out against joint debts. The 
majority of German voters agree with the German government: 54 percent of those questioned 
reject the introduction of corona bonds. Only one in four (25 percent) would support the 
introduction. 

Respondents who state that they will vote for CDU/CSU, FDP or AfD in the next federal election are 
particularly strongly opposed to the introduction of common European government bonds 
(CDU/CSU: 66 percent; FDP: 67 percent; AfD: 74 percent). The people most likely to vote for the 
Greens are those who would vote for them: About four out of ten respondents (38 percent) would 
support corona bonds. [...] 

Although the EU traditionally stands for a strong European and above all common economic policy, 
in times of crisis the focus seems to be increasingly on the German government: Four out of ten 
respondents (37 percent) believe that the issue of economic growth is more a national 
responsibility. Only 17 percent see the EU as more responsible. Furthermore, almost half of the 
respondents (48 percent) think that each EU country should rather deal with the issue of 
national debt itself. This opinion is shared not only by those who would vote for the AfD in the next 
federal election (71 percent), but above all by those who would vote for the SPD and FDP (57 percent 
each). One in ten of the eligible voters surveyed does not want to make a commitment when it comes 
to assigning responsibility (12 percent). 

[Which challenge should be tackled by the EU or rather by each national state alone? 

[Left: Only EU / Right: Only national states: Health, Economic Growth, Public debts, Climate and 
environment protection, Immigration, Energy] 
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When it comes to health care, 46 percent of Germans also see their own country as having more 
responsibility than the European Union. Only 16 percent believe that the topic is an EU responsibility. 
[...] 

The issue of immigration and refugees, on the other hand, is considered by the majority to be 
a European issue, which is hardly surprising given the devastating situation on the Greek 
islands. The issue of climate and environmental protection is also increasingly seen as a 
European challenge. Four out of ten respondents in each case see the EU as having a duty to do 
something about this. 

These are the results of a recent survey, for which 2,027 Germans eligible to vote were interviewed 
between 23.04. and 27.04.2020. 

Source: https://yougov.de/news/2020/05/07/wirtschaftsthemen-werden-nicht-europaischer-verant/ 

 

Deutschlandtrend: Söder is winner of the crisis 
Tagesschau, 07/05/2020 [in DE, POMU translation] 

Officially, in these times nobody wants to speculate about who might be next year's candidate for 
chancellor of the Union. But some names are being discussed unofficially for the CDU/CSU. The 
Germans currently rate Markus Söder, the CSU party leader and Bavarian Minister President, best. 53 
percent say he would be a good candidate for chancellor for the CDU/CSU. About Friedrich Merz, 33 
percent of citizens say that. 27 percent say that about Armin Laschet, the Minister President of North 
Rhine-Westphalia, and 21 percent say that about Norbert Röttgen, the foreign policy expert. 

Germans are increasingly pessimistic about the economic situation. Two thirds of Germans 
consider the situation to be not good or bad. Only one third assess the economic situation as 
good. This is the lowest value in a survey by Infratest dimap on ARD DeutschlandTrend since 
the euro financial crisis of 2008/2009. Two months ago, i.e. before the start of the lockdown 
measures in Germany, the picture was reversed: At that time, two thirds assessed the economic 
situation as good and one third as bad. 

[...] The EU expects a recession of historic proportions as a result of the corona pandemic. In Germany, 
too, measures to stimulate the economy are therefore already being discussed. The majority of 
Germans are fundamentally opposed to a possible purchase premium for new vehicles: 63 
percent say they are fundamentally against such government incentives when buying a car. 22 
percent think that there should only be incentives for climate-friendly cars. Twelve percent are in 
favour of a purchase premium for all new vehicles. 

[...] The fact that politicians announced further easing of the corona measures on Wednesday 
corresponds to the wishes of a narrow majority of Germans: 54 percent on Monday and Tuesday 
of this week were in favour of greater easing. 41 percent wished that the previous restrictions be 
maintained in the coming weeks in order to contain the corona virus. A majority of supporters of the 
FDP (72 percent), AfD (62 percent) and CDU/CSU (56 percent) were in favour of greater relaxation. 
Among left-wing supporters, 52 percent were in favour, 47 percent against. Among Green 
supporters, 48 percent were for and 48 percent against. Among SPD supporters, a majority of 58 per 
cent was in favour of maintaining the previous restrictions; 40 per cent of SPD supporters were in 
favour of greater relaxation. 

A majority of Germans continue to give positive testimony to the Federal Government's corona 
crisis management. Two thirds (67 percent) are very satisfied or satisfied (-5 compared to April); 
one third (32 percent) are less satisfied or not satisfied at all (+5). 
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Almost two thirds of Germans (64 percent) are also very satisfied or satisfied with the work of 
the federal government in general. In the previous month, the federal government had already 
achieved a 63 percent satisfaction rating, the best value since the ARD DeutschlandTrend was 
established. Currently, 35 percent of Germans are less or not at all satisfied with the work of the 
federal government (-1). 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel is more popular than she has been for a long time. Two 
thirds of Germans (68 percent) are very satisfied or satisfied with her work. This represents an 
improvement of a further four percentage points compared with the previous month and the 
highest level of popularity since July 2017. 59 percent are very satisfied or satisfied with Finance 
Minister Olaf Scholz (SPD) and 56 percent with Health Minister Jens Spahn (CDU). Both lost 4 
percentage points and slightly missed their personal best values from the previous month. [...] 

