
Svetlana Yordanova
Ideas to facilitate trade on both sides 

of the Atlantic have existed before. A 
free trade area was initiated back in the 
1990ies but fi zzled out without any tangi-
ble results. The idea was relaunched after 
the collapse of the Doha World Trade Or-
ganization (WTO) talks. It was rekindled 
by German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
and resulted in an operational Transat-
lantic Economic Council. February 13, 
2013 marked a completely new phase 

in the EU–US trade convergence nego-
tiation process. On that date, European 
Commission President Jose Barroso an-
nounced the launch of real negotiations 
on a trade pact, a day after US President 
Barack Obama did so. Today, two years 
later, the Transatlantic Trade and Invest-
ment Partnership (TTIP) is a major topic, 
discussed by the USA, the EU and other 
world economic powers.

2 

Svetlana Kirova
Since 1983, the European Union 

focuses on a specifi c theme during the 
year in order to attract public attention 
to a particular issue. In many cases 
initiatives precede important legislative 

changes. Topics, which in recent years 
have been the focus of EU, include 
citizenship in 2013 and 2014, and 
before that – active aging in 2012 and 
volunteering in 2011. For the fi rst time 
in 2015 the EU focuses not on issues of 

interest mainly for its own citizens but 
beyond the borders of the Union, on 
the poorest countries and the European 
efforts in support of their development. 

2 

GENERATION

EUROPE

The current publication has been realized by the European 
Parliament Information O�  ce in Bulgaria. The information 
and views set out herein are those of the authors and do 
not necessarily re� ect the o�  cial opinion of the European 
Parliament or the Information O�  ce.

Saturday, May 9, 2015

FREE DISTRIBUTION

Year Four

In this issue:

#TTIP – the New World Trade Order?

Looking into the future: 
European Year for Development

A new issue of the ”Genera-
tion Europe“ newspaper brings 
new luck, as they say, or rather 
– a new European Parliament, 
a new European Commission, 
new priorities for the EU... These 
are only part of the things that 
happened since our last issue 
in May 2014 and which found 
their rightful place in the new 
one. What hasn‘t changed is 
the interest toward the com-
petition for the publishing of 
the newspaper you are holding 
in your hands: this year more 
than 190 students from various 
universities in Bulgaria and Eu-
rope submitted their essays. It is 
among them that we chose our 
15 authors whose materials you 
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WHAT IS TTIP?
In short, TTIP is the agreement, 
which would create the largest 
free trade area in the world. In 
essence this is a contract that 
will affect two of the largest 
economies in the world, the total 
GDP of which is over 50% of 
the world GDP. The agreement is 
aimed at the elimination of many 
trade barriers and liberalization 
of the transatlantic market. This 
includes reduction or elimination 
of customs duties, non-tariff 
barriers on trade with various 
goods, creating a favourable 
environment for overseas 
investment by companies on both 
sides of the Atlantic. 

PROS AND CONS
TTIP has provoked a colourful 
palette of political and civil 
positions. The biggest hopes 
are that the removal of barriers 
to trade and investment will 
create new market opportunities 
and stimulate economic growth 
in Europe and the US. An 
independent study by the Centre 
for Economic Policy Research, 
London, showed that the annual 
positive effect of this agreement 
will be about EUR 119 billion 
for the EU’s GDP and about EUR 
95 billion for the US economy. 
However, each of the two 
countries is trying to fully protect 
their own interests, which raises 

a series of questions about the 
impact of a possible agreement. 
The most controversial measure 
TTIP foresees is the creation of an 
investor-state dispute settlement 
(ISDS) mechanism in the form 
of a supranational arbitration 
that will allow large international 
corporations to sue individual 
countries. Furthermore, there are 
concerns that the US will impose 
its more liberal food standards 
(the issue of genetically modifi ed 
organisms (GMOs)).

THE TRANSPARENT 
NEGOTIATIONS 
OXYMORON 

In response to public criticism 
advocating for greater 
transparency in the negotiation 
process, the European 
Commission published a set 
of documents setting out EU’s 
proposals for legal texts on 
various topics in the context of 
negotiations on TTIP. This is the 
fi rst trade agreement for which 
the negotiating mandate will be 
published and made available 
for the general public before it 
has been signed. In addition, 
the European Commission has 
also published explanations in 
a plainer language about the 
meaning of these texts, as well 
as detailed reports with facts 
clarifying the European positions.

NO VISA REQUIRED?
EC defi nes TTIP as an opportunity 
to eliminate the barriers limiting 

trade between the US and the 
EU. Whether travel restrictions 
are such a barrier is not yet clear 
according to the Commission. 
It seeks to make negotiations 
for trade agreements consistent 
with the overall effort both at 
European level and at the level 
of the Member States in order to 
achieve visa reciprocity with the 
US as soon as possible.

LOADING...
After a possible successful 
outcome of the negotiations 
between the EU and the United 
States, the proposal prepared is 
to be adopted unanimously at 
the meeting of the EU Council 
in the composition of heads of 
state and government. To proceed 
to the third step – ratifi cation 

by the national parliaments of 
the Member States – TTIP will 
need to get the approval of the 
European Parliament. That is 
why in the recent months the 
EP has been an extremely active 
party in the talks which, as a 
rule, are only going on between 
the EC and the US Government. 
15 parliamentary committees 
have drawn up their positions to 
help come up with a fi nal single 
position on the negotiation process 
and the individual chapters which 
is expected to be formulated by 
the Committee on International 
Trade in May 2015. The EP 
wants to be sure that the voice 
of the EU citizens will be heard 
and that the democratic principles 
will be respected. The parties 
to the agreement are ultimately 

three – the EU, Member States 
and the US, which means that 
the contract will be subject to 
discussion by many legal systems. 
Therefore, at this stage there are a 
lot of uncertainties about its fi nal 
adoption and entry into force.

SOON IN YOUR 
HOME TOO 

”A day will come when we shall 
see those two immense groups, 
the United States of America 
and the United States of Europe, 
facing one another, stretching 
out their hands across the sea, 
exchanging their products, their 
arts, their works of genius”. These 
visionary words were pronounced 
by Victor Hugo in 1849. We are to 
see soon whether Hugo’s dream 
will come true.

Send us your opinion on the topic on 
Twitter @EP_Bulgaria with the hashtag 
#GenerationEurope!

#TTIP – the New World Trade Order?
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The Union is undoubtedly a global example in this area. It is 
the largest donor to developing countries, providing about 60% of 
all aid to them. The motto of the European Year for Development, 
however, does not focus on money but on values: «Our world, our 
dignity, our future». This is an idea of the European Parliament 
and the message – unambiguously – is that we have to stop think-
ing about «them» and «us», about rich and poor, North and South 
and that we have to build a decent common future for all.

THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS
2015 is not a random choice, because on the one hand 

it marks an anniversary and on the other – it is an important 
milestone for the future of global consensus on development. 
At the 2000 UN Conference the heads of state united around 
the idea of greater care by the rich for the poor countries and 
defi ned the Millennium Development Goals. Some think they 
are too ambitious while others – on the contrary – regard them 
as a global development road map with 2015 as the end date. 
Poverty should be reduced by half, primary education should 
be ensured for all, child mortality should be decreased and the 
rich countries should allocate funds for the implementation of 
this plan. The truth is that despite the global efforts to date, the 
majority of these objectives will not be met, and the world will 
have to update them. The new agreement, which will be called 

«Sustainable Development Goals», is expected to be adopted 
in September 2015, again at a UN forum, while now the global 
civil society has the fl oor to make proposals and comments. 

On the other hand, the 

EUROPEAN YEAR FOR DEVELOPMENT
is intended exactly for the EU citizens. It aims to inform 

them, make them empathetic, but also to ask for their opinion on 
what the collaborative global effort should look like in the com-
ing decades. A special website europa.eu/eyd2015/bg has been 
developed for the purpose, available also in Bulgarian language. 
Through it you can fi nd out more about the problems of the devel-
oping world and how exactly the EU helps; you can join online 
discussions and take part in various thematic events throughout 
the Union. The traditional EP Open Doors Day in May will be 
dedicated to the year for development. In Bulgaria, the year was 

offi cially kicked off with a conference in March and individual 
institutions and MEPs encourage young people to spend some 
time thinking about the subject in essay competitions.

BULGARIA AND THE YEAR FOR 
DEVELOPMENT
Overall, the European development policy is little known 

in Bulgaria, and certainly many Bulgarians are wondering why 
we, the poorest country in the EU, should help. It is maybe be-
cause of public attitudes that our obligation to provide 0.33% 
of our gross national income as development aid is not widely 
advertised. On the other hand, development aid is a matter of 
our responsibilities as a Member State, and, last but not least, 
it is a manifestation of one of the key EU values – solidarity. 
As the former European Commissioner for Development Andris 
Piebalgs said: «Bulgaria may be one of the poorest countries (in 
the EU), but on a global level this is not the case». 

The European Year for Development is a good opportunity, if 
not to spend some money, at least to pay attention to the topic and 
think about ourselves not only as part of Europe but also of the 
world community of states. Famine, pandemics and devastating 
natural disasters are but a small fraction of the current development 
issues, but not necessarily the future of development. Let›s join in!

We are expecting your comments on the topic on Twitter @EP_Bul-
garia with the hashtag #GenerationEurope!

Looking into the future: 
European Year 

for Development

TTIP in numbers

With the support 
of the European 
Union, the NGO 
ALIMA (Alliance 
for International 
Medical Action) 
built a treatment 
centre. Sâa Yawo 
Koumassadouno 
is one of the few 
Ebola survivors.

Margaret Amongo, 
43, is a mother of 
four and a person 
living with a 
disability. Thanks 
to the EU support 
her village now 
has access to clean 
drinking water. 

