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Mission Statement of ESPI

The European Space Policy Institute (ESPI) provides decision-makers with an informed 

view on mid- to long-term issues relevant to Europe’s space activities. In this context, ESPI 

acts as an independent platform for developing positions and strategies.

The European Space Policy Institute (ESPI)

Studies in 
Space Policy

Support Services

(EISC)

ESPI 

Reports

Position Papers 
and Executive 
Briefs

Information 
resources

Conferences

http://www.cnes.fr/web/455-cnes-en.php
http://www.eutelsat.com/home/index.html
http://www.eumetsat.int/Home/index.htm
http://esamultimedia.esa.int/multimedia/nationalgallery/italy/info_it.html
http://www.arianespace.com/
http://www.esa.int/
http://www.ffg.at/
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UK and Space

• UK is member of ESA, EUMETSAT, …

• Traditionally focused on business and applications

 Limited participation in Ariane and in Human Space Flights

• A member very sensitive to S&D-related issues

• Very liberal approach to Space
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Copernicus

• UK continued membership in ESA, EUMETSAT, ECMWF, Mercator

• Free data policy ensures availability of most of the data to UK

 Some data restricted to contributing parties

 Potential Issue for high-bandwidth access to data

• UK based industrial participation at stake

 In future contracts issued through EU

 In all processes using EU procurement rules
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Space Security

• UK might not be part any more of the SST/SSA EU programme

 Some arrangements to ensure continued access to data

• Limited concerns

 Programme in the making

 No major UK national assets

 Major commercial operators secured

 US-based services available
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GOVSATCOMS

• Sole area where UK ever implemented a strong national space policy

 Skynet series

• UK industry involved in the open GEO Satcoms business

• Limited concerns regarding EU Govsatcoms programme
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Galileo

• UK initially fiercely opposed to the programme

 Then insisted to position UK industry at the core of the PRS

• Demonstrates the high relevance of the programme

• All civil signals including EGNOS will remain accessible to UK

 PRS?

• UK-based Industrial participation in future developments at stake
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• “Case for Space” in Brexit: 

 Not commensurate to the actual size of the sector

• No UK industrial Space champion

 UK gets 17% of the industrial activities in Galileo

 UK space industry strongly export-oriented

• ESA and R&T not to be affected

 Sufficient to keep the critical mass in UK?

 Potential issues regarding supply chains and access to talent

• S&D space related issues to be addressed in a consistent manner

 UK contributed to shape EU policy in this matter



© ESPI 2018 www.espi.or.at page 10

Brexit and Industry and Space Policy

European Parliament - 24 September 2018

ESPI On Line

Follow us on

Facebook facebook.com/EuropeanSpacePolicyInstitute

Twitter @ESPIspace

Linkedin linkedin.com/company/european-space-policy-institute

YouTube youtube.com/ESPIfilm

Visit our website: www.espi.or.at

http://www.espi.or.at/

