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20 May 2022 
 
DG COMM’s Public Opinion Monitoring Unit has assembled a range of recent surveys and polls from 
across the EU giving insight into how citizens see Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and the wide and 
unprecedented array of sanctions taken by the EU and its international allies. The key findings 
presented below are based on one multi-country survey as well as on surveys conducted or 
published between 13 and 20 May 2022 in a number of Member States (Bulgaria, Czechia, Finland, 
Germany, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden).  
 
A bigger role of Europe: After more than 80 days of war, 68% of Italians believe that Europe should 
engage in a mediating role between Russia and Ukraine to reach a truce as soon as possible, see 
source. Another survey found that 52% of Italians think that the EU's commitment is insufficient, and 
that the EU is too dominated by the US, they believe that the EU must also mediate by challenging 
American positions, see source. 
 
Perceived Russian threat in the Baltic States and Poland: 71% in Estonia and 66% in Lithuania 
identified Russia as a threat. By contrast, in Latvia, economic concerns (71%) and corruption (67%) 
overall ranked higher than fears about Russia (53%), while specifically 72% of Latvian speakers saw 
Russia as the main threat, see source. Furthermore, a survey in Poland found that 42% of 
respondents believe Russia would be tempted to attack Poland, see source. 
 
Collapsed support for military non-alignment in Finland: Only 17% of Finish respondents 
believe that Finland should remain militarily non-aligned. The question of military non-alignment 
has been polled every year since 1996, and the support has never been less than 50%, see source. 
 
Economic outlook: Two recent surveys in Romania clearly indicate the increase of a pessimistic 
outlook about the economic growth: Almost half of local managers think that the economy will 
enter recession in the next three months, mostly due to the war effects, see source. In another 
survey, the percentage of Romanian CEOs expecting a slowdown in economic growth has more 
than doubled from 26% to 54%. Conversely, 77% of Spanish entrepreneurs or managers expect to 
increase their turnover throughout this year, 48% expect their growth to be higher than 5% (source). 
 
Inflation is the biggest concern for Germans: Around 40% of German respondents said that their 
biggest concern at the moment is inflation. 34% of the respondents named the invasion of Ukraine, 
only 8% the Covid-19 pandemic. 29% of respondents fear that they will have to cut back on their 
own lifestyle because of price increases. The fear of inflation is particularly pronounced among 
people with low income, see here.  
 
Different opinions on the oil embargo and energy sanctions to Russia:  Three-quarters of people 
polled in Hungary would not support blocking Russian oil and natural gas supplies, while 21% of 
respondents would not object to it. Furthermore, according to 89% of Hungarians, sanctions against 
Russia "damage the European Union and the European economy." Only 10% of respondents think 
the opposite, see source. Conversely, in Poland, 73% of respondents are in favour of sanctions on 

http://www.sondaggipoliticoelettorali.it/GestioneSondaggio.aspx
http://www.sondaggipoliticoelettorali.it/GestioneSondaggio.aspx
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/05/17/baltics-russia-ukraine-latvia-lithuania-estonia/
https://wgospodarce.pl/informacje/111998-czy-polska-moze-byc-kolejnym-celem-rosji-sondaz
https://www.defmin.fi/files/5407/Finns_opinions_on_Foreign_and_Security_policy_National_defence_and_Security_2022.pdf
https://www.romania-insider.com/confidex-poll-romanian-managers-may-2022
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjZ1fu-4-j3AhUGzaQKHdx-DfYQFnoECCsQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pwc.ro%2Fen%2Fpress-room%2Fpress-releases-2022%2Fceo-survey-2022--share-of-romanian-ceos-expecting-a-slowdown-in-0.html&usg=AOvVaw1GW7yQ5RdJEXmk-Ny_mmei
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjZ1fu-4-j3AhUGzaQKHdx-DfYQFnoECCsQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pwc.ro%2Fen%2Fpress-room%2Fpress-releases-2022%2Fceo-survey-2022--share-of-romanian-ceos-expecting-a-slowdown-in-0.html&usg=AOvVaw1GW7yQ5RdJEXmk-Ny_mmei
https://cincodias.elpais.com/cincodias/2022/05/13/economia/1652459498_388806.html
https://www.rnd.de/wirtschaft/inflation-in-deutschland-laut-umfrage-derzeit-groesste-sorge-von-verbrauchern-noch-vor-krieg-und-Z6NDRO3FS43BUDVHDUISQGGZRI.html
https://tass.com/world/1450697?utm_source=google.com&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=google.com&utm_referrer=google.com
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energy resources from Russia, see source. The number of Germans who support sanctions on 
Russian oil and gas remained at 40%, even if it causes inflation and 32% of people backing the 
decision only if it does not lead to higher prices, see source. 
  