Source: https://www.tagesschau.de/inland/deutschlandtrend/ 

 
A narrow majority has confidence in the federal government's easing policy 
Spiegel Online, 05/05/2020 [in DE, POMU translation] 

[...] With her strategy, the Chancellor still has the support of the majority of the population - but only 
just. This is the result of a representative online survey conducted by the opinion research institute 
Civey on behalf of SPIEGEL. 

According to the survey, just under 53 percent of Germans have a lot of confidence that the 
Federal Government will weigh up the opportunities and risks of relaxing the corona 
measures responsibly. 21 percent of those surveyed have a great deal of confidence, 32 percent 
have "rather a lot of confidence". The data was collected on May 4 and 5, and the sampling error was 
2.5 percentage points. 

[...] The basic satisfaction with the corona crisis management of the Federal Government remains 
high, as another Civey survey shows. In addition to contact restrictions, this includes state 
emergency aid for companies, the planned bonus payments for nursing staff, return campaigns for 
German holidaymakers or the procurement of protective clothing for medical personnel. 

Around 60 percent of Germans are generally satisfied or very satisfied with crisis 
management. In contrast, 31 percent of those surveyed are dissatisfied, nine percent undecided. A 
month ago, satisfaction was slightly higher according to Civey data and stood at 65 percent, a 
quarter of those surveyed were dissatisfied. For the current evaluation of the ongoing survey, the 
answers of 10,059 respondents between April 21 and May 5, 2020 were taken into account. 

Source: https://www.spiegel.de/politik/deutschland/corona-krise-knappe-mehrheit-hat-vertrauen-in-
lockerungspolitik-der-bundesregierung-a-60a27fc7-1614-4c6e-ab8e-f1760ded5789 
 
Survey: majority of citizens perceive corona measures as a burden 
Yahoo news, 06/05/2020 [in DE, POMU translation] 

The majority of citizens feel that the measures imposed because of the Corona pandemic are 
a burden. In a survey conducted by the polling company Insa for the "Bild" newspaper, 57 percent 
of the participants expressed themselves in this direction, as the newspaper reported on Wednesday. 
According to this, 38 percent said that the restrictions were rather burdensome for them, 19 percent 
even described them as very burdensome. 

Source: https://de.nachrichten.yahoo.com/umfrage-mehrheit-b%C3%BCrger-empfindet-corona-
ma%C3%9Fnahmen-belastung-090348659.html?guccounter=1 
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Greece 
 
Pulse poll for SkyTV 

Source: https://www.skai.gr/sites/default/files/attachments/2020-05/pulse%20may%2020.pdf 
Translated by EPLO 
 
Selected questions: 
 

 How worried are you from the CV19 pandemic in Greece?  
o Very much / much : 63%  
o a little / not at all: 13% 

 
 Have the pandemic and the ensuing measures affected the financial situation of your 

household?  
o Very much / much: 53% 
o a little / not at all: 23% 

 
 How much do you expect they might affect the financial situation of your household in the 

coming months?  
o Very much / much : 66% 
o A little / not at all: 13% 

 
 How do you rate the Government in dealing with the pandemic?  

o Very positively / rather positively: 75% 
o Rather negatively / very negatively: 20% 

 
 How do you rate the proposals of the opposition (Syriza/GUE) in dealing with the pandemic? 

o Very positively / rather positively: 44% 
o Rather negatively / very negatively: 50% 

 
 Easing the lockdown took place in Greece....  

o Sooner than needed: 15% 
o At the right moment: 63% 
o Later than needed: 13% 

 
 If we had elections next week, your vote would go to....  

o ND (EPP): 42.5% 
o Syriza (GUE): 22% 
o KINAL (SD): 6% 
o KKE (NI): 5.5% 
o Greek Solution (ECR): 4% 
o Mera25 (Varoufakis): 2.5% 
o Golden Dawn (NI): 1.5% 
o Others: 4.5% 
o Undecided: 8% 
o Blank/ Spoilt/ Abstain: 3.5% 
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Interview Poll for VerginaTV published 6/5 
 
Source: https://www.protothema.gr/politics/article/1003461/dimoskopisi-stis-225-monades-to-
provadisma-tis-nd-enadi-tou-suriza/ 
Translated by EPLO 

 
Origins of Covid-19 

 virus originating from a Chinese lab 37% 
 virus transmitted from animals to humans 36% 
 don’t know 27% 

 
Lockdown measures... 

 necessary, even if this costs me my job/my company 42% 
 will cause many to lose their jobs, ought to be lifted asap 49% 
 don’t know 9% 
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Hungary 
 
 
Coronavirus: preliminary expectations, effects of social and economic changes – Publicus 
Institute 
https://publicus.hu/blog/koronavirus-elozetes-varakozasok-a-tarsadalmi-es-gazdasagi-valtozasok-
hatasai/ 
 
Publicus Institute conducted a follow-up study the populations’ overall opinion on the effects of 
the coronavirus on the socio-political environment, in a nationwide representative poll, 
conducted on behalf of Népszava (Hungarian left-wing daily newspaper) between April 14 and 18 
by interviewing 1,005 people. 
 
