
 

 

 
 
 
This week’s newsletter from DG Communication’s Public Opinion Monitoring Unit continues to 
focus on the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on public opinion within the European Union and 
beyond.  
 
Presenting pertinent information and analysis from both EU level and the Member States, we draw 
on available and published surveys, social media monitoring and the analysis of our team in close 
collaboration with other services within DG COMM, specifically Parliament’s Liaison Office in all 
Member States. 
 
The current edition of the newsletter contains: 
 
• A short analytical summary on main results and insights from across the EU, based on 

current surveys 
• A collection of recent multi-national surveys comparing public opinion from several EU 

and other countries on the Covid-19 pandemic 
• Current national surveys and polls on citizens’ attitudes towards the corona crisis, their 

governments’ and the EU’s response, including, where and when available, data on trust 
in public institutions. 

 
Apart from relevant news from the Member States, we would like to draw your attention to the 
multi-country section, presenting this week: 
 

• the 2020 edition of Transatlantic Trends focussing on the impact of the pandemic on 
the public perceptions of different foreign policy issues 
 

We welcome all comments and input to our work. If you want to know more about what the Public 
Opinion Monitoring Unit can do for you in this time of crisis, please contact: 
 
 
Philipp M. Schulmeister 
Head of Public Opinion Monitoring Unit 
philipp.schulmeister@ep.europa.eu 
dgcomm-pom@europarl.europa.eu 
@EP_Trends 

 
 

7 July 2020 
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ANALYTICAL SUMMARY 
 
1) Europeans’ reactions and perceptions of the COVID19 pandemic 
 
This week’s newsletter shows Europeans’ continuous worries about health and economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic. However, there are some country differences, mainly 
based on the resurgence of new cases. In addition, there are indications that many Europeans do not 
plan to go back to their pre-coronavirus everyday habits. 
 

• In Austria, 53% of respondents say that they have resumed their leisure habits such as 
visiting restaurants, shopping or sports as they did before the crisis. 

• 77% of Belgians want a mandatory use of face masks in public or closed spaces by customers 
and 83% want this for employees of such spaces. 

• 38% of respondents in Cyprus say that their income has decreased compared to the period 
before the pandemic. Income has stayed the same for 58%, and none report an increase. 

• In Czechia, self-employed and entrepreneurs but also people with lower education say that 
they are experiencing an economic downturn, while the crisis has not yet fully hit employees. 
Seniors are the most worried about the future.  

• In Estonia, compared with the week following the end of the emergency state, respondents' 
sense of threat regarding the coronavirus has declined. The share of people who believe that 
the acute crisis is over has grown from 63% to 75%. Still, 68% believe it is important to remain 
vigilant and continue following safety measures. Respondents' attitudes have become more 
positive compared with mid-May -- the share of people who say that they are hopeful and 
enthusiastic about the future increased from 84% to 89%. Altogether 53% of the 
respondents say that the coronavirus situation has reduced their or their family's income. 

• One in two Germans is worried that the number of infected people could increase 
considerably in the coming weeks. For 13% of them, this concern is very high and for 37% it 
is high. 32% of respondents are less worried about a second wave of infections. 

• In Hungary, 57% of respondents say that their lives have changed negatively due to the 
pandemic. Those active in the labor market are less affected mentally than retirees and those 
who do not work. Nearly a third of households (31%) report higher-than-usual internal 
tensions since the onset of the crisis, and 13% say there was definitely more tension at home 
during this period than usual. 

• A large majority of Italians (66%) is still afraid of infection and is concerned about the future 
(63%). 

• After the long time under quarantine, almost every second Lithuanian is eager to meet 
friends (45%) and relatives (40%), travel inside the country (41%) and to go abroad (38%). 
While people are eager to return to normal activities, more than half will not fully return to 
their previous habits, and a quarter of respondents say they are going to behave in a similar 
way as during the pandemic: one in three will consciously try to distance themselves and 
avoid gathering places. 

• Only 38% of Portuguese leave their home daily. The majority of them (60%) have not yet 
eaten in restaurants. 

• A study among 503 Romanian companies shows that about 75% of managers believe that 
the economy is affected. Although 55% of respondents say they have reduced their activity 
during the pandemic, only 49% are actually registering declining sales and orders.  

• In Slovenia, there is a significant change in public opinion as the number of confirmed daily 
Covid-19 cases has increased again: 55% say things are turning for the worse, while for 35% 
of respondents the situation is acceptable and bearable. 

• In Spain, only a 17% of respondents believe the official figures of deaths provided by the 
government. 
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2) Attitudes towards governments' responses and trust in public institutions 
 
Europeans are still overall satisfied with the measures taken by their governments. 
 

• In Austria, there is a clear satisfaction with the government management when it comes to 
protecting the population from the coronavirus (83%). However, the government is 
receiving much less approval when it comes to managing the economic consequences of 
the crisis (51%). 56% say that the "new" freedom to travel is coming too quickly. 

• In Cyprus, 82% of respondents have a positive opinion of the government's handling of the 
pandemic crisis until today, while 70% are positive regarding the economic measures. 

• In France, Emmanuel Macron sees his confidence rating increase by 5 points and reach 33% 
(a level that had not been reached since September 2018).  

• In Germany, Chancellor Merkel enjoys a 71% approval rate, and 63% are satisfied with the 
work of the government. Asked about priorities for the German EU Council presidency, 
climate change comes first (50%) and corona measures are ranked second (39%). 

• In Greece, a new survey shows that 60% of respondents consider Kyriakos Mitsotakis the 
best for prime minister, compared to 26% for SYRIZA President Alexis Tsipras. At the same 
time, 2 out of 3 respondents positively judge the work of the government. 

• In Hungary, the proportion of those satisfied with the work of Viktor Orbán has increased 
and currently 62% of respondents are satisfied with his work. 

• More than one in two Italians (52%) trust the Prime Minister. Overall, 46% also trust the 
current government, but the opposition is particularly strong among Lega and FDI 
supporters, with 92% declaring that they are not at all in favour of the government. 

• At the end of May, 63% of Lithuanians appreciated the work of the government during the 
pandemic. Additionally, 60% rated the work of their municipality as good.  

• In Slovakia, support for the Speaker of Parliament Boris Kollár has risen. His party, Sme 
Rodina, has achieved its highest result since its foundation in December 2015. The party 
would gain up to 13% support if an election took place now. 

• In Slovenia there is a shift in the perception of the government's measures against the virus. 
The share of those who think they are too strict is down by 11 percentage points to 22%, the 
lowest since the end of March. The share of respondents who think the measures are not 
strict enough is up from 14% in mid-June to 32%, the highest share since the end of March. 

• In Spain, three quarters of respondents support the pact between PP and PSOE on an 
economic reconstruction after the coronavirus. There is a slight reinforcement in the voting 
intentions for these two main parties (PSOE and PP). 
 

3) Attitudes towards the EU's responses 
 
Attitudes towards the EU are only available for German and Italian citizens. 
 

• 69% of German respondents believe that a European aid programme is fundamentally a 
step in the right direction. By contrast, 21% reject this idea. The joint liability for debts in the 
EU is rated acceptable by 59% of respondents, while 35% consider it unacceptable. The fact 
that the aid will be paid primarily in the form of loans is supported by 62% of German citizens. 
Only 29% of respondents are in favour of grants that do not have to be paid back. Germans 
are currently rather critical of the EU Commission President: 36% say they are very satisfied 
or satisfied with Ursula von der Leyen's work. In contrast, 53% say they are less or not at all 
satisfied with her work. 

• When asked about the EU membership and the Eurozone, nearly half of the Italian 
population answers that it is better not to leave the euro nor the European Union (49,8%) 
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4) Multi-country surveys 
 
This week the newsletter includes one multi-country survey, the 2020 edition of Transatlantic 
Trends focussing on the impact of the pandemic on the public perceptions of different foreign 
policy issues. 
 

• The United States is perceived as the most influential global power, but China’s perceived 
influence has grown as a result of the crisis. 

• 52% of Americans perceive the United Kingdom as the leading power in Europe, whereas 
72% of French and 76% Germans view Germany as the leader. Germany’s perceived 
influence in Europe has increased during the Covid-19 crisis. 

• Climate change is the top priority for transatlantic cooperation for the French and German 
populations and American Democrats. 

• Health issues have become the most urgent security challenges in all three countries: for 
45% of French respondents, 33% of Germans and 42% of Americans. 

• Most Americans (57%), French (58%) and Germans (61%) now view China’s rising influence 
negatively, with an increase in about 10 points in each country after the Covid-19 outbreak. 

• Americans are more anxious than French and German respondents about digital challenges, 
especially when it comes to privacy, cyberattacks, and fake news. 
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Multi-country surveys 
 
 
Transatlantic Trends  
30/06/2020 
https://www.bfna.org/research/transatlantic-trends-2020/ 
https://www.institutmontaigne.org/en/publications/transatlantic-trends-2020 
https://www.gmfus.org/publications/transatlantic-trends-2020 
 

The 2020 edition of Transatlantic Trends, conducted in cooperation with the German Marshall 
Fund of the United States and the Bertelsmann Foundation, includes the results of surveys carried 
out in the United States, France and Germany, first in January 2020 and then again in May, in order 
to gauge the impact of the pandemic on the public perceptions of different foreign policy 
issues. (...) Divided into five chapters, Transatlantic Trends provides a detailed picture of transatlantic 
public opinion on five core and contemporary issues: the transatlantic relationship, international 
security and defence, international trade, relations with China and digital issues. 