EU support promotes women’s political participation across 
the Paci� c region.
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Ivan Radulov
The aggravating situation in Ukraine is a 

priority in the foreign policy of the European 
Union in terms of the Union’s safety and 
functioning. Unlike the Middle East confl ict 
which is also a matter of urgency, the Ukrainian 
crisis rolls out at the land borders of the EU. 
A new ”frozen confl ict“ on the continent is 
not in the interest of either party and it should 
defi nitely be avoided, all the more that 

PEACE IS THE BASIS FOR 
THE ESTABLISHMENT AND 
FUNCTIONING OF THE EU. 
On other hand, with its actions in Moldova, 

Georgia, and now in Ukraine, Moscow does 
not hide their frustration with the fact that its 
former satellite countries are attracted by the 
European and Euro-Atlantic ideas. This brings 
new challenges to Brussels – a new stage has 
come in the development of the EU. After a 
period of development and establishment, and 
then expansion of the community, now it’s time 
to demonstrate the ability of the EU Member 
States to work together in the interest of their 
common good in the face of external resistance. 

As one of the main European institutions, 
the European Parliament takes an active 
part in solving this new ”Eastern Question“. 
Although the powers it is vested with do not 
allow the EP to conduct the foreign policy 
of the EU directly, the Parliament is the 
control panel that approves or rejects the 
Commission‘s plans, in particular the plans of 
the High Representative for Common Foreign 
and Security Policy of the EU. Its approval 
is required for the conclusion of trade and 
other agreements, as was the Association 

Agreement between Ukraine and the EU. 
This was the act initially rejected by the pro-
Russian government of Yanukovych that was 
the main reason for the outbreak of protests 
in Kiev, where Ukrainians urged for further 
European integration of their country. 

In the preamble of the agreement 

UKRAINE WAS RECOGNIZED 
AS A EUROPEAN COUNTRY 
sharing the history and values of the 

other countries in Europe. The objective of 
the act is close cooperation in more than 30 
key areas, including energy, transport and 
social policy. Facilitated movement between 
Ukraine and the EU is envisaged through a 

non-visa regime for Ukrainian citizens and a 
trade partnership that will lead to a 1.2 billion 
euro annual increase in the national income 
of Ukraine and about 1 billion euro annual 
increase in exports to the EU. 

After the dramatic events in Kiev in 
2013 and 2014 and despite the threats from 
the Kremlin, the agreement was ratifi ed after 
all – simultaneously by both the EP and the 
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine on September 
16, 2014, at a ceremonial meeting with 
videoconferencing between Strasbourg and 
Kiev. EP President Martin Schulz called it a 
”historic moment“. 

It seems that the vast majority of the 
European Parliament members strongly 
supports the Ukrainians in their desire for 

stronger European integration. The head of the 
EP delegation for relations with Ukraine Paweł 
Kowal (ECR, PL) said that 

UKRAINIANS WILL FEEL AT 
HOME IN EUROPE 
and would be realistic to speak of EU 

membership of Ukraine in 10–15 years. On the 
other hand, both the extreme right and extreme 
left-wing Euro sceptic forces criticized the EU 
foreign policy and with suspiciously similar 
arguments. They often argue that there is a 
risk of ”irritating“ the ”Russian bear“: ”Let us 
not continue to irritate Putin, no matter what 
we think of him“, said Nigel Farage (EFDD, 
UK) during the debate in the EP plenary on 
sanctions against Moscow. According to 
Farage, an aggressive response by Russia to 
the EU would be fully justifi ed. His extremely 
leftist colleague Pablo Iglesias (GUE/NGL, 
ES, nominated by the Spanish ”Podemos“ 
party) said during the same debate that the 
ideas of support for freedom and democracy in 
Ukraine were ”fudge“ and everything was ”a 
matter of geopolitics“. 

Despite the importance of the issue of the 
Union’s future and the future of its neighbours 
and although a strong principled position is 
already in place, the EU does not mask these 
Euro sceptic or even Euro-phobic voices, like 
other countries do with their internal opposition. 
In this situation, to freethinkers Ukraine’s 
choice to develop looking towards the West is 
far from surprising. 

What did you like/not like in the article? Tell 
us on Twitter @EP_Bulgaria with the hashtag 
#GenerationEurope!

Challenges for the former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

Diana Dyulgerova
The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continues to pro-

voke stormy debate on its European integration. For the ninth time 
in March 2015, MEPs called on Member States to start negotia-
tions with our south-western neighbour, which was granted the sta-
tus of a candidate for EU membership back in 2005. Today many 

DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL ISSUES 
CONTINUE TO BLOCK THE COUNTRY’S 
PATH TO BRUSSELS. 
Among the major obstacles to the accession of the former 

Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia to the EU and NATO is the 
unresolved dispute with Greece about the name which originat-
ed back at the time when the country separated from the Yugo-
slav federation in 1991. Greece is concerned about the possibil-
ity of our south-western neighbour having territorial claims for 
the northern Greek province with the same name. The question 
is extremely delicate because the preservation of Macedonians’ 
identity, the international recognition of the country and its inte-
gration into the international community depend on its solution. 

Compromise seems more and more diffi cult with time. Ac-
cording to Bulgarian MEP Angel Dzhambazki (ECR) ”the name 
dispute is the mask concealing bigger issues – of the identity of 
this country, its policy, which is retrograde, the contradictions 
and unresolved internal problems hidden behind foreign policy 
activity. In fact, the name dispute will automatically drop out 
if the government in Skopje abandons the so-called ”antiquisa-
tion, Macedonisation“. Another of our representatives in the EP 
– Andrey Kovatchev (EPP) – believes that the way out of this 
dispute can be found if ”our south-western neighbour accepts an 
attachment to their name which is to be used not only in the bi-
lateral relations with Greece, but also at all offi cial occasions“. 

On 11 March 2015, the EP adopted a resolution on the 2014 
Progress Report on the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedo-
nia, which explicitly calls for

TOLERANCE AND RECONCILIATION WITH 
ETHNIC GROUPS, 
including ”citizens of Bulgarian identity“. Bulgarian MEPs 

Angel Dzhambazki (ECR), Andrey Kovatchev (EPP) and Sergei 

Stanishev (S&D), members of the Joint Parliamentary Commit-
tee EU – former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia actively par-
ticipated in the work on the resolution about our south-western 
neighbour. The resolution ”calls for further progress, including 
in high-level contacts between the governments and in bilateral 
relations with Bulgaria with a view to negotiating an agreement 
on good neighbourly relations which would address common 
issues“. The recommendations in the resolution which concern 
Bulgaria include: stopping the language of hatred towards our 
country, guaranteeing the right of all national communities to 
use their native language as an offi cial, as well as to have media 
broadcasting in this language and be entitled to having their so-
cial and political organizations. 

The three Bulgarian MEPs mentioned above are also of the 
opinion that in order to successfully continue the negotiations 
on the EU accession of the former Yugoslav Republic of Mac-
edonia, the country rulers should take the initiative 

TO RESTORE THE POLITICAL DIALOGUE 
and to cooperate with the European institutions in their 

mediation for resolving the internal problems of the country. 

According to Angel Dzhambazki (ECR) ”the political division 
between parties in our south-western neighbour creates a risk 
of strong public polarization which can be prevented with as-
sistance from the EP as a representative institution. Effective 
action, measures and results are needed. It is up to Skopje to 
prove that they are willing to implement the recommendations 
adopted in the March 2015 EP resolution.“. 

The complicated political situation in the former Yugo-
slav Republic of Macedonia has caused the Parliament to 
form a group to reconcile the parties in the country. The aim 
of the European mediation is to help overcome the crisis and 
to establish a relationship between the ruling party and the 
opposition. In this regard, the spokesperson of the EU High 
Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Maja 
Kocijančič said that the European Commission will work 
closely with MEPs on this issue. According to her, the main 
political obligation rests with the parties in our south-west-
ern neighbour that need to show responsibility and to engage 
in constructive dialogue to overcome the current crisis by 
focusing on the strategic priorities of the country and all its 
citizens. 

Among the most important challenges that the former Yu-
goslav Republic of Macedonia should address are ensuring the 
rule of law and fi ght against corruption in order to improve 
its economy and attract foreign investment. As Mr Kovatchev 
(EPP) pointed out in his statement in the country report: 

“THE CITIZENS OF THE FORMER 
YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA 
DO NOT NEED POWER LEADERS, THEY 
NEED STRONG AND TRANSPARENT 
INSTITUTIONS AND DESERVE A 
EUROPEAN FUTURE NOW!“ 
It is yet to be seen whether and how, assisted by the Europe-

an intermediation in overcoming the political crisis, the country 
will embark on the democratic European road.

What do you think on this topic? Tell us on Twitter @EP_Bulgaria 
with the hashtag #GenerationEurope!

The way which the former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
has to go before being 
”welcomed“ to the EU 
is still long.

1 ”Україна – це Європа“ was the key slogan of the 
Euromaidan.

Ukraine – This is Europe1 

European Parliament gives green light to EU–Ukraine 
association agreement during a live-streamed joint 

parliamentary session

Ukrainian singer Ruslana 
before the vote of the AFET 

committee on the association 
agreement
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Petar Georgiev
Despite its long-standing impact 

on the overall development of Europe, 
immigration seems to have only recently 
emerged from the fi eld of media silence, 
becoming the main motive for the intense 
public debate. Against the background 
of tolerance to differences, which the 
European Union actively promotes 
through its internal market, it seems like 
a paradox that it is the free movement 
of people that suffers from the negative 
attitudes in the Member States. 

The rise of anti-immigration parties 
and movements seems undeniable. 
The victory Nigel Farage and his UK 
Independence Party (UKIP) in last 
year‘s European Parliament elections 
was a suffi cient but not the only 
attestation of this rise. The parallel 
growth of the anti-Islamist Pegida in 
Dresden gave a religious nuance of the 
problem, which has long gone beyond 
the pure economic context. 

Currently, the growing confrontation 
between the East and the West in Europe 
produces more palpable political tension 
which the EU will have to address. The 
fact that xenophobia is used as a weapon 
for political infl uence is not surprising, 
but its underestimation could lead to 
more serious consequences. 

There are also cases when this 
trend is opposed. Demonstrations in 
support of the discriminated ”others“ 
are fundamentally important for 
strengthening European values. In 
February 2015 thousands of residents of 
Oslo joined hands in a ”circle of peace“, 
a symbolic act against the terrorist attack 
in the Danish capital in the same month. 
Back in January 2015, former editor 
of the French ”Le Monde“ Nathalie 
Nugered rightly spoke of ”democratic 
renaissance against racism“ in a 
commentary for the British ”Guardian“. 
At this stage, however, this renaissance 
does not seem suffi ciently vigorous 
to protect hundreds of thousands of 
immigrants and refugees seeking better 
life, fulfi lment or simply salvation in the 
EU. 