- Compared to the March 2020 Publicus survey on the socio-economic effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the proportion of those who believe that further restrictive measures can be 
expected has decreased significantly. Now only 57% of respondents expect tightened curfews, 
48% closed malls and larger shops, 47% restricted traffic between cities and towns, 30% suspended 
public transport and 47% expect a compulsory quarantine for elderly citizens. However, nine out of 
ten respondents, similar to the survey from last month, still believe that the economic damage 
caused to Hungary by the coronavirus and precautionary measures will be severe. 
 
- It is mainly employees and students who see (62% to 50%) that it causes more social harm, that 
many companies go bankrupt in a stagnant economy and many people find themselves in a difficult 
situation. However, more than half of retirees (53%) say the cause of the epidemic is greater social 
harm, with many people becoming seriously ill and dying from the epidemic. 
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Tourism and event management can relieve after the pandemic – Ipsos  
https://www.ipsos.com/hu-hu/turizmus-es-rendezvenyszervezes-fellelegezhet-jarvany-utan 
 
IPSOS examined the populations’ trust in media outlets and the different precautionary decisions 
made in the light of the coronavirus in a nationwide representative poll during the end of April by 
interviewing 1,000 adult people. 
 
- According to those surveyed, scientists and the WHO (World Health Organization) are the most 
credible opinion leaders on the coronavirus pandemic, while social media is the least credible 
source, despite a slight increase in its average confidence index. The outstanding optimism of the 
youngest age group (adults under the age of 30) measured a month ago has been dulled towards 
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almost every medium or organization, however, this age group still has the most confidence in 
various sources. 
 

 
 
- Compared to the 33% measured a month ago, 48% of respondents already feel that media activity 
around the virus is excessive. People aged between 18 and 39 are particularly sceptical about the 
severity of the COVID-19 epidemic suggested by the media. A two-thirds majority trusts 
pharmaceutical companies to develop vaccines, while 37% believe that the previous order will be 
restored by June (with the latter value, Hungarians are also considered cautious worldwide). 
- According to the results of the most recent survey, nearly a tenth of active workers lost their 
previous jobs as a result of the epidemic. This figure is 7% for men and almost 11% for women. Those 
with up to primary school education are the most affected group, with a quarter of jobs lost in recent 
months (25%). 
 

 
 (Translation of the texts and charts done by EPLO Budapest) 
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Ireland 
 
Ireland and the EU Poll 2020 
RED C opinion poll, commissioned by European Movement Ireland 
https://www.europeanmovement.ie/programmes/ireland-and-the-eu-poll/ 

 
Poll indicates people in Ireland strongly support EU trade deals and increase in EU defence and 
security co-operation while few support increased contribution to EU budget. Annual EM 
Ireland – RED C Poll also shows that people in Ireland are split on EU handling of COVID-19 pandemic 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The results of a RED C opinion poll, commissioned by European Movement Ireland to ascertain the views 
of Irish people on a variety of topics related to Irish-EU relations. The poll was conducted between the 
dates, 20-25 March 2020, among a representative sample of 1,062 people aged 18 and over from across 
the country. An online panel, chosen randomly, were asked by RED C to Agree Strongly, Agree Slightly, 
Disagree Strongly, or Disagree Slightly with 13 statements. We have grouped responses into Agree and 
Disagree, and have included when respondents said Don’t Know. 
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Living, Working and COVID-19, First findings for Ireland – April 2020 
Eurofound, (see details in the section on multi-country surveys) 

(...) Respondents were asked about their trust in institutions that have played a significant role in one 
way or another during the COVID-19 crisis. These included the healthcare system, the police, the 
government, as well as the European Union and the news media. Overall in the EU, trust in healthcare 
and the police were high, while trust in governments and the EU were low (unusually, trust in the EU 
measured lower than trust in national governments on average); trust in the news media was also 
low overall.  

In Ireland, the picture was somewhat different. Trust in the news media was higher than the EU 
average (5.5 vs. 4.6), trust in the Irish government was among the highest in the EU (6.3 vs. 4.8), 
and trust in the European Union, while lower than trust in the government, was the second highest 
among EU Member States (6.0 vs. 4.6) – only Finland had higher trust in the EU.  

Trust in the healthcare system was, as in many other countries, higher than trust in other institutions 
(6.8 vs 6.4 in the EU overall), and trust in the Gardaí was exceptionally high (7.2 vs. 6.2).  
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Italy 
 
ITALY: POLL (POMU translation) 
http://www.sondaggipoliticoelettorali.it/ListaSondaggi.aspx?st=SONDAGGI 

Title :   Osservatorio EMG 
Institute:  EMG 
Fieldwork:  05-06/05//2020 
Sample:  1589 respondents 
Method:  panel 
Selection of results 
 
Do you trust in the government? 
 
