
AD\1142960EN.docx PE613.440v02-00

EN United in diversity EN

European Parliament
2014-2019

Committee on Culture and Education

2017/2153(DEC)

26.1.2018

OPINION
of the Committee on Culture and Education

for the Committee on Budgetary Control

on discharge in respect of the implementation of the budget of the Translation
Centre for the Bodies of the European Union for the financial year 2016
(2017/2153(DEC))

Rapporteur: Bogdan Andrzej Zdrojewski



PE613.440v02-00 2/5 AD\1142960EN.docx

EN

PA_NonLeg



AD\1142960EN.docx 3/5 PE613.440v02-00

EN

SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a
resolution:

1. Reiterates its unwavering commitment to multilingualism in the European Union as a
key platform for engaging with citizens and, as such, as an essential condition for the
success of the Unions’s democratic system; welcomes the role that the Translation
Centre plays in facilitating the work of the agencies and bodies of the Union by
delivering high-quality translation and language services;

2. Expresses its satisfaction that new agreements were signed between the Centre and
three entities in 2016, bringing the Centre’s total number of clients to 64; calls on Union
agencies and bodies to avoid the duplication of translation services wherever possible
by making greater use of the Centre's services;

3. Notes that the Centre has so far complied with the target of a 5% staff reduction (plus
5% as a “cruising speed” agency) from 2014 to 2018; insists that the Centre must have
the resources required to deliver a first-class translation and language service; advises
against future cuts to the Centre’s budget or establishment plan;

4. Applauds the Centre’s efforts to reduce its budgetary surplus through a reduction in its
prices in 2015, with cash and short-term deposits decreasing from EUR 38.3 million in
2015 to EUR 34.2 million in 2016 and reserves from EUR 34 million in 2015 to EUR
31.1 million in 2016; takes note of the Director’s statement that a price increase will be
inevitable at some stage and calls on the Centre to manage such a price rise in close
collaboration with clients;

5. Endorses the Centre’s clear commitment to quality, as evidenced through its tough
stance on “repeatedly unsatisfactory” translations from external contractors; welcomes
its approach to providing ongoing thematic training both for the Centre’s in-house
translators and for external contractors as this helps to maintain high quality standards;

6. Urges the Centre to pursue its efforts to explore innovative language technologies as an
aid to its core work; considers that, in developing multilingual terminology sources,
such as the IATE database, the Centre helps to ensure that all  the official languages of
the Union keep pace with emerging concepts.
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