Bulgaria appears to be at the two 
poles of this process simultaneously. 
On the one hand – as an external 
border of the EU – it is the fi rst stop 
for many Syrian refugees and, on the 
other – a source of signifi cant number 
of immigrants to the different Member 
States. 

The unforeseen migrants crisis in 
the country reached its peak at the end 
of 2014. In its offi cial statistics the State 
Agency for Refugees informed that 

another 11 081 people sought protection, 
in addition to last year‘s 7 144 people. 
In comparison to the total number of 
1.5 million refugees within the EU plus 
Switzerland and Norway, these numbers 
seem insignifi cant yet suffi cient to be 
identifi ed as problematic. 

One of the main diffi culties the 
Union is facing is that it cannot 
provide equal conditions for refugees, 
and that each country takes care of 
their subsistence. Thus, Bulgaria was 
forced to provide care for which it 
lacked suffi cient fi nancial capacity. 
The planned new 82-mile fence along 
the border with Turkey, fi nanced 
with European funds, seems like an 
understandable move, but in any case 
it is not a fi nal solution. 

At the same time, economic 
instability in the country continues 
to provoke waves of migrants to 
countries of Western Europe, which 
are often subjected to the same modern 
intolerance towards multiculturalism. 
The anti-immigration campaign of 
Farage and UKIP against Bulgarians 
and Romanians demonstrated clearly 
how vulnerable Europe actually is to 
such xenophobic provocation. 

What was worrying in this case was 
not the political strategy of Farage, but 

the fact that it won his party full 24 
seats in the EP. A result that should be 
regarded not only as a sign of concern 
for the EU, but also as a real insult to the 
Union’s value system as a whole. 

And if for some all this sounds too 
apocalyptic, events of early 2015 should 
be a suffi ciently convincing evidence to 
the contrary. The bombings in Paris and 
Copenhagen, and the prevented one in 
the Belgian town of Verviers, opened 
a deep wound in Europe‘s credibility 
as a safe territory. These attacks were 
not a result of foreign invasion, they 
came from the interior of a society that 
hypocritically betrayed their own claims 
to democratic equality. 

In the name of survival, European 
society should embrace difference 
without suffocating it. The European 
Union per se can hardly ignite unreserved 
philanthropy among its citizens. But the 
feelings that made people join hands in 
the ”circle of peace“ – appeal to those 
feelings! 

Send us your opinion on the topic on Twitter @EP_
Bulgaria with the hashtag #GenerationEurope!

Syrian refugees in front of EU aid Warehouse in Zaatari refugee camp in Mafraq, Jordan

Immigration in the EU – 
an Invisible Threat
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Mariya Petrova
Nobody goes to the 

battlefi eld without a weapon. So 
when the time comes to confront 
other applications for a euro-
traineeship make sure that yours 
stands out. To begin with, get 
informed about the possibilities 
and decide where you would 
fi t best. Within its General 
Secretariat, 

THE EUROPEAN 
PARLIAMENT OFFERS 
SEVERAL OPTIONS 
FOR INTERSHIPS:
with a common focus, with 

journalism focus, traineeships 
for translators and interpreters, 
and a programme for people 

with disabilities. Depending on 
the nature of the internship, the 
basic requirements are related 
to educational attainment, age 
(over 18 years old), whether 
you are a citizen of an EU 
Member State or a candidate 
country, whether you have 
been hired against payment 
from the EU budget, etc. All 
offered internships are paid. 
Applying is possible several 
times a year and is done by 
fi lling out the online form on 
the offi cial website of the EP. 
For more information about the 
programmes and their criteria, 
and for sample forms, visit the 
offi cial website of the European 
Parliament www.europarl.
europa.eu.

FROM THE SOURCE OF 
EXPERIENCE – WHAT 
INTERNS SHARED
Since the personal story is 

essential in any undertaking, I 
looked for successful trainees 
who would like to share their 
experiences. Please meet 
Mihaela Panayotova and 
Veselina Foteva. Mihaela 
is studying international 
communications and media in 
Groningen, the Netherlands. 
She is fl uent in four languages 
and understands two more. She 
is a trainee in the Information 
Offi ce of the European 
Parliament in Bulgaria. 
Vesselina graduated in 
journalism at the University of 
National and World Economy in 

Sofi a and has experience in the 
media. She recently returned 
from her internship in Brussels.

Tell us what made you 
apply for an internship in the 
EP, and what kind of advice 
you would give those who are 
also interested?

Mihaela: In November 2014 
I was part of an organized visit 
to the European institutions in 
Brussels. Touching the heart 
of the EU and the work of EP 
staff kindled my interest to 
gain practical experience in this 
fi eld. Soon after that I decided 
that the most appropriate place 
for making my diploma work 
is exactly the international 
environment in the EP. I ”liked“ 
the page in the social networks, 
learned about the conditions, 
activities and not long after 
I was already completing the 
online traineeship form. I would 
advise anyone who is interested 
to seek more information and to 
apply online boldly.

Veselina: As a journalism 
student at UNWE I won a 
competition and the prize was a 
visit to Brussels. This was the 
fi rst time when I heard about 
opportunities for traineeships 
in the EP. Five years later it had 
become reality. I was extremely 
pleased. The internship is one of 
the most enriching things I have 
ever done. My professional 
experience, education and 
lateral activities made me a 
successful candidate. I would 
advise people to be more 
specifi c in their motivation 
and not give up if things don’t 
happen the fi rst time.

Describe one day of yours! 
What were / are your main 
duties and responsibilities?

Mihaela: Internships in 
different departments are 
organized differently. The role 
of the trainee in the information 
offi ces of the EP is to help the 
team when needed. As an intern 
some of the activities are to 
take care for the preparation of 
various documents, reports, press 
releases, to liaise with institutions 
and media, to translate and help 
in organizing events.

Vesselina: I worked in 
DG ”Communication“ of 
the EP, ”Media Services and 
Monitoring“ Department. I 
generally helped the Bulgarian 
press offi cer with the preparation 
of newsletters and press releases 
before and during plenary 
sessions in Strasbourg and 
Brussels. I worked together with 
four other international trainees. 
We often interacted when we had 
to analyse the media coverage 
in the European countries of 
important topics on the agenda 
of the Parliament.

If we have awakened your 
interest, do not hesitate and 
apply. You will fi nd many open 
procedures for the various EU 
institutions. Good luck!

We are expecting your comments on the 
topic on Twitter @EP_Bulgaria with the 
hashtag #GenerationEurope!Next step – welcoming by the EP President Martin Schulz

First steps in operation ”Eurotraineeship“

Three, Two, One – 
Eurostart
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The New Leading Faces in 
the European Parliament

Yanislav Iliev
In May 2014, the citizens of 

all 28 EU Member States voted 
for their representatives in the 
European Parliament. Although 
at fi rst glance the composition of 
the Parliament has not changed 
substantially and about half of 
the older members have retained 
their seats in the new term, the 
results of the elections show 
some interesting novelties. 

Proof of the diversity of the 
”new Parliament“ is the fact 

that the difference between the 
oldest and the youngest member 
is 66 years. The oldest member 
is Emmanouil Glezos (GUE/
NGL, GR), 92 years old, and the 
youngest is 26-year-old Bulgarian 
Andrey Novakov (EPP). 

Statistics will take us even 
further and will show us more 
interesting differences. Germany, 
for example, is the country with 
the highest percentage (69.79%) 
of re-elected MEPs, unlike 
Greece, whose citizens have 

decided to replace all 21 former 
representatives with new ones. 
We recognize the 

SLOW UPWARD 
TREND IN THE 
SHARE OF WOMEN IN 
PARLIAMENT. 
Between 2009 elections and 

the elections in May 2015 their 
share was 35.05%, and today they 
are 36.88%. The country sending 
the highest share of MEPs from 
the fairer sex is Malta (66.67%), 
and that the lowest – Lithuania 
(9.09%). 

Bulgaria also voted and 
chose their 17 representatives 
on 25 May 2014. At the third 
for the country MEP elections 
Bulgarians sent to the EP 12 men 
and 5 women (70.5% to 29.5%). 
For the establishment of the new 
Bulgarian delegation to the EP, 
GERB won 6 seats, BSP and 
MRF – 4 each, BWC – 2 and RB 
– one.

THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE EP
The election of the President 

of the EP took place on July 1, 
2014. The president is elected by 
secret ballot, and the candidate 
who obtains an absolute majority 
(50% + 1 vote) is declared the 
president of the Parliament. 
In the absence of a majority, a 
second or third round is held 
when necessary. 

The representative of the 
Group of the Progressive 
Alliance of Socialists and 
Democrats Martin Schulz was 
elected President for the next two 
and a half years. The 59-year-old 
German MEP will hold the offi ce 
until January 2017. He received 
the votes of 409 MEPs out of total 
612 valid votes in the fi rst round of 
elections. As President, he directs 
Parliament‘s activities, chairs the 
plenary sessions and declares 
the EU budget fi nally adopted. 
The President also represents the 
Parliament in its relations with 
other EU institutions and beyond 
the Union. 

Martin Schulz was born on 
December 20, 1955 in Hehlrath, 
North Rhine-Westphalia, 
Germany. In his youth he 

worked as a bookseller, and 
his political career began in 
1984 as a municipal councillor. 
Shortly after that he became 
mayor of Würselen. Since 1996 
he is member of the European 
Parliament. Martin Schulz 
was the fi rst person re-elected 
as President of the European 
Parliament. 

EP VICE-PRESIDENTS
There are 14 Vice-Presidents 

of the EP. They act as substitutes 
to the President, fulfi lling his 
functions when necessary. They 
are also members of the Bureau 
– a body responsible for the 
administration, organisation and 
staff matters in the EP. Elections 
for the 14 Vice-Presidents of 
the EP were held also on July 1, 
2014. They were elected in three 
consecutive rounds and include 
representatives of all political 
families and 11 Member States.