Increasing support for joining NATO in Sweden: 57% of respondents in Sweden want to join 
NATO after Finland's announcement. Therefore, support for a Swedish NATO application has risen 
to 57%, from 48% at the end of April, according to a new survey, see source. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DG Communication’s Public Opinion Monitoring Unit informs about relevant public opinion insights and 
analysis focussing on multi-country surveys as well as on survey conducted in individual Member States. 

We welcome all comments and input to our work. 
If you want to know more about what the Public Opinion Monitoring Unit can do for you in this time of 

crisis, please contact: 
Philipp M. Schulmeister, Head of Public Opinion Monitoring Unit 

philipp.schulmeister@ep.europa.eu or dgcomm-pom@europarl.europa.eu 

https://www.wnp.pl/energetyka/sondaz-dla-rp-pl-73-proc-badanych-za-sankcjami-na-surowce-energetyczne-z-rosji,580208.html
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiv652u6-j3AhWY76QKHe5MDBIQFnoECBsQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farsnews.ir%2Fen%2Fnews%2F14010226000875%2FPll-Over-Half-f-Germans-Admi-Being-Prer-Than-in-202-as-Ecnmy&usg=AOvVaw2d8HpLkex1bDF0lowD41IC
https://www.dn.se/sverige/dn-ipsos-majoritet-for-nato-efter-finlands-och-s-besked/
mailto:philipp.schulmeister@ep.europa.eu
mailto:dgcomm-pom@europarl.europa.eu
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The Baltic states are worried about Russia  
Washington Post.com |17 May 2022 | Source 
 
The survey asked respondents about a range of threats to their countries, including economic 
instability, corruption, Covid-19, climate change, China and Russia. in Estonia (71%) and Lithuania 
(66%) more survey participants identified Russia as a threat than any other potential risk. By contrast, 
in Latvia, economic concerns (71%) and corruption (67%) ranked higher than fears about Russia 
(53%). But for Latvian speakers, 72% saw Russia as the main threat. For Russian speakers in both 
Estonia (68%) and Latvia (84%), economic instability was the topic of greatest concern. 
  
Majorities in all three Baltic countries endorsed an even larger NATO presence on their territory, the 
survey found. At the national level, Estonia and Lithuania showed overwhelming support — over 
three-quarters strongly or somewhat favor having more NATO troops. A lower percentage of 
respondents in Latvia (59%) supported an increased NATO presence. Russian speakers in Estonia 
and Latvia are far less likely (34% and 20%, respectively) to endorse a greater NATO posture than 
Estonian (89%) or Latvian (80%) speakers. 
  
While respondents trusted that NATO would come to their defense, confidence was lowest in Latvia 
and among Russian speakers. In Lithuania, 67% of survey respondents indicated that they were 
somewhat or completely confident that NATO would respond to an attack on their territory. 
Confidence levels were lower in Estonia (61%) — and much lower in Latvia (50%). Skepticism among 
Russian speakers also drives these outcomes, with a 38% gap between Russian and Estonian 
speakers in Estonia — and a 34% gap in Latvia between Russian and Latvian speakers. 
  
The survey asked participants to identify what they would do if their country came under attack: 
donate money, provide logistical support, volunteer for a militia or enlist in the military. 
Respondents in Estonia were the most likely to take up arms — 11% said they would enlist in the 
military and 21% said they would volunteer for a militia. Lithuanians also committed to resistance 
through enlisting in the military (8%) or joining a militia (19%). Latvian respondents were least likely 
to volunteer — only 4% said they would enlist and 12% said they would join a militia.  
 
