
 

Each plenary session, DG Communication’s Public Opinion Monitoring Unit provides Members with 
relevant public opinion data on key topics on the agenda: 

- Rule of Law Crisis in Poland/Primacy of EU Law: Are things going in the right or wrong direction? 
Asked this question in Parliament’s latest survey (EP SOTEU Flash Eurobarometer), 33% of Poles say 
the EU is going in the right direction, 26% believe it’s going in the wrong direction. Yet asked the 
same question about their own country, 64% of Poles say things in their country were going in the 
wrong direction - with only 14 % seeing a movement in the right direction. 
 
- UN Climate Change Conference in Glasgow: More than nine out of ten would consider climate 
change a serious problem. Within the EU, 63% of respondents believe that first of all national 
governments are responsible for tackling climate change, ahead of business, industry and the EU. 
(Special Eurobarometer on Climate Change) 
 
- Farm to Fork Strategy: For a majority of Europeans, taste, food safety and cost are more important 
than sustainability concerns when buying food, according to a Special Eurobarometer on “Making 
our food fit for the future – new trends and challenges.” And what do citizens think are the most 
important characteristics of ‘sustainable’ food? “Nutritious and healthy” (41%) as well as “little or no 
use of pesticides” (32%) are the most prominent answers. 

- EU Transparency in the Development, Purchase and Distribution of COVID-19 Vaccines: A 
majority of citizens (65%) agree that the EU is playing a key role in ensuring access to COVID-19 
vaccines. However, nearly six out of ten (59%) also agree that public authorities are not sufficiently 
transparent about COVID-19 vaccines. (EP SOTEU Flash Eurobarometer) 

- Europe’s Media in the Digital Decade: Online social networks have become ubiquitous in most 
people’s daily lives across the EU. More than half of Europeans say they have used WhatsApp (60%) 
or Facebook (56%) in the last seven days, while around half have used YouTube (49%), followed by 
Messenger (32%), according to the EP’s Spring Eurobarometer. The Digital News Report 2021 by 
the Reuters Institute and the University of Oxford finds that the coronavirus crisis has hastened the 
demise of printed newspapers. New business models such as subscription and membership have 
been accelerated by the crisis. 

- Commission Work Programme 2022:  Parliament’s SOTEU Flash Eurobarometer asked which 
issues the European Parliament should pursue as top political priorities. Citizens put climate 
change in first place, backed by 43% of citizens. Further priorities for citizens are the fight against 
poverty and social exclusion (32%), support for the economy and the creation of new jobs as well 
as fight against terrorism (both 31%).  
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On Tuesday 19 October, MEPs will debate the recent ruling of the Polish Constitutional Tribunal with 
Polish Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki and Commission President Ursula von der Leyen (vote on 
Thursday). 

A EP Flash Eurobarometer survey published in September 2021 found that Poles have a rather 
positive image of the EU. 70% of respondents in Poland said they have a very positive or fairly 
positive image of the EU. The proportion of respondents who have a positive image of the EU is only 
higher in Portugal and Ireland.  

 

 
For more detailed information: EP Flash Eurobarometer on the State of the European Union (September 2021) 

 

On EU average, fifty-three per cent of respondents have a positive image of the EU, while 27% have 
a neutral image and 19% a negative image. 

 
For more detailed information: EP Flash Eurobarometer on the State of the European Union (September 2021) 

Rule of Law Crisis in Poland - Primacy of EU Law 
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In addition, asked whether at the present time things are going in the wright or wrong direction 
in the EU, 33% of Poles answer in the right direction and 26% say in the wrong direction. When 
asked the same question about their own country, 64% of Poles say things are going in the 
wrong direction in their country while only 14 % say in the right direction.  

 
For more detailed information: EP Flash Eurobarometer on the State of the European Union (September 2021) 

 

 
For more detailed information: EP Flash Eurobarometer on the State of the European Union (September 2021) 

 

An EC Flash Eurobarometer survey on the “Perceived independence of the national justice systems 
in the EU among the general public” (July 2021) found that  54% of EU citizens rate the justice system 
in their country – in terms of the independence of courts and judges – as good, while 35% say it is 
bad. By comparison, only 29 % of Poles rate the justice system in their country – in terms of the 
independence of courts and judges – as good, while 59% say it is bad. 
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Respondents who rated the level of 
independence of their national justice 
system as bad (fairly bad or very bad) were 
asked to what extent their rating could be 
explained by the following reasons: the lack 
of guarantees provided by the status and 
position of judges, interference or pressure 
from governments or politicians, or 
interference or pressure from economic or 
special interests. 
 
In each country, at least half of respondents 
with a negative perception of the 
independence of courts and judges in their country indicate interference or pressure from 
government and politicians as a reason. Those in Cyprus, Greece (both 88%), Croatia and Poland 
(both 87%) are the most likely to say this, compared to 54% in Finland and 55% in Denmark. In 14 
countries, at least half of respondents say this reason ‘very much’ explains their rating, with 
highest proportions observed in Poland (70%), Slovenia (69%) and Croatia (67%).  