The State of Transatlantic Relations  

The United States is perceived as the most influential global power. The consensus remains after 
the Covid-19 crisis outbreak - by 55% of French respondents, 54% of Germans and 76% of Americans 
-, but China’s perceived influence has grown as a result of the crisis. 

We observe different perceptions of Europe across the Atlantic: 52% of Americans perceive the 
United Kingdom as the leading power in Europe, whereas 72% of French and 76% Germans 
view Germany as the leader. Germany’s perceived influence in Europe has increased during the 
Covid-19 crisis. 

Even in the midst of the coronavirus crisis, climate change is the top priority for transatlantic 
cooperation for the French and German populations and American Democrats. 

International Security and Defense  

(...) Over two-thirds of Germans and Americans believe NATO plays an important role in the security 
of their respective countries, while French respondents are more doubtful about NATO’s importance 
in ensuring France’s security. (...) 

Unsurprisingly, in the context of the Covid-19 crisis, health issues have become the most urgent 
security challenges in all three countries: for 45% of French respondents, 33% of Germans and 
42% of Americans. However, climate change comes as a close second for German respondents (24%). 

Relations with China  

Washington and the EU Commission have taken a tougher tone towards China in recent years, and 
public opinion has followed, especially after the coronavirus crisis. Indeed, most Americans (57%), 
French (58%) and Germans (61%) now view China’s rising influence negatively, with an 
increase in about 10 points in each country after the Covid-19 outbreak. (...) 

Digital Trends  

(...) On other issues, there is no consensus: Americans are more anxious than French and German 
respondents about digital challenges, especially when it comes to privacy (54% Americans are 
very concerned, vs. 46% of French and 30% of Germans), cyberattacks (49% of Americans are very 
concerned, vs. 34% of French and 37% of Germans showing deep concern), and fake news (54% of 
US respondents are very concerned, vs. 37% of French and 35% of Germans). 

https://www.bfna.org/research/transatlantic-trends-2020/
https://www.institutmontaigne.org/en/publications/transatlantic-trends-2020
https://www.gmfus.org/publications/transatlantic-trends-2020
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Overall, it appears that despite President Trump’s rhetoric against the European Union (on trade, 
defence, etc.), the American opinion appears "resilient" in recognizing the value of the transatlantic 
relationship. Indeed, a solid majority still sees a responsibility for the United States to be involved in 
the defense and security of Europe, 3 out of 4 Americans consider that NATO plays an important role 
in the security of the United States, and two thirds of Americans support a trade agreement between 
the United States and the European Union. 
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Austria 
 

Survey: majority is afraid of second corona wave 
Kurier, 01/07/2020 [in DE, POMU translation] 

OGM survey: People are worried, but at the same time have resumed their leisure activities as before 
the crisis. 

Furthermore, there is a clear satisfaction with the government management when it comes to 
protecting the population from infection with the coronavirus. This is shown by a recent OGM 
survey for the KURIER, in which more than 800 people were interviewed the week before. 

Among government supporters about 90 percent are satisfied, but also voters of opposition parties 
are mostly satisfied with the measures - from the lockdown in March to the recent loosening. FPÖ 
supporters still the least. 

Overall, however, the government is receiving much less approval when it comes to managing 
the economic consequences of the crisis. OGM boss Wolfgang Bachmayer says: "Just over half of 
Austrians are satisfied with the aid packages, a good 40 percent are not. This somewhat restrained 
satisfaction in view of the high level of funding comes mainly from the ranks of opposition 
supporters". 

However, the outlook remains negative. The majority of 56 percent of those surveyed say that the 
"new" freedom to travel is coming too quickly, and that they fear a second wave of contagion. 
The Corona crisis will burden us even longer, is the basic tenor among the population. 

At the same time, 53 percent in the same survey say that they have resumed their leisure habits 
such as visiting restaurants, shopping or sports as they did before the crisis. For Bachmayer this is 
"schizophrenic" in a way. 

[83% of Austrians are satisfied when asked about how the government handled the corona crisis 
regarding the infections] 

 

[51% of Austrians are satisfied when asked about how the government’s measures to support the 
economic recovery] 



9 
 

 

[56% of Austrians think the ‚freedom to travel‘ was re-introduced to early and worry about a second wave, 
while 39% think opening the border and restoring the freedom to travel was right] 

 

Source: https://kurier.at/politik/inland/umfrage-mehrheit-hat-angst-vor-zweiter-corona-
welle/400958603 

https://kurier.at/politik/inland/umfrage-mehrheit-hat-angst-vor-zweiter-corona-welle/400958603
https://kurier.at/politik/inland/umfrage-mehrheit-hat-angst-vor-zweiter-corona-welle/400958603
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Belgium 
 
 
Les chiffres le prouvent: les Belges sont nombreux à vouloir un changement des règles 
concernant le port du masque 
Belga, 02-07-20 
https://www.lalibre.be/belgique/societe/les-chiffres-le-prouvent-les-belges-sont-nombreux-a-vouloir-
un-changement-des-regles-concernant-le-port-du-masque-5efdee5bd8ad585d0854b5a1 
 

Le nombre de personnes souhaitant l'obligation du port du masque buccal dans certaines 
situations ou environnements est en augmentation, ressort-il jeudi d'un nouveau volet d'une vaste 
étude sur la crise du coronavirus. Une grande majorité des répondants aimerait voir cette 
obligation appliquée aux clients, ainsi qu'au personnel des supermarchés et d'autres 
commerces. Le 14e volet de l'enquête menée par l'Université d'Anvers, en collaboration avec 
l'UHasselt, la KU Leuven et l'Université libre de Bruxelles (ULB), a été complété mardi par 27.000 
personnes. Les chercheurs se sont penchés cette fois sur le port du masque et les projets de vacances 
des enfants et des jeunes. 
 
Faut-il rendre obligatoire le port du masque dans tous les espaces publics et fermés,  
tels que les magasins ?  
Oui 82,1%  
Non 16,2%  
Sans avis 1,6%  
 
Les résultats indiquent qu'un nombre croissant de répondants souhaite que le port du masque 
de protection soit rendu obligatoire dans certaines situations. En effet, si 77% (+16 points de 
pourcentage depuis début juin) des répondants aimeraient voir cette obligation appliquée aux 
clients des supermarchés, ce chiffre grimpe à 83% (+8 pp) lorsqu'il s'agit du personnel. Les sondés 
sont également de plus en plus favorables au port de masque obligatoire dans d'autres types de 
commerces, que ce soit pour les clients (70%, soit une augmentation de 15 pp) ou pour le personnel 
(76%, soit une augmentation de 9 pp). L'absence d'obligation du port du masque sur le lieu de travail 
et dans la rue ne semble quant à elle pas susciter davantage d'angoisse de la part des répondants. 
(...) 
 

  

https://www.lalibre.be/belgique/societe/les-chiffres-le-prouvent-les-belges-sont-nombreux-a-vouloir-un-changement-des-regles-concernant-le-port-du-masque-5efdee5bd8ad585d0854b5a1
https://www.lalibre.be/belgique/societe/les-chiffres-le-prouvent-les-belges-sont-nombreux-a-vouloir-un-changement-des-regles-concernant-le-port-du-masque-5efdee5bd8ad585d0854b5a1
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Croatia 
 
 
Croatia re-elects PM amid corona downturn 
EUobserver, 06/07/2020 

Croatia's ruling, centre-right party cruised to victory in Sunday's (5 July) election despite concerns 
about coronavirus and the economy. "Croatia is facing serious challenges which require from us 
responsibility, knowledge, and experience. That is exactly what we have offered to the Croatian 
voters," Croatian prime minister Andrej Plenković said at his celebration rally in Zagreb. "Our victory 
is not only great, but an obligation," he added, amid an economic slump caused by a fall in tourism.  
 
Plenković's Croatian Democratic Union (HDZ) party won 66 out of 151 seats in parliament, with 90 
percent of the vote counted, leaving it 10 MPs short of an outright majority. The centre-left Social 
Democrats and allied MPs came second with 41 seats, prompting an offer to resign by party leader 
Davor Bernardić. A new nationalist party called Homeland Movement, led by a folk singer, Miroslav 
Škoro, known for misogynist and xenophobic remarks, came third with 16 seats. (...) A new green-left 
party called Mozemo also did well, winning seven seats.  
 
The HDZ has ruled almost without interruption since Croatia regained independence in 1991. And 
Plenković had extra exposure due to Croatia's EU presidency, which ended in June. The European 
Commission president, Ursula von der Leyen, Croatia's EU commissioner, Dubravka Šuica, as well as 
the centre-right leaders of Austria, Bulgaria, and Latvia also took part in a pro-HDZ video clip aired 
on Saturday. But EU officials are meant to be politically neutral, prompting an apology by 
commission spokesman Eric Mamer. (...) 
 
The Social Democrats also criticised Plenković for holding the vote despite a recent increase in 
coronavirus infections.  But Croatia's election, the third one in Europe since the pandemic, was 
less controversial than the other two - in Poland and Serbia - where ruling parties were accused 
of serious violations.  Turnout in Croatia was historically low on 46 percent. Voters were advised 
to wear masks and bring their own pens. They were urged to stay home if they had a fever.  
 