 

 
 
Most Bulgarians see security only in NATO 
EurActiv.com | 18 May 2022 | Source 
  
Over half of Bulgarians believe Bulgaria cannot guarantee its national security and territorial 
integrity outside NATO, while one in four think it can, a national survey by the agency Market Links 
has found. Against this background, 36% of respondents said that Bulgaria should take a neutral 
position in the war, and they support Russia’s position. Some 43% do not support the Kremlin. 
  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/05/17/baltics-russia-ukraine-latvia-lithuania-estonia/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/short_news/most-bulgarians-see-security-only-in-nato/
https://euractiv.bg/section/all/news/%d0%bf%d0%be%d0%b2%d0%b5%d1%87%d0%b5%d1%82%d0%be-%d0%b1%d1%8a%d0%bb%d0%b3%d0%b0%d1%80%d0%b8-%d0%b2%d0%b8%d0%b6%d0%b4%d0%b0%d1%82-%d1%81%d0%b8%d0%b3%d1%83%d1%80%d0%bd%d0%be%d1%81%d1%82-%d1%81%d0%b0/
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The evaluation of the cut-off gas supplies to Bulgaria is much clearer. A total of 70% believe that the 
suspension of Russian gas supplies is unfair, while 18% do not think so. The sociological survey 
shows that Bulgarians generally feel insecure. Additionally, 80% of people are dissatisfied with the 
country’s development, while only 15% are satisfied. 
  
If the parliamentary elections were held today – 22.9% of respondents would vote for the former 
ruling party GERB led by Boyko Borissov. Support for this party has not changed. But high inflation 
and the cascade of foreign policy crises are washing away support for the main party in the ruling 
coalition now – “Change continues”. It has 16.9% support. The third political force is the socialist 
party BSP with 11%, followed by the Turkish minority party DPS with 9,3%, the pro-Russian 
nationalist party Vazrazhdane with 8.6%, and Democratic Bulgaria with 7.4%. The populist ‘There is 
such a people’ would take 5.8%. The latter two are also in the quadruple ruling coalition. From 
January to April, confidence in the National Assembly fell from 22% to 8%, with confidence in the 
government falling from 36% to 15%. 
 
Attitudes towards politics 
Gallup | 18 May 2022 | source 
 
47.1% of Bulgarian respondents state that they disagree with Vladimir Putin's actions in Ukraine. In 
the opposite opinion, they are 28.6%. The rest are hesitant. Despite the small area of hesitation, the 
distinct opinion of people with declared active opinion is against. It should be taken into account 
that some of the answers may contain the element of the 'desirable response'. 
 
 

 
 
Nuclear energy support in Czechia grows due to war in Ukraine - survey  
CTK Business News | 17 May 2022 | Source not available 
 
As many as 68% of Czech are in favor of nuclear energy development, which is the second highest 
percentage since 1994, according to a survey of the IBRS agency.  Along with this, 96 percent of the 
population share the view that Czechia should be self-sufficient in electricity generation. The survey 
was conducted among 500 respondents at the end of April and the beginning of May. 
  
The support for renewable energy sources has increased as well. As many as 46 percent of 
respondents now support both nuclear energy and renewable sources, which is a slight increase 
since autumn. Due to the threat that Russia will stop supplying fossil fuels, the view that the future 
of energy in the Czech Republic lies primarily in the coexistence of nuclear and renewable sources 
has strengthened notably. 
  
As many as 82 percent of respondents said they agreed with the state's support of nuclear energy. 
A total of 69 percent of respondents fear that one of Ukrainian nuclear power plants may be 
damaged due to the war in Ukraine, and almost half of those polled fear that a nuclear power plant 
outside Ukraine may be damaged, the survey has also shown. 
 

https://www.gallup-international.bg/45895/attitudes-towards-politics/
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Finns’ opinions on foreign and security policy, national defence and security 
The Advisory Board for Defence Information |18 May 2022 | source 
 
According to the National Defence Information Planning Board, support for military non-alignment 
has collapsed in Finland. More than four out of five Finns want Finland to be defended armed if the 
country is attacked.  
  
According to the board, the will of Finns to defend their country is now at the highest level in the 
history of the survey. MTS has been conducting opinion polls since 1976. Prior to the survey, MTS 
conducted a similar interview survey in Finland last autumn. At that time, about two-thirds of the 
respondents thought that Finland should be defended armed if the country was attacked. 
  
Support for Finland's NATO membership had also risen considerably compared to last autumn. Now, 
slightly more than two in three respondents said they were in favour of membership. In the autumn, 
about a quarter of respondents said they supported membership. 
  
According to the survey, support for military non-alignment has collapsed in Finland. Now less than 
a fifth of respondents were in favour of military non-alignment, while in the autumn more than half 
were in favour of non-alignment. In general, Finland's military alliance, without the alliance being 
identified in any way, said that it supported two of the three respondents. Last fall, just under a third 
of those surveyed supported the military alliance. 

