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B State of play

Lebensmittelsicherheit

Genome editing already used in agriculture, forestry,
bioeconomy, medicine (e.g. living GM vaccines for cats)

NBT = GMO according to EU GMO regulation?

EU Member State WG from 2007 has finalised a
technical report in 2012 (still not officially released)

A EU Joint Research Centre report published in 2011
and Scientific Advisory Mechanism report in 2017

EFSA opinion on safety of techniques (cisgenesis, zinc
finger 3)

Germany, Sweden, UK, Ireland, Spain, Finland with
single case decisions on some applications

Court of Justice of the European Union
to decide summer 2018
(Statement of Advocate General in Jan. 2018)
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" Precautionary Principle

Precautionary principle # Zero risk

Existence of GM regulation = implementation
of the precautionary principle

Refusal to use new techniques also bears
risks

Even if genetic engineering law does not
apply to an organism, there are still other
provisions
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D. Bartsch, inspired by a visit to HPI School of Design Thinking, Potsdam in 2016 4
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— e Key question
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Does today’s fear of
potential risks caused by
New Breeding Methods
makes us unable to carry
out necessary actions for
a better life?
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Bartsch, Dez. 2017, Editorial DOI 10.1007/s00003-017-1139-4
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Thank you for your attention!

Seite 9