QUAESTORS OF THE 
EP
Quaestors are responsible 

for issues related to social and 
fi nancial rights of MEPs. They 
bear the responsibility to ensure 
normal working environment. 
Quaestors can propose ideas to 
the President and his deputies on 
all matters related to the overall 
activity of the EP. They are fi ve 
in number and are also elected 
for a term of 2 and a half years, 
including again representatives 
of all the political families in 
Parliament. Bulgarian MEP 
Andrey Kovatchev (EPP) was 
also elected Quaestor.

What do you think on this topic? Tell 
us on Twitter @EP_Bulgaria with the 
hashtag #GenerationEurope!

Brian Hayes (IR, EPP) receives his access badge in his � rst day at the European Parliament

Teresa Rodríguez-Rubio (Spain, GUE/NGL) takes a curious look inside the so-
called ”pigeon boxes“ in the Altiero Spineli Building in Brussels
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European Investment Policy: 
Who is the Man with the Plan?

Eduard Hovsepyan
On October 22, 2014, 

after a debate on the work 
programme for the next 
fi ve years, the European 
Parliament approved the 
new European Commis-
sion lead by Jean-Claude 
Juncker. The Commission 
began its fi ve-year term 
on 1 November 2014 in a 
delicate situation and with 
the task to deal with some 
important problems aris-
ing before the European 
Union. 

According to the EC, 
due to the economic and 
fi nancial crisis, investment 
in the EU has dropped by 
about 15% compared to 
peak rates in 2007 when it 

amounted to 3,069 billion 
euro. General insecurity, 
high levels of public and 
private debt in some areas 
of the economy and their 
impact on credit risk have 
limited investment oppor-
tunities. And they, in turn, 
are necessary for the eco-
nomic recovery from the 
crisis, for creating jobs, 
as well as for support-
ing long-term economic 
growth and competitive-
ness. In response, the new 
Commission President 
Jean-Claude Juncker pre-
sented a plan to deal with 
the economic diffi culties, 
which led to a debate on all 
levels in the European in-
stitutions and the Member 

States. Accepted by some, 
rejected by others, it can-
not be denied that it sounds 
intriguing enough and has 
all the prerequisites to have 
a lasting impact on the de-
velopment of integration 
relations.

WHAT IS 
ACTUALLY THE 
”JUNCKER PLAN“?
According to the EC, 

”The plan for investments 
for Europe“ is a package of 
measures to unlock public 
and private investment in 
the real economy at a rate 
of at least 315 billion euro 
over the next three years 
(2015–2017). It contains 
three areas: mobilizing in-
vestment fi nancing with-
out accumulating public 
debt; support for projects 
and investments in key ar-
eas such as infrastructure, 
education, research and in-

novation; and removal of 
sector-specifi c and other 
fi nancial barriers to invest-
ment.

HOW WILL 
THE PLAN BE 
IMPLEMENTED?
How could only 21 

billion euro in European 
funds (the amount guar-
anteed by the EU and the 
European Investment Bank 
(EIB) to implement the 
rural development plan) 
fi nance the investments 
of over 300 billion euro 
planned by Jean-Claude 
Juncker? The key element 
here is called the European 
Fund for Strategic Invest-
ment (EFSI). The fund 
will fi nance projects with 
a more pronounced risk 
profi le, thereby maximiz-
ing the impact of public 
spending and unlocking 
private investment. It will 

be set up within the EIB 
with which the Commis-
sion will work as a strate-
gic partner. The plan essen-
tially provides for the EIB 
to support projects through 
the EFSI, with the private 
sector having the main 
share in the implementa-
tion. These projects should 
bring ”added value“ to the 
European economy. Brus-
sels projects that this add-
ed value will jump up to 15 
times in comparison to the 
volume of the EFSI (See 
infographic). 

Member States may 
also participate in the 
EFSI. Participation in the 
Fund is also open to third 
parties, such as national 
encouragement banks or 
public agencies owned 
or controlled by Member 
States, they, as well as pri-
vate companies outside the 
EU. To promote the invest-
ment plan in December 
2014 the Vice-President of 
the European Commission 
Jyrki Katainen responsible 
for jobs, growth, invest-
ment and competitiveness, 
began a series of presenta-
tions in each Member State 
to clarify exactly how the 
plan will work. On April 
16, 2015 he was in Bul-
garia. The aim is to provide 
potential investors (public 
and private) and to all who 
wish to take advantage of 
fi nancing in the future, 

practical information on 
the work of the new Euro-
pean Fund and the partici-
pation in it.

THE VIEW OF THE 
EP
The EP position about 

the ”Juncker“ plan main-
tains the view that EFSI 
should be concentrating 
on the areas which have 
not been allocated suffi -
cient funds in a way that 
complements rather than 
repeating other EU budg-
et instruments. European 
MPs believe that the key is 
helping small and medium 
businesses, thereby ensur-
ing a favourable invest-
ment environment.

WHEN WILL 
IMPLEMENTATION 
BEGIN?
The proposal for a reg-

ulation on EFSI was sub-
mitted on January 13, 2015 
and is expected to be voted 
in June this year. Bulgaria 
has already expressed its 
support for the plan. The 
question is, will it be able 
to increase the competi-
tiveness of the EU as a 
whole, or we will continue 
to talk about ”two-speed 
Europe“? We will see. 

Send us your opinion on 
the topic on Twitter @
EP_Bulgaria with the hashtag 
#GenerationEurope!

EC President Jean-Claude Juncker 
at an European Parliament plenary sitting

Velina Mindizova

Healthy fi nancial mind in a healthy 
European body – this is how one 
can describe the budgetary pol-

icy of the European Union for the cur-
rent year 2015. Projected revenues and 
expenditures require sportsmanship-like 
strict fi scal control and outline a motivat-
ed desire for training in the ”high jump“ 
discipline. 

The European Parliament gave its 
formal approval for the 2015 budget on 
December 17, 2014. Total payment ap-
propriations for 2015 will amount to 
141.2 billion euro and appropriations for 
commitments – to 145.3 billion euro, of 
which 4.25 billion euro are provided for 
the settlement of unpaid bills left over 
from 2014. 

HIGHLIGHTS IN THE 
STRUCTURE OF THE 
EUROPEAN BUDGET
The main focus in payment appro-

priations is the cost of activities in the 
fi eld of research, innovation and educa-
tion, which has increased by more than 
38%. An increase of 4.4 billion. euro 
compared with the budget for 2014 is 
reported. 

Support for the farmers facing dif-
fi culties because of Russia‘s ban on im-
ports of food has been agreed. It will be 
fi nanced by higher than expected fi nan-
cial surpluses and adjustments to the Eu-

ropean Agricultural Guarantee Fund and 
not from the agricultural crisis reserve. 

To deal with damages caused by nat-
ural disasters, the Council of Ministers 
and the Parliament agreed to mobilize a 
total amount of 126.7 million euro from 
the ”Solidarity Fund“ of the EU. The 
support is intended for Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Greece, Italy, Serbia, Slovenia, with 10.5 
million euro allocated to Bulgaria. 

WHAT IS MORE, 
the Parliament increased ap-

propriations for commitments up to 
146,348,900,000 euro. Budget nego-
tiators gained additional funds to pay 
the debts to contractors in European 
projects. The compromise reached on 
Budget 2015 protects payments to ben-
efi ciaries in the areas most affected by 
the delays. 

”It is clear that the amounts we are to 
adopt will, at best, only stabilize the lev-
el of the European debt. What gives me 
hope is the plan to reduce the amount of 
non-paid accounts,“ said Budgets Com-
mittee Chairman Jean Artyui (ALDE, 
France) during the fi nal debate on De-
cember 16, 2014.

EUROPEAN YEAR FOR 
DEVELOPMENT
2015 is a special year. This is the 

fi rst European Year to date, which is 
dedicated to external actions of the EU 

and Europe‘s role in the world. Europe 
provides over 56 billion euro per year 
in the fi ght poverty. 2014–2020 devel-
opment allocations in the EU budget 
amount to 51.42 billion euro. This 
money is directed to approximately 150 
countries, with recent EU efforts con-
centrating on the poorest places on the 

planet, for example in African countries 
south of the Sahara desert.

THE BULGARIAN PORTFOLIO
According to Bulgarian MEP Emil 

Radev (EPP), the adopted EU budget 
for 2015 and the amending budgets 
for 2014 will support faster recovery 

of the regions affected by floods this 
year. ”Allocations from the Solidarity 
Fund, though not sufficient to cover all 
damage from floods, are long expected 
aid and should now be used as intend-
ed, ”he said in a written position. ”I 
am delighted that agreement has been 
reached which will finally allow the 
Member States, including Bulgaria, 
to take advantage of new funds under 
the Multiannual Financial Framework, 
which in turn will lead to revival of the 
economy,“ he added. The European 
Parliament granted 126.7 million euro 
in additional aid to victims of natural 
disasters in Europe. Bulgaria will re-
ceive 10,542,110 euro for floods in the 
country, the funds being made avail-
able in the first quarter of 2015. 

In conclusion we can say that the 
philosophy of the European budget is 
centred around stimulating economic 
growth and job creation. Focal points 
such as the implementation of policies 
addressing environmental protection 
and promoting sustainable develop-
ment also fi nd their fi nancial implica-
tions. In support of these priorities, the 
European Commissioner for Budget 
Kristalina Georgieva said: ”The budget 
deal strikes the right balance between 
budget discipline on the one hand and 
promoting growth oriented expendi-
ture on the other hand“. 

The EU budget for 2015. Financial Diet for Economic Growth

The European Commission which took o�  ce in November 2014. In the front – Bulgarian 
Commissioner for Budget and Human Resources Ms Kristalina Georgieva
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Which are the main challenges the European 
Commission is facing today?

Our most important task is to overcome the 
consequences of the economic crisis. It left many people 
unemployed and thousands of households without income. 
We must stimulate economic growth in order to create jobs, 
but this is not enough. In a world where competitiveness 
is the key to prosperity, Europe must clearly realise that 
it is losing the global race. The new Commission headed 
by Jean-Claude Juncker has taken action to address this 
challenge. Late last year we launched the Investment Plan 
for Europe (”Juncker Plan“) worth 315 billion euro, which 
my colleague Jyrki Katainen presented in Sofi a in April. 