  

https://www.defmin.fi/files/5407/Finns_opinions_on_Foreign_and_Security_policy_National_defence_and_Security_2022.pdf
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Most Finns believe country can’t defend itself alone 
Finnish Business and Policy Forum (EVA) | 13 May 2022 | source 
 
According to respondents, since the start of the war in Ukraine their belief that Russia could attack 
their country, this year has tripled to 19%.  By 2027, 30% of the 2,800 Finns taking part in the survey 
believe the risk of Russian aggression will increase. When asked about Finland joining NATO, 76% of 
those surveyed said they support a decision to apply for membership as they believe this would 
decrease the probability of Russian military aggression this year. 
 
 

 
 
Survey: Inflation is the biggest concern of Germans 
McKinsey | 16 May 2022 | Source 
 
Rapidly rising prices in almost all areas of life are currently worrying people in Germany more than 
anything else. Even the war in Ukraine and the Corona pandemic rank behind. This is the result of a 
representative survey published on Monday by the management consultancy McKinsey. Around 
40% of the more than 1,000 respondents said that their biggest concern now was inflation. 34% 
named the invasion of Ukraine, only 8% the Covid-19 pandemic. Almost one third of the 
respondents (29%) fear that they will have to cut back on their own lifestyle because of the price 
increase. The fear of inflation is particularly pronounced among people with low incomes. Two-
thirds of respondents expect prices to continue to rise over the next 12 months. 
  
 

 
 
Majority of Hungarians oppose Russian oil embargo, poll reveals 
World Service Wire | 13 May 2022 | Source 
  
The vast majority of Hungarian citizens do not support a ban on Russian energy supplies and believe 
that sanctions against Russia harm the European Union itself. This is according to a survey 
conducted by Szazadveg Alapitvany, the Budapest-based End of the Century Foundation. 
  
"Three-quarters of those polled would not support blocking Russian oil and natural gas supplies to 
Hungary under pressure from the United States and Brussels, but 21% [of respondents] would not 
object to it," the authors of the study said on their website. 
  
They also noted that, according to 89% of Hungarians, sanctions against Russia "damage the 
European Union and the European economy." Only 10% of respondents hold the opposite point of 
view. 
  
The Foundation notes that that these views do not depend too much on the political preferences of 
Hungarian citizens: supporters of both the government and the opposition oppose the embargo on 
Russian oil and gas supplies. According to the study, the ban on the purchase of Russian energy 

https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/short_news/most-finns-believe-country-cant-defend-itself-alone/
https://www.rnd.de/wirtschaft/inflation-in-deutschland-laut-umfrage-derzeit-groesste-sorge-von-verbrauchern-noch-vor-krieg-und-Z6NDRO3FS43BUDVHDUISQGGZRI.html
https://tass.com/world/1450697?utm_source=google.com&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=google.com&utm_referrer=google.com
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resources is not supported by 92% of voters who voted in the recent parliamentary elections for the 
ruling party Fidesz (Hungarian Civic Alliance), 91% of supporters of the Motherland party and 51% 
of those who voted for the coalition from six opposition parties. More than 1,000 people took part 
in the survey, which was conducted in May. 
  
Earlier this week, the Hungarian government, led by Viktor Orban, said that it would not be able to 
support a sixth oil embargo package against Russia as proposed by the European Commission. The 
Hungarian government repeatedly explained that the only large Danube oil refinery in the country 
is technologically geared in such a way that at least 65% of crude should come from Russia. 
 
Fewer people consider the war in Ukraine as an aggression 
Publicus Népszava | 13 May 2022 | source 
Fieldwork:  
 
Only 56% of respondents consider the Russian invasion of Hungary to be an aggression, according 
to a survey conducted for Publicus Népszava. Comparing the latest and previous Publicus data, it 
turns out that in the last two months the number of people who consider Russia to be the aggressor, 
has steadily decreased. In the survey conducted at the beginning of March, 64% of respondents 
thought so, at the time of the survey at the end of March it was only 58%, and now even 2% fewer 
think so. In two months, the rate of those who considered attacking aggression decreased by 8%.  
 
The percentage of people who considered the attack more of a defence of Russia has increased from 
15% to 28%, and then dropped to 25%. The survey also asked for the party preference among 
respondents. From this, it was seen that 40% of the Mi Hazánk-voters, 34% of the voters of Fidesz, 
19% of the uncertain voters and 9% of oppositional-voters think that the current events are for the 
purpose of defence from the Russian side.  
 