People who were infected were allowed to vote by proxy. Officials with ballot papers also visited 
some 500 homes of voters in self-isolation, the AFP news agency reported. (...) 
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Cyprus 
 
Symetron Market Research poll for Kathimerini, 28/06/2020 
 
Methodology: Telephone interviews 
Sample & Method: 600 
Fieldwork: 19-25 June 2020 
 
Source: https://www.kathimerini.com.cy/gr/politiki/dimoskopiseis/se-ypsili-ptisi-o-anastasiadis-me-60-
apodoxi 
EPLO Translation 

 
1. What is your opinion on the government's handling of the pandemic crisis until today? 

Positive: 53% 
Rather positive: 29% 
Negative: 8% 
Rather negative:10% 

 
2. What is your opinion about the measures to address the economic consequences of the 

pandemic that has taken the government? 
Positive: 36% 
Rather positive: 34% 
Negative: 13% 
Rather negative:17% 

 
3. What is your opinion about the role of opposition parties during the discussion of the bill on 

the economy? 
Positive: 14% 
Rather positive: 20% 
Negative: 30% 
Rather negative: 28% 

 
4. Do you believe that the government will be able to deal effectively with the economic 

troubles after the crisis of pandemic and create growth conditions?  
Definitely Yes: 16% 
Probably Yes: 36% 
Definitely Νο: 15% 
Probably Νο: 31% 
I do not know/I do not answer 2% 

 
5. In comparison with the period before the pandemic, have your incomes: 

Decreased: 38% 
Remained the same: 58% 
Increased: - 
Totally lost: 4% 
 

6. How satisfied are you with the work of the General Attorney, Costas Klerides? 
Very: 14% 
Quite: 33% 
A little bit: 27% 
Not at all: 14% 
I do not know/I do not answer 13% 

https://www.kathimerini.com.cy/gr/politiki/dimoskopiseis/se-ypsili-ptisi-o-anastasiadis-me-60-apodoxi
https://www.kathimerini.com.cy/gr/politiki/dimoskopiseis/se-ypsili-ptisi-o-anastasiadis-me-60-apodoxi
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7. How confident are you that in the next parliamentary elections of May 2021 you will go to 

vote? 
I will definitely vote: 62% 
I will probably vote: 4% 
I will definitely not vote: 21% 
I will probably not vote: 12% 
I do not know/I do not answer 1% 

 
8. How satisfied are you with the accomplishment of the current House of Representatives? 

Satisfied: 8% 
Probably satisfied: 19% 
Dissatisfied: 30% 
Probably dissatisfied: 40% 
I do not know/I do not answer: 3% 

 
9. In the general context, how would you characterize the level of the Members of Parliament? 

Very high: 1% 
Quite high:10% 
Neither high nor low:42% 
Low: 32% 
Very low: 14% 
I do not know/I do not answer 1%  

 
10.  Regardless of your party preferences, which party do you think will win in the next 

Parliamentary Elections?*1 
DISY by far: 12% 
DISY with small difference: 52% 
AKEL by far: 1% 
AKEL with small difference: 8% 
I do not know/I do not answer 28%  

 
11. Which party would you choose, if you were to vote next week for parliamentary elections? 

DISY 24.7% 
AKEL 16.2% 
DIKO 9.3% 
EDEK 3.2% 
GREENS 3% 
ELAM 3% 

 DIPA 2.3% 
SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT 1% 
CITIZENS ALLIANCE 0.8% 
OTHER 0.8% 
NOT DECIDED: 10.5% 
I WILL NOT VOTE: 25.2% 
 
Results on valid votes: 
DISY 33% 
AKEL 21.6% 
DIKO 12.5% 
EDEK 4.2% 
GREENS 4% 
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ELAM 4% 
 DIPA 3.1% 

SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT 1.3% 
CITIZENS ALLIANCE 1.1% 
OTHER 1.1% 
NOT DECIDED: 14% 
  

12. Do you approve or reject the way that President Anastasiadis performs his duties? 
Approve: 60% 
Reject: 32% 
I do not know/I do not answer 8% 

 
13. In general, how satisfied are you with the state of play in Cyprus? 

Very: 6% 
Quite: 32% 
A little bit: 35% 
Not at all: 26% 
I do not know/I do not answer 1% 

 
14. How satisfied are you with the performance of the current government?  

Very: 10% 
Quite: 35% 
A little bit: 36% 
Not at all: 18% 
I do not know/I do not answer 1% 

 
15. Your opinion about Nicos Anastasiadis: 

Positive: 63% 
Negative: 34% 
I do not know/I do not answer: 4% 

 
16. Your opinion about Averof Neofytou: 

Positive: 30% 
Negative: 64% 
I do not know/I do not answer: 6% 

 
17. Your opinion about Andros Kyprianou: 

Positive: 28% 
Negative: 65% 
I do not know/I do not answer: 7% 

 
18. Your opinion about Nikolas Papadopoulos: 

Positive: 41% 
Negative: 51% 
I do not know/I do not answer: 8% 

 
19. Your opinion about Marinos Sizopoulos: 

Positive: 22% 
Negative: 68% 
I do not know/I do not answer: 10% 

 
* The total sum up of the results is 101% 
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Czech Republic 
 
One-fifth of people have become modest due to coronavirus, 400,000 Czechs have major 
problems 
https://domaci.ihned.cz/c1-66784830-petina-lidi-se-uskromnila-zasadni-problemy-ma-400-tisic-cechu-
tvrdi-pruzkum 

Survey was conducted by the STEM agency in cooperation with the consulting firm KPMG. 
The index of the financial situation of households is at the level of 2017. KPMG informed about it at 
Tuesday's press conference.  
An economic downturn are experiencing self-employed and entrepreneurs but also by people 
with lower education, typically workers professions.  The crisis has not yet hit employees fully. 
"People have had the opportunity to accumulate savings in recent months, significant dismissals 
have not yet begun and there has been no obligation to repay deferred liabilities yet. This is a kind 
of calm before the influx of unfavorable data, which will start coming in the last quarter of the year, 
" said Mojmír Hampl, Director of Services for the Financial Sector of KPMG CR. 
Five percent of the population already has major problems, which is about 400,000 adults. 
Another fifth of adults have become modest, reaching for reserves or postponing investments. The 
data show that people believe that the Czech economy has the worst situation behind it and that 
the downturn will not deepen further. "However it mays come with redundancies, a worsening of 
the pandemic situation, or low effectiveness of government measures," Hampl added. 
Seniors are most worried about the future. Except for the last two years, when the assessment 
was extremely positive, the situation is similar to the period before or after the economic crisis in 
2009-2013. 
In May 2020, the Index of the financial situation of households fell for the first time since 2010 
to 16. The subjective impression of the Czech population on how they spend money at home and 
how the situation changes year-on-year has thus deteriorated.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://domaci.ihned.cz/c1-66784830-petina-lidi-se-uskromnila-zasadni-problemy-ma-400-tisic-cechu-tvrdi-pruzkum
https://domaci.ihned.cz/c1-66784830-petina-lidi-se-uskromnila-zasadni-problemy-ma-400-tisic-cechu-tvrdi-pruzkum
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Estonia 
 
 
Poll: Estonian residents believe crisis to be over, yet deem necessary to remain vigilant 
Baltic News Service, Jun 29 

Three quarters of Estonian residents believe that acute crisis in the country is over, however 68 
percent deem it necessary to remain vigilant, a survey by pollster Turu-uuringute AS shows. 

The number of people with a positive and enthusiastic view of the future has increased further after 
the end of the emergency situation, Turu-uuringute AS told BNS on Monday. 

Compared with the week following the end of the emergency situation, residents' sense of threat 
regarding the coronavirus has declined. The share of people who believe that the acute crisis is over 
has grown from 63 percent to 75 percent. While 7 percent opined that life can now return to 
normalcy, 68 percent deemed it important to remain vigilant and continue following safety 
measures. 

The share of people who thought the situation remains critical and deemed it likely that another 
outbreak will occur has significantly declined from 28 percent to 15 percent. 8 percent said that the 
situation was never critical and that the reaction to the virus has been disproportionate. The share 
of people who held this opinion has not changed compared with the previous survey in mid-May. 

A number of restrictions with a view to curbing the spread of the coronavirus were introduced during 
the emergency situation, the lion's share of which have now been relaxed.  

Forty-seven percent of the recipients in the survey said they were well informed about the 
valid measures and 43 percent believed they were sufficiently aware of them. Compared with 
the week after the end of the emergency situation, residents' awareness has somewhat declined as 
57 percent said they were well informed at the time. 

Among the measures remaining in effect, the requirement to continue isolation of those infected 
and their close contacts garnered the largest support at 95 percent, while 88 percent also deemed it 
reasonable that people arriving from states where the infection rate is high should self-quarantine. 
Restrictions on entertainment facilities were supported by 74 percent and those on indoor and 
outdoor events by 65 percent.  

Respondents' attitudes have become more positive compared with the previous poll in mid-May 
-- the share of people who said that they are hopeful and enthusiastic about the future increased 
from 84 to 89 percent. The share of those willing to take risks, if needed, rose from 54 percent to 60 
percent. A higher than average risk-taking appetite was expressed by men, respondents aged 15-24, 
ethnic Estonians and those earning a higher than average income. 

Residents' diligence in adherence to restrictions has gradually declined since the sixth week of 
the emergency situation, still remaining relatively high, however -- half of the respondents comply 
with all the official instructions on curbing the spread of the virus while 32 percent follow most and 
10 percent some of the restrictions. 

