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Proportion of adults who are low performers

Percentage of adults who score at or below Level 1 in literacy and/or numeracy
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1. Note by Turkey: The information in this document with reference to “Cyprus” relates to the southern part of the Island. There is no single authority representing
both Turkish and Greek Cypriot people on the Island. Turkey recognises the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC). Until a lasting and equitable solution is
found within the context of the United Nations, Turkey shall preserve its position concerning the “Cyprus issue”.

Note by all the European Union Member States of the OECD and the European Union: The Republic of Cyprus is recognised by all members of the United Natio
with the exception of Turkey. The information in this document relates to the area under the effective control of the Government of the Republic of Cyprus.

Source: Skills Matter, OECD Publishing, 2016
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Low performers are predominantly native born and
native language speakers

Percentage of adults who score at or below Level 1 in literacy and/or numeracy

M total population Native born and native language

Note by

1. Note by Turkey: The information in this document with reference to “Cyprus” relates to the southern part of the Island. There is no single authority representing
both Turkish and Greek Cypriot people on the Island. Turkey recognises the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC). Until a lasting and equitable solution is
found within the context of the United Nations, Turkey shall preserve its position concerning the “Cyprus issue”.

all the European Union Member States of the OECD and the European Union: The Republic of Cyprus is recognised by all members of the United Natio,

with the exception of Turkey. The information in this document relates to the area under the effective control of the Government of the Republic of Cyprus.
Source: Skills Matter, OECD Publishing, 2016

Share of each age group who are low performers
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Educational attainment of low performers

Percentage of adults who score at or below Level 1 in literacy and/or numeracy
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1. Note by Turkey: The information in this document with reference to “Cyprus” relates to the southern part of the Island. There is no single authority representing
both Turkish and Greek Cypriot people on the Island. Turkey recognises the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC). Until a lasting and equitable solution is
found within the context of the United Nations, Turkey shall preserve its position concerning the “Cyprus issue”.

Note by all the European Union Member States of the OECD and the European Union: The Republic of Cyprus is recognised by all members of the United Natio,
with the exception of Turkey. The information in this document relates to the area under the effective control of the Government of the Republic of Cyprus.

Source: Skills Matter, OECD Publishing, 2016

Some implications for the Skills Guarantee

Low literacy and/or numeracy skills affect a
large number of adults in every country ....

although the share of low skilled adults varies
considerably across countries

Low skilled adults are more likely to be older,

migrant background, and less educated ....

but most low skilled adults are native born, many
are younger and many have completed upper
secondary education

Need actions tailored to each country’s situation
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Designing an effective pipeline for raising basic skills

/ Identifying the low-skilled

Getting low-skilled to participate in education and
training

<
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Providing appropriate education and training

<

Ensuring that education and training improves
skills

Transforming improved skills into better
economic/social outcomes

$

Some issues for policymakers on the Skills Guarantee

1. What about the low-skilled adults with
upper secondary education (or equivalent)
and who are not covered by the Guarantee?

2. How ambitious should countries be in
developing their action plans, given their
share of low-skilled adults?

3. Should countries try to raise the skills of all
low performers or prioritise low-skilled
adults with certain characteristics?

4. How can countries take a joined-up
approach to building an effective skills
pipeline in developing their action plans?

How will actions to raise basic skills be
financed and delivered?




Thank you!
Deborah.Roseveare@oecd.org

www.oecd.org/edu
www.oecd.org/skills
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