 

 
 
Russia-Ukraine, the latest news part X 
Ipsos | 17 May 2022 | Source (internal translation) 
Fieldwork: 9- 11 May 2022 
 
One in three Italians (33%) believe that the war will spread to other countries in the region  and 
fewer fear that the conflict will degenerate into a world war (14%), there is also a sharp increase in 
those who believe that the use of nuclear weapons is unlikely (53%). The persistence of inflation and 
the energy crisis, it causes an increase in the fear for the economic implications of the conflict (50%), 
while concern for the consequences of the war, linked to the direct involvement of Italy, decreases 
(30%). 
 
The Vatican is perceived as the international actor who contributes most to the search for a 
diplomatic solution to the conflict (21%); the Italian government is considered as a secondary 
protagonist, but almost half do not indicate anyone. The share of those in favor of the sanctions 
imposed on Russia is increasing again: half of the Italians say they are in favor (52%), while one in 
three opposes it (33%). Only a small minority is in favor of direct intervention in the military conflict 
(4%), while there is a wider support for sending equipment (26%), but half of the Italians would 
prefer to avoid any involvement (51%). 

https://nepszava.hu/3156769_oroszorszag-haboru-ukrajna-felmeres-publicus-intezet-nepszava
https://www.ipsos.com/it-it/russia-ucraina-ultime-news-italiani-riducono-timori-scoppio-terza-guerra-mondiale-3-monitoraggio-ipsos
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The war in Ukraine 
Termometro Politico | 13 May 2022 | Source (internal translation) 
Fieldwork:  10-12/05/20222 
 
When Italians where asked if they agree with Pope Francis' statement on the Russian invasion: "I 
don't know if it was provoked, but perhaps it was facilitated by the barking of NATO at the gates of 
Russia". 35.3% answer Yes, NATO and the West have been working for years to provoke this war and 
that is why they boycott any attempt for peace, another 28.5% replied that NATO has responsibilities 
like Russia but now it doesn't matter, we just need to seek peace. In total, more than one out of two 
Italians (63.5%) believe that NATO was partially responsible in triggering the conflict. Quite striking 
is the percentage (52,2%) of Italians who consider the EU's commitment to be insufficient and that 
the EU is too dominated by the US, who want a continuation of the war, they believe that the EU 
must also mediate by challenging American positions. When asked about the relations between the 
USA and Italy, 36% answered that Italians are considered as subordinates, it has always been like 
this, and perhaps it is inevitable given the different power relations. Another 34,3% replied that Italy 
is in fact a US colony, which cannot do anything without American consent. 
 
RADAR: nothing will ever be the same again  
EMG Different |  15 May 2022 | Source (internal translation) 
Fieldwork: 9-13 May 2022 
 
Italians hope that a dialogue with Putin will be maintained to end the conflict as soon as possible, 
but 1 out of 3 believe that we must be intransigent with Putin. The priority for Italians is the end of 
the war and the preferred solution is the one which would lead to a ceasefire as quickly as possible, 
despite the fact that this would require the lost by Ukraine of the territories already occupied by the 
Russians. The prospect of a counter-offensive by the Ukrainian forces would be the best option for 
less than 1 in 4 Italians, even if many trust in the Ukrainians' ability to defeat, at least in part, the 
Russian army. The protracted hostilities remain the main concern. On the hypothesis of the 
accession of Finland and Sweden to NATO, 45% consider it risky, against 35% who do not perceive 
it as such or even see it as a positive opportunity. 1 out of two Italians have confidence in Ukrainian 
forces and believe they are capable of regaining their territories.  
 

 
 
 

http://www.sondaggipoliticoelettorali.it/GestioneSondaggio.aspx
https://www.swg.it/pa/attachment/62836d98620b0/Radar_9-15%20maggio%202022.pdf
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EMG Different Observatory 
EMG Different | 19 May 2022 | Source (internal translation) 
Fieldwork: 17 May 2022 
 
45% of Italians are opposed to a further dispach of weapons, the same percentage believes that a 
resolution of the war is only possible in the long term. Nearly 1 out of 2 respondents believes that 
the EU can play a role in building a diplomatic solution to the war in Ukraine. 28% of Italians believe 
that Ukraine is winning the war, 23% Russia, but 49% do not know who is winning. More than 1 in 
two Italians fear that the war in Ukraine could degenerate into a nuclear conflict. A large majority of 
respondents (84%) are worried about the evolution of Ukraine's ’conflict. However, 44% think there 
will be a diplomatic solution. 
 