Eight percent of the respondents said that they are not following any restrictions and are living their 
normal lives. Adherence to restrictions is lower among men and respondents aged below 35. 
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(...) Eighty-six percent of the respondents said that they are aware that they can prevent other people 
from contracting the virus with their behaviour and 72 percent said that they were concerned over 
other people infecting them without knowing it themselves. Respondents' sense of threat has 
dropped compared with survey results from mid-May. 

Altogether 53 percent of the respondents said that the coronavirus situation has reduced their 
or their family's income. The figure has decreased compared with mid-April, when it stood at 55 
percent. A reduction in income was reported by 66 percent of non-ethnic Estonians, above all among 
customer service staff, skilled workers and plant and machine operators. 

The survey was conducted by means of online and telephone interviews among 1,256 Estonian residents 
aged 15 and over. This was the 11th time for the regular survey commissioned by the Government Office 
to take place. 
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France 
 
 
Baromètre politique (juillet 2020) : forte hausse de la confiance à l'égard de l'exécutif après 4 
mois de crise sanitaire 
https://fr.kantar.com/opinion-publique/politique/2020/barometre-politique-juillet-2020/ 
 
La confiance des Français à l’égard de l’exécutif grimpe en effet par rapport à notre précédente 
enquête réalisée début mars. 

Le Président voit sa cote de confiance augmenter de 5 points pour s’établir à 33%. Emmanuel 
Macron retrouve un niveau de confiance qu’il n’avait plus atteint depuis septembre 2018 et fait 
même désormais mieux que Nicolas Sarkozy à la même période en 2010 après 3 ans de mandat (26% 
d’opinions favorables à l’époque). 

Le Premier Ministre, quant à lui, sort renforcé de la période – à la fois de sa gestion jugée 
réussie du déconfinement et de sa réélection à la mairie du Havre – : le chef du gouvernement 
poursuit sa progression dans l’opinion déjà perceptible début mars. Avec 40 % d’opinions favorables, 
il progresse de 10 points par rapport à l’enquête réalisée en mars, dans les mêmes catégories de 
population que le Président mais de manière plus marquée. 

 

Une majorité de Français souhaite qu’Edouard Philippe reste Premier ministre 
https://elabe.fr/lexecutif_apres_les_municipales/ 

Intentions de vote présidentielle 1er tour : Emmanuel Macron (30-31%) devant Marine 
Le Pen (24.5%-27.5%). A droite pas d’avantage François Baroin/Xavier Bertrand. A 
gauche, Jean-Luc Mélenchon devance Yannick Jadot 

Malgré l’échec rencontré par les listes de la majorité présidentielle aux municipales, Emmanuel 
Macron sortirait en tête du 1er tour de l’élection présidentielle si elle avait lieu dimanche 
prochain en obtenant 30% à 31% des voix exprimées (selon les hypothèses testées). Il 
bénéficierait du soutien de ses électeurs de 2017 (77%-80% selon les hypothèses) et d’environ un 
électeur sur trois de François Fillon (31%-43%). 

Légèrement distancée par Emmanuel Macron, la candidate du Rassemblement National Marine 
Le Pen obtiendrait entre 24.5% et 27.5% des voix. Elle garderait la fidélité de ses électeurs de 
2017 (85%-90%) et d’un report de voix d’une partie des abstentionnistes (20%-26%). En revanche, 
elle ne parviendrait pas à mobiliser de façon significative des électeurs issus d’autres électorats. 

Intentions de vote présidentielle 2nd tour : Emmanuel Macron l’emporterait face à 
Marine Le Pen (58.5% – 41.5%) 

Si le deuxième tour de l’élection présidentielle avait lieu ce dimanche, Emmanuel Macron 
serait élu Président de la République face à Marine Le Pen (58.5% contre 41.5%). 

Logiquement, les deux candidats obtiendraient un report quasi-parfait de leurs potentiels électeurs 
du 1er tour (97%-99%). 

Les électeurs des candidats de droite s’orienteraient plutôt vers Emmanuel Macron (51%-62%), mais 
une part importante d’entre eux pencherait pour Marine Le Pen (38%-49%). 

https://fr.kantar.com/opinion-publique/politique/2020/barometre-politique-juillet-2020/
https://elabe.fr/lexecutif_apres_les_municipales/
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A gauche, la quasi-totalité des électeurs de Yannick Jadot accorderaient leur voix à Emmanuel 
Macron (88%-98%). Les électeurs de Jean-Luc Mélenchon seraient en revanche plus partagés (54%-
69% pour Emmanuel Macron et 31%-46% pour Marine Le Pen). 

Les électeurs qui déclarent s’abstenir au 1er tour mais qui expriment un choix au 2nd, s’orientent 
très majoritairement vers Emmanuel Macron (76%-82%, contre 18%-24% pour Marine Le Pen). 

A noter que 38% des électeurs n’expriment pas de choix, c’est notamment le cas des électeurs 
potentiels du 1er tour de J-L. Mélenchon (56%-63%) et de Y. Jadot (46%-50%). 

 

Les Français veulent changer de politique mais pas de premier ministre 
http://www.odoxa.fr/les-sondages/ 

Changer de politique et de ministres, sans remplacer le premier d'entre eux. La sentence a tout d'une 
nouvelle déclinaison du «en même temps» macroniste. Elle résume en réalité la volonté d'une 
majorité de la population, selon le sondage Odoxa-Dentsu Consulting pour Le Figaro et France Info, 
publié jeudi. 

Le chef de l'État avait promis de se «réinventer» après la crise sanitaire, les Français le prennent au 
mot. Jusqu'à la fin de son quinquennat, 75% d'entre eux souhaitent qu'Emmanuel Macron réforme 
son action politique. Les deux-tiers (67%), tous bords politiques confondus, estiment que ce 
nouveau cap passe par un renouvellement du gouvernement. 

59% des Français contre un départ de Philippe 

Mais pas par un changement du premier ministre, Édouard Philippe, à l'hôtel Matignon depuis trois 
ans : 59% des Français désapprouvent un éventuel départ. À cet égard, Le Havre (Seine-Maritime) 
prend des allures de sismographe de l'opinion publique : une même proportion d'électeurs (58,83%) 
y a soutenu dimanche la liste (divers centre) menée par le premier ministre, ancien maire de la ville. 
Un triomphe local au retentissement national. Dans l'opinion, seuls les soutiens de La France 
insoumise (LFI) et du Rassemblement national (RN) réclament en majorité (respectivement à 65% et 
à 57%) la nomination d'un nouveau chef du gouvernement. 

http://www.odoxa.fr/les-sondages/
https://www.lefigaro.fr/politique/politiquement-votre-n06-se-reinventer-le-reve-d-une-presidence-demiurgique-20200422
https://www.lefigaro.fr/elections/municipales/edouard-philippe-indeboulonnable-a-matignon-20200628
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Germany 
 
ARD Deutschlandtrend: Climate and Corona most important 
Tagesschau, 02/07/2020 [in DE, POMU translation] 

Such an aid package has never been seen before in Europe: The EU Commission is planning an 
economic stimulus package of several hundred billion euros to help particularly affected states and 
to cope with the corona pandemic. A good two thirds of Germans - 69 percent - believe that such 
a European aid programme is fundamentally a step in the right direction. By contrast, 21 
percent reject this idea. 

In order to finance the economic stimulus package, for the first time in the history of the EU, debts 
are to be taken on a larger scale on behalf of all EU states. Each state should be liable for it according 
to its economic strength. This joint liability for debts in the EU is rated "acceptable" by 59 
percent of those surveyed, while 35 percent consider it "unacceptable". 

 

It remains to be seen whether this aid will be given to the EU countries concerned as loans that have 
to be repaid or as grants - or whether there will be a hybrid form of grants and loans. The fact that 
the aid will be paid primarily in the form of loans is supported by 62 percent of German 
citizens. Only 29 percent of the respondents were in favour of the EU states concerned 
receiving grants that do not have to be paid back. 

Critical view of German EU Commission President 

Ursula von der Leyen presented the Corona economic stimulus package at the end of May. She wants 
to mobilize 750 billion euros for it and pay it out in loans and subsidies to the EU countries. This 
means that the aid planned by the Commission is even higher than a German-French initiative for a 
package of 500 billion euros, which was planned as pure grants. Germans are currently rather 
critical of the EU Commission President: 36 percent say they are very satisfied or satisfied with 
Ursula von der Leyen's work. In contrast, 53 percent say they are less or not at all satisfied with 
her work. 
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Still 71 percent satisfied with Merkel 

This is the first survey since von der Leyen took office on 1 December 2019. Chancellor Angela Merkel 
sees the Germans in a much more positive light: 71 percent say they are very satisfied or satisfied 
with Merkel's political work. In contrast to von der Leyen, the Chancellor has thus been able to gain 
significantly more approval in the Corona crisis. 

[...] 

Climate protection and corona management most important topics 

Germany took over the EU Council Presidency on 1st July. The Federal Government has set its own 
priorities for the six-month Presidency. Citizens currently believe that during the EU Council 
Presidency Germany should concentrate above all on aspects of climate protection (50 percent) 
and coping with the consequences of corona (39 percent). In contrast, compliance with the rule 
of law in the EU (33 percent), questions of digitalisation (25 percent) and the coming EU budget 
(24 percent) are somewhat less important in the perception of the population. The shaping of future 
relations with Great Britain (7 percent) is given only a few priorities at the beginning of the German 
EU Council Presidency. In this question, respondents were allowed to name two priority issues, which 
is why the total is more than 100 percent. 