 
For more detailed information: EC Flash Eurobarometer survey “Perceived independence of the national justice systems in the 
EU among the general public” (July 2021) 
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Ahead of the UN Climate Change Conference in Glasgow, MEPs are set to push for accelerated 
climate action worldwide and for the EU to remain a world leader in fighting climate change. (debate 
Wednesday, vote Thursday) 
 
A Special Eurobarometer on Climate change finds that more than nine out of ten people surveyed 
consider climate change to be a serious problem (93%), with almost eight out of ten (78%) 
considering it to be very serious.  

 

Special EB 513 on Climate Change (July 2021) 

 

Almost half of all Europeans have taken environmentally friendly action, although they don’t believe 
they bear the main responsibility for tackling climate change. More than half of Europeans say that 
national governments (63%), business and industry (58%) and the European Union (57%) are 
responsible for tackling climate change within the European Union. Over four in ten Europeans 
answer regional and local authorities (43%, +10) or ‘you personally’ (41%, +5).  Finally, three in ten 
respondents believe that responsibility for tackling climate lies with environmental groups (30%, 
+2). 

UN Climate Change Conference in Glasgow 
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A national analysis highlights that, in 17 EU Member States, respondents place national 
governments in first position among the actors responsible for tackling climate change, with the 
highest scores being recorded in Sweden (76%), Malta (75%) and Ireland (74%) and Greece (74%). 
At the other end of the scale, slightly more than half of respondents share this opinion in Romania 
(51%), Slovenia (52%), and Lithuania and Croatia (52% in both countries, where this is the most 
mentioned actor). 

Special EB 513 on Climate Change (July 2021) 

 
EXTERNAL INSIGHT: 
Despite the pandemic, there is still widespread recognition of climate change as a global 
emergency. Nearly two-thirds (64 percent) of people in 50 countries (covering 56% of the 
world's population) believe that climate change is an emergency, according to the UNDP’s “The 
Peoples' Climate Vote” survey (published January 2021). Four climate policies emerged as the most 
popular globally: 1. Conservation of forests and land (54% public support); 2. Solar, wind and 
renewable power (53%); 3. Climate-friendly farming techniques (52%); and 4. Investing more in 
green businesses and jobs (50%). 
 

 
For more detailed information: UNDP’s “The Peoples' Climate Vote” survey (January 2021) 
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On Monday 18 October, MEPs will discuss the Farm to Fork Strategy which aims to develop a fair, 
healthy, eco-friendly food system in the EU while guaranteeing food security and a fair income for 
farmers as well as reducing agriculture’s environmental footprint (vote on Tuesday). A Special 
Eurobarometer  “Making our food fit for the future – new trends and challenges” (October 2020) 
finds that Europeans prioritise taste, food safety and cost over sustainability concerns when 
purchasing food. 

More than four in ten respondents say that taste (45%) is the most important factor in their food 
purchasing decisions, followed by food safety (42%) and cost (40%). At least a third of respondents 
think that where food comes from (34%) and nutrient content (33%) are important factors, while 
a fifth cite the amount of available shelf-life (20%) among their top priorities. Other aspects are 
less frequently mentioned: More than a tenth mention food being minimally processed, their 
ethics and beliefs (both 16%), and the food’s impact on the environment (15%) as important to 
them, but less than a tenth (9%) mention convenience as a major influence in their food buying. 

Special Eurobarometer  “Making our food fit for the future – new trends and challenges” (October 
2020) 

 

A country-level analysis finds taste is among the three most mentioned answers in 21 EU 
Member States, and the most mentioned in eight of these, particularly by respondents in Portugal 
(59%), and Poland and Slovakia (both 55%). It is also the most mentioned aspect, cited alongside 
cost, by respondents in Czechia (both 58%) and Belgium (both 47%). Food safety is the one of the 
three most mentioned answers in 24 countries, but only in five of these – mostly countries of 
Southern Europe – do respondents rank it at the top, with the largest proportions observed in Italy 
(58%), Greece (55%) and Cyprus (51%). Finally, cost is among the three most mentioned factors in 
17 EU Member States, and the most mentioned by respondents in seven, chiefly in Portugal (70%) 
and the Baltic countries (Lithuania 61%, Latvia 60%, and Estonia 55%). 

Farm to Fork Strategy 
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More information: Special Eurobarometer  “Making our food fit for the future – new trends and challenges” (October 2020) 

Respondents consider nutritious and healthy (41%) to be the most important characteristics of 
‘sustainable’ food. Close to a third of respondents mention little or no use of pesticides (32%) 
and nearly three in ten cite affordability of food for all (29%) as their most important sustainable 
food characteristics. Under a quarter of respondents mention local or short supply chains (24%) 
and low environmental and climate impact (e.g. carbon footprint) (22%), while a fifth say high 
animal welfare standards, and minimal packaging, no or little plastic. Fair revenue for 
producers is mentioned among the most important characteristics of sustainable food by just 16% 
of respondents, while only a tenth cite availability (10%). 