Very much   5%  
Quite a lot   31% 
Not much   22%  
Not at all   23%  
I prefer not to answer  19% 
 
 
ITALY: POLL (POMU translation) 
http://www.sondaggipoliticoelettorali.it/ListaSondaggi.aspx?st=SONDAGGI 

Title :   la gestione dell’emergenza  
Institute:  tecné 
Fieldwork:  3-4/05/2020 
Sample:  1000 
Method:  CATI-CAWI 
Selection of results 
 
Your opinion on how the Prime Minister Conte is dealing with the COVID-19 emergency?  
Positive   51%  
Negative  45%  
I do not know   4% 
 
Your opinion on how the government has prepared the Second Phase:  
Positive   36%  
Negative   50%  
I do not know   14% 
 
 
ITALY: POLL (POMU translation) 
http://www.sondaggipoliticoelettorali.it/ListaSondaggi.aspx?st=SONDAGGI 

Title:   Italiani e l’avvio della fase 2 
Institute:  IPSOS 
Fieldwork:  4/05/2020 
Sample:  600 
Method:  CATI 
Selection of results 
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Which of the following statements on the “Second phase” do you agree with most? 
It is a correct transition: we have to be prudent: 55% 
I was expecting something more: we should have started again with more courage: 28% 
We have re-opened too soon: we should have waited more:  11% 
I do not know / No opinion: 6% 
 

Today, are you afraid to lose your job, or your pension, savings, the source of your income?  

Yes 41% 

No 54% 

I do not know, no opinion 5% 
 
 
ITALY: POLL (POMU translation) 
http://www.sondaggipoliticoelettorali.it/ListaSondaggi.aspx?st=SONDAGGI 

Title :   Coronavirus, "fase 2": le preoccupazioni degli italiani 
Institute:  Demopolis 
Fieldwork:  28-29/04/2020 
Sample:  1500 
Method:  cawi-cati-cami 
Selection of results 
 
Concerning the COVID-19 emergency, what is your main worry? (Multiple answers) 
Health and risks of contagion:  72% 
Economic consequences:  65% 
Social impact and impoverishment of families:  53% 
I do not know:  5% 
 
 
ITALY: POLL (POMU translation) 
http://www.sondaggipoliticoelettorali.it/ListaSondaggi.aspx?st=SONDAGGI 

Title :   La situazione politica 5/05/2020 
Institute:  Istituto Ixé 
Fieldwork:  04-05/05/2020 
Sample:  1000 
Method:  CATI-CAWI- CAMI 
Selection of results 
 
Level of trust in ...(high + quite high) 
Conte   59 
Zaia   50 
Meloni   35 
Salvini   31 
Zingaretti  28 
Di Maio  26 
Berlusconi  22 
Renzi   11 
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Level of trust in the government of Mr Conte? 
Very high  15 
Quite high  43 
Not much  26 
Not at all  16 
 
Overall, what is your opinion of the actions taken by the government of Mr Conte in this 
emergency? 
Very positive   18 
Quite positive   51 
Not very positive  20 
Not at all positive  9 
I do not know    2 
 
 
ITALY: POLL (POMU translation) 
http://www.sondaggipoliticoelettorali.it/ListaSondaggi.aspx?st=SONDAGGI 

Title :   La situazione politica 5/05/2020 
Institute:  Index Research  
Fieldwork:  28-29/04/2020 
Sample:  800 
Method:  CATI-CAWI- CAMI 
Selection of results 
 
In your opinion, should the government take different measures region by region? 
Yes:     42,5 
No:     38,6 
I do not know, no opinion:  18,9 
 
Do you think that the measures foreseen by the Government since the 4 May are:... 
Correct:     30,9 
Not correct: it is too early to re-open :  14,4 
Not correct, we should re-open more:  45,8 
I do not know, no opinion: 8,9 
 
 
ITALY: POLL (POMU translation) 
https://www.swg.it/ 
 
Title :   Radar Settimanale, Niente sarà più come prima, 27 aprile-3 maggio 2020 
Institute:  SWG  
Fieldwork:  27/04 -03/05/2020 
Sample:  2000 
Method:  CAWI 
Selection of results 
 

 54% of responds think that it is likely that they will contract the virus themselves 
 51% believe that it is likely that someone in the family may lose the job due to the crisis 
 23% live in a feeling of fear 
 35% of people are very worried for the virus 
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 There is a consolidated trend about the duration of the crisis: for a majority of Italians the 
emergency will last for more than 3 months. 

 

 
 

 Regarding the management of the crisis, Italians ‘opinion tenda to be more positive towards 
South Korea, Italy and China  
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Latvia 
 
TV3 programme “900 seconds” poll: majority of inhabitants think that Latvia does well in 
managing Covid-19 crisis 
 
Source: https://skaties.lv/zinas/latvija/sabiedriba/aptauja-vairums-iedzivotaju-uzskata-ka-latvija-labi-
tiek-gala-ar-coid-19-krizi/ 
Translated by EPLO 
 
The Latvian government does well in managing the emergency situation and inhabitants are in a 
disciplined way, that’s why the Latvian situation is relatively good - such an evaluation was expressed 
by the Latvian president Egils Levits in an interview at the TV3 programme 900 seconds. 
 
The programme 900 seconds also made a poll to evaluate Latvians’ opinion on government’s efforts 
in managing the Covid-19 crisis: 

 54% of respondents aged 18 to 60 think that the government in general manages the 
Covid-19 crisis better in comparison with other states in Europe and the world. 

