
The Impact of the CAP on
developing countries:
resource implications

European Parliament - Joint DEVE-AGRI meeting - 27 February 2018

Olivier De Schutter



The challenges
1. The origins of the Common Agricultural Policy
2. The impacts on food security
3. The agronomic impacts
4. The health impacts
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Addressing the challenges – a multi-year food policy perspective
1. Refraining from dumping practices: an alert mechanism
2. Strengthening local food systems – by aligning trade policies

with development in accordance with the requirement of policy
coherence for development

3. Promoting diversified and sustainable agriculture – including by
a reliance on conditionalities

4. Favoring local food systems and diversified diets
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Source: FAO-IFAD-WFP-Unicef-WHO, The State of Food Insecurity in the World (2017)
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The increased weight of export-led agriculture: agrifood atlas 2017
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The Role of Trade Liberalization in Food Security: The Debate
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Trade as a Means to Achieve Food
Security

Trade as a Potential Threat to Food
Security

Promote allocative efficiency in the use of
resources

Rebound effects: greater efficiency
encourages overproduction and
overconsumption
Least efficient producers lose their
livelihoods and compete for resources
against export-led agriculture

Food travels from food surplus to food
deficit regions

Food travels to where the purchasing power
is
Resources are exploited to serve high-value
markets (« virtual » imports of land/water)

More trade is required because of climate
change, increasing dependency of whole
regions on imports

Climate change shall result in more volatile
markets and call for a deconcentration of
food production – to avoid excessive
dependency



The vicious cycle of high-input, export-led agriculture and rural poverty
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Percentage in net food imports in domestic food supply in total calories
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Source: FAO, The Future of Food and Agriculture (2017)



Source: IPES-Food, From Uniformity to Diversity (2016)
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Source : Lancet, vol. 387 (2016): 1377-96
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Prevalence of obesity in adults 18 years and over, 1975-2014

Source: FAO-IFAD-WFP-Unicef-WHO, The State of Food Insecurity in the World (2017)
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