Bulgarian authorities and entrepreneurs need to be 
active and to attract funds from the ”Juncker Plan“ on their 
home territory. It will be an investment in a better life for 
Bulgarian citizens. 

Other challenges the EU is facing include the 
development of the Energy Union and the Single Digital 
Market. They are expected to further stimulate growth and 
jobs. 

A strong economy needs people. Europe is aging, 
fewer children are born. We need to regain our people‘s 
confi dence in the future. The EU has always been an 
engine of economic growth, it has helped address social 
and economic inequalities. We should continue in the 
same direction. Solving the demographic problem requires 
better family policy and a new perspective on the European 
migration policy.

SMEs are ”the backbone“ of the European economy. 
What are the main points in the EU policies in terms of 
their development and support?

The budget for 2014–2020 was the fi rst featuring 
a special programme for small and medium-sized 
enterprises. The funds allocated to it – 2.3 billion euro – 
will facilitate the access of SMEs to fi nancing through loan 
guarantees and venture capital to help them expand their 
activity outside the EU. In addition, they can use funding 
under various other areas – for example, if they want to 
implement innovative projects, they may seek support 
under the ”Horizon 2020“ programme. If they want to 
employ young people early in their career, the ”Youth 
Employment Initiative“ is for them. 

It is expected that ”The Juncker Plan“ will attract a total 
of 75 billion euro in investments in small and medium-
sized enterprises by 2017. Some of these investments have 
to be implemented in our country. 

What are the prerequisites for the successful and 
optimal absorption of the European funds for Bulgaria? 

Bulgaria needs to absorb as much of the European 
money as possible, to direct them to the best projects and 
to minimise misuse. To achieve that, we need effective and 
transparent management. 

Our country has achieved a lot and no longer ranks 
last in the absorption of EU funds. It was not easy in 
the beginning, but now we see progress. However, this 

is not the end of all tasks: we have much more work to 
do to utilise the 32 billion leva from the EU by 2020. 
Furthermore, we have to absorb nearly 9 billion leva from 
the previous period 2007–2013. 

In order to achieve tangible economic progress, it is 
important that our administration encourages people and 
businesses to benefi t from this money. Transparency is 
what is needed. Enterprising Bulgarians who want to 
receive fi nancing from the EU need to be consistent in their 
queries for information and need to work seriously to see 
how their ideas come to life. 

We work with each Member State in order to make sure 
that money from the EU budget can lead to visible changes 
in people‘s lives. I expect the Bulgarian authorities to be 
critical and to direct resources where they will produce the 
best possible result. 

What are the main diffi culties in setting the EU 
budget and are there serious disagreements arising 
between Member States? 

The main challenge is the transition to a situation 
where money is less, and the needs are growing. We have 
to adapt to achieving more with less money now. I do not 
view this as a problem but rather as an opportunity to be 
more effective, to prevent unnecessary spending and avoid 
leaks in the system and to focus on the projects with the 
highest quality. This is a major priority in my work. 

At times when national budgets are limited, it is diffi cult 
to persuade Member States to allocate more resources to 
the EU. In May we will present the budget proposal for 
2016. We aim at more visible and better results from the 
EU money, and this is in the interest of all Member States. 

What did you gain from the many years of work 
at the World Bank and what did you learn from your 
work as Commissioner for International Cooperation, 
Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response?

My job at the World Bank was associated with great 
fi nancial responsibility and management of people – this 
is what I am also doing now. In my previous mandate 
as Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis 
Response I had to make quick decisions in a very complex 
environment. This turned out to be to my benefi t today: 
work in the European institutions sometimes depends on 
precisely this sense and determination in key moments. 

Wherever I‘ve been before, I have always followed 
what happens in my motherland. And now, working in 
Europe, I seek to encourage our country and its citizens to 
make the best of the EU membership.

This newspaper will be read by many young people 
in Bulgaria. What is your message to them? 

Don‘t stop searching and dreaming, do not stop asking 
and trying! Those who are enterprising, courageous and 
well prepared always achieve their dreams. Use all the 
opportunities offered by Bulgaria and the EU – your 
generation has a chance that no one has had before!

An interview 
with European Commission 

Vice-President 
Kristalina Georgieva

Your generation has a unique chance

of the regions affected by floods this 
year. ”Allocations from the Solidarity 
Fund, though not sufficient to cover all 
damage from floods, are long expected 
aid and should now be used as intend-
ed, ”he said in a written position. ”I 
am delighted that agreement has been 
reached which will finally allow the 
Member States, including Bulgaria, 
to take advantage of new funds under 
the Multiannual Financial Framework, 
which in turn will lead to revival of the 
economy,“ he added. The European 
Parliament granted 126.7 million euro 
in additional aid to victims of natural 
disasters in Europe. Bulgaria will re-
ceive 10,542,110 euro for floods in the 
country, the funds being made avail-
able in the first quarter of 2015. 

In conclusion we can say that the 
philosophy of the European budget is 
centred around stimulating economic 
growth and job creation. Focal points 
such as the implementation of policies 
addressing environmental protection 
and promoting sustainable develop-
ment also fi nd their fi nancial implica-
tions. In support of these priorities, the 
European Commissioner for Budget 
Kristalina Georgieva said: ”The budget 
deal strikes the right balance between 
budget discipline on the one hand and 
promoting growth oriented expendi-
ture on the other hand“. 

What do you think on this topic? Tell us on 
Twitter @EP_Bulgaria with the hashtag 
#GenerationEurope! 

The EU budget for 2015. Financial Diet for Economic Growth
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A tete a tete 
about Internet, unemployment and something else 

Nadya Dyakova
With boldness and beauty, 

yet not like in a movie, but 
with faith, hope and a little 
love. This is how young Eu-
ropeans cope with their life. 
London, Paris, Berlin and 
Sofi a, by plane, by car or by 
train, alone or in pairs, the 
young travel from the present 
to the future and back. What 
are they most concerned about 
on their journey to success and 
development? 

EU ASKS THE 
QUESTIONS, THE 
FUTURE PROVIDES 
THE ANSWERS 
”Your voice matters!“ – 

this sounds like an election 
campaign slogan but it is ac-
tually a fundamental principle 
of European policy. Joking 
aside, for all European institu-
tions it is crucial to ”hear“ the 
views and attitudes of the resi-
dents of all Member States on 
various issues. 

The regular Eurobarom-
eter surveys are the instru-
ment which makes such com-
munication possible. Young 
Europeans are often a focus 
group of the surveys as their 
talents, ambitions, creativ-
ity and willingness to develop 
help and will continue to help 
the Union achieve tangible 
growth and become more 
competitive. On the eve of the 
European elections in 2014 a 
study was conducted among 
young people aged between 
16 and 30 years old in the 28 
Member States. The results of 
the survey outlined fi ve main 
areas of social, political and 
economic life that are of inter-
est to young Europeans and 
where they face the greatest 
diffi culties. 

YOUTH 
UNEMPLOYMENT 
COMES FIRST
Young Europeans are af-

fected by a universal problem 
– the lack of employment. 
Currently, nearly 6 million 
people in Europe aged under 
25 are unemployed. 

Here comes the most im-
portant question: can Europe 
go forward at a good pace 
when its various parts move 
at different speeds? I myself 
asked this question to two 
of the Bulgarian MEPs Eva 
Paunova (EPP) and Andrey 

Novakov (EPP) as young and 
successful Europeans work-
ing diligently, for whom youth 
is not an obstacle but rather a 
catalyst. 

Asked how young people 
can combat unemployment, 
Eva Paunova (EPP) said: ”It 
is important to turn diffi culties 
into opportunities, not to give 
up and to believe in success“. 
In the years from the Univer-
sity till the fi rst job she relied 
most on strategic mapping of 
the development objectives 
and vision, but also on like-
minded people who always 
supported her and provided 
frank feedback. 

THE VIRTUAL 
ENVIRONMENT AS 
AN OPPORTUNITY 
AND A TOOL
The digital revolution 

ranks second in importance for 
respondents. Each generation 
now lives in the digital world, 
from children to grandparents 
and Internet is the space of un-
limited opportunities. 

46% of young respondents 
in the EU believe that social 
networks and the Internet are 
tools for democracy, but 41% 
of them believe that they ac-
tually pose a risk. The trends, 
however, suggest that this 
sector will offer the greatest 
number of jobs in the near 
future. The reasons may be 
more than one, but the main 
one is that all spheres of so-
cial, political and economic 
life are increasingly digit-
ised and offer most of their 

services on the web. In order 
for these services to become 
available in a way where 
everyone can manage and 
receive everything they need 
with one ”click“, the digital 
sector should be expanding in 
terms of technologies and hu-
man resources.

THE EUROPEAN 
UNION FOR THE 
YOUNG PEOPLE AND 
YOUNG PEOPLE FOR 
THE UNION
70% of the young Europe-

ans think that their country‘s 
membership in the EU is high-
ly advantageous in the context 
of globalisation, while only 
23% believe that this is actu-
ally a disadvantage. The high 
approval rate among young 
people is probably due to the 
good youth policy, which the 
European institutions lead. 
Targeted initiatives to combat 
the problems of young Euro-
peans such as youth employ-
ment, the ”Erasmus“ student 
exchange programme, ”Youth 
Guarantee“ and other pro-
grammes, give a clear signal 
that the EU is working for 
them and their future.

Andrei Novakov (EPP) 
said: ”Bulgaria is a full mem-
ber of the EU and young peo-
ple are the ones who most fully 
reap the benefi ts of the Union. 
Student mobility, opportuni-
ties for vocational training and 
starting up own business are 
increasingly a common reality 
and the choice of many young 
people.“.

SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT

We cannot exist without 
the nature. Unfortunately, we 
all suffer the consequences 
of our own actions against 
it. The positive thing is that 

the way of thinking of young 
people on the issue has 
changed noticeably. There 
is a trend towards awareness 
of the importance of sustain-
able development. Over 70% 
of young Europeans think 
that the development of re-
newable energy sources is 
the most effective way to 
ensure the energy independ-
ence of the EU. 