War in Ukraine: the role of Europe in the opinion of Italians 
Demopolis | 18 May 2022 | Source (internal translation) 
Fieldwork: 17- 18 May 2022 
 
68% of Italians believe that after more than 80 days of war, Europe should engage in a mediating 
role between Russia and Ukraine to reach a truce as soon as possible. 63% would positively see the 
birth of a common army of the European Union. More than one in two Italians fear the risk of a third 
world war. Finally, 45% of respondents considered sending additional weapons inappropriate. 
 
 

 
 
Survey: Half of Latvia's residents have contributed to Ukrainian support 
SKDS |18 May 2022 | source 
 
In the survey, 39% indicated that they had donated to Ukraine and refugees. 26% had boycotted 
goods for political reasons, for example, if they were produced by a Russian or Belarusian company 
or if the producer had not ceased cooperation with Russia. 
 
The survey also shows that both donating and boycotting goods due to political motives are more 
pronounced among Latvians, younger and better-educated residents. Donations have been made 
by 53% of the survey participants whose nationality is Latvian. Among other nationalities, however, 
they represented 19%. Similarly, 38% of Latvians have indicated that they have refused to purchase 
goods on the basis of political motives. Among other nationalities, they were 10%. 
 
The most donors - 54% - were found in the age group between 18 and 24, followed by the age group 
25 to 34 with 53%.  
 
The most donors - 46% - had higher education. The most active donors were pupils and students, 
more than 63%, followed by managers of different ranks, as well as specialists and officials. The 
survey also shows that the most active donors live in Vidzeme, Pierīga and Zemgale. There, the share 
of donors exceeds 40% of the population. 
 

http://www.sondaggipoliticoelettorali.it/GestioneSondaggio.aspx
http://www.sondaggipoliticoelettorali.it/GestioneSondaggio.aspx
https://eng.lsm.lv/article/society/society/survey-half-of-latvias-residents-have-contributed-to-ukrainian-support.a457343/
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Could Poland be Russia's next target?  
Social Changes | 17 May 2022 | Source (internal translation) 
Fieldwork:  6-9 May 
 
Does Russia pose a direct military threat to Poland as well? After Ukraine, would Poland be the next 
target of an attack? What do Poles think about it? Social Changes studio conducted a survey on this 
issue, asking respondents the following question: “If Russia defeated Ukraine, do you think it would 
then attack Poland?” 
 
The survey shows that 42 percent of respondents are convinced that the Kremlin would be tempted 
to attack Poland.  31 percent of respondents are of the opposite opinion and 27 percent have no 
opinion on the matter. In the event of Ukraine's collapse, a Russian attack would be expected above 
all by voters of the United Right – 53 percent. Voters of the Civic Coalition mostly believe that the 
Kremlin would not hit the country. 
 
Will Berlin permanently change its attitude towards Russia?  
Social Changes | 16 May 2022 | Source (internal translation) 
Fieldwork:  6-9 May 2022 
 
Social Changes studio conducted a survey, asking the following question: “What impact do you 
think the war in Ukraine will have on German policy towards Russia?” The largest group of 
respondents - 39% - agreed with the statement that "Germany will change its policy somewhat but 
will still support Russia to some extent economically and politically".  27% of respondents believe 
that "nothing will fundamentally change, and Germany will continue to support Russia economically 
and politically". According to 11% of respondents, "Germany will permanently change its policy”, 
and another 11% think that "Germany will permanently change its policy towards Russia and will 
completely stop supporting Russia economically and politically".  23% of respondent did not have 
opinion on that subject.  
 
The most optimistic about the course of German policy are voters of the Civic Coalition - as many as 
33% think that Germany will permanently change its attitude towards Russia. Only 8% of the United 
Right's voters think so. 
  
Can Ukraine achieve a full victory and drive the aggressor beyond its borders? 
Social Changes | 15 May 2022 | Source (internal translation) 
Fieldwork:  6-9 May 2022 
  
Can Ukraine claim victory and drive the aggressor beyond its borders? What do Poles think about 
this issue? Social Changes studio conducted a survey, asking respondents the following question: 
‘In your opinion, does Ukraine stand a chance of winning the war with Russia in such a way that it 
would force Russia to completely withdraw outside the borders of Ukraine and regain Crimea, 
Lugansk and Donetsk? 
 