 35% of respondents think that it is not better or worse, 5% think that Latvia manages Covid-
19 crisis worse than other countries and 6% didn’t have opinion on the issue. 
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Malta 
 

Times of Malta survey: How COVID-19 changed Malta 
https://timesofmalta.com/articles/view/times-of-malta-survey-how-covid-19-changed-
malta.789608NationalCOVID-19E 

▶ 78% expect more government assistance 

▶ Many say outlook on life, work practices will change 

▶ 37% feel airport should open only when vaccine is available 

▶ More than a third will change the way they work 

 

Nearly half the Maltese say they are “likely” to change their outlook on life after the COVID-19 
pandemic, and the vast majority want the airport to remain shut, despite the devastating economic 
consequences, a survey commissioned by Times of Malta has shown. 

But 78% expect the government to provide more financial assistance to businesses while more 
than a third of those in employment say that the restrictions will force them to change the way they 
work, according to the survey that reflects a country fast adapting to a new reality. The study was 
carried out by EMCS, an advisory and market research firm, between Monday and Thursday among 
524 respondents. It has a margin of error of 4.3%. (...)  

Support for the government’s handling of the health crisis remains overwhelmingly high, with 
21% expressing ‘positive’ views and 73% feeling ‘extremely positive’.  When it comes to the 
economy, 36% of respondents expressed ‘positive’ views while 31% felt ‘extremely positive’. The 
positive perception decreased by 8% when compared with the study conducted two weeks ago and 
is the lowest score over a one-month period.  

Three-quarters of the population expect the government to come up with more financial assistance 
to support the economy. There was no variance when analysing responses by those who work in the 
private and public sector. The survey showed the self-employed were the least positive. In the 
previous study those expressing a negative view with the handling of the economic situation related 
primarily to individuals who were currently employed. The personal concerns have decreased since 
the previous study. The main concern relates to the health of loved ones, though this figure has 
decreased from 75% two weeks ago to 67%. Two weeks ago, half of the respondents said they were 
concerned about their physical health (now 36%) and 43% were concerned about their mental 
health (now 36%). Concerns about their financial situation remained stable (then 35%, now 36%). (...) 
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Netherlands 
 
 
Recent national polls in the Netherlands 
https://www.ipsos.com/nl-nl/politieke-barometer 

The most recent poll in the Netherlands was taken on the 29th of April, before the government 
announced the first stage of relative relaxation of the restrictive measures related to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The clearest conclusion that we can draw from this poll is that in the politically 
fragmented country the liberal-conservative party (VVD) (Renew) of Prime Minister Mark Rutte 
is the undisputed leader in the polls with 39 out of 150 virtual seats in parliament. This is also 
the first poll in this government period in which the PvdA (S&D) is the second largest party (15 seats), 
be it at a large distance and within the margin of error compared to the PVV (ID), and CDA (EPP). 
 
In the past weeks two parties have frequently been in the news due to a political struggle in their 
respective party: DENK (not in the EP) and 50Plus (EPP). The political leader of 50Plus decided to form 
a new party as a result. This was not known when this poll was taken, but the internal struggles were. 
The representative in the European Parliament of 50Plus, MEP Toine Manders, has stated to remain 
a representative of 50Plus and not join the party of their former political leader in the national 
parliament1. 
 

https://www.ipsos.com/nl-nl/politieke-barometer  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                               
1https://www.ed.nl/de-peel/europarlementarier-toine-manders-uit-asten-blijft-nog-op-post-voor-
50plus~a4b7198c/ 
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Poland 
 
Poland's presidential election: Political chaos and divides on Europe 
https://www.ecfr.eu/article/commentary_polands_presidential_election_political_chaos_and_divides
_on_eur 

 (...) The European Council on Foreign Relations (ECFR) conducted a public opinion poll in April to 
understand how Poles see Europe – in the context of both the presidential election and of the 
pandemic. The first lesson from the study is that, if there ever was a consensus on European 
issues in Poland, it’s over now. 

Although they have rarely come up during this year’s peculiar presidential campaign, European 
issues divide the competing political tribes more than any other topic, including the economy 
and security threats. What explains this? The European Union has been a key actor and a subject of 
political conflict in the country since 2015. In the years to come, it looks as though the EU will 
divide the country no less than it did before – and probably even more so. 

Fifty-nine percent of Duda’s supporters believe that, in today’s world, Poland must rely primarily on 
itself – rather than the EU, the United States, or other allies. Meanwhile, as many as two-thirds of 
supporters of Kidawa-Blonska and Kosiniak-Kamysz want Poland to rely on the EU. Overall, one-third 
of Poles place their hopes in the EU, while almost 50 percent favour national self-reliance. 

 
Anticipating the aftermath of the coronavirus crisis, more than half of Kidawa-Blonska’s and Kosiniak-
Kamysz’s supporters believe that Poland’s EU membership will be more important in the coming 
years than it was in the past. But only one in four supporters of Duda share this opinion. Most Poles 
take a middle view in which EU membership will be as important as it was before. 



49 
 

 
Europe has also entered into citizens’ emotional sphere. Half of Duda’s supporters feel 
underappreciated – believing that other Europeans should show more gratitude towards 
Poland. Among supporters of opposition candidates, this view is much less common. 

