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Introduction

This ad hoc-delegation with Members of the INTA committee was led by Bernd Lange 
(INTA Chairman, S&D, Germany) for the part of the visit taking place in Ottawa, and 
Marietje Schaake (ALDE coordinator, the Netherlands) for the visit to Montréal.

The delegation, which had been postponed from 2015 due to elections in Canada, came just a 
few weeks after the announcement of the final conclusion of the legal review of the 
Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) on 29 February 2016, CETA 
naturally being the main focus of the visit. 

CETA is probably the most comprehensive agreement the EU has ever achieved in the 
context of an FTA, notably with respect to the elimination of tariffs upon entry into force of 
the agreement. Overall, the tariffs for 98.6% of all Canadian tariff lines and 98.7% of all EU
tariff lines will ultimately be fully eliminated.

It is expected that Council will take a decision on signature of this agreement in September 
ahead of an EU-Canada summit currently planned for October. At that point, the agreement 
will also be referred to the European Parliament for consent. 

The visit also took place at an important moment for the newly elected government lead by 
Justin Trudeau, as the first budget by this government, a major political event in the country, 
was presented on the second day of the visit. The promise to present a deficit budget - to 
spend more in order to stimulate growth - were by many analysts seen as one of the major 
contributing factors to the landslide victory last October.

Summary account of meetings

Meetings were held with key representatives of federal and provincial government, including 
a dinner with Trade Minister Freeland and CETA Chief Trade Negotiator for Canada Steve 
Verheul, and a meeting with all members of the Standing Committee on International Trade 
of the Canadian House of Commons. 

Meetings were also held with a number of key stakeholders from civil society, trade unions 
and business.  In Montréal the delegation met with Pierre-Marc Johnson, Québec CETA 
negotiator and former Premier, had a lunch organised by the Québec authorities together with 
Members of the European Chambers of Commerce and visited the Port of Montréal.

It was a challenging delegation following the terrorist attacks in Brussels, which happened on 
the second day of the visit. The delegation continued with the program as planned, while 
some members had difficulties in taking part in all meetings until they were assured that 
family and colleagues were safe. The delegation was met with enormous sympathy from the 
Canadian side, with condolences expressed in every meeting and flags flying at half-mast. 

The EU delegation to Canada was of valuable help in preparing the program and Ambassador 
Coninxs participated in most part of the meetings, also in Montréal. The EU delegation 
provided their premises in Ottawa for many of the meetings. The delegation was also 
supported by both the Canada Mission in Brussels as well as the Québec representation in 
Brussels, who also sent representatives to accompany the delegation throughout the visit.
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Meetings in Ottawa

Civil society organisations

After a very comprehensive introductory briefing by Ambassador Coninxs on EU-Canada 
relations, the current political situation and prospective for CETA and trade in general, the 
delegation had the possibility to hold a very animated discussion with representatives from 
several different civils society organisations, including the Trade Justice Network, Council of 
Canadians, Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives and Réseau québecois sur l'intégration 
continentale. Participants expressed satisfaction that the delegation took time to also meet 
with more critical voices, before sharing a rather extensive list of concerns. They pointed to 
increased costs for medicines and uncertainty around the possibility to maintain, defend or 
renationalise public services as being among the reasons for their reservations. They also 
explained that the agreement would force the EU to import products that were not produced 
according to standards used in the EU, such as genetically-modified salmon.

Meeting with opposition leader Thomas Mulcair

The delegation had the opportunity to shortly meet with the leader of the National Democratic 
Party, Mr Thomas Mulcair. Unfortunately, it had not been possible to arrange a similar 
meeting with the leader of the Conservative Party for agenda reasons. Mr Mulcair explained 
that his party had heavily criticised the impact of the NAFTA agreement and had in general a 
rather pessimistic view of many of the recent FTA negotiations, as most of them were done 
with countries with lower labour standards. These concerns are not the same when it comes to 
Europe, he said, though the party had not yet adopted their final position on CETA.  

Meeting with business organisations 

INTA Members also met with a large delegation of representatives from Canada-Europe 
Roundtable for Business and Canadian Manufacturers and Exporters, coming from varying 
sectors such as automotive (Ford, Mercedes-Benz), agri-food producers (CAFTA, Spirits 
Canada) or engineering and construction companies such as SNC-Lavalin. Most of them 
expressed a very positive view on the outcome of the negotiations and their wish for the 
agreement to enter into force as soon as possible. Ms Hughes from Ford explained that the 
reduction in tariffs will allow for Ford to change its production patterns, and that they had 
already taken decisions to expand production in Canada for the European market. Mr David 
from the Canadian Meat Council, however, described the challenges involved in living up to 
European phytosanitarian standards and hesitance whether to make heavy investments before 
the agreement has actually been approved. 