 

View on EU slightly clouded, but still positive 

German citizens continue to have a positive attitude towards the European Union, even if the mood 
has clouded slightly compared to the time of the 2019 European elections: Currently, 40 percent of 
those surveyed see advantages in Germany's membership of the European Union. That is 6 
percentage points less than in May 2019 - just before the European elections. Only one in seven (15 
percent; +1) sees EU membership as a disadvantage for Germany. 41 percent (+4) currently believe 
that the advantages and disadvantages of EU membership for Germany are roughly balanced. When 
asked this question, young voters (18-39 years) in particular take a positive view of Germany's EU 
membership: 53 percent of those in the age group surveyed tend to see advantages in EU 
membership. Among 40-64 year-olds, the figure is 33 percent and among those over 65 35 percent. 
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Every second German is worried about a new wave of corona infections 

In science, there are different scenarios as to whether Germany is threatened by a new wave of 
corona infections. However, one in two Germans is worried that the number of infected people 
could increase considerably in the coming weeks. For 13 percent of people, this concern is very 
great, for 37 percent it is great. The other half of Germans are more relaxed about the future: 32 
percent are less worried about a second wave of corona infections, 17 percent are not. 

[...] 

[Future development of the EU: 54% closer cooperation, 19% no major changes, 22% act more 
independently again] 

 

Source: https://www.tagesschau.de/inland/deutschlandtrend/ 

 

  

https://www.tagesschau.de/inland/deutschlandtrend/


23 
 

Greece 
 
New Marc poll, published on 04/04/2020 
 
Source: https://www.lifo.gr/now/politics/288738/dimoskopisi-marc-stis-21-5-monades-i-diafora-nd-
syriza 
POMU Translation 
 
According to the latest Marc poll, conducted on behalf of the newspaper "Proto Thema", 60.3% of 
respondents consider Kyriakos Mitsotakis the best prime minister, compared to 25.7% for SYRIZA 
President Alexis Tsipras. At the same time, 2 out of 3 people positively judge the work of the 
government and Kyriakos Mitsotakis. Specifically, 67.8% judge their work positively, with 31.6% 
answering in the negative. According to the survey, 44% of those who voted for SYRIZA positively 
evaluate Kyriakos Mitsotakis. 
 
Specifically, in the voting intention, New Democracy leads with 42% and SYRIZA follows with 20.5%. 
The Movement for Change follows third with 5.6%, the KKE with 4.8%, the Greek Solution with 3.5%. 
MERA25 does not cross the threshold of Parliament as it collects 2%. 

  

https://www.lifo.gr/now/politics/288738/dimoskopisi-marc-stis-21-5-monades-i-diafora-nd-syriza
https://www.lifo.gr/now/politics/288738/dimoskopisi-marc-stis-21-5-monades-i-diafora-nd-syriza
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Hungary 
 
 
The burden on mothers during quarantine increased significantly – Publicus Institute 
https://publicus.hu/blog/jelentosen-nottek-az-anyak-terhei-a-karanten-alatt/ 

Publicus Institute examined the changes in the distribution of housework and the increasing 
responsibilities of women in the home as a result of the coronavirus pandemic, in a nationwide 
representative poll, conducted on behalf of UNICEF and Indotek Group in June by interviewing 1003 
people. 
 
- The representative survey, in which 53% of the respondents identified as women and 47% as men, 
examined the social effects of the coronavirus epidemic, primarily from the perspective of families. 
57% of those surveyed said their lives had changed negatively due to the epidemic, and 27% 
of them had major change in their life due to the health emergency and a quarter of the adult 
population reported a positive change. In terms of geographical location, the lives of those living in 
county seats were most affected by the virus (72%), 59% of Budapest residents made a similar 
statement, while only half of those living in the countryside felt the change. 
- Those active in the labor market were less affected mentally, than retirees and the inactive. The 
lives of retirees were more negatively affected on average by the epidemic, with 61% of respondents 
experiencing adverse changes. Greater anxiety about both loneliness and involvement may have 
played a role in this. 
- Nearly a third of households (31%) reported higher-than-usual internal tensions since the 
onset of the epidemiological emergency, and 13% said there was definitely more tension at home 
during this period than usual. Interestingly, the results showed that neither the changed working 
conditions nor the children staying at home played a prominent role in the increase of tension in the 
family. (This is indicated by the fact that the rate of reporting more tension is not significantly higher 
among those raising a child and moving to a home office than in the other groups.) 
- More than half (57%) of those raising children under the age of 18 reported that their lives had 
changed moderately or significantly due to the closure of educational institutions. The situation of 
women was more affected by this restriction: 43% of them had a significant change in their lives, 
compared to 32% of men. 
- According to the survey, the epidemic has caused a smaller change in the division of labor among 
parents in households with children.  
 

 
 

https://publicus.hu/blog/jelentosen-nottek-az-anyak-terhei-a-karanten-alatt/
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Viktor Orbán is the winner of pandemic control – Nézőpont Institute 
https://nezopontintezet.hu/2020/07/01/orban-viktor-a-jarvanykezeles-nyertese/ 
 
Nézőpont Institute examined the populations’ opinion towards the governing acts of Prime 
Minister Viktor Orbán during the coronavirus pandemic, in a nationwide representative poll, 
conducted between June 24 and 26 by interviewing 1000 people. 
 
- According to the survey, the proportion of those satisfied with the work of Viktor Orbán has 
increased as a result of the treatment of the coronavirus epidemic, currently 62% of respondents 
are satisfied with the work of the Prime Minister. The current indicator on the Prime Minister’s 
popularity was able to reach the level of previous years and the beginning of this year, while in 
previous years half of respondents (50 and 52%, respectively), now almost two thirds of the 
respondents, are satisfied with the work of the Prime Minister. 
 
- The Prime Minister politically benefited from effective action against the coronavirus. While in 
2018 and 2019 satisfaction with the work of the Prime Minister was around 50% (50 and 52%) on an 
annual average, Viktor Orbán performed better in this indicator (54%) even better than earlier this 
year. Research from last week shows that currently 6 out of 10 people support the head of 
government (62%). At present, the proportion of those dissatisfied with the work of Viktor Orbán 
does not reach one third of society. The camp of those satisfied with Viktor Orbán is even larger than 
the sympathizers of the governing parties, as the May research results of the Nézőpont Institute 
show, 42% of the total population is Fidesz sympathizers. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://nezopontintezet.hu/2020/07/01/orban-viktor-a-jarvanykezeles-nyertese/
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Italy 
Survey : Euromedia Research 
02/07/2020  
http://www.sondaggipoliticoelettorali.it/GestioneSurvey.aspx 
 
Fieldwork 26-27/06/2020 
Sample 1000 C.A.T.I.-C.A.M.I.-C.A.M.I. 
 
Question: Today, regarding the COVID-19, you... 
Answer: 
• ...are still afraid of the contagion : 65,9% 
• ...are not afraid anymore of the contagion : 27,9%  
• ...do not know, do not answer: 6,2% 
 

 
 
Question: Do you think that the COVID-19 has changed us? 
Answer: 
• ...yes for better: 18,8% 
• ...yes, for worse: 38,9%  
• ...no, it did not change us 42,3% 
 
Question: In your opinion, after the lockdown in Italy is there a relaunch of the consumption?  
Answer: 
• ...yes: 38,4% 
• ...no: 49,1%  
• ...do  not know, no answer: 12,5% 
 
Question: In your opinion, how the Italian economic situation will be in autumn?  
Answer: 
• ...in full recovery: 4,1% 

http://www.sondaggipoliticoelettorali.it/GestioneSondaggio.aspx
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• ...in slow recovery, with still some problems: 36,6% 
• ...serious with important employment crisis, increased number of unemployed people and 

companies in crisis: 52,2% 
• ...do  not know, no answer: 7,1% 
 
Question: Thinking of your personal, social and economic life as well as of your 
employment...are your concerned about your future? 
Answer: 
• yes: 62,5% 
• no: 37,5% 
 
 
Survey: Demopolis - Istituto di Ricerche 
23/06/2020 http://www.sondaggipoliticoelettorali.it/GestioneSurvey.aspx 
 
Fieldwork 24-26/06/2020 
Sample 1.500 CATI, CAMI, CAWI 
 
Question: Do you trust the Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte? 
Answer: 
• yes: 52% 
• no: 38% 
• do not know: 10% 
 
 
Survey: Osservatorio Socio Politico - Hokuto 
http://www.sondaggipoliticoelettorali.it/GestioneSurvey.aspx 
 
Fieldwork 17-22/06/2020 
Sample 800 panel 
 
Question: after this emergency, what is the most important thing to do to make Italy more 
efficient? (multiple answers) 
Answer: 
• Give more power to technicians and experts: 43% 
• Give more power to the State and led to the regions: 26% 
• Select politicians on the basis of exams and competences: 48% 
• Increase coordination and exchange between States: 36% 
• Give more power to the European institutions and less to the single Member State 8% 
• Strengthen the health system in the local territories: 56% 
• None of the above: 4% 
 
 
Survey: Termopolitico  
http://www.sondaggipoliticoelettorali.it/GestioneSurvey.aspx 
Fieldwork: 23-25/06/2020 
Sample 2400 CAWI 
 