Special Eurobarometer  “Making our food fit for the future – new trends and challenges” (October 2020) 
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In a resolution from the Petitions committee to be put to a vote on Thursday 21 October, MEPs will 
state their demands for more transparent vaccine development, purchasing and distribution in the 
future. 

The EP’s SOTEU Flash Eurobarometer finds that a majority of respondents (65%) agree that the EU 
is playing a key role in ensuring access to COVID-19 vaccines. This proportion ranges from 49% 
in Czechia, 53% in Slovakia and 54% in Germany, to 78% in both Ireland and Malta, 83% in Cyprus 
and 89% in Portugal. 

 
For more detailed information: EP Flash Eurobarometer on the State of the European Union (September 2021) 

A majority of respondents (59%) agree that public authorities are not sufficiently transparent 
about COVID-19 vaccines. This concern is highest in Croatia (73%), followed by Romania and 
Slovenia (all 68%). 

 
For more detailed information: EP Flash Eurobarometer on the State of the European Union (September 2021) 

 

EU transparency with regard to COVID-19 vaccines 
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Respondents are about equally satisfied with the way their national government (50%) and the 
EU (49%) have handled the COVID-19 vaccination strategy. 

 

 
For more detailed information: EP Flash Eurobarometer on the State of the European Union (September 2021) 

Respondents in Malta (84%), Denmark and Portugal (both 82%) are most likely to be satisfied with 
the way their national government has handled the vaccination strategy. Respondents in Slovakia 
(24%) and Slovenia (31%) show the lowest rates of satisfaction with their government’s handling of 
the vaccination strategy. As regards the EU’s handling of the COVID-19 vaccination strategy, 
satisfaction rates are highest in Portugal (84%) and lowest in Germany (37%) and Luxembourg 
(38%).  

 
For more detailed information: EP Flash Eurobarometer on the State of the European Union (September 2021) 
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On Monday 18 October, MEPs will discuss the findings of the report on Europe’s Media in the Digital 
Decade: an Action Plan to Support Recovery and Transformation. (vote Tuesday)  

The Spring Eurobarometer for the European Parliament (June 2021) included two questions on the 
use of online social networks. More than half of Europeans say they have used WhatsApp (60%) 
or Facebook (56%) in the last seven days, while around half have used YouTube (49%), followed by 
Messenger (32%) and Instagram (31%). The use of online social networks varies considerably by 
age, with younger Europeans more likely to use the various networks.  

 

For more detailed information: EP Spring Eurobarometer (June 2021) 

 

The main reason for using online social networks is to send direct messages to friends and family 
(mentioned by 78%), followed by watching photo and video content (57%) and following the 
news and current events (53%). 

Europe’s Media in the Digital Decade 

 

 
 

 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0278_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0278_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/be-heard/eurobarometer/spring-2021-survey
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/be-heard/eurobarometer/spring-2021-survey


 
For more detailed information: EP Spring Eurobarometer (June 2021) 

 

EXTERNAL INSIGHT: 

The Digital News Report 2021 by the Reuters Institute and the University of Oxford finds that the 
coronavirus crisis has hastened the demise of printed newspapers. New business models such as 
subscription and membership have been accelerated by the crisis, but in most cases, this has still 
not come anywhere near making up for lost income elsewhere. And yet, this crisis has also shown 
the value of accurate and reliable information at a time when lives are at stake.  

There is a significant increases in payment for online news in a small number of richer Western 
countries, but the overall percentage of people paying for online news remains low. Across 20 
countries where publishers have been pushing for more online payment, 17% have paid for any 
online news in the last year – up two percentage points. Norway continues to lead the way with 45% 
(+3) followed by Sweden (30%), the United States (21%), Finland (20%), the Netherlands (17%), and 
Switzerland (17%). There has been less progress in France (11%), Germany (9%), and the United 
Kingdom (8%). 
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For more detailed information: Digital News Report 2021 (Reuters Institute/University of Oxford) 
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On Tuesday 19 October, the EC will present the Commission Work Programme 2022. One of the most 
recent EP Flash Eurobarometer surveys (September 2021) asked citizens which issues the European 
Parliament should pursue as a matter of political priority. Climate change came first with 43% of 
mentions followed by measures to fight poverty and social exclusion (32%) as well as the 
support for the economy and to create new jobs (31%). The latter two are particularly high on 
citizens’ priorities list in Bulgaria, Greece, Croatia, Cyprus, Latvia and Portugal.  

 
For more detailed information: EP Flash Eurobarometer on the State of the European Union (September 2021) 

For young people tackling poverty and inequality is at the top of their priority list. From 18 to 
27 June 2021, Ipsos run a Youth Flash Eurobarometer for the European Parliament, interviewing 
18,156 EU citizens, aged 16 to 30. Asked about their policy priorities, young people put tackling 
poverty and inequality first (43%), followed by combatting climate change and protecting the 
environment (39%) and combatting unemployment/lack of jobs (37%).  
 

 
For more detailed information: EP Youth Flash Eurobarometer (October 2021) 

Commission Work Programme 2022 
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