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BACKGROUND

The European Parliament is uniquely placed as a fundamental rights actor. As a co-
legidlator, it has a decisive role in most EU law- and policy-making; its competences on the
EU’s budget also enable it to play a great role in shaping the fundamental rights policy of the
EU. Moreover, it isa privileged litigant before the Court of Justice of the European Union.

In its resolution of 8 September 2015 on the situation of fundamental rights in the European
Union (2013-2014), the European Parliament reiterated that it is essential for the European
Union, its institutions and the Member States to guarantee the respect and the promotion of
the common European values listed in Article 2 TEU and in the EU Charter of Fundamental
Rights, both in European and national legislation, public policies and their implementation,
while fully respecting the subsidiarity principle.

The European Parliament in its resolution also pointed out that pluralism, non-discrimination
and tolerance are among the founding values of the Union. In view of the fact that nowadays
in the EU there are cases of discrimination, marginalisation and even violence and abuse
against people belonging to certain communities and vulnerable groups, for the European
Parliament only policies designed to promote both formal and substantive equality and to
combat all forms of bias and discrimination can build a cohesive society.

The objective of the hearing on the situation of fundamental rights in the Union is, within the
context of the reports on fundamental rights presented by the Fundamental Rights Agency and
the initiatives by the European Commission and the Council of the European Union, to
contribute to the on-going dialogue on the mechanisms and methods to better safeguard the
fundamental rights of personsin the Union.
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15.00-15.15

Order of business

OPENING REMARKS by Claude MORAES, Chair of the Committee on Civil Liberties,

Justice and Home Affairs of the European Parliament and
Joszef NAGY, Rapporteur on the situation of fundamental rights
in the EU, 2015

FIRST SESSION

Fundamental rights in the European Union in 2015:

Assessing achievements and challenges

15.15-16.35

15.15-15.25

15.25-15.40

15.40 - 15.50

15.50 - 16.00

16.00 - 16.30

DV\1097474EN.doc

Frans Timmermans, First Vice President, European
Commission

Presentation on the Annual Report on the application of the
Charter

Paul van Sasse Van IJsselt

Martijn de Grave

Co-Chairs, Council Working Party on Fundamental Rights,
Citizens Rights and Free Movement of Persons (FREMP)

MatjaZ Gruden, Director of Policy Planning,

Council of Europe

Presentation of the Annual report by the Council of Europe on
Fundamental Rights

Olivier de Schutter, Professor, Catholic University of
Louvain

Presentation of the study on "Follow-up to the European
Parliament's Resolution of 8 September 2015 on 'The situation
of fundamental rights in the European Union (2013-2014)",
commissioned by the Policy Department for Citizens' Rights and
Constitutional Affairs at the request of the LIBE Committee

Questions and answers session
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SECOND SESSION
The rights of minorities, Roma, intersex people and people with disabilities

16.35-18.15

16.35-16.45 Tove H. Malloy, Director
European Centre for Minority Issues

16.45 - 16.55 Ivan Ivanov, Executive Director
European Roma Information Office

16.55-17.05 Dan Christian Ghattas, co-Chair
Organisation Intersex International-Europe

17.05-17.15 Pat Clarke, Member of the Executive Committee
European Disability Forum

17.15-17.25 Natacha Kazatchkine, Co-ordinator EU Internal Human
Rights Policy working group
Human Rights and Democracy Network

17.15-18.15 Questions & Answers
18.15-18.30

CLOSING REMARKS by Claude MORAES, Chair of the Committee on Civil Liberties,
Justice and Home Affairs of the European Parliament and
Joszef NAGY, Rapporteur on the situation of fundamental rights
in the EU, 2015
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Annex

IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR THOSE WISHING TO ATTEND THE MEETING

This meeting is open to the public. However, for security reasons, participants who do not have a European
Parliament access badge must obtain a pass in advance. Those wishing to obtain such a pass should contact the
secretariat (libe-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu) by 13 June. It is essential to provide us with your LAST NAME,
First name, date of birth, nationality, type of ID (passport, identity card, driving licence, etc.), number of ID.
Without this information, the Security Service will not provide entry passes.!

PRACTICAL GUIDELINES FOR THE DEBATE

» During the discussion, so as to make it possible for the highest number of parliamentarians to intervene, speaking time
of speakers will be limited to ten minutes and speaking time of other participants to two minutes per contribution or
question.

» Speakers wishing to supplement their speeches may do so in writing by submitting a document (preferably in English or
French) in advance to the secretariat (email: libe-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu). These documents will be circulated
during the meeting.
» Meeting documents will be progressively added to the Events section of the LIBE Committee pages:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/events.html and to the WebNP event webpage:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/events.html?id=20160616CHE00191

THE MEETING IS BROADCASTED LIVE AND RECORDED

LIBE Committee pages:
http://www.europarleuropa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20160613-1500-COMMITTEE-LIBE

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Amparo RUEDA BUESO Karen PURINO

Administrator Assistant

Office: SQM 08'Y 047 Office: SQM 08 'Y 042

Phone: +32(2)28 44018 Phone: +32(2)28 34166
amparo.ruedabueso@europarl.europa.eu karen.purino@europarl.europa.eu

! The processing of personal data is subject to Regulation (EC) No 45/20010f 18 December 2001 (OJ.L 8
12.1.2001, p. 1
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