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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee
on Budgetary Control, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions
into its motion for aresol ution:

1

Notes that in 2014 an amount of EUR 52 500 000 was available to the European
Environment Agency (‘the Agency'), of which EUR 36 437 517 (69,4 %) had been made
available through the general budget of the European Union; also notes that this amount
represents 0,025 % of the overall Union budget;

Takes note that 130 posts out of 135 had been filled by the end of 2014, and that 74
contract agents and seconded national experts were employed by the Agency; notes that
the occupation rate has slightly increased compared to 2013, and that the proportion of
contract agents and seconded national experts has decreased compared to 2013; notes that
the Agency isdedicating 72 % of its human resources to operational activities and
encourages the Agency to further progress on this path;

Acknowledges the comment on ex-ante and ex-post controls made again by the Court of
Auditors this year, in particular as to weaknesses noted, again this year, in respect of the
grant transactions audited; recalls that, in particular, the system of ex-ante controls has
been the subject of discussion between the Court of Auditors and the Agency since 2012;
encourages the Agency to further strengthen efforts as regards control measures;

Notes that, in 2014, the Agency launched a call to procure servicesto provide IT and
Geographic Information Systems consultancy services for the implementation of the
Reference Data Access component, and for supporting the Agency in other Copernicus-
related activities, to the value of EUR 1,7 million; takes note of the Court of Auditors
comment that an important aspect of the tender referred to as 'known shortcomings was
not defined anywhere in the technical specifications and that clearer tender specifications
would have contributed to a more effective and competitive procurement procedure, and
calls the Agency to draft clear tender specifications in the future;

Welcomes that the Court of Auditors has announced that the transactions underlying the
annual accounts of the Agency for the financial year 2014 were legal and regular in all
material respects;

Asks the responsible body of the Agency to implement the anti-fraud strategy as soon as
possible;

Recommends, based on the facts available, that discharge be granted to the Executive
Director of the European Environment Agency with respect to the implementation of the
Agency’s budget for the financial year 2014.
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