”TO GET TOMORROW, 
YOU NEED TO GIVE 
TODAY“
If we all work together 

for the EU we will reap the 
benefi ts from Union’s work 
without effort, because the 
Union and the Member States 
are not just a combination of 
economies and policies but a 
community of people, demo-
cratic values, solidarity and 
social responsibility. And 
we, the young people, are the 
future! 

What did you like/not like in the 
article? Tell us on Twitter @
EP_Bulgaria with the hashtag 
#GenerationEurope!
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The phenomenon of Euro scepticism - 
how, when and why?

Nikol Nikolova
Elections for the European Parliament 

were held throughout Europe in the month 
of May 2014. Statesmen from different po-
litical families appealed for one thing – a 
change in the European Union, leading to 
economic stabilisation after the euro crisis. 
This appeal was shared by two of the most 
prominent European politicians – French 
President Francois Hollande and British 
Prime Minister David Cameron. But the 
election result was not in their favour as 
they were outstripped by representatives 
of the eurosceptic parties in their countries. 
What exactly are these eurosceptic parties 
and how did they appear on the European 
horizon? 

Before the signing of the Maastricht 
Treaty in 1992, public opinion in Europe as 
a whole was on the side of European inte-
gration. At that time, the attitude towards 
the EU depended mainly on the economic 
situation - there was improvement at times 
of growth and deterioration at times of eco-
nomic downturn. European integration only 
affected people mainly indirectly. 

With the signing of the Maastricht Trea-
ty, the situation changed dramatically. The 
reason for this lies mainly in the political 
commitment requiring states to surrender 
parts of their sovereignty. This was evident 
from a referendum in Denmark, the results 
of which rejected the treaty, as well from the 
so-called. ”Little Yes“ in France, where the 
referendum ended with a minimum positive 
result. 

Between 2001 and 2004 an attempt was 
made to establish a European constitution 
which was intended to unite the existing 
contracts providing the legal basis for the 
functioning of the European Communities. 
From the approval of the fi nal text of the 
Constitutional Treaty of Europe (as it is cor-
rectly called) till mid-2005, 19 referendums 
were held in the then 25 Member States as 
part of the process of the Treaty’s ratifi ca-
tion. In parallel however, doubts about the 
democratic nature of the EU were growing 
because of the possibility of the Union be-
ginning to regulate the fi scal policy of the 
countries. The Constitutional Treaty should 
have made EU‘s nature as democratic as 
possible, should have strengthened Euro-
pean integration, but also intended to inter-
vene more deeply in the sovereignty of the 
Member States. Thus, it did not receive the 
expected support and the negative results of 
the referenda in France and the Netherlands 
put an end to this idea. However, despite the 
collapse, support for the EU did not suffer 
a serious decline. One thing became clear – 
Europe was not ready for such a step.

THE ROLE OF THE BRITS
The term ”euroscepticism“ was fi rst 

used in ”The Times“ in 1985 after more 
than a decade of stormy debate on the Eu-
ropean integration topic. In the years after 
the establishing of the EU, the idea of any 
kind of integration was widely disapproved 
in Britain. However, in 1973, Conservative 
Prime Minister Harold Macmillan made an 
attempt to integrate the United Kingdom 

in the European Union, but received a veto 
from Charles de Gaulle who was worried by 
the close links of the UK with the USA. It 
was these political events thet underpinned 
the principle position of the Labour Party 
against the EU, which was approved with a 
manifesto in 1979. It is based on the rejection 
of all economic agreements affecting the in-
dependent tax policy of the Kingdom. Later 
this opposition received unexpected support 
from the conservative government of Mar-
garet Thatcher. The ”Iron Lady“ supported 
the European economic cooperation and the 
free market in principle, but was opposed to 
all political and cultural forms of integration 
and to the idea of a monetary union.

THE ROLE OF THE EURO 
CRISIS
More bad news for the supporters of the 

European idea appeared on the horizon with 

the economic and fi nancial crisis in Eu-
rope which gave birth not only to the big-
gest wave of euroscepticism so far but also 
to the so called moderate euroscepticism. 
The latter criticises the political nature of 
the EU and is a socio-cultural phenomenon, 
which is characterized by distrust in the old 
political parties because of their inability to 
implement innovative policies to tackle the 
crisis on national level. 

Movements like Five Stars in Italy, 
Syriza in Greece and Indignados in Spain 
are prominent representatives of moderate 
euroscepticism. It is important to note that 
they are not against the EU. They criticise 
the lack of democracy and the severe eco-
nomic measures, but not the idea of a united 
Europe in general, as opposed to the more 
radical and right-wing movements such as 
the National Front in France, for example. 

While supported by a wide circle of vot-

ers, all these anti-European sentiments still 
cannot overcome some of the facts. Over 
time, United Europe gradually shows that it 
reaps more successes than failures. From 11 
Member States in 1999, the monetary union 
has increased to 19 States today which not 
only have introduced the new currency, but 
have also adopted its accompanying eco-
nomic regulations and directives. 

The Euro-crisis lasting nearly a decade 
did not break the spirit of cohesion and in-
tegration. Despite its role in strengthening 
eurosceptic traits and their successful cam-
paigns in several Western European coun-
tries, in Eastern Europe euroscepticism re-
mains an isolated phenomenon.

POLITICAL SPECTRUM
IN THE EP

At the same time euroscepticism un-
doubtedly had its impact on the political 
representation in the EP after the 2014 elec-
tions and became a permanent element of 
MEPs’ everyday life. In the plenary hall 
anti-EU attitudes can be found both in the 
left and in the right section of the political 
spectrum. Today the number of openly eu-
rosceptic MEPs reaches about one tenth of 
all MEPs, but having no direct impact on 
voting results. 

The American Journal of Political Sci-
ence published an interesting research in 
2007, according to which public opinion 
about Euro-integration is not infl uenced so 
much by international consensus, as by the 
consensus of the political elites within the 
individual European countries. This can be 
interpreted as a serious indicator that in or-
der to understand the origin of euroscepti-
cism, we must study carefully the infl uence 
which political elites exert on public opin-
ion in their own countries. 

Send us your opinion on the topic on 
Twitter @EP_Bulgaria with the hashtag 
#GenerationEurope!

Nigel Farage is euroscepticism‘s post popular face today

Many predict overcast and rainy skies for the 
EU. Will this be the case?
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European Social Fund – investment 
in the future of young people

Ina Nikolova
Those who think that finding a job after 

graduating school or the university will a 
quick and easy task, are definitely wrong. 
The fact is that Bulgarian education does 
not prepare young people adequately for the 
labour market. There are, however, other 
objective factors, such as lack of practical 
experience and professional contacts, and 
also the financial crisis which led many 
companies to difficulties and bankruptcies. 

Youth unemployment is a serious 
problem in the European countries. In that 
light, back 1957 the European Community 
created the European Social Fund (ESF) as 
a tool for stimulating employment, raising 
the productivity and quality of work, 
increasing worker mobility within the EU 
and improving the education of young 
people. There are, however, alarming data 
according to which in 2007 the average level 
of youth unemployment was 15.1%, and for 
first quarter of 2015 it has reached 21%, 
for Bulgaria – even 22%. To address the 
problem of youth unemployment Bulgaria 
has undertaken several initiatives under 
Operational programme ”Development of 
Human Resources“, which we will discuss 
here.

FIRST STEPS IN THE CAREER 
DEVELOPMENT
During the 2007–2013 programming 

period of the Operational programme, 
the Employment Agency implemented 
several projects for young people up to 
29 years of age on the basis of ESF co-

financing. One of them is ”Increase of 
youth employment through permanent 
inclusion on the Bulgarian labour market“, 
which is connected with organizing and 
conducting trainings in specific areas. 
The outcomes include 5,581 young people 
trained, including 2,632 studying a foreign 
language, and 2,949 educated in the 
field of information and communication 
technologies. 

The next initiative which provides an 
opportunity to people under 29 years of age 
to do an internship in their specialty with 
an employer is ”New Beginning – from 
education to employment“. The condition 
for participation is a completed secondary 
or higher education, but the good news is 
that 8,930 people completed the internship 
and thus received a chance for a career 
development. Another project called ”First 
Job“ aims to give young people a head 
start of their career by providing training 
on various competences depending on 
their qualifications and with the possibility 
for subsequent employment. The same 
initiative also provides incentives for 
employers when hiring workers. The 
activity along this line is already yielding 
results, some 3,200 hired young people 
have been reported. 

A thought was given to disadvantaged 
young people as well. Nine-month 
internships are organised under the project 
”A Start in the Administration“ specifically 
for them. In the period 2013–2014, the 
initiative covered 471 young people. 

The above internship programs, which 
are implemented with assistance from 

ESF, are proving extremely successful and 
sustainable for the young people who are in 
a deadlock. They provide them with exactly 
what they lack – 

EXPERIENCE, SELF-
CONFIDENCE AND SUPPORT 
FROM THE EMPLOYER IN THE 
START OF THE CAREER.
The ESF plans for combating 

unemployment continue in the period 
2014–2020. The Youth Unemployment 
scheme is launched in Bulgaria under the 
Operational programme ”Development 
of Human Resources“. The Employment 
Agency is the beneficiary, to which 
private companies submit applications for 
recruitment of trainees. In practice, the 
programme is implemented in cooperation 
between the Labour Offices and businesses 
and by announcing internships it opens up 
new prospects for young people up to the 
age of 29 to get experience in their field.

THE BALLANCE
As they say, ”The end crowns the work”. 

ESF does its job fighting unemployment by 
matching the qualification of young people 
to business needs. This paves the way for 
a brighter future giving young people a 
chance to develop and compete along the 
career development path. 

 
What do you think on this topic? Tell us on 
Twitter @EP_Bulgaria with the hashtag 
#GenerationEurope!
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What Europe do young 
people want to live in?

Daniel Penev
In recent years young people are 

regularly criticised for being passive, 
having no ambitions, not showing 
enough interest in politics or having no 
vision for their future. This is the fate 
of millions of Europeans aged between 
15 and 24 and while some of them meet 
that description, many are characterised 
by active citizenship, a sense of personal 
responsibility and courage to take their 
destiny into their own hands. 

The European youth event (EYE), 
which was held between 9 and 11 May 
2014 at the European Parliament in 
Strasbourg, France, is one of the platforms 
which, during the last year, allowed 
young Europeans to exchange ideas on 
addressing problems which they consider 
acute. 

