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European Barge Union (EBU)

Europäische Binnenschiffahrts Union (EBU) 

Union Européenne de la Navigation Fluviale (UENF) 

Europese Binnenvaart Unie (EBU)

www.ebu-uenf.org

http://www.ebu-uenf.org/


KEY FACTS AND FIGURES

Inland Navigation in Europe

- 140 billion t/km 

- 515 million t 

- 7 % of the overall freight transport in EU

- over 42,200 persons employed on board of ships, of which 
around 31,000 are mobile workers and 11,200 are self-
employed



Characteristics IWT  

 ECONOMY OF SCALE

 HIGH SAFETY LEVEL

 ENERGY- AND COST EFFICIENCY

 LOW EXTERNALITIES 

 CONGESTION FREE 



WOMEN IN TRANSPORT



INITIATIVES IN IWT 

STRONG SOCIAL DIALOGUE

- Working time agreement IWT

- Crewing and manning 

- Professional qualifications 



COM (2016)82 final

European Commission proposal for a DIRECTIVE OF THE 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL on the 
recognition of professional qualifications in inland navigation 
and repealing Council Directive 96/50/EC and Council Directive 
91/672/EEC

- Competence based system 

- Enhancing the mobility of well trained workers in the Union 

- Enlarging the attractiveness of the sector 


