
 

 
 

LUX - the European Audience Film Award 
Programme 2020 

 
A.        The new audience award  

LUX - The European Audience Film Award by the European Parliament and the European Film 
Academy shows the European Parliament’s commitment to culture and promotes cultural 
diversity in close relationship with other European policies.  

 

This new award, approved by the Bureau of the European Parliament in 2019, is built on the 
LUX Prize, the film prize of the European Parliament established in 2007 as a symbol of the 
European Parliament’s commitment to the European film industry and its creative 
endeavours, and is inspired by EFA’s People’s Choice Award.  

LUX Prize has been building bridges across Europe, by shedding light on films that go to the 
heart of the European public debate. The selected films raise awareness about some of 
today’s main social and political issues, and they reflect the beauty and diversity of 
European cinema. 

The new award aims at strengthening ties between politics and citizens, not merely by 
inviting European audiences to become an active protagonist when voting on its favourite 
film. The aim is also to get audiences engaged in debates about Europe, in ‘living Europe’ 
emotionally by watching inspiring European films.  

Films nominated for the new award will be publicly unveiled at the European Film Awards 
ceremony on 12 December 2020 in Berlin. 

The audience and the Members of the European Parliament are invited to cast their votes 
online.  

The film receiving the majority of votes from the public and the MEPs, each weighing 50 per 
cent, will be the winner of the LUX Audience Award. 

The winner will be announced at the award ceremony in the European Parliament, taking 
place on Wednesday, 28 April 2021, in the Strasbourg plenary. 
 

 



 

 

 

B.          The underlying principles 

B.1    The European Parliament, projecting cultural diversity 

Culture and cinemas concretely offer a meeting space  where a dialogue among stakeholders, 
professionals, institutions, civil society and citizens should naturally blossom. Parliament  
plays an active role in such dialogue. LUX - The European Audience Film Award, which is the 
tangible manifestation of an original initiative taken by Parliament, is one way of fulfilling this 
aim. 

While facing the current economic and social crisis, worsened by the COVID 19 pandemic,  
where arts, culture and cinema are very much threatened, LUX - The European Audience Film 
Award by the European Parliament and the European Film Academy aims to support 
European creativity and its diversity. Backing and supporting European cinema is a remedy to 
overcome the growing boundaries - both physical and psychological - that divide Europe.  

Cinema is one of the richest and strongest of all cultural expressions and has the potential to 
oppose the walls of fear and insecurity that are surrounding our lives. Cinema is a mirror in 
which we can recognize how much we have in common, or how curious and interesting our 
diversities are. 

The 2019 European elections communication campaign have been a good example of 
cooperating with numerous partners to strengthen a common message in defending 
European Cultural diversity . More specifically, the 2019 European elections showed the LUX 
Film Prize’s impact in being the link among networks and reaching large audiences across 
Europe, both across film industry sector (Call-to-vote Manifesto promoted by five pan-
European organisations and signed by more than 500 film directors) and in the European 
public sphere by screening the “Choose your future” spot across Europa Cinemas network  
and with Arte “film of the month”. 

LUX - The European Audience Award is part of the communication strategy of the European 
Parliament. 

 

B.2    Young Europeans 

Focus on young Europeans has been one of the strategic guidelines of LUX Prize and is even 
more relevant for the new audience award.  -  

Since 2010 the ‘27/28 Times Cinema’ project has been established and promoted by the Lux 
Film Prize and partners such as Giornate degli Autori (Venice Festival) and Europa Cinemas. 
This initiative builds on an intensive 10-day training course in Venice for 27 young European 
cinephiles. During their stay, they meet with MEPs, film directors, Selection panel members, 



 

and they represent the youngest jury of Venice Festival. Once back in their own country, they 
become “LUX Ambassadors”, promoting the LUX films and activities in their network and 
environment. A network of more than 300 supporters, enthusiastic ‘LUX ambassadors’ and 
multipliers is growing each year. 

LUX initiative also enters educational establishments. Education packs on the competing films 
are available to support debates and study not only about the films but also about Europe.  

C.      Objectives 

· Enlighten the public debate on the European Union and its policies  

· Support the circulation of European (co)productions within the Union. 

The European cultural landscape is fragmented. Only a few artists and works are able to go 
beyond the borders and find a public away from their home country. Cinema is not an 
exception. Indeed, the original language in which a film is shot is a barrier to the diffusion of 
it in a multilingual market. 

LUX - The European Audience Film Award continuously builds a catalogue of high quality 
European films available in all the 24 EU linguistic versions, including educational materials. 

 

D.     Selection Process 

D.1      Eligibility criteria of the films 

To be eligible for the LUX Award films must meet the following criteria: 

General:      

1. To have been awarded or received higher attention at a major festival 
2. To have been sold to or/and have been theatrically released in at least five EU 

countries (sold in at least three EU countries in the case of films from Venice) 
3. To have had its first official public screening at a festival (inclusive on-line) or in cinema 

between 1 June 2019 and 12 September 2020.      