Organized jointly by the EP, the 
European Youth Forum, the City of 
Strasbourg and many other partners, 

EYE BROUGHT 
TOGETHER 5,380 YOUNG 
PEOPLE 
aged between 16 and 30, from all EU 

Member States as well as from outside the 
EU. They had the opportunity to share ideas 
about the direction in which the European 
Union should go. Discussions focused on 
fi ve areas: youth unemployment, digital 
revolution, the future of the European 
Union, stability and European values. 

At the end of EYE, representatives 
of the European Youth Press and the 
European Youth Forum included the 
proposals discussed in a report that was 
given to the newly elected European 
Parliament. In the last months of 2014 and 
the beginning of 2015 the proposals were 
presented to seven standing parliamentary 
committees. We will discuss some of 
them. 

The economic crisis led to record-high 
levels of youth unemployment in the EU. 
According to Eurostat in February 2014 
it was 22.9% for the Union, equivalent to 
approximately 5.4 million people. For that 
reason youth unemployment received the 
greatest focus during EYE. 

ENSURING ACCESS TO 
QUALITY FORMAL AND 
INFORMAL EDUCATION 
FOR ALL 
and fi nancial support for children from 

poorer families; harmonising the education 
systems in the EU and introducing dual 
education in all Member States in order to 
better link education to the labour market 
are some of the proposed measures. Other 
proposed ideas include more fi nancial 
resources for the implementation of 
educational and professional exchange 
programmes, greater recognition of 
diplomas and certifi cates within the EU 
and promoting entrepreneurship among 
young people. 

”There is a huge gap between 
educators and employers, which leads 
to inconsistency between the skills that 
they [young people] have and the skills 
employers need from them“, said a 
participant in the event. He proposed the 
creation of a regularly updated and well-

organised information system where 
young people can get information on 
topics such as ”career prospects, forecasts 
of professions, situation on the labour 
market, employers‘ satisfaction with their 
work with young of people“. 

ADJUSTMENT TO DIGITAL 
REVOLUTION IS ALSO ON 
THE AGENDA 
”The protection of personal data 

is of fundamental importance“, said a 
participant in the EP plenary session 
simulation. ”It is a condition for the 
security of our citizens and their right 
to privacy. Better data protection will 
enhance citizens‘ confi dence in the 
digital market, which will stimulate the 
economy.“ 

Electronic voting has the potential 
to support democracy but its proper 
functioning requires that training in the 
fi eld of new technologies should become 
a major priority for the governments of 

individual Member States. 
During the last few decades, the fi ght 

against climate change came to the fore 
both on national and international level. 
The measures in this direction that are 
being offered by young Europeans include 

REDUCING WASTE AND 
CARBON EMISSIONS 
through more recycling, reducing 

the use of plastic bags and transport and 
more focused education on the topic of 
sustainable development. Other potential 
solutions are a ban on the production of 
nuclear power and promoting investments 
in renewable energy. 

Participants in EYE agreed to a more 
unconventional approach: fi nancial 
incentives and tax breaks for organisations 
and companies that contribute to 
sustainable development instead of 
penalties for organisations and companies 
whose actions are contrary to the idea of 
sustainability. 

EYE is not the only platform that 
aims to involve young people in the 
process of decision-making at European 
level. A European Youth Conference 
which is organised twice a year was held 
in the period 23 – 26 March 2015. This 
time, the Latvian capital Riga hosted the 
event as part of the six-month Latvian 
Presidency of the European Council. 
The recommendations of the conference 
participants include greater involvement 
of young people in policy making, the 
creation of tools to assist their political 
activity and the use of various forms of 
direct democracy at the local level. 

These and other international events 
clearly show that thousands of young 
Europeans readily and willingly share 
their ideas for a better and more prosperous 
Europe. The conclusion: the more such 
opportunities exist, the more politically 
active young people will be, because they 
will know that their voice is heard at the 
highest level. 

Send us your opinion on the topic on Twitter @
EP_Bulgaria with the hashtag #GenerationEurope!

The voice of the youth was heard loud and clear in the EP plenary during the European Youth Event EYE2014 in Strasbourg



GENERATION

EUROPE14

ONLY ONE CLICK AWAY 

Velislava Hristova
The fastest-growing sector of the 

economy, the future of trade or simply 
an innovative method for international 
business – this is e-commerce. 

E-commerce provides unlimited 
variety of goods and services according 
to the specifi c needs of each user. When 
this is complemented by an often lower 
fi nal price, it becomes clear why more 
and more people prefer to shop online. 
E-commerce does not suffer from 
working time limits or diffi cult access – 
all you need is an Internet connection. 
Last but not least, one can buy online 
almost any product or service from 
anywhere in the world. 

These are the main reasons electronic 
commerce is so popular in modern 
society. However, it is subject to specifi c 
rules since the laws apply in the virtual 
world with no less force than in the real 
one. 

Given the increasing importance of e-
commerce in recent years, the European 
Union aims to introduce safeguards for 
consumers. The legal framework of 
consumer protection was expanded both 
in terms of offl ine and online marketing, 
whether consumers are shopping in 
their own or another Member State of 
the Union. We can‘t be mistaken when 
we say that the new points introduced in 
the European legislation have made e-
commerce more secure and Europeans 
received the same consumer rights 
for shopping in both real and virtual 
environments. 

Here are some of the rules by which 
the EU increases consumer confi dence 
and security:
• The trader is obliged to provide in 

a clear and understandable manner 
individualising information – name, 
mailing address, etc.; information 
about the main characteristics of the 
goods and services; the fi nal price of 
goods and services inclusive of all 
taxes;

• When using a site that envisages 
the making of payments, the trader 
is obliged to provide the most 
important part of the pre-contractual 
information next to the button by 
which the consumer places their 
order. The user is considered to be 
bound by the contract only if they 
have confi rmed their awareness of 
the obligation to pay. This explicit 

confi rmation is a condition for the 
validity of the transaction;

• The confi rmation of the conclusion of 
the contract must be on a permanent 
carrier. This carrier should enable the 
consumer to store the information for 
as long as is necessary for protecting 
their interests resulting from their 
legal relationship with the trader;

• The period for withdrawal from a 
concluded agreement is 14 days 
when the consumer has been 
provided with information on their 
right to terminate the contract and 
one (1) year when such information 
has not been provided. The period 
starts to count from the day the 
consumer receives the goods. The 
user does not need to state a reason 
for the withdrawal. Moreover, all 
amounts paid by the consumer are 
recoverable within 14 days of the 
waiver, including delivery costs. 
Consumers can use an EU-wide 
template whereby they can easily 
withdraw from a contract concluded 
in another EU Member State. 
The rights guaranteed to European 

consumers in electronic trading are 
extremely broad. This creates security 
for the European citizens and gives 
them confi dence that their interests 
will be protected. This also helps the 
business by creating clear rules. Unfair 
competition from traders undermining 
the mutual trust in the system of 
electronic commerce is thus limited. 

Now that the regulatory framework 
in the EU is already in place, the future 
of this important economic segment 
is connected with the expansion of 
European cooperation with other 
developing economies in the world 
and enforcing uniform standards for 
consumer protection, which, however, 
should not hinder the development of 
the business. 

This article is not intended to 
increase E-commerce; it only aims to 
raise your awareness about it. 

What do you think on this topic? Tell us on 
Twitter @EP_Bulgaria with the hashtag 
#GenerationEurope!

LET‘S GO SHOPPING

КРЪСТОСЛОВИЦА

  ХОРИЗОНТАЛНО
5. Планини в Словакия
6. Датски писател и поет (1805-1875)
8. Римското име на Пловдив
9. Административната столица на 
Нидерландия
10. Немски поет, ”Ода на радостта“
11. Европейското седалище на ООН

ВЕРТИКАЛНО
1. Героиня на Астрид Линдгрен
2. Италиански политик, основателите 
на ЕС
3. Португалски футболен отбор
4. Традиционен чешки ликьор
5. Град пристанище в Естония
7. Национален парк в Словения
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От буквите в сините карета може да получите името на финикийска 
принцеса, дъщеря на Агенор.

Изпратете ни думата на нашия e-mail: 
EPSofi a@ep.europa.eu!

Първите петдесет, отговорили правилно, 
ще получат награди! 
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Feeling the heart of Europe. 
From Sofia to Strasbourg and back again
Yanislav Iliev

4:30 in the morning. 
Expecting me was a long and 
exciting day. My luggage was 
ready, so without wasting time, 
I quickly got into the taxi. 
Arriving at Sofi a airport, I saw 
a group of young people and 
quickly realised that those were 
the other winners and future 
authors of ”Generation Europe“. 
I was to spend the next few days 
in their company. We would get 
to know the European Parliament 
and also gather impressions and 
ideas for writing a newspaper. 
Initially, we were not very chatty, 
probably because of the early 
hour. Not long after we fl ew in 
the direction of Frankfurt, and 
we used the two-hour stay in 
Germany to get acquainted with 
the programme for the next three 
days. 

Around 13:00 h we arrived 
in Strasbourg, where we fi rst had 
to leave our luggage at the hotel. 
With this came the fi rst surprise – 
a typical French manner, the hotel 
was having a lunch break. Thanks 
to the rapid intervention of the 
improvised guide of our group – 
Boyko from the EP Information 
Offi ce in Sofi a – we managed 
to contact the Reception so that 
our otherwise hospitable French 
hosts could unlock the doors for 
us. Well, now there was nothing 
else preventing us from heading 
towards our fi nal destination. 