Question: In your opinion, which country tackled the pandemic in the best way? 
  

http://www.sondaggipoliticoelettorali.it/GestioneSondaggio.aspx
http://www.sondaggipoliticoelettorali.it/GestioneSondaggio.aspx
http://www.sondaggipoliticoelettorali.it/GestioneSondaggio.aspx
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Answer: 
• Italy: 28% 
• Germany: 19,7% 
• The South Korea: 13,2% 
• China: 4,5% 
• Sweden: 4,4% 
• Russia: 4,2% 
• USA: 1,3% 
• UK: 0,6% 
• France: 0,5% 
• None: 15,7% 
• do not know: 8,1% 

 
Question: Would you agree to exit the euro area and the EU? 
Answer: 
• Yes, both of them 32,4% 
• It is better to exit the EU only: 5,9% 
• It is better to exit the euro only : 8,4% 
• No, it is better not to leave the euro nor the European Union 49,76% 
• Don’t know 3,7% 
 
 
Survey:  Sondaggi Bidimedia - Bi3 
http://www.sondaggipoliticoelettorali.it/GestioneSurvey.aspx 
Fieldwork: 30/06 - 02/07/2020 
Sample 1496 CAWI + panel 
 
Question: In favour of the Government Conte II, supported by D, M5S, IV and Leu? 
Answer: 
 

 Among 
all 

voters 

M5S 
voters 

PD 
voters 

Lega 
voters 

FDI 
voters 

FI 
voters 

Italia 
Viva 

voters 

Piú 
Europa/ 
Azione 
voters 

LeU 
voters 

Strongly 
favourable 

15 51 25 0 0 1 3 4 31 

Quite 
favourable 

31 42 64 2 1 5 41 29 65 

Not very 
favourable 

13 6 7 6 7 24 49 41 4 

Not at all 
favourable 

41 1 4 92 92 70 7 26 0 

 

  

http://www.sondaggipoliticoelettorali.it/GestioneSondaggio.aspx
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Latvia 
 
 
IT research and technology company “Gemius” research: Covid-19 caused an increase of visits 
of pirate websites for 86% of internet users 
 
Source: https://lvportals.lv/dienaskartiba/317575-covid-19-laika-par-86-palielinajies-latvijas-interneta-
lietotaju-piratisko-vietnu-skatijumu-skaits-2020 
EPLO Translation 
 
The Ministry of Culture has published on its website an audit of the most popular torrent download 
websites, which shows that in April, 10 of the most popular films, film series, music, PC programmes, 
photo, e-books and other content illegal websites were visited by 116 000 Latvian Internet users, 
altogether making 12 million pages views, which is for 86% more than in February. 21,6% of Internet 
users claim to have used torrent download websites during the last half year and 66% of them, do it 
more than once or twice a month. 78,4% have stated that they haven’t used illegal content websites 
during the last half year, from which 37,9% have acknowledged that they did it before that. The 
respondents have stated that the most often downloaded content is films (67,7%), film series (43%), 
as well as computer games (35%), PC programmes (31,7%), music (27,7%) and e-books (15,10%). 
 

https://lvportals.lv/dienaskartiba/317575-covid-19-laika-par-86-palielinajies-latvijas-interneta-lietotaju-piratisko-vietnu-skatijumu-skaits-2020
https://lvportals.lv/dienaskartiba/317575-covid-19-laika-par-86-palielinajies-latvijas-interneta-lietotaju-piratisko-vietnu-skatijumu-skaits-2020
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Lithuania 
 
1. Survey company: Baltijos tyrimai 
Dates of survey: June 5-8 
Sample size: 539 
Link: https://www.baltic-surveys.lt/covid-19-ekspresas-v-gyventojai-gerai-vertina-vykdomosios-
valdzios-veikla-karantino-metu/  
EPLO Translation 
 
The results of the survey showed that at the end of May, 63% of the Lithuanian adult population 
appreciated the work of the Government during quarantine. Additionally, 60% rated the work of 
their municipality as good. The work of both the Government and municipalities is best valued 
by women and young people. 
 
3. Survey company: Baltijos tyrimai 
Dates of survey: June 5-8 
Sample size: 539 
Link: https://www.baltic-surveys.lt/covid-19-ekspresas-v-nuotaikos-ir-ketinimai-atsiveriant-
sienoms/  
EPLO Translation 
 
The survey showed that every third Lithuanian resident intends to travel abroad for work or leisure. 
It is more common between 30-49 years old, city residents. 46% of respondents say that the 
procedure for travelling to other EU countries to which travel is already allowed is not clear to them. 
The biggest lack of information focuses on these topics: which countries require the COVID-19 test 
certificate (53%), whether additional COVID-19 insurance is required (44%), what are the 
requirements for travelling by plane, bus and own car (42%), in which countries self-isolation is not 
required when travelling (41%). 
 
4. Survey company: Kantar 
Dates of survey: June 8-12  
Sample size: 600 
Link: https://www.delfi.lt/m360/naujausi-straipsniai/po-karantino-daugiau-nei-puse-gyventoju-
pakeite-savo-iprocius.d?id=84660747  
EPLO Translation 
 
After the long time under quarantine, almost every second Lithuanian is eager to meet friends (45%) 
and relatives (40%), travel inside the country (41%) and to go abroad (38%). While people are eager 
to return to normal activities, more than half will not fully return to their previous habits, and a 
quarter of people say they are going to behave in a similar way as during the pandemic: one in three 
will consciously try to distance themselves and avoid gathering places. Especially elderly people are 
more likely avoid places with a large number of people (47%), meanwhile young people under the 
age of 34 are less likely to adhere to restrictions (26%). Only about 4 out of 10 promise to live and 
behave in the same way as before the coronavirus. Moreover, the pandemic has changed the 
hygiene and shopping habits: as many as 46% say they will continue to take more care of hygiene 
and one third of Lithuanians will continue to buy online even after the quarantine.  
 

  

https://www.baltic-surveys.lt/covid-19-ekspresas-v-gyventojai-gerai-vertina-vykdomosios-valdzios-veikla-karantino-metu/
https://www.baltic-surveys.lt/covid-19-ekspresas-v-gyventojai-gerai-vertina-vykdomosios-valdzios-veikla-karantino-metu/
https://www.baltic-surveys.lt/covid-19-ekspresas-v-nuotaikos-ir-ketinimai-atsiveriant-sienoms/
https://www.baltic-surveys.lt/covid-19-ekspresas-v-nuotaikos-ir-ketinimai-atsiveriant-sienoms/
https://www.delfi.lt/m360/naujausi-straipsniai/po-karantino-daugiau-nei-puse-gyventoju-pakeite-savo-iprocius.d?id=84660747
https://www.delfi.lt/m360/naujausi-straipsniai/po-karantino-daugiau-nei-puse-gyventoju-pakeite-savo-iprocius.d?id=84660747
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Poland 
 
 
 
Presidential elections polls: 

 
a) wPolityce: Social Changes, 26-27.06, N= 1045, CAWI: 

i. 48% - Duda 
ii. 43% - Trzaskowski 

iii. 5% - I don’t know 
iv. 4% - I won’t vote  

 
Not counting undecided voters   

v. 53% - Duda 
vi. 47% - Trzaskowski 

 
b) Wirtualna Polska: IBRiS, 26.06, N=1100, CATI: 

i. 45.8% - Duda 
ii. 48.1% -Trzaskowski 

iii. 6.1% - I don’t know 
 

c) Fakty TVN: Kantar, 28.06, N=1513, CATI/CAWI: 
i. 45.4% - Duda  

ii. 44.7% - Trzaskowski  
iii. 9.9% - I don’t know 

 
d) Rzeczpospolita: Instytut Badań Pollster, 30.06-01.07, N= 1018, CAWI: 

i. 51.14% - Duda 
ii. 48.86% - Trzaskowski 
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Portugal 
 
 

• Correio da Manhã 29/06/2020: 
 
The majority of Portuguese (60%) have not yet eaten in restaurants, according to data from 
the most recent Intercampus barometer for the CM. Only 39% of respondents did so. 
 
The Center is the region of the country with a slower recovery: 64.6% stayed home at meal time. In 
the Algarve, the region with the best indicators, the population was divided (50%) in terms of 
returning to restaurants. In the national territory as a whole, citizens in the age group between 35 
and 54 years of age show greater confidence in the sector, with 54.1% of respondents indicating 
that they have already had meals outside the home. In the age group of 55 and over, 65.4% have 
not yet sat down at a restaurant table after the deflation. 
 