 
Meanwhile, half of Duda’s supporters (and 37 percent of all Poles) are of the opinion that Polish 
values are under threat in the EU. Among opposition voters, this is a minority view. Interestingly, 
supporters of Holownia are between the two poles on this issue – as they are on many others. 
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While divides over the EU are nothing new in member states, there has been a widespread tendency 
to see Poland as an exception to the rule. This is because, as Eurobarometer surveys indicated, the 
EU seemed for a long time to be at least as popular as Catholicism in the country. But ECFR’s 
study shows that Poles are now not only strongly divided on European issues, but also not 
quite as enthusiastic about the EU in general as one might believe they would be. 

Perhaps the covid-19 crisis has revealed a decline in the country’s zeal for Europe in recent 
years. Or maybe this enthusiasm never ran very deep in the first place. Whatever the truth, one 
should not take such enthusiasm for granted – as demonstrated by, among other things, the Poles’ 
approach the rule of law, migration, the climate, and economic cooperation. All these topics are 
closely linked to current debates in Europe about the meaning of solidarity. 

To start with, there are clear divisions between supporters of the ruling party and those of the 
opposition in the ways that they conceive of sovereignty. Two-thirds of voters who back Duda 
believe that Polish law should always take precedence over European law. Just 7 percent of Kidawa-
Blonska’s supporters share this opinion. More important, however, is the fact that as much as 37 
percent of voters believe that Polish law should always be more important than EU law. That’s not 
what Poland signed up for when it joined the bloc, in 2004. 
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On migration and climate policy, it is not so much about what Poles have committed to but 
what they would be ready to accept. Here, there is a great deal of uncertainty about their 
willingness to engage in key European initiatives. 

Predictably, supporters of Kidawa-Blonska, Kosiniak-Kamysz, and Biedron are much more likely than 
Duda’s backers to favour the relocation of some refugees to Poland from crowded camps in Greece. 
However, half of all voters think that the plight of these refugees is not their problem. They don’t 
seem to feel a need to show solidarity with member states that have been most affected by the issue. 

True, around 40 percent of Poles would be ready to support these countries financially and 
logistically. However, it is unclear how serious a commitment to addressing the problem they would 
accept. It’s one thing to support symbolic assistance; it’s quite another to approve a significant re-
evaluation of the EU’s budgetary priorities or distribution rules. 

 
Unsurprisingly, more than half of supporters of Kidawa-Blonska, Biedron, and Kosiniak-Kamysz back 
the EU’s climate policy – while only 11 percent of Duda’s supporters do so. However, 39 percent of 
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Poles favour a transactional approach in which Poland supported this policy only on the condition 
that it received generous financial support in return. This view prevails among supporters of 
Holownia – and is held by one-third of those of Kidawa-Blonska, Biedron, and Kosiniak-Komysz. 

 
Finally, it’s hard to avoid the question of whether Poland should join the eurozone. For many years, 
only a minority of Poles have favoured the move. However, it looks as though support for this has 
sunk to a new low. According to ECFR’s survey, just one in four Polish voters favour strengthened 
efforts to join the euro area, while 45 percent oppose them. Sooner or later, Poland may need to 
confront this issue if it wants to stay in the mainstream of European integration. 

 
In all, the upcoming presidential election may add another problem to Poland’s already complicated 
relations with the rest of Europe. Whoever becomes the next president will have to make difficult 
decisions about the country’s future in the EU. 
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Public opinion polls on the epidemic crisis and the actions taken by the government and/or 
the EU  

 
1. Public opinion on the response of the government: 
a) Oko Press: Ipsos, 27-29.04 N=1016, CATI 

 Which Polish political leader would be best up to the task as prime minister in the time 
of the epidemic? 

o 18% - Kaczyński 
o 9% - Kosiniak-Kamysz 
o 8% - Hołownia 
o 6% - Budka 
o 5% - Bosak 
o 5% - Biedroń 
o 37%- none of them 
o 12% - difficult to tell 

 Which Polish political leader would be best up to the task as prime minister in the time 
of the epidemic (answers by PiS electorate)? 

o 44% - Kaczyński 
o 2% - Kosiniak-Kamysz 
o 1% - Hołownia 
o 1% - Budka 
o 1% - Bosak 
o 40% - none of them 
o 10% - difficult to tell 

 Which Polish political leader would be best up to the task as prime minister in the time 
of the epidemic (answers by KO (Civic Coalition) electorate)? 

o 1% - Kaczyński 
o 19% - Kosiniak-Kamysz 
o 15% - Hołownia 
o 23% - Budka 
o 3% - Bosak 
o 7% - Biedroń 
o 28% - none of them 
o 5% - difficult to tell 

 Which Polish political leader would be best up to the task as prime minister in the time 
of the epidemic (answers by the electorate of Lewica (the Left))? 

o 2% - Kaczyński 
o 17% - Kosiniak-Kamysz 
o 8% - Hołownia 
o 7% - Budka 
o 0% - Bosak 
o 19% - Biedroń 
o 40% - none of them 
o 8% - difficult to tell 

 Which Polish political leader would be best up to the task as prime minister in the time 
of the epidemic (answers by PSL/KUKIZ’15’ electorate)? 