Meeting with the Representatives of Canadian Labour Congress and UNIFOR 

Also the trade unions met up with a large delegation of representatives from both the 
Canadian Labour Congress and Unifor, in a meeting led by CLC's President Hassan Yussuf. 
Mr Yussuf argued that NAFTA had severely impacted the manufactural industry in Canada, 
with thousands of jobs being moved to Mexico. This explained their cautious position 
regarding further trade liberalisation, and they were also asking for greater safeguards in order 
to be able to preserve the public interest. The Investment Court System was an improvement 
compared to the previous system, but maybe not enough, he said. Naturally, a lot of the 
discussion also focused on the sustainability chapter and the need for the ratification by 
Canada of the two ILO Core Labour Standards they have not yet signed up to. 
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Meeting with Chrystia Freeland, Minister of International Trade

The Minister had insisted she wanted to invite Members for dinner, her first official dinner 
according to herself, which gave the opportunity for a very friendly almost two hour long 
discussion. Minister Freeland had already met with several of the Members before, and 
among the guests was Canadian Chief Negotiator Mr Verheul, who is also well known to the 
European Parliament. The discussion focused on CETA at large, and there was no doubt that 
the Minister was very positive about its content. She also took great pride in the revision of 
the investment chapter, saying that this was something her government really wanted, nothing 
they had been forced to, and that they shared the analysis that had been dome by the European 
Union regarding the ISDS. CETA should be seen as a gold-standard agreement, and an 
expression of shared values. The Minister was also keen on hearing the different views on the 
referendum in Great Britain and the consequences it could have. She was however rather 
elusive on the question whether Canada would agree to an FTA with Great Britain outside the 
EU. 

Meeting with the Members of the Standing Committee on International Trade (CIIT) of 
the Canadian House of Commons 

The meeting with the sister committee in the Canadian Parliament was marked by the attacks 
in Brussels just some hours earlier, and introduced by a minute of silence. While the meeting 
certainly gave the opportunity to discuss CETA in depth and detail, it was also an occasion 
for a wider debate on trade issues. The Committee, constituted in February only, was 
currently in the process of organising hearings on the Transpacific Partnership, TPP, and 
would later on also tour the country in order to allow for greater public input. TTIP was also 
brought up in the discussion, and several of the Canadian MPs stressed that they thought it 
was problematic that those two agreements are not sufficiently kept apart, and that there 
should be a better understanding, also in public opinion, on the differences between the two 
agreements. 

Discussing the possible timetable for the ratification on CETA, it appeared that this would 
look very similar on both sides of the Atlantic, and promises were made to keep in contact in 
order to somehow coordinate the dates of votes in both committees. 

Debriefing for EU HoMs, 

The visit in Ottawa was closed by a very well attended debriefing for EU Heads of Missions 
in which almost all Member States were present. Ms Schaake, who had already taken over the 
lead of the delegation, gave an overview of the different meetings held and issues raised. A 
couple of Ambassadors intervened in the following discussion, notably to express support for 
the revised chapter on investment.

Meetings in Montréal

Meeting with Pierre-Marc Johnson, CETA negotiator for Québec  

Pierre-Marc Johnson, former Premier of Québec, was the negotiator for the region during the 
CETA negotiations. In his view, Québec played a crucial role in pushing for this agreement, 
which will in fact also be beneficial for trade integration and removal of trade barriers 
between different provinces in Canada. Canada is a trade dependent country but needs to 
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diversify its trade. All provinces have committed to ratify CETA, which is a rather simple 
process, as it is done mainly by governments and only a simple majority is needed.

Mr Johnson defended the negative list approach as better suited to changing realities, but said 
that it is clearly stated what is excluded: health, education, and even the lottery.

Business lunch with EU Member State Chambers of Commerce in Montréal, in the 
presence of Mr. Jean-Stéphane Bernard, Deputy Minister for International Relations 
and Francophonie.

The lunch gave a possibility to meet representatives form European business present in 
Québec and their views on the agreement, which for most of them constitutes new and better 
opportunities to trade. Both Ms Schaake and Mr Pabriks, together with Mr Johnson and 
Deputy Minister Bernard gave some introductory remarks, in which they underlined the 
importance of CETA, both politically and economically. 

Visit to the Port of Montreal 

The delegation concluded their visit with a visit to the Port of Montréal, where they were 
given an illustrative introduction to how the port operates and its significance for the region. 
The second-largest container port in Canada, 98% of Québec importers and exporters use this 
port. 44% of the traffic goes to Northern Europe, by far the largest region, followed by the 
Mediterranean coming second with 20%. The port authority that operates the port is an 
autonomous self-financing federal agency created under the terms of the Canada Marine Act.  
The estimation is that CETA will lead to an increase in tonnage of 4% over a period of 5 
years. With increased market access for public procurement through the agreement, services
currently open to Canadian operators or the port authority itself, such as dredging, will now 
also be possible for European companies to carry out. Dredging in the Port of Montréal might 
be limited for geographical reasons linked to its location by the St Lawrence River, but will 
on the contrary be very important in Vancouver, for instance. 