Topics: 

1. Films shall illustrate the diversity of topics at the core of European debate and shall be 
accessible by a wide, diverse and large European audience.  

2. They must cover a variety of themes, promoting and encouraging public debate on 
European daily life and on Europe’s future. Diversity of tone, topics and variety of 
genre are encouraged. 

Production's geographical origin: Films need to be produced or co-produced in countries 
eligible for the CREATIVE EUROPE-MEDIA programme. 



 

Main production country: In order to keep the richest geographical variety that a shortlist of 
three films allows, shortlisting two films from the same country of origin will not be accepted. 

Genre: Fiction, animation or documentaries.      

Running time: A minimum of 60 minutes running time. Films exceeding 120 minutes should 
be avoided as much as possible.  

 

D.2     Selection panel - how films are selected    

The LUX Selection panel - a 20-person panel drawn from the European film industry selects 
the films for the LUX NOMINATIONS. The panel includes producers, distributors, cinema 
operators, festival directors and film critics, as well as a representative from Eurimages. A 
representative of the European Commission -Creative Europe programme seats as observer. 
Honorary President is the Chairman of the EFA, Mike Downey. 

The European Parliament's Committee on Culture and Education endorses the panel 
members. A representative of the winning film from the previous year becomes an ex officio 
member of the panel. 

The objective of the Selection Panel is to identify five European films that will run for the LUX 
Prize - the European Audience Film Award. The role of the members of the Selection Panel is 
to watch, discuss and vote on the shortlisted films submitted for the European Film Awards. 

Given the pandemic and restrictive measures, this year the Members of the Selection Panel  
exceptionally took into account films including this year Venice (i.e. 1st June 2019 - 12 Sept 
2020) and exceptionally nominated only three films during the LUX Selection Panel meeting 
at the European Parliament in Brussels  in September.  

The three films (five films as of next edition) will be unveiled at the EFA Awards Ceremony on 
12 December. They will be also screened across Europe being subtitled in the 24 languages of 
the European Union.  . 

 

E.      Voting  

Audience having seen the films can cast their votes for any of the 3 nominated films from 13 
December 2020 till 11 April 2021. The voting will be possible only online on the luxaward.eu 
voting page. 

The on-line voting for the public will be available in 24 languages. Public will be able to rank 
each film by selecting out of five stars.  Public will be able to change their ratings as many 
times as they wish until the end of the voting period. 

 

https://luxprize.eu/the-selection-panel


 

Merging the voting results from the public and MEPs, weighing 50% each,will give the final 
ranking. The winning film will be announced at the Award Ceremony that will take place in 
the plenary chamber of the European Parliament in April, in the presence of the film directors 
and partners.  

The film directors of the three Competing films are all invited to the Award Ceremony and to 
the Plenary Chamber. 

The President of the European Parliament announces the winner. A representative of the 
winner film is invited to address the Plenary Chamber with a brief speech. 

 

F.      Watching the nominated films 

Public will be able to check on the LUX website for screenings of the nominated films across 
Europe when offered in the cinema, festival or online. In addition, the European Parliament 
together with the partners will organize as of February series of screenings in each Member 
State - so called LUX Film Days. 

Later, in March, a truly pan-European event - LUX Audience Week will involve several cinemas 
across Europe in a simultaneous screening of the nominated films followed by streamed 
debates with film directors and crews.   

 

G.     What does LUX Audience Award offer? 

The initiative supports visibility to selected European films and helps the films to cross 
borders.  

The 3 nominated films are subtitled into the Official EU languages and DCP produced for each 
EU Member State. Similarly, educational kits in the respective languages are produced and 
distributed during the screenings across Europe. 

The LUX Audience Award also consists of adapting the original language version(s) for the 
visually or hearing impaired in one or more than the original version and improve its 
promotion over the Member States. 

The LUX Audience Award will be a powerful brand in backing European film productions. LUX 
Prize has helped films to find their place on the market and reach wide audiences: the new 
LUX Audience Award will go even further. 

H.     Timetable  

September 2020 

LUX Selection Panel meeting to discuss and select the 3 films to run for the 2020 LUX Audience 
Award. 



 

 

December 2020 

12/12 Announcement of the 3 selected films at the European Film Academy Awards 
Ceremony. 

 

December 2020 - April 2021 

13/12/20 - 11/4/21: Promotion of the nominated films during the watch&vote period and 
screenings across Europe, via the LUX Film Days (February-April) and the LUX Audience week 
(March). 

 

April 2021 

11/4/21  Voting closes 

28/4/21  LUX Audience Award ceremony  - announcement of the winner at the European 
Parliament 

 

 