o 0% - Kaczyński 
o 32% - Kosiniak-Kamysz 
o 5% - Hołownia 
o 7% - Budka 
o 4% - Bosak 
o 7% - Biedroń 
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o 34% - none of them 
o 12% - difficult to tell 

 Which Polish political leader would be best up to the task as prime minister in the time 
of the epidemic (answers by Konfederacja’ electorate)? 

o 2% - Kaczyński 
o 1% - Kosiniak-Kamysz 
o 4% - Hołownia 
o 3% - Budka 
o 42% - Bosak 
o 3% - Biedroń 
o 37% - none of them 
o 6% - difficult to tell 

https://oko.press/najlepszym-premierem-na-czas-epidemii-bylby-zaden-z-nich/ 

 
Presidential elections polls: 

 
Support for individual candidates 
 

a) Super Express, Pollster, 30.04-4.05, N=1109, CAWI 
 Who would you vote for should the epidemic be over? 

o 40,57% - Andrzej Duda 
o 20,34% - Szymon Hołownia 
o 14,39% - Władysław Kosiniak-Kamysz 
o 10,49% - Małgorzata Kidawa-Błońska 
o 9,56% - Robert Biedroń 
o 4,65%- Krzysztof Bosak 

https://www.se.pl/wiadomosci/polityka/najnowszy-sondaz-duda-ma-tylko-40-proc-kto-w-drugiej-
turze-wybory-prezydenckie-2020-aa-GXoE-sWnq-E6gp.html 
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Portugal 
 
 
Marktest 05/05/2020:  

In the week that Portugal braces for the “new normal” only 22% of Portuguese claim they will 
spend their summer outside their normal residence. 45% claim they will continue to spend 
summer in their usual home, whilst 32% will not take holidays. 40% claim to already have been 
financially affected by the crisis. 
Source: https://covid19.marktest.pt/artigo/apenas-22-dos-portugueses-consideram-que-passarao-
suas-ferias-de-verao-fora-da-sua 

Marktest 04/05/2020:  

A poll by Marktest found that the feeling of worry amongst the Portuguese population has 
decreased (63%) along with the levels of anxiety (35%). It found that levels of saturation are 
gradually increasing, with 40% claiming this as their most prominent sentiment. Furthermore, the 
majority (84%) admit to missing family and friends. This week, the number of people who own masks 
increased significantly to 60%.  

Sources: https://covid19.marktest.pt/artigo/84-dos-portugueses-sentem-falta-de-estar-com-familia-e-
os-amigos;  https://covid19.marktest.pt/artigo/60-dos-portugueses-ja-dispoem-de-mascaras 

Pitagorica 01/05/2020: 

A poll by Pitagórica for TSF/Jornal de Notícias found that 42% of Portuguese claim to have lost 
income, whilst the majority, 56% are yet to suffer any changes. Of those enquired, 26% saw their pay 
be reduced due to loss of work, sales, or production, whilst 21% suffered loss due to lay-off. The poll 
also notes that within the age range of 18-65 years of age, cuts to income were felt by more than half 
of Portuguese families. The Prime-minister, Antonio Costa, remains the politician with highest 
approval in his work towards the tackling of Covid-19 (53 points) and 74% approval. The 
President, Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa registers an increase of one point in approval ratings, at 
47.   

The poll found that throughout the month of April, people were more optimistic with regards to the 
pandemic, with 37% believing that the situation would improve in May. 27% felt pessimistic and 
believed the pandemic would get worse. When asked about the possible contagion of family-
members, most reveal an optimistic stance, with 56% claiming this as “slightly or not probable”. 31% 
admit that it is probably that their family members would become infected with the virus. The belief 
that the government is “well-prepared” has increased and is at 57% (the poll notes this as a 41-point 
increase from the previous month). However, 33% consider that the country is unprepared.  

Sources: https://www.tsf.pt/portugal/politica/covid-19-reduz-ordenados-a-uma-em-cada-quatro-
familias-mas-a-confianca-sobe-12139796.html 

https://www.jn.pt/nacional/maioria-61-acredita-haver-empresas-que-se-aproveitam-da-crise-
12140217.html 
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Romania 
 
Voting intentions 
 
Latest IMAS opinion poll (6-24 April 2020, 1010 participants), commissioned by EuropaFM, shows the 
Romanians’ voting intentions for the parliamentary elections, as follows: 
 

➔ NL - 33%  
➔ PSD - 24,8% 
➔ USR - 10,8% 
➔ PLUS - 6,5% 
➔ Pro Romania - 8,2% 
➔ UDMR - 5,5% 
➔ ALDE - 4,4% 
➔ PMP -3,4% 

 
 
Sources:https://www.digi24.ro/stiri/actualitate/politica/sondaj-imas-pnl-33-psd-25-usr-11-alde-si-
pmp-sub-pragul-electoral-1299911, EvZ, DCNews 
 
The same IMAS survey shows that local town halls occupy the first place (with 68,8%) among the 
public institutions with which Romanians are satisfied, when it comes to their involvement in 
solving the COVID-19 crisis. The presidency ranks second, with 61.6% appreciation, and the county 
councils are appreciated as active in this context by 58.2% of respondents. Last places are occupied 
by the Prefect’s offices with 55% and the Government,with 54%. 
 

