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“PARTNERSHIP AND DELIVERY’

ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT TO THE EUROPEAN
COUNCIL IN BARCELONA, 15 MARCH 2002”

This is the first occasion I have had to address you, two months to the day since I had the privilege
of being elected President of the European Parliament.  On the first working day of my Presidency,
I had the pleasure of welcoming Mr Aznar, President of the European Council, as he launched
Spain’s Presidency of the Union.

For me, the objective here is to explain the public purpose of the European Parliament and the
practical steps we have taken to help the Spanish Presidency to complete its programme.

This is the first Summit we have had since the launch of the Euro.  And the European economy is
showing signs of delicate recovery.  This should give us the confidence to move to a Europe of
opportunity, not a Europe of wrangling and red tape.

One of the main subjects of this European Council is the liberalization of the gas and electricity
markets.  The European Parliament voted for reform, and voted to accept the timetable of the
Commission, and it voted 5 to 1 in favour of this approach.

The European Parliament wants to be a partner for reform and progress.  The Lisbon agenda
requires this, because so much of the programme has to be completed through co−decision
legislation.

In the past, sometimes in the conclusions of the European Council − as indeed with some of the
resolutions of the European Parliament − we have been long on rhetorical promises, short on
delivery.  We now have to move to deliver.

On e−Europe, we delivered on the entire e−commerce package within three months.  In one
reading, we reached agreement on the unbundling of the local loop in telecommunications.  We, in
Parliament, did our job, it is now for you to do yours. The rapidity that we have shown would be a
substantial achievement for a national Parliament, let alone for a European Parliament, representing
the citizens of 15 Member States.

On all the proposals which might have been available for this meeting, we have delivered on
practically all.  And this week we added to the tally a further seven.  On the four financial services
measures, we got large majorities on the proposals.  We delivered.
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The letter President Prodi sent to the Heads of Government and to my predecessor, Nicole Fontaine,
last November, talked about “the delivery gap”.  With the exception of one item, we have delivered
everything that we were asked to do − the exception was on patents.  We will decide on patents next
month, and on “open skies”, on new financial services legislation and on the 6th Framework
Programme for Research and Development, in time for the Seville European Council.  We now
have a record of delivery.  We have now shown the Parliament as a strategic, a reliable and a
mature partner.

*
*     *

Turning to international affairs, I will make three brief points.  On the Middle East, our role, like
any Parliament, should be complementary to the actions of the executive.  Under the Treaty, it is for
you to take the decisions.  There are thus limits to what we in Parliament can do.

Nonetheless, with the active help of Mr Solana − and I would like to congratulate him on his
ceaseless and effective diplomacy − and in cooperation with Ambassador Moratinos, who, at the
risk of his own life, has managed to keep open all lines of communication, and with the benefit of
the advice from the Spanish Presidency, we would like to offer a platform to Mr Shimon Peres and
Mr Yasser Arafat as a symbol of our determination to keep the dialogue going.

On Zimbabwe, there is disappointment after the events of recent days, but we have to stick fast to
our principles, in defence of freedom and democracy.

As regards relations with the United States, we allowed the repeal of the so−called “hushkits”
regulation, thereby avoiding a new major trade conflict with the United States and enabling
Mr Aznar to resolve this issue at the Europe−America Summit.

On steel, we expressed our disappointment with the decisions taken by the United States.  We
should, however, use Parliament’s relationship with the US Congress more strategically.  We want
to create a constructive environment for legislators, and avoid the avoidable misunderstandings, by
early warning and advance consultations.

*
*     *

The message I have, therefore, is one of partnership and delivery.

We would not have got the agreement on financial services if we had not burned the midnight oil to
find an institutional means of making rapid progress.  The solution found is interim, of limited
elasticity, and requires a constructive response from you.
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In my first week in office, I was advised by Parliament’s Legal Affairs Committee to take the
Council to Court on the Statute directive.  I decided that we should let the lawyers and the
institutionalists − and you have got them as well − argue the legal niceties, but we should respect
the primacy of politics.  It is highly unusual for Parliament’s President not to follow advice from the
Legal Affairs Committee.  I have been given some rope to do business.  Either this means that, at
the end, I may be hung, or it means that we can use the opportunity to conduct business politically.

Therefore, I make to you a practical proposal as to the platform for moving from a culture of
conflict to a culture of change.

My suggestion would be that you consider including in the conclusions for the European Council an
invitation to the Institutions to set up an interinstitutional working group on better regulation and
governance, to be constituted, at the political level, with representatives of Parliament, Council and
Commission.

If we get this right, we will be developing constructive partnership before the Convention reports.
We cannot leave all institutional change to the Convention.  The Convention is addressing the
Future of Europe.  Let us now do the business for the Europe of today.

*     *
*



Addendum: 1

New .eu Domain

Changed Web and E-Mail Addresses
The introduction of the .eu domain also required the web and e-mail addresses of the European institutions to be adapted. Below please find a
list of addresses found in the document at hand which have been changed after the document was created. The list shows the old and newlist of addresses found in the document at hand which have been changed after the document was created. The list shows the old and new
address, a reference to the page where the address was found and the type of address: http: and https: for web addresses, mailto: for e-mailaddress, a reference to the page where the address was found and the type of address: http: and https: for web addresses, mailto: for e-mail
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