With this newsletter, DG Communication’s Public Opinion Monitoring Unit provides fresh public
opinion insights and relevant analysis from both EU level and the Member States. Each month we
drawon available published surveys, socialmedia monitoring and the analysis of our team in close
collaboration with other services within DG COMM, specifically Parliament’s Liaison Offices in all
Member States.

The present publication provides a brief overview of relevant multi-country surveys as well as a
selection of key findings from different Member States.

The current edition of the newsletter contains:

A shortanalytical summary on main results and insights fromacross the EU

A collection of multi-national surveys published in Octoberand presenting public opinion on
the Covid-19 pandemic, attitudes towards the EU and views on the climate change

1 Aselection of national surveys on citizens’ attitudes toward the corona crisis.
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In October 2020 the European Parliamentconducted the already third round of its special survey
on European citizens’ attitudesand opinions over the course of the Covid-19 pandemic.

One of the key results showed that an overwhelming majority of citizens across the EU support
the concept of EU funds only being paid out if Member States fully respect the rule of law and the
EU’s democraticvalues.This broad public support forthe conditionality of EU funds to the rule of
law goes hand in hand with continuing public support for a larger EU budget to overcome the
consequences of the pandemic. More than half of respondents said that public health should be
a spending priority, followed by economicrecovery and climate change. See more details here.

We welcome all comments and input to our work. If you want to know more about what the Public
Opinion Monitoring Unit can do for you in this time of crisis, please contact:

Philipp M. Schulmeister

Head of Public Opinion Monitoring Unit
philipp.schulmeister@ep.europa.eu
dgcomm-pom@europarl.europa.eu
@EP_Trends
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ANALYTICALSUMMARY

The coronavirus pandemic and its consequences for health and the economy are back on top of
Europeans’ concerns. Pessimismabout the future is reported from all countries, while the question
ofthe vaccine is tackled in some countries.

In Ipsos’ October ‘What Worries the World’ survey, people worldwide see the coronavirus as one of
the main problems facing their country (44%). Unemployment comes second with 38%. Across the
27 nationsincludedin the survey, 63% on average —and a majority in 24 countries —say that things
in their country are on the wrongtrack.

In Europe, arange of surveysshowthatEuropeansare either satisfied with the measuresin place or
would want stricter ones to hinder the spread of the coronavirus. In addition, Europeans are very
pessimisticabout health and the economy:In Bulgaria 54% of respondents expect the economy to
get worse, while in Czechia 88% say the economic consequences of the coronavirus pandemic will
have a global impact for years to come, as well as the virus itself (79%). 78% of respondents in
Germany see the coronavirus as the mostimportant problem in their country and 56% believe that
their health is endangered by it. In Greece, 70% of respondents are worried about the coronavirus,
while in Hungary this is the case for 85% of them. In Italy, 43% say they are very worried about the
pandemicand 55% consider the economicsituation worsethan two weeks ago. 93% of Lithuanians
feel anxious about their family’s or their own well-being, while 55% of Romanians claim that their
stress level has increased exponentially in recent months. 77% of Portuguese citizens fear that the
worst of the pandemicis yet to come.

The vaccine question on the other hand seems to rather divide Europeans - as far as data on this
topic is available. 20% of Belgians do not want to take a vaccine against the coronavirus, with 53%
of those fearing its potential side effects. The number of Spanish respondents who would not
immediately take the vaccine has for thefirst time surpassed the number of those who would take
it: 44% would prefer not to get vaccinated immediately against 40% who would. In Sweden, on the
other hand, more than half of citizens (54%) would consider taking the vaccine for Covid-19 once it
becomes available against 36 % would not.



MULTI-COUNTRY SURVEYS

What Worries the World - October 2020

lpsos’ What WorriestheWorld survey tracks publicopinion on the mostimportantsocial and political
issues across 27 countries around the world,drawing on 10 yearsof data toplace the latest scoresin

context.

October’s results show that people worldwide continue to say Coronavirus is one of the main
problems facing their country today. A total of 44% place this issue first once again,
unemployment comes second with 38%.

What Worries the World: October's top 5

Financial/Political corruption 27%

Research among adults aged 16-64 in 27 participating countries. c. 19,000 per month. (October 2020).
Source: Ipsos Global Advisor + Get the data + Created with Datawrapper
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Research among adults aged 16-64 in 27 participating countries. c. 19,000 per month. (March - October 2020).

Source: Ipsos Global Advisor « Get the data + Created with Datawrapper

(...) Across the 27 nations, more than six in ten (63%) on average - and a majority in 24 countries -
say that thingsin theircountry are on the wrong track. The countries where this sentiment is highest
in October 2020 include(...), France (79%), Spain (76%) and Belgium (76%).


https://www.ipsos.com/en/what-worries-world-october-2020

National Pandemic Alarm

October update of the survey monitoring public opinion, emotions and experience with novelty
Coronavirus spreadin five Central European countries:

Panic Index Government Confidence Index
The degree of fear that people currently feel themselves or around them How high the trust in the state and state institutions is in the current situation
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Optimism/pessimism Degree Impact Index
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Government Confidence Index:

index values in time
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https://www.nationalpandemicalarm.eu/en/

Latest Eurobarometer: Economic situation is EU citizens' top concern in light of the
coronavirus pandemic

In the 2020 Standard Eurobarometer by the European Commission, conductedin July and August,
concern about the economic situation is reflected in the perception of the current state of the
economy. 64% of Europeans think that the situation is ‘bad' and 42% of Europeans think that
their country's economy will recover from the adverse effects of the coronavirus outbreak ‘in 2023
or later'.

Europeans aredivided (45% ‘satisfied' vs 44% ‘not satisfied’) regardingthe measures taken by the EU
to fight the pandemic. However, 62% say they trust the EU to make the right decisions in the
future,and 60% remain optimistic about the future of the EU.

Global survey shows widespread disapproval of Covid response

Peoplein most of 25 countries around the world think governments and leaders failed to respond
either wellor fast enough to the coronavirus crisis, the YouGov’s globalism survey, designed with the
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