A significant percentage of the Portuguese (more than 40%) do not intend to return to catering 
spaces on a regular basis in the near future. Most (56.2%) of men have plans to return, while only 
40.6% of women say yes to going to the restaurant. There are two reasons: fear of contagion (48%) 
and economic reasons (44%). Only 38.3% of respondents in the 55+ say they are afraid. In no other 
age group is the value so low. 
Source: https://www.cmjornal.pt/sociedade/detalhe/maioria-dos-portugueses-nao-voltaram-aos-
restaurantes 
 

• Jornal de Negocios 02/07/2020: 

Majority of Portuguese fears contagion in restaurants and has 23 euros less per month to eat out. 
Only 38% of Portuguese leave home daily - to work (45%) or to buy essential goods (62%), with 
two-thirds revealing that they do not feel safe to go to restaurants, according to a survey of 16,000 
people. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cmjornal.pt/sociedade/detalhe/maioria-dos-portugueses-nao-voltaram-aos-restaurantes
https://www.cmjornal.pt/sociedade/detalhe/maioria-dos-portugueses-nao-voltaram-aos-restaurantes
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Romania 
 
 
IMAS study on voting intentions,  
commissioned by Europa FM (5-27 June 2020, 1010 respondents) shows the following: 
- PNL (EPP)  33% (up from 32.6% in May), 
- PSD (S&D) 21.9%, (down from 23% in May and 25.8% in February), 
- USR (Renew) 12.3% (up from 11.6% in May and 10% in February), 
- PLUS 5.8%, 
- Pro Romania 11.2%, 
- UDMR (EPP) 3.4%, ALDE 3.7%, PMP (EPP) 4.7%. 
Source: https://romanialibera.ro/politica/cotele-apelor-politice-in-romania-pnl-usoara-crestere-psd-in-
scadere-827035 
 
INSCOP study ( 20 - 26 June 2020, 1120 respondents), commissioned by PNL  on voting intentions 
concerning Bucharest’s Mayer shows that independent candidate Nicușor Dan is favoured by 
54,4% of Bucharest residents, against PSD (S&D) candidate and current mayor Gabriela Firea who 
would receive 45,6% of the votes. 56.1% of the respondents believe that the Capital is heading in the 
wrong direction and 40.3% answered that things are going well. 
Source: https://www.capital.ro/lovitura-totala-pentru-gabriela-firea-ar-putea-pierde-totul-au-venit-
cifrele-de-cosmar.html 
 
Romania TV’s comparative analysis (based on data from the 3 main opinion polls from January 
2020) shows that the great political winner of this period was Pro Romania, led by Victor Ponta, very 
active on the public stage and extremely critical of the government and President Iohannis. 
The biggest decrease is, as expected, the ruling party PNL (EPP). However, its rival, PSD (S&D) grew 
only  by 3-5%. ALDE and PMP (EPP) recorded significant increases, while the USR-PLUS alliance is in 
a slight decrease, failing to be a strong voice in the context of the pandemic. 
Source: https://www.romaniatv.net/alegeri-2020-evolutia-partidelor-politice-in-pandemie-comparatie-
sondaje_524268.html 
 
Hungarian perceptions in Romania 
 
SoDiSo Research (5-17 June 2020, CAWI, 3068 ethnic Hungarians from Transylvania, Szeklerland, 
Banat and the diaspora) on the perception of Hungarians in Romania regarding the social 
realities during the pandemic reveals the following: 
- Fear of contacting COVID-19 decreased compared to April, from 22% to 16%; 73% considered it 

unlikely to contact the virus, 11% did not respond; 
- On the evolution of the epidemic, 32% of respondents believe that there will be a longer period 

in which we will live with the virus, until the production of a vaccine.  
- 29% of the respondents consider that there is no epidemic, and that everything is an invention. 
- 80% of those in employment in February returned to work in May (compared to the 63% in April), 

10% were unemployed or on forced leave in May; 61% believe that their financial situation will 
worsen (compared to 65% in April). This result shows that fears, economic fears outweigh those 
concerning health. 

- 71% are dissatisfied with the measures taken by the government in managing health protection 
and 82% are dissatisfied with the economic measures (a shift from the April survey in which 68% 
of respondents agreed with government measures and 81% supported the restrictions). 

- 4% believe that Romania is heading in the right direction, 83% believe that Romania is heading 
in the wrong direction, 13% are undecided. 50% are dissatisfied with living conditions, 30% 
believe they will live worse, 12% better.  

https://romanialibera.ro/politica/cotele-apelor-politice-in-romania-pnl-usoara-crestere-psd-in-scadere-827035
https://romanialibera.ro/politica/cotele-apelor-politice-in-romania-pnl-usoara-crestere-psd-in-scadere-827035
https://www.capital.ro/lovitura-totala-pentru-gabriela-firea-ar-putea-pierde-totul-au-venit-cifrele-de-cosmar.html
https://www.capital.ro/lovitura-totala-pentru-gabriela-firea-ar-putea-pierde-totul-au-venit-cifrele-de-cosmar.html
https://www.romaniatv.net/alegeri-2020-evolutia-partidelor-politice-in-pandemie-comparatie-sondaje_524268.html
https://www.romaniatv.net/alegeri-2020-evolutia-partidelor-politice-in-pandemie-comparatie-sondaje_524268.html
https://sodiso.ro/eredmenyek/EOM_20200629_jelentes.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0aJVaZZK2hWgT1K3rAkW2A6-qNCshFingEXLQWBvLF22e4EBbm5xIwWrQ
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- 46% consider corruption as Romania’s biggest problem, followed by economic issues,  21% 
mention health and social security, and 13% the education system. 

- 60% of the respondents consider that the relationship between Romanians and Hungarians is a 
conflictual one, 13% appreciate that there is a collaboration between the two communities. 20% 
consider that there is a mutual disinterest in this relationship.  

Source:https://www.g4media.ro/sondaj-de-opinie-in-comunitatea-maghiara-frica-de-consecintele-
economice-depaseste-substantial-ingrijorarile-privind-sanatatea-iar-perceptia-privind-relatiile-inter-
etnice-este-la-un-nivel-extrem-de.html 
 
Pandemic behaviour  
 
A new  iSense Solutions study (March-June 2020, 50 participants) on how Romanians have adapted 
to the quarantine imposed by coronavirus, brand preference and their perception on the 
involvement of brands in solving the problems caused by the pandemic in the medical and 
social system. Findings reveal that: 
- Participants described their general condition at the beginning of the pandemic as being 

dominated by fear, insecurity and social closure; 
- The majority of the online community adapted their behavior, trying to keep their optimism and 

good mood at home: indoor physical activities (sports, dance), spiritual practices (meditation, 
yoga, prayer) or relaxation (reading, movies); 

- Respondents were surprised and appreciated the involvement of brands in supporting the 
community during this period, making up for the lack of necessary protective materials (masks 
or sanitary products); 

Source:https://www.capital.ro/studiu-stresul-teama-si-nesiguranta-au-pus-stapanire-pe-romani-la-
inceputul-pandemiei.html  
 
 
AEGON Romania survey (April 2020, over 1000 respondents) sought to determine the way in which 
Romanians have adapted to the current situation, the changes that have occurred in their 
consumption behavior, the perception that respondents have about the future, as well as 
identifying the level of interest in life insurance. Results show that:  
 
- During the state of emergency, about 85% of the respondents have bought only products 

that cover their basic needs, related to survival, safety and health; 
- In terms of emotional priorities, it was observed that the majority of respondents, 84%, were 

equally divided between those with a weight-oriented mentality and those who remained in 
expectation. Thus, approximately 42% of respondents focused on values such as care, 
stability and learning, and 42% adopted a mentality based on overcoming obstacles, 
exploration and entertainment, in order to manage to relax; 
(...) 

Source:https://www.1asig.ro/Studiu-AEGON-Peste-50-dintre-respondenti-declara-ca-pandemia-COVID-
19-i-a-determinat-sa-ia-in-calcul-cumpararea-unei-asigurari-de-viata-articol-3,100-63819.htm  
 
 
Unlock Research  study on fake news (February 2020, 70 high-school influencers, teachers and 
high-school students) reveals that: 
- 96% of influencers consider the fake news phenomenon is serious in Romania. 28% of 

influencers have been the victim of fake news and 83% came across fake news several times a 
week. 97% know how to identify fake news when they come across it, but 41% say they shared 
a news item at least once that they later found out was fake and corrected it.  

https://www.g4media.ro/sondaj-de-opinie-in-comunitatea-maghiara-frica-de-consecintele-economice-depaseste-substantial-ingrijorarile-privind-sanatatea-iar-perceptia-privind-relatiile-inter-etnice-este-la-un-nivel-extrem-de.html
https://www.g4media.ro/sondaj-de-opinie-in-comunitatea-maghiara-frica-de-consecintele-economice-depaseste-substantial-ingrijorarile-privind-sanatatea-iar-perceptia-privind-relatiile-inter-etnice-este-la-un-nivel-extrem-de.html
https://www.g4media.ro/sondaj-de-opinie-in-comunitatea-maghiara-frica-de-consecintele-economice-depaseste-substantial-ingrijorarile-privind-sanatatea-iar-perceptia-privind-relatiile-inter-etnice-este-la-un-nivel-extrem-de.html
https://www.capital.ro/studiu-stresul-teama-si-nesiguranta-au-pus-stapanire-pe-romani-la-inceputul-pandemiei.html
https://www.capital.ro/studiu-stresul-teama-si-nesiguranta-au-pus-stapanire-pe-romani-la-inceputul-pandemiei.html
https://www.1asig.ro/Studiu-AEGON-Peste-50-dintre-respondenti-declara-ca-pandemia-COVID-19-i-a-determinat-sa-ia-in-calcul-cumpararea-unei-asigurari-de-viata-articol-3,100-63819.htm
https://www.1asig.ro/Studiu-AEGON-Peste-50-dintre-respondenti-declara-ca-pandemia-COVID-19-i-a-determinat-sa-ia-in-calcul-cumpararea-unei-asigurari-de-viata-articol-3,100-63819.htm
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- Regarding the responsibility for reducing or controlling the fake news phenomenon, high school 
students have the highest expectations from the media (53%), followed by state authorities 
(Government - 34%; Justice - 28%) and online platforms (31%). 

