
Standing committees on Immigration & Asylum/Justice and Home Affairs 

Council, on Justice and Security, on European Affairs and on the Interior of the 

Dutch Senate (Eerste Kamer der Staten-Generaal) 

 

 

 

1. Does your Parliament/ Chamber consider the full respect of democracy, the 

rule of law and fundamental rights, as per Article 2 TEU, necessary for good 

cooperation and mutual trust within the EU? 

  

Yes, good cooperation and mutual trust are based on reciprocity and the ability to rely on 

each other’s adherence to rule of law standards, as e.g. needs to be the case in the 

mutual recognition of legal decisions and the issuing of a European Arrest Warrant. 

  

2. Does your Parliament/Chamber discuss annual reports on Democracy, Rule of 

Law and/ or Fundamental Rights? 

 

The Senate does not discuss (national) annual reports on DRF, as the government shares 

the reports with the House of Representatives and the reports are discussed there.  

 

The Senate however does check national draft legislation against the Rule of Law 

standards (an internal set of criteria can be used for this) and Fundamental Rights 

(national, European and international) during the legislative process. As a rule, the 

senate reviews each draft law against its compliance with the constitution and the 

potential for proper execution by government. 

Also European draft legislation is held against Rule of Law and Fundamental Rights-

criteria.   

With regard to the legislative procedures the Senate - on top of the information shared 

by the government - also receives information from third parties that promote and 

protect the Rule of Law and Fundamentals Rights in the Netherlands, such as advocacy, 

judiciary, NGO's, scholars and think tanks.  

 

Specific standing committees, such as the committees on Immigration & Asylum/ Justice 

and Home Affairs Council (I&A/JBZ), on European Affairs (EUZA) and on Foreign Affairs, 

Defence and Development Aid (BDO) also discuss reports, resolutions, recommendations 

and case law of European and International Human Rights bodies (EU, Council of Europe 

and the UN-bodies), especially when they pertain to The Netherlands, but also with 

regard to other European of third countries (e.g. candidate member states). 

  

3. Does your Parliament/Chamber have any procedure to assess the state of 

DRF annually at national level? 

 

The Senate does not have a specific procedure to assess the state of DRF annually at 

national level.  

The national human rights institute, College voor de Rechten van de Mens, assesses the 

state of DRF annually and advises parliament on legislation in relation to DRF.  

Their annual report is discussed in the House of Representatives. 

 

If so: 

- which bodies are vested with the power to perform this assessment or 

monitoring? 

--- 

  

4. Does your Parliament/Chamber have debates on the situation of Democracy, 

Rule of Law and/ or Fundamental Rights (DRF)? 

 

Yes. 



 

If so: 

- how often is this debate taking place? 

 

The Senate holds a plenary debate on “The state of the Rule of Law” in the Netherlands 

on a regular basis (intended every two years).   

 

Aside from this specific debate, DRF are also often discussed in the process of 

scrutinising and debating national draft legislation or in relation to reports of international 

bodies, such as the EU, the Council of Europe and the UN. 

 

- can you describe briefly if the debates are incident driven or systematic? 

 

The debate on the State of the Rule of Law is systematic.  

  

- How is/ are the DRF debate(s) organised?  

 

Topics are chosen beforehand and the debate is prepared beforehand in an expert 

meeting.   

  

- Is there a special DRF rapporteur? 

 

No.  

 

- Is/ are the DRF debate(s) based on a report? If so, who provides the report? 

 

No.  

 

5. As National Parliaments play a key role in maintaining the necessary 

continuous debate within the common Union consensus on DRF, the DRF Pact 

proposes an interparliamentary debate. 

 

- How could the work of your Parliament/Chamber contribute to this annual DRF policy 

cycle? 

 

The Senate as such has not taken a specific position on this question.  

 

- How would your Parliament/Chamber ensure compliance with commitments by all 

relevant parties? 

 

The Senate as such has not taken a specific position on this question. 

 

- Would the appointment of a special DRF rapporteur in your Parliament/Chamber be 

helpful to safeguard the bottom up approach? 

 

The Senate as such has not taken a specific position on this question. 

 

6. Finally, what suggestions does your Parliament/Chamber have for ensuring 

compliance with Article 2 TEU by all Member States? 

 

The Senate as such has not taken a specific position on this question. 

 