41% of Poles believe in Ukraine's success. The most optimistic are voters of the United Right - as 
many as 63% think that the Armed Forces of Ukraine will drive the attackers beyond the borders of 
our neighbour.  31% think that the authorities in Kiev will not be able to achieve such a goal.  28% 
have no opinion. 

https://wgospodarce.pl/informacje/111998-czy-polska-moze-byc-kolejnym-celem-rosji-sondaz
https://wpolityce.pl/swiat/598644-nasz-sondaz-czy-berlin-trwale-zmieni-kurs-wobec-rosji
https://wpolityce.pl/polityka/598531-nasz-sondaz-czy-ukraina-moze-odniesc-pelne-zwyciestwo
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 73 percent in favour of sanctions on energy resources from Russia 
SW Research | 15 May 2022 | Source (internal translation) 
Fieldwork:  10-11 May 
 
According to a survey, 73% of respondents believe sanctions should be imposed on energy 
resources (oil, gas, coal) from Russia. 11.7% of respondents were of an opposite opinion and 15.3% 
had no opinion on that subject. 
 
 

 
 
Romania: Almost half of managers see recession in next three months –  survey  
CEEMarketWatch | 18 May 2022 | Source 
  
More than three quarters think they will be affected by war, estimate energy and commodity crises 
to continue. Yet, the mood is better than when the pandemic started, investment appetite is 
stronger 
  
Almost half of local managers think that the economy will enter recession in next three months, 
mostly due to the war effects, according to a Confidex survey made quarterly by Impetum Group, 
the owner of Romania's biggest insolvency practitioner. Most of them plan to cut investment, while 
36% see lower public investment. More than three quarters say they will be affected by the war in 
Ukraine, and only 8% think the impact will be marginal. About 22% of domestic firms perceive 
strong economic dependence on Ukraine or Russia. The mood is particularly bleak in agriculture and 
industry due to a stronger dependency on commodity and utility markets that are hit by inflation 
and supply chain disruptions. 
  
The outlook is not bright either. Most managers see energy and commodity crises continuing, 
inflation speeding up further and the economy entering recession. Nearly 70% of managers in 
industry and 50% of those in agriculture might consider alternative financing sources in the future, 
mostly to finance expansion to new markets to sustain activity. However, despite pessimistic 
sentiment, managers' business confidence is at its highest level in the past two years. The Confidex 
confidence index shows a better mood among managers than at the pandemic's start. Fewer see a 
labour market crisis and economic downfall. Interest in increasing investment is higher than in Q2 
2020 and more managers are seeking opportunities to diversify and boost sales. 
 
PwC  Romania  CEO  Survey  2022: Share of Romanian CEOs expecting a slowdown in economic 
growth has doubled since the war in Ukraine broke out 
Nine O'Clock Online | 13 May 2022  | Source 
  
Romanian CEOs’ optimism about Romania’s economic growth has faded since the outbreak of the 
war in Ukraine, according to the revised April edition of the CEO Survey 2022 conducted by PwC 
Romania. The percentage of them expecting national GDP growth to accelerate has dropped to 
34%, from 59% in the January edition of the report, while the share of respondents expecting a 
slowdown in economic growth has more than doubled from 26% to 54%. 
  
The war in Ukraine is taking its toll on the confidence of our country’s CEOs and on the ability of their 
companies to grow their revenues over the next 12 months. Thus, only 20% of respondents say that 

https://www.wnp.pl/energetyka/sondaz-dla-rp-pl-73-proc-badanych-za-sankcjami-na-surowce-energetyczne-z-rosji,580208.html
https://www.romania-insider.com/confidex-poll-romanian-managers-may-2022
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjZ1fu-4-j3AhUGzaQKHdx-DfYQFnoECCsQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pwc.ro%2Fen%2Fpress-room%2Fpress-releases-2022%2Fceo-survey-2022--share-of-romanian-ceos-expecting-a-slowdown-in-0.html&usg=AOvVaw1GW7yQ5RdJEXmk-Ny_mmei
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they are extremely or very confident that turnover will increase (down from 54%), while another 
49% are somewhat confident about the prospects of a better year. 
  
As expected, the war in Ukraine has repositioned concerns on the list and influenced CEOs’ 
perceptions. Macroeconomic volatility remains the most acute threat in the opinion of Romanian 
business leaders. Of Romanian CEOs, 54% say that they are extremely or very concerned about this 
risk (up slightly from 51%). Concerns over geopolitical conflicts come second: the share of 
respondents who say that they are extremely or very concerned about this threat has doubled to 
43%. Cybersecurity, as mentioned by 31% of company executives (down from 43% in January), 
remains in third place. However, the pandemic threat is decreasing in intensity, with only 17% of our 
country’s CEOs saying that they are extremely or very concerned (down from 49% in January), while 
another 40% express some concern about this threat. 
  