- Teachers consider that the role of school (55%) is crucial in combating fake news. Content 
creators also believe that they have a responsibility to combat the phenomenon (51%), but they 
also put a lot of responsibility on online platforms (56%). 

- Regarding the fields in which false news is found, all the investigated segments (students - 65%, 
teachers - 88%, content creators - 93%) consider domestic politics as the most discredited field. 
For teachers, foreign policy (71%), but also the economic (59%) and social (57%) areas are 
perceived as vulnerable to fake news. 

- Concerning the trust in media channels, high school students give more trust to YouTube 
platforms (60%), while teachers (76%) and influencers (75%) are at the opposite pole, 
considering the radio as the most credible channel. Moreover, influencers and teachers have less 
confidence in social networks and the online environment in general compared to high school 
students, and consider the print media more credible. 

- 32% of influencers talked about the dangers of fake news to their fans and 56% would agree to 
an educational programme on the topic.j 

Sources:https://adevarul.ro/entertainment/tv/studiu-aproape-3-10-influenceri-fost-victima-unui-fake-
news-1_5efb5e8b5163ec42717eea31/index.html;https://www.euractiv.ro/facts-not-fake/vulnerabili-in-
fata-fake-news-19732  
 
Economy  
 
A Confidex study (503 Romanian companies) meant to analyze the opinion of Romanian manager 
and the confidence in the economy in times of crisis, reveals that: 
- About 75% of managers believe that the economy is affected and only 3% appreciate that the 

economy is little or not affected at all; 
- Although 55% of respondents say they have reduced their activity during the pandemic, only 

49% are actually registered declining sales and orders. Compared to the forecasts at the 
beginning of the year, companys’ turnover has decreased by 21% so far. 

- By the end of the year, managers estimate a 4% recovery. Romanian businesses will end the year 
with a 17% decrease in turnover and profit, but an accelerated return in 2021 is estimated, in 
which the 17% will be recovered in the first 6 months; 

- In general, in the last 3 months, the human, financial and material capital resources of the 
companies are relatively similar to those of a year ago; 70% of managers believe that 
unemployment and inflation will increase in the next period, however, they expect a moderate 
increase in unemployment (3-4%); 

- 56% believe that the national currency (RON) will devalue, compared to EUR .  
Source:https://www.businessmagazin.ro/actualitate/studiu-confidex-printre-executivi-managerii-
romani-sunt-rezervati-in-19344306  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://adevarul.ro/entertainment/tv/studiu-aproape-3-10-influenceri-fost-victima-unui-fake-news-1_5efb5e8b5163ec42717eea31/index.html
https://adevarul.ro/entertainment/tv/studiu-aproape-3-10-influenceri-fost-victima-unui-fake-news-1_5efb5e8b5163ec42717eea31/index.html
https://www.euractiv.ro/facts-not-fake/vulnerabili-in-fata-fake-news-19732
https://www.euractiv.ro/facts-not-fake/vulnerabili-in-fata-fake-news-19732
https://www.businessmagazin.ro/actualitate/studiu-confidex-printre-executivi-managerii-romani-sunt-rezervati-in-19344306
https://www.businessmagazin.ro/actualitate/studiu-confidex-printre-executivi-managerii-romani-sunt-rezervati-in-19344306
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Slovakia 
 
 
Kollár’s party achieves the highest support in polls  
https://spectator.sme.sk/c/22436101/kollars-party-achieves-the-highest-support-in-polls.html  

Support for Speaker of Parliament Boris Kollár has risen in opinion polls (...) His party, Sme Rodina, 
has achieved its highest result since its foundation in December 2015. The party would gain up to 13 
percent support if an election took place now, but only if Peter Pellegrini does not establish a new 
party, the Sme daily reported. 

The pollster presented two surveys, one including the new party established by Pellegrini and other 
renegades from the strongest opposition party Smer, the other with Smer only. Sme Rodina placed 
third in both polls. 

The poll by the Focus agency for the private TV Markíza broadcaster had been carried out before the 
media first reported on the problems with Kollár’s diploma thesis, between June 17 and 24, 2020. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://domov.sme.sk/c/22434821/prieskum-preferencie-politickych-stran-focus-jun-2020.html
https://www.tvnoviny.sk/na-telo/2000971_s-pellegrinim-aj-bez-neho-exkluzivny-prieskum-ukazuje-ako-by-nova-strana-zamiesala-preferenciami
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Slovenia 
 
Poll shows growing concern as Covid-19 count increases 
1/07/20202 

A recent poll by Valicon shows a significant change in public opinion as the number of confirmed 
daily Covid-19 cases has increased again in Slovenia, with the share of concerned people 
increasing and reaching the level from the end of April.  

 
While in mid-June the share of concerned respondents was 47%, at the end of June it was again at 
67%, which is the highest share recorded since the end of April. Valicon attributes the growing 
concern to concern about the family and personal health, which is again getting into focus. Perhaps 
the most telling information is that "concern that the situation could last for a long time" has given 
way to concern for the economy, the pollster said on Wednesday. 

 
What is even more drastic is the assessment of the developments, as 55% of the people polled 
said the things were turning for the worse, which compares to only 11% two weeks ago. 

 
The current situation is normal or rather normal to less than a quarter of the 529 participants in 
the latest #Newnormality poll between 24 and 29 June, down from two-fifths from mid-June. 

 
Some 35% said that the situation was "acceptable and bearable", up five percentage points, 
while the share of those who think that the circumstances are unpleasant was up by ten points to 
34%. 

 
There is also a shift in the perception of the government's anti-epidemic measures. The share of 
those who think they are too strict was down by 11 percentage points to 22%, the lowest since 
the end of March. The share of respondents who think the measures are not strict enough was 
meanwhile up from 14% in mid-June to 32%, the highest share since the end of March. 
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Spain 
 

• Instituto DYM 02/07/2020: 

There is a slight reinforcement in the intention to vote for the two main parties (‘PSOE’ and 
‘PP’), which did not manage to rise to the level they had before the crisis. ‘Citizens’ and ‘Vox’, on the 
contrary, suffer a slight setback in this month but continue stronger than at the beginning of the 
crisis. ‘United We can’ keep its trend. 
 

 
 

Only a 17,2% of the Spanish believes the official figures of deaths from the government: The 
figures on the total number of deceased provided by the government do not have credibility for the 
majority of the population . Most of the interviewees consider that the data provided by other 
indicators than those of the government are more reliable (67.9%). In all political spectra, this opinion 
is the majority, but it is especially among voters who go right and centre right where there is a greater 
distrust of official figures. 
Source: https://www.lasexta.com/noticias/nacional/barometro-lasexta-el-745-de-los-encuestados-
apoya-un-pacto-entre-pp-y-gobierno-para-la-reconstruccion-
economica_202006285ef893f679400600019940c3.html 
 
 

• La Sexta 28/07/2020: 

After the tension experienced in Congress during the state of alarm and the current apparent calm, 
the barometer of laSexta asks citizens about pacts. 
 
Should the ‘Popular Party’, the main opposition party, agree with the government on economic 
reconstruction after the coronavirus? A citizen majority of three quarters supports the pact 
(74.5%), compared to about 24% who oppose it. 
The ‘PSOE’ voters (93.7%), ‘United We Can’ (86%) support this pact and, attention, because so do the 
supporters of ‘Citizens’ (94.9%). On the other hand, popular followers are opposed, although very 
divided, with 54, &% against the pacts, while 43.3% are in favor. Meanwhile, ‘Vox’ is opposed in the 
majority (78.1%). 
Despite these data, the majority of citizens, 66%, believe that there will be no agreement. Voters in 
neither party are confident that the pact will materialize, most are skeptical. 
Source: https://www.lasexta.com/noticias/nacional/barometro-lasexta-el-745-de-los-encuestados-
apoya-un-pacto-entre-pp-y-gobierno-para-la-reconstruccion-
economica_202006285ef893f679400600019940c3.html 

https://www.lasexta.com/noticias/nacional/barometro-lasexta-el-745-de-los-encuestados-apoya-un-pacto-entre-pp-y-gobierno-para-la-reconstruccion-economica_202006285ef893f679400600019940c3.html
https://www.lasexta.com/noticias/nacional/barometro-lasexta-el-745-de-los-encuestados-apoya-un-pacto-entre-pp-y-gobierno-para-la-reconstruccion-economica_202006285ef893f679400600019940c3.html
https://www.lasexta.com/noticias/nacional/barometro-lasexta-el-745-de-los-encuestados-apoya-un-pacto-entre-pp-y-gobierno-para-la-reconstruccion-economica_202006285ef893f679400600019940c3.html
https://www.lasexta.com/noticias/nacional/barometro-lasexta-el-745-de-los-encuestados-apoya-un-pacto-entre-pp-y-gobierno-para-la-reconstruccion-economica_202006285ef893f679400600019940c3.html
https://www.lasexta.com/noticias/nacional/barometro-lasexta-el-745-de-los-encuestados-apoya-un-pacto-entre-pp-y-gobierno-para-la-reconstruccion-economica_202006285ef893f679400600019940c3.html
https://www.lasexta.com/noticias/nacional/barometro-lasexta-el-745-de-los-encuestados-apoya-un-pacto-entre-pp-y-gobierno-para-la-reconstruccion-economica_202006285ef893f679400600019940c3.html
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