Getting off the bus, we landed 
directly in front of the impressive 
”Louise Weiss“ building of the 
European Parliament, which rose 
before us in its full glory. They 
say it‘s built like the Tower of 
Babel, and that it symbolises the 
continuous development of the 
European Union. Suddenly you 
realise how an essay, supposedly 
as a bit of a joke, has sent you 
in front of one of the most 
important institutions in Europe, 
thousands of kilometres away 
from Bulgaria. After a brief 
photo break, we went through 

checks similar to those at airports 
and we were fi nally inside the 
Parliament, 

IN THE VERY HEART 
OF EUROPE. 
We were hungry for new 

knowledge and meetings with 
MEPs. We were introduced to 
the new environment with a two-
hour presentation by Antonio 
Vale, an EP staff member 
caring for groups like ours who 
acquainted us with the history 
of the European Union and the 
functions of the Parliament. But I 
was most impressed by our next 
stop. We watched a live debate 
in the plenary of the European 
Parliament with the participation 
of Commissioner Kristalina 
Georgieva and Georgi Pirinski. 
These are the moments when 
you see how everything comes 
together, 

HOW PEOPLE WHO 
DECIDE THE FUTURE 
OF EUROPE WORK. 
When we came out of the 

Parliament, it was dark outside. 
We headed for the hotel for a 
short break because this was not 

the end of the programme yet. 
A quick walk through to city 
centre took us to La Chaîne d‘Or 
– a cosy French restaurant in 
Alsatian style, where we enjoyed 
local cuisine and French wines. 
We had to celebrate this so 
interesting and exciting day! 

The next morning, totally 
unrelated to the offi cial 
programme of our seminar, the 
main attraction for our group of 
authors turned out to be a stork 
proudly walking in the garden in 
front of the Council of Europe. 
We used the occasion to hang our 
martenitsi on a tree. After all, we 
had to leave our 

BULGARIAN 
FOOTPRINT IN THE 
CAPITAL OF ALSACE. 
A few days later a picture of 

the very same tree with martenitsi 
was published on the offi cial 
Facebook page of the European 
Parliament.

The second day of our seminar 
was devoted mainly to meetings 
with Bulgarian MEPs. We talked 
with Mariya Gabriel, Andrey 
Kovatchev, Angel Dzhambazki 
Andrey Novakov, Momchil 

Nekov, Ilhan Kyuchyuk, Emil 
Radev, Svetoslav Malinov, 
Sergei Stanishev. Each of them 
told us what they were working 
on as MEPs. They presented their 
ideas and views, and we, in turn, 
asked them questions on topics 
we were interested in. Later 
on, we met Maria Padevska, 
another EP staff member who 
took us around the television and 
radio studios of the Parliament. 
So, the day passed in many 
conversations and meetings – 
exciting and motivating. 

Like typical tourists, the 
second day we chose to have 
dinner at a different restaurant 
and to try new dishes. Before 
that, we visited one of the most 
emblematic places in the city 
– the Cathedral ”Notre Dame 
de Strasbourg“, built in the XII 
century. It is the tallest building 
from the Middle Ages and one of 
the most impressive buildings of 
the Christian world in general. 

At the end of my story I 
will share a thought of Andrey 
Novakov that I was strongly 
impressed by. He said to us a few 
hours earlier: ”In Africa, there 
are 58 countries. When you ask 

someone of the residents of any 
country on the continent what 
he takes himself to be, he will 
respond ”African“. Well, how 
many of you call yourselves 
”Europeans“? 

It is well worth thinking on 
that! 

Our last day in Strasbourg was 
sunny and warm. The weather 
was spring-like and we had a 
few hours before travelling back 
to Bulgaria. With the majority 
of the group we decided to take 
advantage of the conditions and 
see the city in daylight. So, at 
fi rst a group of strangers, 

ONLY THREE DAYS 
LATER WE WERE 
BUDDIES WHO HAD 
SHARED A PRICELESS 
EXPERIENCE AND 
TOUCHED THE HEART 
OF EUROPE. 
We were excited and inspired 

to write the paper, which is now 
in your hands!

What did you like/not like in the article? 
Tell us on Twitter @EP_Bulgaria with 
the hashtag #GenerationEurope!
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Mariya Petrova
EuroAries: Stubborn and ambitious, 

always graceful in everyday life. Your bold 
decisions and confi dence will take you 
directly to your euro goal. you will forge 
laws like an ironmonger forges nails.

EuroTaurus: Earthy and practical, 
relatively thoughtful, you do not indulge 
in major changes, but do not refuse big 
money. 2015 is suitable for a new business 
venture, you will receive great European 
recognition.

EuroGemini: Known for your 
rhetorical skills, you will once again enter 
into verbal collisions. Your curiosity has 
no end, you will fl y to Brussels in May. 
Beware the security at the Airport of 
Charleroi – everyone is somebody there, if 
only an old bourgeois.

EuroCancer: One step forward two 
steps back, slowly clamping your pinches 
again. You don‘t know whether you feel 

drawn to the left or to the right, you lift 
your glass with a resounding ”egészségére“ 
(”Cheers!“ in Hungarian). We believe this 
inspires you to quickly take your bearings.

EuroLeo: Flame in your actions and 
serious euro thoughts in your heads; you 
will sit in the easy-chairs in the European 
Commission. But you should bridle your 
tongue before Jean-Claude Juncker lest 
you retire as the most unsuccessful banker.

EuroVirgo: EuroVirgo strives again 
to make the two leva four. The year 
is not good for investments; you will 
focus on signing petitions. You play the 
philanthropist, protect mankind and are 
going to the Hague in the autumn to defend 

international rights. 
EuroLibra: You rack your brains again 

how to play the cards in your hand. You 
assess and calculate the risk and consult 
an euro lobbyist. Your year will be ups 
and downs and your lifeline – curved. You 
should focus on the agricultural sector if 
you trust us.

EuroScorpius: Whether black or 
white, you are in for a Euro promotion. 
Infl ation, stagnation do not interest you, 
your economy will not stagger. You were 
born under a lucky star but that holds only 
till the end of 2015.

EuroSagittarius: You hit your target 
right and buy a new euro car. You combine 

German and French well, so Strasbourg 
might ring a bell. You apply for and 
internship but this year it‘s a mirage. You 
should not lose heart, there will be another 
drawing.

EuroCapricorn: You are drawn to easy 
jobs and are sharp witted. But you make 
jiggery-pockery thanks to old buddies. You 
will quarrel with Europol if you do not 
avoid getting hauled over the coals.

EuroAquarius: Bending at the hips, 
skilful in the trade, you will absorb euro 
money under programmes but will not 
get away without dramas. After a long 
administrative process you will live like an 
Arabian princess.

EuroPisces: Carp or trout – all of you 
are like old mothers-in-law. This year you 
drift again but in the Ill in Strasbourg and 
pray not to make a show of yourselves. 
You will go to a dozen of plenary sessions, 
praying you don‘t fall asleep.

Euro Horoscope 

Preslava Tsvetanova
Do you know who Erasmus of 

Rotterdam was? A Dutch thinker, 
philosopher, humanist, philologist... 
Erasmus received the best education of his 
time. In other words, he was a man way 
ahead of the age he lived in. Refusing to 
be defi ned by nationality, he was one of the 
most cosmopolitan personalities in world 
history.

THE NEW NAME OF THE 
FUTURE IS ”ERASMUS+“
The EU eponymous student exchange 

programme ”Erasmus“ for studying abroad 
was quite appropriately named after him. 
Since 2014, however, you will have to 
get used to ”Erasmus+“ – the new name 
of the future. This name will unite all EU 
programs for education, training, youth 
and sport. This will lead to simplifi ed rules 
and procedures and will allow avoiding 
fragmentation and duplication. And the best 
part is that more than 4 million Europeans 
will be able to benefi t from that. The seven-
year programme will have a budget of 14.7 
billion euro.

+1. KNOWING EUROPE WILL 
MAKE YOU LOVE IT
The chance to literally go around the 

whole of Europe is not to be underestimated. 
In addition to all EU Member States, there 
is an opportunity for mobility in Iceland, 
Liechtenstein, Norway, Switzerland and 
Turkey. Having absolutely no qualms, you 
can make new acquaintances with peers 
from across the continent and improve your 
language skills.

+2. BENEFIT FROM GRANTS
Each Erasmus student may receive 

funding from the programme. Grants are 
monthly-based and the amount is determined 
according to the level of the standard of 
living in each country, ranging between 
250 and 600 euro. ”Erasmus+“ offers 
more support for disadvantaged students, 
as well as for the students with disabilities. 
In addition to grants from the EU, students 
may also receive other funds from national, 
regional and local authorities.

+3. INVEST IN YOUR 
EDUCATION
When grants are not enough, student 

loans come to aid. The European 

Commission has introduced a new 
mechanism to guarantee a type of student 
loan, which does not depend on the state 
budget. The money that the students draw 
to study outside their home country will 
be guaranteed directly by the European 
Investment Fund.

+4. SPORT MEANS HEALTH
”Erasmus+“ includes sport for 

the fi rst time. According to the latest 
Eurobarometer only 2% of Bulgarians are 
regularly physically active, and 78% of 
Bulgaria‘s population have never engaged 
in sports in their life. For this purpose, an 

annual EU Sports Forum will be held for 
dialogue with sport stakeholders, aimed at 
preventing pre-arranged results of matches, 
doping, violence, racism and intolerance, 
especially in mainstream sports.

+5. PRACTICE AND MORE 
PRACTICE
”Erasmus+“ aims to build strong 

partnerships between education and 
businesses, to promote innovation and 
competitiveness with a special focus on 
combating youth unemployment. Apart 
from document-based proof of acquired 
qualifi cations, every employer is also 

interested in the applicant‘s experience. 
Is there a better opportunity than this a 
programme to gain practical knowledge in 
your fi eld!

+6. BE ”ERASMUS“ MORE 
THAN ONCE
Students can now travel under 

”Erasmus+“ several times during their 
studies. The new programme gives the 
opportunity to travel once in each level of 
education – bachelor, master and doctor. 
Everyone can determine alone the time 
of stay abroad, as it varies from 3 to 12 
months. 

More and more foreign students and 
professors choose Bulgaria as part of their 
own training under ”Erasmus+“. Technical 
sciences and medicine enjoy the greatest 
interest – inquiries to Bulgarian universities 
come from countries like Germany, Israel, 
Vietnam, Egypt and Palestine. 

The fi rst step has already been made. 
Education, training, youth and sport join 
hands. The rest is up to you, because in 
Erasmus’ words: ”Nothing can hinder a 
man of will.“. 

Send us your opinion on the topic on Twitter @
EP_Bulgaria with the hashtag #GenerationEurope!

The six plusses of ”Erasmus+“