 
 

Source: https://www.europafm.ro/barometrul-europa-fm-primariile-mai-bine-cotate-decat-guvernul-
si-presedintia-in-criza-covid-19/ 

 
 
Youth more affected by fake news 
 
Save The Children Romania published an analysis (10-16 April 2020, 819 participants) on the effects 
of the fake news phenomenon on children and teens aged 10-17 in the context of the COVID-19 
pandemic. The results show that: 
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● Almost half of children and adolescents (49%) check rarely or not at all whether news about 
Covid-19 is true or not; 

● Their main source of information is the internet (73% - 49% news websites + 24% social 
networks), followed by television (57%) and on the third place are the discussions with 
parents (31%); 

● Only half of the respondents (48%) know what fake news is, with a significant number of 
respondents (22%) stating that fake news cannot be broadcast on television or in news 
publications; 

Sources: https://www.libertatea.ro/stiri/studiu-aproape-jumatate-dintre-copii-si-adolescenti-nu-
verifica-informatiile-despre-covid-19-specialistii-trag-un-semnal-de-alarma-2978870 
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Slovenia 
 
 
Poll: Slovenians favour middle way in Covid-19 fight 
5/05 (EPLO) 

A mixture of liberalism and conservatism is what 70% of Slovenians seem to favour when it comes 
to measures designed to contain the coronavirus. A poll shows the majority would not mind 
movement being limited to Slovenia, and would also support public assembly of up to 10 people 
and public events with a limited number of participants. 
 
(...) As many as 41% of Slovenians would support the government immediately relaxing all the 
restrictions imposed during the lockdown, according to the poll by market research agency 
Aragon. In this case, 92% of these respondents would feel personally free yet much less safe. 
 
The lockdown measures which were introduced at the start of the epidemic were supported by 29% 
of all respondents in the poll, which was carried out from 1 to 4 May. 
 
(...) 
 
The poll, termed Insight, also showed that the epidemic had changed the perception of the values 
such as freedom and safety. 
 
Should the "middle-ground" measures be implemented, 68% of those polled would feel personally 
free even if they could not move outside the country and if public assembly was limited to ten 
persons. Such measures would meanwhile make 13% of those polled feel less safe. 
 
"The coronavirus crisis has made people willing to partly renounce their personal freedom in the 
given situation so that society as a whole would win the fight against Covid-19," Aragon commented 
on the poll. 
 
 
Poll shows increasing concern about job security 
29/04 (EPLO) 

People are increasingly concerned about job loss due to the coronavirus epidemic. Almost a quarter 
are afraid they will lose their job, while a significant share have already been made jobless, shows a 
poll conducted by Valicon. 
 
Valicon has conducted a running survey for over a month to gauge people's sentiment during the 
pandemic. On 23 March, 15% said they were concerned about their job, by 28 April that share rose 
to 23%. 
 
 
Mediana poll: Share of opponents of government increasing 
27/04 (EPLO) 
 
The share of respondents who support the government of Janez Janša remained almost unchanged 
in April at 45.6%, shows the latest Mediana poll, while the share of those who oppose it has 
increased. Support for the ruling Democrats (SDS) has somewhat dropped compared to March to 
19.3%. 
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Spain 
 
 
El Español  04/05/2020 

51.7% of Spaniards want new elections so that another government can direct the way out of 
the crisis. 44.3% are inclined to keep Pedro Sánchez, Pablo Iglesias and their ministers in power. 

55.2% disapprove of the de-escalation plan drawn up by Moncloa and 50.4% do not want Sánchez 
to obtain the extension of the state of alarm in Congress. 

Source: https://www.elespanol.com/espana/politica/20200504/espanoles-quiere-nuevas-elecciones-
gobierno-dirija-salida/487201856_0.html 

 

La Sexta 05/05/2020 

PSOE would win those elections with 27.9% of the votes , a similar result to that obtained in the 
elections of November 2019, when it obtained 28%. 

At a great distance, the PP would ensure that it would have a result very similar to the previous 
elections with 20.4% of the votes. 

Source: https://www.lasexta.com/noticias/nacional/barometro-lasexta-sanitarios-mas-valorados-
crisis-coronavirus-monarquia-suspende_202005045eaff0a980205c0001ff6619.html 

 
El Mundo 08/05/2020 

One in three families with children in Madrid loses up to half of their income due to the 
coronavirus. 
The Madrid City Council, through a survey of its citizens, places couples with dependent minors and 
single-parent households as "the most vulnerable groups". 
Source: https://www.elmundo.es/madrid/2020/05/08/5eb54097fdddff0c0a8b45e6.html 

 
El País 04/05/2020 

The Government saves the extension of the state of alarm despite the fracture with the PP. 
PP’s leader, Pablo Casaro, harshly attacks the leader of the PSOE: "The exceptional situation does not 
admit a constitutional dictatorship". 
Source: https://elpais.com/espana/politica/2020-05-06/pedro-sanchez-pide-al-congreso-que-apruebe-
la-cuarta-prorroga-del-estado-de-alarma-en-directo.html 
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Sweden 
 
 
80 % of the Swedes support the government's crisis management.  
(Source: Kantar/Sifo, 1003 interviews) 
 

 
 
People are getting slight more worried about their future again, 51 % are worried 
(Source: Kantar/Sifo, 700 interviews) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


