
UN DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS
OF PEASANTS AND OTHER PEOPLE
WORKING IN RURAL AREAS
(UNDROP)
Presentation in AGRI Committee
European Parliament
21 November 2018

Stephan Backes – FIAN International – www.fian.org



WHY IS THE UNDROP IMPORTANT?
 Peasants, small-scale producers, fishers,

pastoralists ad other people working in rural
areas ensure food security and food
sovereignty of communities and general
population.

 They feed 70% of the people in the world.
 Quality food, creation of majority of rural

employment, management of natural
resources in a sustainable way, addressing
climate change issues



CURRENT SITUATION

 Farms are rapidly disappearing.
 Expansion of huge agricultural complexes
 Earnings below living wages
 Land grabbing
 Lack of effective support from public authorities
 Also criminalisation, evictions, attacks,

assassinations.

 Reality in all regions of the world.
 Also in Europe
 see EP Resolution (2016/2141(INI)): State of play of

farmland concentration in the EU: how to facilitate
the access to land for farmers (27 April 2017)



 Human Rights Council Advisory Committee:
 Sub-Saharan Africa: women contribute up to 80% of

labour for food production
 Asia: women produce 50% of food products
 Latin America: women contribute up to 40% of the

internal market’s agricultural supply

 Yet: women in rural areas are still amongst the
world’s most hungry and disproportionately
affected by malnutrition, poverty and food
insecurity.



PROCESS OF UNDROP

 Food crisis of 2007-2008 provided a context
for the UN to recognize the discrimination
against peasants.

 UN Human Rights Council (HRC) Special
Session (8 May 2008), followed by
designation of UN High Level Panel on Right
to Food…: enabled the adoption of the
Declaration process in the HRC.



PROCESS OF UNDROP

 2010: HRC mandates Advisory Committee to
prepare a study on how to advance the rights
of people working in rural areas

 2011-2012: two studies of the Advisory
Committee

 2012: 21st Session of HRC.Creation of the
Open-Ended Intergovernmental Working
Group



PROCESS OF UNDROP

 Sessions in HRC (Geneva)
 1st: 13-17 July 2013
 2nd: 2-5 February 2015
 3rd: 10-20 May 2016
 4th: 15-19 May 2017
 5th: 9-14 April 2018

 UN General Assembly (New York)
 19 November 2018: Adoption in UN 3rd Committee
 December 2018: Ratification in UN General Assembly



Adoption in UN 3rd Committee
(19/11/2018)

Worldwide – and in Europe





THE UNDROP IS OF GENERAL INTEREST

 Preservation of agrobiodiversity:

International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for
Food and Agriculture (in force since 2004) states in art 9
§1: “The Contracting Parties recognize the enormous
contribution that the local and indigenous communities and
farmers of all regions of the world, particularly those in the
centres of origin and crop diversity, have made and will
continue to make for the conservation and development of
plant genetic resources which constitute the basis of food
and agriculture production throughout the world.”



THE UNDROP IS OF GENERAL INTEREST

 Preserving soil’s health

Using techniques such as mixed and rotating
cropping schemes, biocontrol, etc., which allow
the soil to function as carbon sinks.



THE UNDROP IS OF GENERAL INTEREST

 Contribution to rural development and
rural employment…

… and to the reduction of rural poverty, which is of considerable
importance in particular in developing countries in which most poor
people are in rural areas and are tempted to migrate to already
overcrowded cities (General Assembly resolution 66/222 proclaiming
2014 the International year of family farming recognizes this, as do the
Voluntary Guidelines on sustainable small-scale fisheries in the context
of food security and poverty education, adopted in 2014 within the
Committee on Fisheries (COFI) of the FAO).



CONCLUSION

 The European Union and EU Member States
are « Champions of Human Rights »

 Soon or later (hopefully as soon as possible),
they need to recognize the evolution of
international human rights law – and support
the recognition of the rights of peasants and
people working in rural areas.

 Declaration will help giving further protection
to peasants and contributing to preservation
of the environment and feeding the world.
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