For a decade, the PwC CEO Survey has been exploring the perceptions of Romanian CEOs on 
economic growth and their organisations’ development prospects, challenges and opportunities. 
Almost 150 executives responded to the survey in 2022.  
 
 

 
 
Survey: 56 percent of Ukrainians Want to Stay in Slovakia  Even When War Ends 
TASR - Tlacova Agentura Slovenskej Republiky | 17 May 2022 | Source 
 
According to a recent survey carried out by istp.sk, an online guide to the labour market, 56 percent 
of the Ukrainians who have fled the war in their country to Slovakia want to stay there after the war 
ends. Both Ukrainian applicants and Slovak employers consider a lack of knowledge of Slovak or a 
required foreign language to be the biggest obstacle when looking for a job in Slovakia. The survey 
showed that 20 percent of the Ukrainians registered on istp.sk have already been contacted by an 
employer with a job offer, 78 percent are actively looking for a job but are still waiting for the first 
contact, and 2 percent of the respondents are not yet interested in working. 
  
When asked if they have already started working in Slovakia, 67 percent answered no, 21 percent 
claimed that they have and 12 percent plan to start in the future. Half of the Ukrainian applicants 
who have managed to find a job in Slovakia will work in Bratislava. Employers' responses showed 
that 30 percent have already filled some vacancies with Ukrainian applicants. Employers mainly offer 
Ukrainians jobs such as production operator, kitchen assistant, cleaner or waiter. 
  
In addition to the language barrier, Ukrainians consider the lack of suitable job offers on job 
websites, the lack of information on where to search for offers, the failure to meet the requirements 
of employers, problems with accommodation and the lack of opportunities to place children in 
school facilities to be other obstacles to finding work in Slovakia. One in five respondents stated that 
they haven't encountered any obstacles when looking for a job in Slovakia. Employers consider the 
language barrier, as well as the administrative difficulty of hiring, to be the biggest problems in 
filling vacancies with Ukrainians. 
  
According to the survey, 36 percent of Ukrainian respondents have not had a positive experience 
when looking for a job in Slovakia. Conversely, 33 percent have had at least some sort of positive 
experience. Around 43 percent of the refugees would take any job in Slovakia, while 4 percent are 
interested only in doing business. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiQ4_b47uv3AhXJ-aQKHQ6mAw4QFnoECAUQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tasr.sk%2Ftasr-clanok%2FTASR%3A2022051700000123&usg=AOvVaw2-22Ctu52hNAJgSO-HuDW1
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Despite the war in Ukraine, 77% of Spanish entrepreneurs expect an increase in their 
turnover 
KPMG |15 May 2022 | source  
 
The survey showed that 77% of entrepreneurs or managers expect to increase their turnover 
throughout this year, and about half, specifically 48% expect their growth to be higher than 5%. 
 
In this context of uncertainty, it should be noted that 46% of the managers consulted in the survey 
that was carried out once the Russian attack was known, expressed themselves in favor of increasing 
their workforce, compared to 11% who respond negatively. The most active sectors in generating 
new jobs will be those of technological, health and private equity components. 
 
36% of respondents consider that the tax increase at the moment is one of the threats to the Spanish 
economy for the next 12 months. 
 
What has radically cooled the war conflict has been the 12-month economic outlook, since the 
percentage of respondents who predicted that the Spanish economy would go better or much 
better before the war, in the survey conducted between December 2021 and January 2022, is 
reduced by half, going from 43% to 21%. Those who anticipate that it will evolve to worse or much 
worse grows 26 points, going from 19% to 45%. 
 
 

 
 
57% of Swedish respondents want to join NATO, application signed 
Esmerk Swedish News | 17 May 2022 | Source 
 
Support for a Swedish NATO application has risen to 57% of Swedes, from 48% at the end of April, 
according to a new survey by Dagens Nyheter/Ipsos that was carried out after the Social Democrats 
decided in favour of a membership in the alliance. The survey also shows that Finland's actions have 
been of great importance to Swedish voters. Sweden's Minister for Foreign Affairs Ann Linde signed 
Swedens application for membership of NATO on Tuesday 17 May. On the same day, the Finnish 
Parliament decided that Finland also should join. Both countries are therefore ready to submit their 
applications, which will take place on 18 May. 

https://cincodias.elpais.com/cincodias/2022/05/13/economia/1652459498_388806.html
https://www.dn.se/sverige/dn-ipsos-majoritet-for-nato-efter-finlands-och-s-besked/