Conclusions

The delegation helped to broaden and deepen the mutual understanding of the CETA issues 
on both sides, and gave an opportunity to discuss the revised investment chapter in depth. In 
general, it was clear that Canadian counterparts are satisfied with the agreement, including 
these new elements, and keen to move on to a speedy ratification and implementation. The 
shared values with Europe were stressed with emphasis - as were the differences with the US 
and TTIP.
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ANNEX I

COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Delegation visit to Canada
21- 23 March 2016

Final Programme

20 March, Sunday

Afternoon Arrival of the members of the delegation from Brussels (or other departure 
points) to Ottawa International Airport 

Check-in at the Fairmont Château Laurier Hotel 

1 Rideau Street, Ottawa; phone: + 1 613 241 14 14

21 March, Monday

08.00 Meeting in the hotel lobby

Short preparatory meeting and last update of the programme

08.30-10.00 Briefing buffet breakfast at the EU Delegation for Canada by European Union 
Ambassador Marie-Anne Coninsx and colleagues from the trade and political 
sections: 

Venue: EU Delegation, 150 Metcalfe Street, Ottawa

10.00-11.30 Meeting with civil society organisations to discuss their view on CETA

Venue: EU Delegation, 150 Metcalfe Street, Ottawa

 Hadrian Mertins-Kirkwood, Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives 
 Larry Brown, Co-Chair, Trade Justice Network Canada
 Brent Patterson, Political Director and Sujata Dey, Council of 

Canadians
 Pierre-Yves Serinet coordinateur and Priscilla Bittar, Réseau 

québécois sur l'intégration continentale

13.00-13.45 Meeting with official opposition leader Thomas Mulcair, NDP

Venue: Parliament Hill, Centre Block, room 533F - Entry through Visitor 
Welcome Center at 12.50
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14.00-15.30 Meeting with business organised by Canada-Europe Roundtable for Business, 
together with Canadian Manufacturers and Exporters Venue: Burgundy 
Room, Fairmont Château Laurier Hotel, 1 Rideau Street, Ottawa

16.00-17.00 Meeting with the Representatives of Canadian Labour Congress and UNIFOR 

Venue : Offices of CLC, 2841 Riverside Drive, Ottawa, ON K1V 8X7

20.00 -Dinner hosted by Hon. Chrystia Freeland, Minister of International Trade, 
Government of Canada (MEPs only)

Venue: Ministry of Global Affairs, Édifice Lester B. Pearson, 125, promenade 
Sussex, Ottawa, K1A 0G2 

22 March, Tuesday

08.00 Check-out from the hotel and meeting in the hotel lobby

08.30-10.30 Meeting with the Members of the Standing Committee on International Trade 
(CIIT) of the Canadian House of Commons (Traditional Canadian "Sugar 
Bush" breakfast will be served)

Venue: Parliament Hill, Room C-180 and C-120, 1 Wellington Street 

11.00 Press Conference with Chairman Bernd Lange and Standing Rapporteur Artis 
Pabriks 

Venue: Room 130-S the Charles Lynch press room, Peace Tower, Parliament 
Hill

11.30 Debriefing for EU HoMs, 

Venue: EU Delegation, 150 Metcalfe Street, Ottawa

13.00 Transfer to Montreal by bus (approx 2 h)

(brown bag lunch organised by EU DEL)

15.30-17.30 Meeting  with Pierre-Marc Johnson, CETA negotiator for Québec  

Venue: Ministère des Relations Internationales et de la Francophonie,

380, rue Saint-Antoine Ouest, 4th Floor

Check-in to hotel  Centre Sheraton Montréal

1201, Boulevard René-Levesque Ouest, Montréal, H3B 2L7
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Free dinner arrangement or visit to Hockey Game, Centre Bell at 19.30

23 March, Wednesday 

09.00 Meeting in the hotel lobby and discussion on press statement 

11.30  Departure for lunch 

12.00 Business lunch with high level representatives from the business sector and EU 
Member State Chambers of Commerce in Montréal, in the presence of Mr. 
Jean-Stéphane Bernard, Deputy Minister for International Relations and 
Francophonie.

Venue: Hotel Le Westin, 270 Rue Saint Antoine O

14.30-16.00 Visit to the Port of Montreal

venue: 2100, avenue Pierre-Dupuy, Montréal

Transfer to the airport
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